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L.4 (h 7): Computing in the humanities 

Answer THREE questions. 

I. Many people are saying that the Internet is becoming the 'laboratory for humanities 
scholarship'. How far do you think that this is true? 

. What are the key factors to be considered in the design and construction of  a delivery 
system for a collection of manuscript images? What possible future developments 
might improve such a system? In your answer make reference to the needs of  the users 
as well as to the managers of  the system. 

. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages ofhypertext as a medium for the publication 
of humanities sources. 

. XML has become a major force in computing for all applications. How appropriate is 
XML for encoding humanities material? 

. It has been said that we are in a stage of  'metadata madness'. What would be the key 
components of  a metadata system for humanities digital resources and how far do 
current initiatives meet these needs? 

. Outline the key functions of  text analysis programs. How do these functions fit into 
current humanities scholarship and what application areas are not well served by these 
programs? 

. More and more dictionaries are appearing in electronic form. Discuss the uses of an 
electronic dictionary beyond those of a conventional dictionary. 
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