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Answer QUESTION 1 (30%) and QUESTION 2 (45%) and ONE QUESTION
FROM QUESTIONS (3)-(8) (25%). A candidate may not in any answer cover the
same ground as in an assessed or extended essay.

(1) Translate THREE of the following passages into English:

(a)

SCAN 3740

Gengu beir fagra  Freyju tina,
ok hann bat orda  alls fyrst of kvad:
‘Muntu mér, Freyja, fjadrhams Jj4,
ef minn hamar  mzttak hitta?’

Freyja kvad: .
‘Pé mundak gefa pér, at or gulli vari,
ok b6 selja, at veri 6r silfri.’

Fl6 b4 Loki—  fjadrhamr dundi —
unz fyr itan kom  Asa garda,
ok fyr innan kom  jotna heima.

Prymr sat 4 haugi, bursa dréttinn,
greyjum sinum  gullbond sneri
ok morum sinum  mon jafnadi.

Brymr kvad:

‘Hvat’s med-Asum?  hvat’s med alfum?

Hvi’st einn kominn  { Jotunheima ?’

Lokt kvad:
‘Iit's med Asum,  ilt's med alfum;
hefr pa Hl6rrida  hamar of félginn ?’

Brymr kvad:
‘Ek hef Hlérrida  hamar of félginn

itta rgstum  fyr jord nedan,
hann engi madr  aptr of heimtir,
nema feeri mér  Freyju at kvin.’
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(b)

Hapn sendi
hingat- til lands prest pann er hét Pangbrandr, ok hér kendi
‘monnum Kristni, ok skfrdi pi alla er vid tri téku. En
Hallr 4 Sidu Porsteinsson 1ét skirask snimhendis, ok Hjalti
Skeggjason 6r Pjérsirdali, ok Gizurr inn Hvid Teitsson,
Ketilbjarnarsonar fri Mosfelli, ok margir hofdingjar adrir.
En beir viaru pé fleiri er { gegn mzltu ok neittu. En pd er
hann hafdi hér verit einn vetr eda tvi, pé f6r hann 3 braut,
ok hafdi vegit hér tvd menn eda brjd, pi er hann hofdu nite.
En hann sagdi konunginum Ol4fi, er hann kom austr, alt pat
er hér hafdi yfir hann gengit, ok Iét ervznt at hér myndi
Kristni enn takask. En hann vard vid pat reidr mjok, ok
. =tladi at lita meida eda drepa vira landa fyrir, pd er bar
viru austr. En bat sumar it sama kvimu dtan hedan peir
Gizurr ok Hjalti, ok pigu pi undan vid konunginn, ok hétu
honum umsyslu sinni til 4 nyja leik, at hér yrdi enn vid
Kristninni tekit, ok létu sér eigi annars vin en par myndi
hiyda. En it nzsta sumar eptir féru beir austan, ok prestr
sd er Pormédr hét, ok kvimu p4 i Vestmannaeyjar, er x vikur
viru af sumn, ok hafdi alt farizk vel at. Svi kvad Teitr

bann segja er sjélfr var par.

(©

bat var snimma { gndverda bygd godanna, pi er godin

hofdu sett Midgard ok gort Valhgll, pi kom par smidr

nokkurr ok baud at gera peim borg 4 prim misserum svi

goda at tri ok erugg veri fyrir bergrisum ok hrimpursum,

pétt beir kemi inn um Midgard; en hann malti sér pat til -
kaups, at hann skyldi eignask Freyju, ok hafa vildi hann sél

ok mina. Pi gengu Zsirnir 4 tal ok rédu radum sfnum, ok

var bat kaup gort vi3 smidinn, at hann skyldi eignask pat er

hann malti til, ef hann fengi gort borgina 4 einum vetri; en

hinn fyrsta sumarsdag, ef nokkurr hlutr vari ogosr  at -
borginni, pi skyldi hann af kaupinu, ok skyldi hann af

engum manni id piggja til verksins. En er beir sogdu

honum pessa kosti, pi beiddisk hann at beir skyldu lofa at

hann hefdi 1id af hesti stnum, er Svadilfari hét; en pvi réd

Loki, er pat var til lagt vid hann.

Hann 6k til hinn fyrsta vetrardag at gera borgina, en of
netr dré hann tl grjét 4 hestinum; en bat pétti Asunum
mikit undr, hversu stér bjorg si hestr dré, ok hilfu meira
brekvirki gordi hestrinn en smidrinn. En at kaupi peira
vdiru sterk vitni ok morg seri, fyrir pvi at jotnum pétti ekki
tryggt at vera med Asqm gridalaust, ef Pérr kvaemi heim; en
pd var hann farinn f austrveg at berja troll. -
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(d)

Ok er hann litr 4 betta, synisk honum nakkvat eptir, sem
4rmadrinn melti fyrir honum, ok szttask peir 4 petta, at hann
selr Aka halft dyrit, ok skal konungr sfdan meta alt saman.
Skulu peir fara badir na 4 fund konungs, ok svd gera beir;
fara nu bddir 4 fund konungs ok stédu fyrir bordinu.
Konungr fhugadi, hverr pessi madr myndi vera, er hann
kendi eigi, ok mzlti sfdan til Audunar: ‘Hverr ertul’ segir
hann. Hann svarar: ‘Ek em Islenzkr madr, herra’, segir
hann, ‘ok kominn nu \tan af Greenlandi, ok nu af Noregi,
ok ztladak at fera ydr bjarndyr petta. Keyptak bat med
allri eigu minni, ok ni er pé 4 ordit mikit fyrir mér; ek 4 na
hélft eitt dyrit’, ok segir konungi sfdan hversu farit hafdi med
peim Aka drmanni hans. Konungr mzlti: ‘Er pat satt, Aki,
er hann segir?’ ‘Satt er pat’, segir hann. Konungr malti:
‘Ok pétti pér pat til liggja, par sem ek settak pik mikinn
mann, at hepta pat eda tdlma, er madr gordisk til at feera mér
gorsimi ok gaf fyrir alla eign? Ok s4 pat Haraldr konungr
at ridi at lita hann fara f fridi, ok er hann virr 6vinr. Hygg
pu at b, hvé sannligt bat var pinnar handar! Ok pat ven
makligt, at bu varir drepinn; en ¢k mun ni eigi pat gera,
en braut skaltu fara pegar 6r landinu, ok koma aldri aptr
sfdan mér { augsyn. En pér, Audun, kann ek slika pokk
sem pu gefir mér alt dyrit; ok ver hér med mérl’

(e)

I pessu bili hleypr upp é pekjuna Porbrandr Porleiksson
ok heggr { sundr bogastrenginn Gunnars. Gunnarr prifr
atgeirinn bidum hondum ok snysk at honum skjoétt ok rekr {
gegnum hann ok kastar honum 4 vollinn. P4 hijép upp
Asbrandr brodir hans. Gunnarr leggr til hans atgeirinum,
ok kom hann skildi fyrir sik; atgeirrinn rendi { gegnum
skjoldinn ok medal handleggjanna. Snaradi Gunnarr pa
atgeirinn svd fast at klofnadi skjoldrinn, en brotnudu hand- .
leggirnir, ok fell hann ut af vegginum. Adr hafdi Gunnarr
sert atta menn, en vegit pa tvd. Pid fekk Gunnarr sir tvau;
ok sogdu pat allir menn at hann brygdi sér hvartki vid sir né
vid bana. Hann mzlu til Hallgerdar, ‘F4 mér leppa tvd 6r
hari pinu ok snGid pit médir min saman til bogastrengs mér.’

‘Liggr pér nokkut vid ?" segir hon. .

“Lif mitt liggr vid", segir hann, ‘pvi at peir munu mik aldri
fi sott medan ek kom boganum vid.’

‘b4 skal ek nu’, segir hon, ‘muna bér kinnhestinn, ok
hirdi ek aldri hvart pa verr bik lengr eda skemmr.’

‘Hefir hverr til sins agets nokkut’, segir Gunnarr; ‘ok
skal pik pessa eigi lengi bidja.’

Rannveig malti, ‘Illa ferr bér, ok mun pin skomm lengi
uppi.’
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(2) Parse ANY FIFTEEN of the underlined words in the passages in Question 1 in
the order in which they appear.

(3) What can we learn from Gordon’s extracts from Snorri Sturluson’s Edda about
Snorri’s view of Old Norse pre-Christian myth and religion?

(4) “Even though his history may be partisan, and even if his facts are wrong, his
intention makes the text a history.” Discuss this view of Ari Porgilsson’s
Islendingabok.

(5) ‘Every action has a contrasting or complementing counterpart, every character
his equal or opposite.” How far would you accept this view of Hrafnkels saga
Freysgoda?

(6) By what means and with what success does the author of Brennu-Njdls saga
create and sustain narrative tension in the episodes in the saga which appear in

E. V. Gordon’s An introduction to Old Norse?

(7) “Audunn’s pilgrimage to Rome is thematically as well as physically central
in Audunar pattr vestfirzka.” Discuss.

(8) “An exercise in the mock-heroic.” Discuss this view of Prymskvida.
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