UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

University of London

EXAMINATION FOR INTERNAL STUDENTS

For The Following Qualification:-

BA

Scand. Studs. SC1710: Introduction to Old Norse

COURSE CODE : SCAN1710
UNIT VALUE : 0.50

DATE : 11-MAY-06
TIME ¢ 10.00

TIME ALLOWED : 3 Hours

06-C1254-3-40
© 2006 University College London TURN OVER



Answer QUESTIONS (1) (35%) and (2) (35%) and ONE QUESTION FROM
QUESTIONS (3)-(6) (30%).
A candidate may not in any answer cover the same ground as in an assessed or extended

essay. Avoid duplication of material in this paper.

1. (a) Translate the following passage into good modern English.

Ok er leid stund ok skipit var albdit, pA malti Sveinn konungr vid
Audun: ‘P6 villtu nd 4 braut, pA mun ek na ekki letja pik. En pat hefi ek spurt,
at ilt er til hafna fyrir landi ydru, ok eru vida greefi ok hatt skipum. Na brytr
bu ok tynir skipinu ok fénu, litt sér pat pa 4, at pd hafir fundit Svein konung ok
gefit honum ggrsimi.” Sidan seldi konungr honum ledrhosu fulla af silfri, ‘ok
ertu pa enn eigi félauss med ollu, bétt b brjétir skipit, ef pu fzr haldit pessu.
Verda md své enn’, segir konungr, ‘at b tynir pessu fé: litt nytr pa pa pess, er
pu fant Svein konung ok gaft honum ggrsimi’. Sidan dr6 konungr hring af
hendi sér ok gaf Auduni ok melti: ‘P6 at svd illa verdi at pa brjétir skipit ok
tynir fénu, eigi ertu félauss, ef pi kemsk 4 land; bvi at margir menn hafa gull 4
sér i skipsbrotum, ok sér pa at pui hefir fundit Svein konung, ef pu heldr
hringinum. En pat vil ek rada bér’, segir hann, ‘at pd gefir eigi hringinn, nema
bd pykkisk eiga sva mikit gott at launa nokkurum gofgum manni — pa gef

peim hringinn, pvi at tignum monnum sémir at piggja. Ok far nd heill!”

(b) Identify the grammatical form of the TEN UNDERLINED WORDS in the

above passage.
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2.(a) Translate the following passage into good modern English.

Sidan ferr Bodvarr leid sina til Hleidargards. Hann kemr til konungs atsetu.

Bodvarr leidir pegar hest sinn 4 stall hja konungs hestum hinum beztu ok spyrr

gngvan at; gekk sidan inn { holl ok var par fatt manna. Hann sezk dtarliga, ok
sem hann hefr setit par ngkkra hrid, heyrir hann prausk nokkut ttar { hornit {
einhverjum stad. Bodvarr litr pangat ok sér at mannshond kemr upp 6r mikilli
beinahrdgu, er bar 14; hondin var svort mjok. Bodvarr gengr pangat ok spyrr
hverr par veri i beinahrigunni. P4 var honum svarat ok heldr éframliga:

‘Hottr heiti ek, bokki sell.’

‘Pvi ertu hér,” spyrr Bodvarr, ‘eda hvat ggrir pi?’

Hottr svarar, ‘Ek ggri mér skjaldborg, bokki szll.’

Bodvarr segir, ‘Vesall ertu pinnar skjaldborgar!’

Bodvarr brifr til hans ok hnykkir honum upp 6r beinahrigunni. Hottr
kvad pé hatt vid ok melti:

‘Nu viltu bana mér! Ggr eigi petta, sva sem ek hefi ni vel um biizk, en
bt hefir nud rofit { sundr skjaldborg mina, ok haffa ek ni gort hana sva hiva
Gtan at mér, at hon hefr hlift mér vid ollum hoggum ykkar, svéa ekkert hogg
hefr komit 4 mik lengi, en ekki var hon p6 enn sv4 biin sem ek ®tlada hon
skyldi vera.’

Bodvarr melti: Ekki muntu nd fa skjaldborgina gorda lengr.’

(b) Identify the grammatical form of the TEN UNDERLINED WORDS in the

above passage.
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3 EITHER: (a) How far would you agree with E. V. Gordon that Audunar

battr vestfirzka is ‘an exquisite story exquisitely told’?

OR: (b) What might Audunar pdttr vestfirzka tell us about medieval

Icelanders’ view of their own place in the wider world?

4. On the basis of AT LEAST TWO sagas that you have read,
identify the most important differences between an

Islendingasaga and a fornaldarsaga.

S. Discuss the role played by the supernatural in AT LEAST
TWO Islendingaségur.
6. What were the distinctive features of Icelandic society during

the ‘Saga Age’?
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