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Answer ALL questions. A candidate may not in any answer cover the same ground

as in an assessed or extended essay.

(1) Translate the following passage into English (20%):

Eptir

bat kveldar ok drifa menn { hellina ok sjia Hrélfs kappar at
Hottr er settr 4 bekk upp, ok pykkir peim si made hafa gort
sik crit djarfan, er petta hefir til tekit. Ilt tillit hefic Hettr,
pd er hann sér kunningja sina, bvi at hann hefir ilt eitt af
peim reynt; hann vill lifa gjarnan ok fara aptr i beinahrigu
sina, en Bodvarr heldr honum, sv4 at hann ndir ekki { brottu
at fara, pvi at haméttisk ekki jafnberr fyrir hoggum beira,
ef hann nxdi bangat at komask, sem hann er ni. Hirdmenn
hafa ni sama vanda, ok kasta fyrst beinum smdm um pvert
golfit til Bodvars ok Hattar. Bodvarr lztr sem hann sjdi eigi
petta. Hottr er svd hrzzddr at hann tekr eigi mat né drykk,
ok pykkir honum b4 ok p4 sem hann muni vera lostinn. Ok
nt melti Hottr til Bodvars: ‘Bokki sxll, nt ferr at pér stér
knita, ok mun petta xtlat okkr til nauda. Bedvarr bad
hann begja. Hann setr vid holan lé6fann ok tekr svi vid
knttunni; par fylgir leggrinn med. Bedvarr sendi aptr
knituna ok setr 4 pann sem kastadi, ok rétt framan { hann
med svd hardri svipan at hann fekk bana. SI¢ pd miklum

é6tta yfir hirdmennina.

Komr nd pessi fregn fyrir Hrélf konung ok kappa hans upp
{ kastalann, at madr mikiladligr sé kominn til hallarinnar ok
hafi drepit einn hirdmann hans, ok vildu peir lita drepa mann-
inn. Hrélfr konungr spurdisk eptir, hvirt hirdmadrinn hefdi

verit saklauss drepinn.
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2. Translate the following passage into English (20%):

SCAN 1710

Ok sem leid at jélum, ‘gerdusk menn 6kitir. Bedvarr
spyrr Hott hverju petta satti; hann segir honum at dyr citt
hafl par komit tvd vetr { samt, mikit ok Sgurligt—'ok hefir
vangi 4 bakinu ok fiygr pat jafnan. Tvau haust heftr pat o
hingat vitjat ok gort mikinn skada. A pat bita ekki vipn, en
kappar konungs koma ekki heim, peir sem at eru einna
mestir.” Bodvarr melti, ‘Elkki er hollin svd vel skipud sem
¢k =tada, f eitt dyr skal hér eyda riki ok fé konungsins.’
Hotrr sagdi, *Pat er ekki dyr, heldr er pat hit mesta troll.’

NG kemr jola-aptann. Pd meld konungr, ‘Nu vil ek at
menn sé kyrrir ok hijédir { néte, ok banna ek ollum minum

mennum at gangz { ngkkurn hdska vid dyrit, en Fé ferr epuir

pvi sem audnar; menn mina vil ek ekki missa.’ Allir heita
hér gédu um, at gera eptir bvi sem konungr baud.

Bodvarr leyndisk { brott um néttina; hann letr Hott fama
med sér, ok gorir hann pat naudugr ok kalladi hann sér styrt
tll bana. Bodvarr segir at betr mundi til takask. Peir ganga
{ brott frd hollinni, ok verdr Bodvarr at bera hann, své er
hann hreddr. N sjé peir dyrit, ok pvi nzst cpir Hoter
slikt sem bann md ok kvad dfrit mundu gleypa hann.
Bodvarr bad bikkjuna hans begja ok kastar honum nidr
{ mosann, ok par liggr hann ok eigi med ollu Shraddr.
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3. Parse the fifteen underlined words in the passages in Questions 1 and 2 (in the
order in which they appear) (45%).

4. Answer ONE of the following questions (15%):

(a) Hrolfs saga kraka is made up of six relatively short narratives, each with a
unity of its own. How closely integrated into a whole do you find them?

(b) “The story of Bodvarr Bjarki’s slaying of the monster in Hrolfs saga kraka
is best understood as a rite of passage in literary form.” Discuss.

(c) Assess the significance of the major events in the history of the medieval
Icelandic commonwealth.

(d) Give a critical overview of Scandinavian expansion in the Viking Age.

(e) Identify and describe the main types of medieval Icelandic saga.
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