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YIDDISH FOLK CULTURE 

T h e r e  a re  4 sec t ions  in  th i s  exam pape r .  
All c a n d i d a t e s  mus t  a n s w e r  S e c t i o n  A, Q u e s t i o n  1 
a n d  t h e n  choose  ONE q u e s t i o n  f r o m  each  s u b s e q u e n t  sec t ion .  

LFX,.X LO_B_ ~ 
1. Ca re fu l l y  r ead  the  Yiddish  fo lksong  below and a n s w e r  the  
q u e s t i o n s  wh ich  follow. 
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a. Brief ly  s u m m a r i s e  w h a t  t he  s o n g  is a b o u t .  (8 m a r k s )  
b. Which  fo lksong c a t e g o r y  c o u l d  it  be long  to and  w h y ?  
(4 m a r k s )  
c. C o m p a r e  the  song above  w i th  o t h e r  Yiddish  folk s o n g s  a n d  
folk song  types  wi th  w h i c h  you  a r e  fami l ia r .  (8 m a r k s )  
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SECTION B 
Choose  ONE ques t ion  f rom this  sect ion.  

2. Yiddish p rove rbs  c a r r y  e m o t i o n a l  a t t i tudes ,  c u l t u r a l  
m a r k e r s  and  sha re  c o m m o n  themes .  Discuss g iv ing  examples 
o f  p r o v e r b s  ( s h p r i k h v e r t e r )  to i l l u s t r a t e  your  essay .  
[25 marks]  

3. Discuss the  spec i f ica l ly  J ewish  concerns  w h i c h  Ignaz 
B e r n s t e i n ' s  col lect ion of  p r o v e r b s  and sayings reveal .  Include 
e x a m p l e s  of p roverbs  in y o u r  d i scuss ion .  [25 marks ]  

4. Yiddish jokes  are e m b e d d e d  in Yiddish l anguage  and 
c u l t u r e  and  the re fo re  c a n n o t  be t r ans l a t ed  i n t o  o t h e r  
l anguages .  Discuss,  g iving examples .  [25 marks]  

EF,_C,.TL0_ ~ ~ 
Choose  ONE ques t ion  f rom this  sec t ion.  

5. Analyse  ONE Yiddish fo lk ta le  you  have s tud ied .  
Discuss  its con ten t ,  n a r r a t i v e  s ty le  and  l anguage  and  what  
k i n d  of fo lk ta le  it is. [25 marks ]  

6. Compare  and  con t ra s t  TWO Yiddish folkta les  which  you 
have  s t ud i ed ,  ci t ing e x a m p l e s  f rom the  s tor ies  themselves .  
[25 marks ]  

SECTION D 
Choose  ONE ques t ion  f rom th is  sec t ion.  

7. Sh. Ansky argued that folklore was 'the repository of 
p r o g r e s s i v e  va lues ' .  Discuss  w i t h  re fe rence  to Ansky ' s  
w r i t i n g s  on folklore a n d  the Jewish  E thnograph ic  Expedition 
o f  1912.  [30 marks] 

8. The p u r p o s e  of Ansky ' s  g a t h e r i n g  of Yiddish folklore and 
e t h n o g r a p h i c  mater ia l  was to ach ieve  a Jewish c u l t u r a l  
r e n e w a l .  Discuss .  
[30 marks ]  
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