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YIDDISH FOLK CULTURE

There are 4 sections in this exam paper.
All candidates must answer Section A, Question 1
and then choose ONE question from each subsequent section.

SECTION A
1. Carefully read the Yiddish folksong below and answer the

questions which follow.

"[20 marks]
YoK OYHIN LINYA TR LY by
DY T Y0 Y TIUYOY OXT .3 9% OYENEN MR 02 TR OBT L1
YovTRa STOR TR 2T VIR oYY T
LW RORTPRE,1O2IRORT PR 7S 715 T3 727 078 RIDD TH LT VY
VT 2 DR TPH1ZO T S92 087 LI2Y 7TYR WD b Yo
PNYIPOIN _ .
T3 PR OKT TR 175 PR 1257 LBl PRLTN SN WIS 2
R VIR UM YR
DPOY OY M LD IR YR R 4 JRTIYE WonE
o yeigl 2 DT A TN TR TR
K P10 R WIRTIPRONT JRP PR DPOR 1292 ONT PR
DVYI IR P"? L 1Y% T2ED OYYR PR 200 TTINT IR
(2) IR IR TR DX (2) I TP VY3 VY3 235 15 TR

a. Briefly summarise what the song is about. (8 marks)
b. Which folksong category could it belong to and why?

(4 marks)
c. Compare the song above with other Yiddish folk songs and

folk song types with which you are familiar. (8 marks)
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SECTION B

Choose ONE question from this section.

2. Yiddish proverbs carry emotional attitudes, cultural
markers and share common themes. Discuss giving examples

of proverbs (shprikhverter) to illustrate your essay.
[25 marks]

3. Discuss the specifically Jewish concerns which Ignaz
Bernstein’s collection of proverbs and sayings reveal. Include
examples of proverbs in your discussion. [25 marks]

4. Yiddish jokes are embedded in Yiddish language and
culture and therefore cannot be translated into other
languages. Discuss, giving examples. [25 marks]

SECTIJON C

Choose ONE question from this section.

5. Analyse ONE Yiddish folktale you have studied.
Discuss its content, narrative style and language and what
kind of folktale it is. [25 marks]

6. Compare and contrast TWO Yiddish folktales which you

have studied, citing examples from the stories themselves.
[25 marks]

SECTION D

Choose ONE question from this section.

7. Sh. Ansky argued that folklore was ‘the repository of
progressive values’. Discuss with reference to Ansky’s
writings on folklore and the Jewish Ethnographic Expedition
of 1912. [30 marks]

8. The purpose of Ansky’s gathering of Yiddish folklore and
ethnographic material was to achieve a Jewish cultural
renewal. Discuss.

[30 marks]
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