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1. Critically assess Comte’s contribution to the development of sociological positivism.

2. How successful was Marx in developing a sociological theory of social change?
3. How did Weber explain the rise of modern capitalism?
4. Discuss Durkheim’s view that sociology studies social facts as things.
5. Give a critical account of one of the following:
1. alienation and anomie.
1. the rationalisation of social life.

iii.  the post-modern condition.
6. What does functionalism contribute to sociological theory?

7. Discuss the view that symbolic interactionism develops a theory of meaning at the
expense of a theory of social structure.

8. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Habermas’s theory of communicative
action.
9. What do ethnomethodologists mean by the concept of society?
10. Write a short essay on one of the following:
1. power/knowledge.
1. structuration theory.
1il. cultural industry.
11.  Critically examine Bourdieu’s concepts of habitus and field.
12. What, in your view, can sociological theory contribute to the understanding of the
contemporary world?
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