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Answer three guestions.
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1 Either (@) ‘Establishing sets of correspondences is the sole aim of linguistic

comparison.” Do you agree?
Or (b) Why do scholars think that sound change is exceptionless?

2 What are the main areas of difficulty in the reconstruction of the PIE stop system?
How successful do you judge attempts at solving these problems to be?

3 ‘Reconstructing a laryngeal is legitimate only in those instances where Hittite
shows a h.” Do you agree?

4 Either (a) ‘Late PIE had eight paradigmatic cases.” Discuss.
Or (b) Why have comparative philologists paid so much attention to the perfect
when reconstructing the PIE verbal system?

5 Explain the significance of any four of the following pairs for the reconstruction of
comparison of adjectives for PIE.

(a) Latin maior Greek peilmv

(b) Latin suauissimus Vedic svddisthah

(c) Latin melle dulcior Greek péditog fidiwv

(d) Attic Greek EAATTOUC Ionic Greek EAAGGOVEG

(e) Latin dexter Greek 0e£1TEpPOC

(/) Latin wltimus Greek bnEptatog

6 How many grammatical numbers should we reconstruct for PIE?
7 Is a lexical reconstruction of PIE possible? Illustrate your answer with examples.

8 Comment on the syntax of the following Vedic passage, concentrating on elements
of importance for the syntactic reconstruction of PIE:

Agnih piirvebhir fsibhir

ilio niinatair utd,

sd devar éhd vaksati.

Agne, ydm yajfidm adhvardm
visvdtah paribhiir dsi,

sd id devésu gachati.

upa tvagne divédive,

désavastar, dhiyd vaydm,
ndmo bhdranta émasi.
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