WHITLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL

A Canng and Learning Community

MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2006

SUBJECT : ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1

LEVEL : SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS

DATE - 27 APRIL. 2006

DURATION : 1 HR 30 MIN

TIME : 7.45—-9.15 am

MARKS: 60

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST:

1

Z

Wate in dark blue or black pen on the Answer Papor provided.
Do not use staples, paper chps, mghhghters, giue or correction fluid.

Wiite your name, class and index number in the spaces provided on the
Answer Paper.

Answer poth Section One and Scction Twe
Begin Seclion Two on a fresh sheet of paper.

Submit Section Onie and Scction Two separately.

This Question Paper consists of 2 printed pages.
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Section One [30 riarks]

You are advised to write between 200 to 250 words on one of the fﬂllnwing
topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have
choser.

1 Describe two or three activities you iike to do dunng your free time and expiain
why you like them.

2 Wnte about an occasion when you managed to stop a friend from committing a
toolish act.

3 "Secondary school students should be allowed to bring handphones to school.”
How far do you agree with this statement?

4 Wiite an essay entitied 'Better late than never’.

5 Movies,

Section Two [30 marks]
Begin your answer on a fresh page.
You are advised to write between 150 to 200 words for this section.

You should read the information carefully and pian your answer before
beginning to write.

Your class visited an Qid T oliks’ Home two days a10. You would like to share the

experience with your best fnend oally. Wiite a letter o her, teling her what you and
your classmates did during the visit. Your leiter must include the following dotails -

« ine name oi the Old Folks' Home and its location

» two ways in which you and your classmates nicined out in the Home
» description of a particular aged person

* how this particular aged person left a deep IMPression on you

« what you have leamt afler the visit

You may add further details if you wish.

Your letter should be writien in clear, comrect English. It should be an informat jetter
written in a polite tone.

i:nd of Paper

Setter: Mrs Jocelyn Chen
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WHITLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL

A Carning and Learning Community

MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2006

SUBJECT : ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 2

LEVEL : SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS

DATE : 27 APRIL 2006

DURATION : 1 HR 30 MIN

TIME - 16.06 - 11.30 am

MARKS: 50

2GT6 English Mid Year Exam Paper - Secondary One(ALL)

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST:
toOWnite in dark bive o Black penin the soaces nrovided on tho Answeor [TEDer
2 Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or.correction fluid

Wite your name, class and index number in the spaces provided on the
Answer Paper.

L)

4 Answer alt the questons.

Wnite your answers on the separate Answer Paper provided.

N

6 Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalized in any part
of the Paper.

2006 English Mid Year Exam Paper - Secondary One(ALL)

This Question Paper consists of 7 pninted pages.
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Section A: Synthesis of Sentences {10 marks)

Make each of the following sets of sentences into one sentence.
Write your answer on the Answer i’aper provided.

1 The teacher appeared at the door,
The ciass became quiet.
When

2 She reminded him of his promise to help her.
He did the job.
Reminded of

3 My sister 1s not going to the party
I am also not going.
Both

- m—

4  They parked their car at the side of the road.
They walked in.
after

Janet did not go to school.
She was not feeling well
As

iy

Section B: Cloze Passage {10 marks)

Read tie passage carefully and fill in the blanks with a suitable word.
Write your answer on the Answer Paper provided.

Aoweman, Sally Teo, who scaldad Ber vpzio afior she {1) too
miuch oil to fry fish, was jailed a total of seven months yesterday on two maid
{4) __ __ _charges

Ihe first chiazign reiates to an incident on Apnil 10 25t year, wihen she found

ner{3)  using what she thought was {ou murh oii in e trving ban. After
scolding her, the mather of two grabbed the maid's Jeft nng finger and
(4) - ttinto ihe hot oll.

1He nexi morning, the abuse continued.

While the maid was preparing {5} _for the children, aged nine and
twelve, at about 6.15 am, Tan asked her w iy she had (6) bread on two

consecutive days. She then punched the maid on the forehead and in the night eye.
she also {7) her feft ear.

The maid then ran off to see a friend, who (8} her $10 and told
her to make a (9} | _Teport.
Fan coutd have been {16) ) for up to 18 months and fined up to

31500 on each charge.
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Section C: Comprehension (30 marks)

Read rassage A and Passage B and then answer the questions which are
printed in the Question Paper.

Passage A

1

Sy

10

11

Meore than 300 students and 36 staff members of the Geylang Sera

Vocaticnal Training Centre are gearing up to join the new NorthLight School

ir Dunman Road opening next year.

Ihe centre will merge with Northtight and, together with the Assumption
Vecational Institute in Upper Bukit Timah, they will help students who
repeatediy tail the Pnimary School Leaving Examinations (PSLE) stay in

1304 HUHORL

One of NorthlLight's aims will be io tackle the high drop-out rate at the two
vocational training centres. Currently, only about 40 per cent of their
siuZents move on to the instifute of Technical Education (FTE) or find a job
after completing their coursc.

Ine rest, however, leave because they lose interest, tace family probieris
or would rather find jobs, said Assumption principal Christopher Neo.

teachers’ etforts — including outdoor learning, role-playing activities or
cven, at times, instruction in students’ inother tongue — to keep them
nterested do not always woik.

Lad Geylang Serar centre principa!l Chor Cho Siang: “When a student skips

school often, we speak to the family and let them know that i thev nced
nnzncial assistance. there are means to help them. But ofter the student
nz2c made up his mind to leave school”

Students at NorthLighi wilt get mare than double the number of hours of

character building lessons, as compared to the vocational centras — tn from

300 to 650 1n the first vear of stuay. And ihe number of hours spent on
rteiacy and maths skills will also be doubled.

Currently, students at the Geytang Serat and Assumplion institutes do a
one- of two-year vocational programme and leave with an ITE skilis
cerlificate.

1hose who fall the PSLE three imes or have dropped out after completing
oecondary 1 or 2 join the 2-year corrse, white those who have completed

>ec 3 take a one-year course.

1 the two institutes’ total of 700 students, 60 to 70 per cent have failed the
PSLE while the rest have dropped out of secondary school.

All students attend classes on basic Iiteracy skills, mathematics, computer
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18

Lol

N

skiils, technical drawing and basic electricity and electronics. They also
have physical education and character development lessons. 35

In the second year of study, students can choose from one of three
specializations: electrical servicing, mechanical servicing, and food
preparation and service.

In the electrical course, students learn to install electrical circuits, while the
mechanicai course teaches them how to overhaul production machinery, 40
among other things.

Students in the food preparation course learn about housekeeping,
customer service as well as cooking and food preparation.

Employment prospects include jobs as electrical and industrial machinery
tectirncians, and kitchen assistants 45

Mr Ricky Lim, 20, a former student from Assumption, graduated from the
electncal servicing course in 2004.

He went on (o join the ITE and topped his National ITE certification course.

"Even though | did well enough to go to ITE two years was quite rushed for
me. The new three-year programme might be at a better pace andwe can 50
learn rnore about a certain subject,” said Mr Lim, who hopes to become an
efeclncal engineer.

| (ST HOML 11/03/2006)

Passage B

A geod weacher should ignite her chidents’ terest in school and w guod
artist should bring o light issues that society neglects.

That 1s what Fencia | ow, 5 muit-disciplinary a0tist and teacher at Ciiig
Katong Convent, sirives to do. Her instaliation art exhibition, titled Deviant
will be held at the Subsiation from next Tuesday to March 24. 2

“F'm trying to create a space for students to surface. t's about the roic of a
student in the education system and our expectations of them "

Unable to get away from the topic of education even in her art, L ow jokingly
blames her "12-hour days in school”.

lndeed, her students are her source of iNspiration. She recalls: “The quiet 10
cnes have a lot going on int their heads. A few years ago, 1 taught this

student. Over the Chinese New Year holidays, she cutl up lines from a

book, stuffed them into hongbaos and then threw them out of the window.

She still dees that every year”

T'hat was performance an, Low says. Deviant marks her first Showing in 15
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‘more proper art space.

since 1999, she has neid 14 solo and group exhibitions and performances
N places as varied as East Coast Park and Singapore General Hospital.

She graduated with a BA in Fine Art from Goldsmiths College, London,
in 1899 on a Ministry of Education scholarship. 20

Upon her return, Low sat on a platform outside Raffles City Shopping
Centre balancing guppies in two water-filled glasses with the backs of her
hands for seven hours to a 500-strong crowd.

She says with a cheeky gnin: “It was to refled my bonded situation and my
feelings about it.” 25

|Low i1s also part of the creative team for Arts Without Limits. an art
collective set up in 2002 which conducts workshops in corrective and
rehabiitative facilities

I ast year, she spent two days of every school holiday period at Kaki Bukit
Prison School. One of the workshops required inmates te draw their perfect 30
claypot and then make ihem.

At the end of the sesston, they had to reflect upon their finished pieces and
their oniginal versions. In such a way, Low hoped to engage them to “look
at themselves and their relation to the world”.

Her dedication to teaching won her the Outstanding Youih in Education 35
Award from National Youth CouncH last year.

ohe wilt also be joining Nertblight Schoo!, which caters to students who
repeatedly 121 the Primaary School Leaving Examinations, when it opens
next January.

So excited is Low abot the school that she has already diawn up slans A{}
for the music, dance, draina and visuai arts curficulum.

Beatore she had even rknown about Nothlight in December last year, she

nad sent Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam a 40-page repoit

on how the arts can be efiectively applied to reach out to students at risk.

tHe praised her for her devotion to teaching and to her students in 45
Parliament on Wednesday.

Low says: "Once a child loses interest in school, he or she becomes
interested in everything outside of school. In extreme cases, when they
grow oider, they can’t ind jobs and they can't form proper relationships.”

she hopes Northlight can turn them around “into thinking, ' can do 50

something. | am fine as | am’™.
{ST Life! 11/03/2006)
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Read Passage A and Passage B and then answer all the questions which
follow below. You are recommended to answer the questions in the order set,

Mistakes in spciiing, punctuation and grammar may be penalized in any part of
the Paper. '

NOTE: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST
NOT COPY THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.

From Passage A:

From paragraph 1;

t When will NorthLight School be opening? [1]
From paragraph 3 and 4

2 Name one :%tirr! of setting up NorthLight School, 1]

3 (a) What is the percentage of students who drop out of the twa vocational training
centres? [1]

{b) State three reasons why they decide to drop out. | (3]
From paragraph 5 and 6:
4 How do you ihink teaching in students’ mother tongue can help the students? [2]

o

5 Explam in your own words what is meant by ‘finzncial assistance’ (line 13} 7]
. 7

P EOm paragraph |

6 Why do yeu fhink students at NorthLight will get more than double the number of
hours of churacter building lessors, as comparea to the vocational centres?  [2]

i-rom paragraphs 13 and 14:

7 What is the difference between the electrical course and the mechanical course?

(2]

8 Name one thing students in the food preparation course will learn [1]
From paragrapii 18;

3  What are the two advantages of the new three-year programme? |2}

10 Whatis Mr Ricky Lim's ambition? [1]
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From Passage B:
From paragraphs 2 and 3:
11 (3) Whatis Felicia Low trying to do with her installation art exhibition? {1]

{b) What s the installation art exhibition about? [2]

From paragraph 16:

12 Find another word from earlier on in the passage which can replace ‘music,
dance, drama and visual arts’ (line 41) [1]

From paragraphs 17 and 18:
13 What is the purpose of her 40-page report to the Education Minister? (1}

14 According to t-ehiaa Low, what might happen to students at risk when they grow
older? |2]

From Passages A and B:

15 ¥-or each of the following words, give one word or short phrase {of not more than
seven words) which has the same meaning that the word has i the passage.

From Passage A; Froem Passaae B:
L repeatedly (line 6) v solo (hne 17)
. tackie (linc B) v. cheely (inc 24)

End of Paper

Sefter: Mrs Jocelyn Chen
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WHITLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 20066
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Answer Sheet

Name: {( 1}
Class: Sec 1E

Section A: Synthesis of Sentences (10 marks)

1. When

2. Reminded of

_ _ [Z]
3. Both ) B | | ]
_ . _ — 7]
4 __ ] o . after i N
_ I o (2]
5 As )
o ] _{2]
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(/)
(8)

(9)

(10)

Section C: Comprehension {30 marks)

1.

1)

2- - -_—
. . L7}
3 (a) i I . 1
3 (b} L i i
) N )
4.
- e . _ 4]
o e _
_ e i i 2]
6'-— —~ - —_—— .-
] 12}
;-
e - 1]

(1]
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[}
10, (1]
11 {a}

1]
11 (b)
_ (2]
12 , R | N
13, . _ — N
_ —. ] - — [
14 ~
. S i . ]
o
repeaiedly - ) .
1. tackle -
. topped - -
V. solo -
v. Cheeky -

(o]

tnd of Paper

Setter: Mrs Jocelyn Chen
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WHITLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2006
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Answer Sheet

N g

Name: {

Ciass: Sec 1E

Section A: Synthesis of Sentences {10 marks)

1. When the teacher appeared at lhe door, the class became quiet 2]

2. Reminded of his promise to help her, he did the (s]53 | _ [<]

3. Both my sister and | are not going to the party.

4. They walked in after they had parked their car at the side of the road.

5. As Janet was not feeling well. she did not go to school.

Scction B: Cioze Passage {10 marks)

{11) used
(12) abuse
(13) maid
(14} pushed
(15) breakfasl
{16} served
(17) pulled
(18) gave
(19) police
(20) jailed
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Section C: Comprehension (30 marks)

3. It will be opening next year, _[1]

4. ltis to tackle the high drop-out rate at the two vocational training centres. 1]

3 (a) 60 per cent. | . [1]

3 {b) They lose inferest, face family problems or would rather find jobs. (3]

4. This will enable the students to understand the lesson better as some of them

may be weak in English. ) ] (2]
5. This means help given in cash form. N — 4]
6. This is so that they can be citizens with the right vaiues. —_[2]

/. In the eicctrical course, students learn to install electncal circuits while in the

mechanical course,_ students learn how to overhaul production machinery. 2]

|

8. Housckeeping / Customer service / Cooking / Food preparation. [1]

3. Itis at g betier pace and students can leam more aoout a certain subject. {2}

10. He hopes to become an electrical enginner. [1]

11 (a) She is trving to create a space for students to surface. [1]

11 {b) it is about the role of a student in the education system and our
- _ ] 2}

expectations of them

12. Mulli-disciplinary. [1]
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13. Ehe wants to highlight to him how the aris can be effecltively applieg to reach

out to students at risk. 1)
14. They might not be able to find jobs and form proper relationships. {2]
15.

I. repeatedly — more than one time

il. tackle — deal with

. topped — came in first

v. solo — one person only / individual

v. cheeky - mischievous

[O]

End of Paper

Selter: Mrs Jocelyn Chen
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