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Fill in these boxes and read what is printed below.

Full name of centre Town

Forename(s) Surname Number of seat

Date of birth
Day Month Year Scottish candidate number

Total marks — 30

SECTION 1 —LISTENING — 20 marks

You will hear two items in Mandarin. Before you hear each item, you will have one minute to
study the questions. You will hear each item twice, with an interval of one minute between
playings. You will then have time to answer the questions before hearing the next item. Write
your answers clearly, in English, in the spaces provided.

SECTION 2 — WRITING — 10 marks
Write your answer clearly, in Chinese (Simplified), in the space provided.

Attempt ALL questions. You may use a Chinese dictionary.

Additional space for answers is provided at the end of this booklet. If you use this space you
must clearly identify the question number you are attempting.

You are not allowed to leave the examination room until the end of the test.
Use blue or black ink.

Before leaving the examination room you must give this booklet to the >‘<S Q A
I_Invigilator; if you do not, you may lose all the marks for this paper. / @_I
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SECTION 1 — LISTENING — 20 marks s

MARGIN

Attempt ALL questions

Item 1

You hear a news bulletin about a gap year for young people.

(a) Apart from travelling abroad, what do some young people like to do for
a year? State one thing. 1

(b) What are their reasons for taking a gap year before going to university?

Give two reasons. 2
(c) What do some young people choose to do? 1
(d) What do some young people volunteer to do in Africa? Give one detail. 1

(e) According to the speaker, what do young people learn from a gap year?
State any one thing. 1

(f) Not many young people take a gap year in China. Why is this? Give any
one reason. 1

(g) Consider the news bulletin as a whole. Overall, what does it conclude
about taking a gap year? Tick (v) the correct statement. 1

Lots of students think that a gap year can be very
expensive.

A gap year can be a very negative experience.

Taking a gap year can be a meaningful experience.
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Item 2 e
You listen to Sophie who talks about her gap year in China.
(a) What did Sophie want out of her gap year? 1

(b) Sophie chose to go to a small village in China. Why did she do this?
State any two reasons. 2

(c) What caused her the biggest problem at the start of her stay in the
village? Why was this? State three reasons. 3

(d) What were the living conditions like there? Give two details. 2

(e) Why did Sophie like the meals in the village? State two reasons. 2

(f) Why did she think that being a teacher was not easy? State any two
reasons. 2
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SECTION 2 — WRITING — 10 marks JARGIN

TRNNEEN RN RZA DN TERIES? IR IRE Pl e £
TR, RIEFERITTIERANS 7 5150-180 D7, BEULARAIUL Al

Do you think all young people should have a gap year? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of taking a gap year? Write 150-180 characters, giving your
opinion in Chinese (Simplified).

. IEAERTATAR AR

*SQ28HO0204 *
Page four




ANSWER SPACE FOR SECTION 2
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ANSWER SPACE FOR SECTION 2 (continued)
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ANSWER SPACE FOR SECTION 2 (continued)

[END OF SPECIMEN QUESTION PAPER]
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Date — Not applicable

Duration — 1 hour and 20 minutes

This paper must not be seen by any candidate.

The material overleaf is provided for use in an emergency only (eg the recording or equipment
proving faulty) or where permission has been given in advance by SQA for the material to be
read to candidates with additional support needs. The material must be read exactly as
printed.
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Transcript — Higher

Instructions to reader(s):

For each item, read the English once, then read the Mandarin twice, with an interval of
1 minute between the two readings. On completion of the second reading, pause for the
length of time indicated in brackets after the item, to allow the candidates to write their

answers.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the
material, those sections marked (f) should be read by a female speaker and those marked
(m) by a male; those sections marked (t) should be read by the teacher.

(t)

(m/f)

Item 1
You hear a news bulletin about a gap year for young people.

You now have one minute to study the questions for Item 1.

MSERZ E R, Fregfarpainllg, S M —5 R e i E AT 5 1T

Lo MATIANEIR, FEAR A S] CARKI 8], prAAy B2 7E RS2 DART, RERS
TFEERIASE, KPR, X S s E MR . a5 224
Tt MR ZER AR RAT T e AR —FH, REZER NEFRF %
AT RN, BEC RE . HEEFERE AR, A FEE NEREFNEE
B, WENHIN TN Z BRI S 1. IR Z R NG S kAl
1522 VIRZ - 08, 0 1 B 2w, WESGR TRZIA, =24k
HARIZ 1. AR, FEARIRZ 5 N R AR BCE KA ) e 35 224

T, RO ER RS A B AR KRR R R, AR D IR T
AT 2] o AR E 2 ARk, AR R A B AT

(2 minutes)
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(t) Item 2
You listen to Sophie who talks about her gap year in China.

You now have one minute to study the questions for Item 2.

(m) 1REF, RIE riREERPER T10MH . REREF E K2 7Y ?
() FAFFEXRAAEFENXBAEN, eFEAB, LTRSS, BEEHEF MR
(m) BEAIEAI P E— T2

() . BITeRda, WAERN Z EHs R L TR, ke L — e
B LT, 2l N, ERIRE R P E# . MRk
E RIEH202 N R4

(m) BRITPARE T HEILAR—ARA, X2
f 2.

(m) REHMENAFIEAL R LKA I, WTRERNEANADRD . RAtt4ik
BFEAENE?

() 2, X TP EAGSURLS, B, WA RIFI, H=, &
PRI ST, S — W BT St il : - “ARTaml%! 7 Rk Ur
IhP AR, AR TR APl IRESR GBI TR, 7

(m) ARVRBEAGLE T B AR BIETEEAR?

(f) FANEBEEEAZIBARRE, RN EIZ. ERERMTT, ="
KEEREM=AHEEEE . WG, FATERA SRR AT S W
FEVEER A, ARATEAERAT, KR, GRHEAGEA TS FAARFEAXK
B, WK, WA MNE—ADEE, RAOGK, Brela AL

(m) PRI BEARAS B ZR P 2

() ARGFMT, FRFHERIZAR IS I, UMz R PR AR AR iE, 1REfIZ, PE3RsE
S ENCHIRZ 1. M HARM PSR T, 2R, AMRAEE LR
AR EE T

(m) WRREHNZLE R T

() FAMAAR T DRI, #EhaE. 1= R55 77, EERSE i i
HARE FRILA 24, AR AT 2 . IUAERA FIIE, HZIME 2 AMAE
Gy AMEEEARKIS [ HES BRI, 1 HEA M LAMEZ O, REZLT .

(m) XA RERR AR H B g ?
() MEPFIRK T . MELERWEHFE 1, M HAERRR EHIIAE(E.

(2 minutes)
(t) End of test.

Now look over your answers.

[END OF SPECIMEN TRANSCRIPT]
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SQ28/H/02 Mandarin Simplified
Listening and Writing

Marking Instructions

These Marking Instructions have been provided to show how SQA would mark this
Specimen Question Paper.

The information in this publication may be reproduced to support SQA qualifications only
on a non-commercial basis. [f it is to be used for any other purpose, written permission
must be obtained from SQA’s Marketing team on permissions@sqa.org.uk.

Where the publication includes materials from sources other than SQA (ie secondary
copyright), this material should only be reproduced for the purposes of examination or
assessment. If it needs to be reproduced for any other purpose it is the user’s
responsibility to obtain the necessary copyright clearance.
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General Marking Principles for Higher Mandarin (Simplified) Listening

This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply
when marking candidate responses to questions in this Paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required
in candidate responses.

(@) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these General
Marking Principles and the Detailed Marking Instructions for this assessment.

(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response,
marks are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and
understanding: they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or
omissions.

(c) Award a mark to each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions and the
answers for each question must come from the Item.

(d) The marks available in this Paper are as follows:

i) Questions (a)—(f) from Item 1 and all questions from Item 2 require candidates to
provide answers based on comprehension of information from the passage. The
marks available for each question range between 1—3 marks.

ii) Question (g) from Item 1 is the overall purpose question worth 1 mark. This is
always a supported question. In this paper the question is presented in the form of
a grid. Where a candidate ticks two or more boxes award zero marks.

(e) For questions that ask candidates to ‘state’ or ‘give’, candidates must give a brief,
accurate response/name.

(f) The Marking Instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should provide for
each answer. We use the term “or any other acceptable answer” to allow for the
possible variation in candidate responses. Credit should be given according to the
accuracy and relevance of candidate’s answers. Candidates may be awarded marks
where the answer is accurate but expressed in their own words.

(g) The utmost care must be taken when entering and totalling marks. Where appropriate,
all summations for totals must be carefully checked and confirmed.

(h) For live Listening Marking Instructions, there will be a process of illustrating other
acceptable answers.
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General Marking Principles for Higher Mandarin (Simplified): Section 2 —Writing

This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when
marking candidate responses to questions in this Paper. These principles must be read in
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in

candidate responses.

(@)

Candidates will write 150—180 characters in Chinese (Simplified) in a piece of extended

writing addressing a stimulus of three questions in Chinese (Simplified).

(b)

Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these General

Marking Principles and the specific Marking Instructions for the Writing task.

(c)

For each of the sections for writing, the marker should select the pegged mark that most

closely describes the candidate’s performance.

(d)

Marking should be holistic. There may be strengths and weaknesses in the piece of

writing; markers should focus as far as possible on the strengths, taking account of
weaknesses only where they significantly detract from the overall impression. Marks
should be awarded for the candidate’s demonstration of ability in the three main

characteristics in writing:
i) Content
ii) Accuracy

iii) Language resource — variety, range, structure

(e)

Markers can award the highest pegged mark for writing even if there are minor errors.

These should not detract from the overall impression.

(f)

Candidates may display ability across more than one pegged mark descriptor. Markers

should recognise the closeness of the pegged mark descriptors and consider carefully the
most appropriate overall pegged mark based on the candidate’s performance.

The table below gives further guidance to markers. If:

The candidate exceeds the
recommended character count

This in itself need not be important, although it is important
to be clear that it is possible to attain top marks, if the
writing does not exceed 150 characters. It is important to
assess what has been written - sometimes by exceeding the
word count the candidate’s control of the language
deteriorates and this has to be reflected in the mark awarded.

The candidate has been asked to
address a topic with two aspects
but only addresses one of these

In such a case the candidate is deemed to have not addressed
the task fully. The quality of the language should be assessed
and the writing should then be placed in the next category
down, eg if the writing would otherwise have been awarded 8,
it should instead be awarded 6.

Some parts of the writing fit into
one category but others are in
the next, lower category

If the better sections contain more sophisticated language, it
may still be appropriate to choose the higher marks. However,
if the better sections contain relatively basic constructions
and attempts to use more sophisticated language are
unsuccessful, then it is most likely that the writing is at the
6/4 interface and the Marking Instructions should be used to
help the marker come to a final decision.

The marker is having great
difficulty in deciding whether the
writing is good enough to pass or
not quite good enough to pass

It is essential to consider carefully the accuracy of the verbs
overall. If more verbs are correct than wrong, then it is likely
that the candidate deserves to pass, unless there are many
other inaccuracies in the writing.
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