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Reading and Translation

50 marks are allocated to this paper, 30 for comprehension questions and 20 for translation into
English.  The value attached to each question is shown after each question.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.
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Read carefully the following article about the Chinese university entrance examination

(Gaokao), and answer in English the questions which follow on page three.

5

10

15

20

25

30

“ ”, 

 

“ ”

1000

“ ”  

“ ”

“ ” “ ”  

“

” “

” 

 

 

“ ”

 

“ ”

‘ ’  



Page three[X256/701]

QUESTIONS

1. (a) Some foreigners view the Chinese university entrance examination as a

“battle”.  Why?

(b) Gaokao is the world’s biggest university entrance examination.  How does the

author illustrate this?

(c) What happens shortly after the examination is over?

(d) When the students receive their results, what do they then have to do?

(e) What does the author say about those who are successful in the examination?

2. (a) Wang Xiaoli was successful with her application to Beijing University.  What

comments does she make about this? 

(b) Why was Zhang Chun very disappointed with his performance in the

examination?

(c) Why is he planning to re-sit the examination next year?

3. Improvements have been made in the examination system.  What is the author’s

opinion of these changes?

4. According to the author, why would it be difficult to replace the current system?

5. What changes have to be made to eliminate the competitive nature of the

examination, in the author’s opinion?

6. Does the author of the article consider the “Gaokao” to be an effective

examination?  Support your answer with close reference to the text.

7. Translate into English:  

(lines 17–20)
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[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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2010 Mandarin (Simplified) Advanced Higher Reading and Translation

Word List

Question 1 

 

  Global Times (newspaper) 

   next level of education  

  examination marking scheme 

   preferences 

  victors/winners 

 

Question 2 

 

   disappointed  

   dream/ideal 

 

Question 3 

 

   specialism 

 

Question 4 

 

   system 

   strict 

   point of view 

 

Question 5 

 

   entitled to 

   diploma/degree 

  niche 
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N A T I O N A L
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2 0 1 0

T U E S D A Y ,  1  J U N E
1 . 0 0  P M  –  2 . 4 5  P M

There are two sections in this paper.

Section I: 30 marks are allocated to this section.
Section II: 40 marks are allocated to this section.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.

You will have 2 minutes to study the questions before hearing the recording for Section I.
During this time you should study the questions for both Part A and Part B.
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Section I—Listening

Part A

Listen carefully to the news item about school students participating in sport during the

winter holiday and then answer in English the questions which follow.

You will hear the item twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.  There

will then be a further interval of three minutes before you hear Part B.  You may make

notes at any time. 

Questions

1. What shows that students are very keen to participate in sporting activities?

2. What are some students concerned about during the holiday?

3. What does the gymnasium in Nanchang City offer to attract students?

4. What are the benefits of joining this gym?

5. (a) What do many people think should happen?

(b) Why?

Marks

2

1

2

2

2

1

(10)
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Part B

Now listen to Lili and Xiaodong discussing their views about sport and then answer in

English the questions that follow.

You will hear the conversation twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.

You may make notes at any time. 

Questions

1. What prevents Lili from joining the local gym?

2. (a) What does Xiaodong say about his parents?

(b) How does this influence his behaviour in school?

(c) What are his own views on this matter?

3. (a) According to Lili, what are the benefits of doing sport?

(b) What does she think can happen if you don’t do sports?

4. (a) What does Xiaodong say often happens to PE lessons in school?

(b) Why do he and his classmates dislike PE lessons?

5. (a) What does Lili say about her classmates in general?

(b) What does she say that she has done?

6. How has Xiaodong’s attitude to sport changed, and why?

7. Why does he think that a career in sport is not easy?

Marks

2

2

1

1

2

2

1

2

2

1

2

2

(20)

(Total = 30 marks)

[Turn over for Section II—Discursive Writing
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Section II—Discursive Writing

Write an essay in Chinese (Simplified) of about 300–400 characters on one of the

following topics.

1.

“Every young person should experience the world of work for one year before going to
University”.  Do you agree?

2.

“Global warming is destroying the planet”.  What proof is there to back up this statement?
What action can we take?

3.

The book or the film of the book?  Which attracts you more, and why?

4.

Young people are aware of the dangers of alcohol, but they continue drinking.  What is your
opinion of this problem, and why?  What can be done about it?

5.

“The gap between young people and their parents is getting bigger by the day”.  Do you
agree with this statement?

(40 marks)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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(m)

or

(f)

Listen carefully to the news item about school students participating in sport during the

winter holiday and then answer in English the questions which follow.

You will hear the item twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.  There

will then be a further interval of three minutes before you hear Part B.  You may make

notes at any time. 

Instructions to reader:

Candidates have two minutes to study the questions for Part A and Part B.

Part A

The passage below should be read in approximately 2½ minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for one minute, then read the passage again.

There should then be a further pause of three minutes before reading Part B.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, it may be read by a male or female speaker.
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(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

Now listen to Lili and Xiaodong discussing their views about sport and then answer in

English the questions that follow.

You will hear the conversation twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.

You may make notes at any time. 

Instructions to reader(s):

Part B

The dialogue below should be read in approximately 4 minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for one minute, then read the dialogue a second time.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, those sections marked (m) should be read by a male speaker and those marked

(f) by a female speaker.
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[Turn over
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[END OF TRANSCRIPT]
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