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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

•  the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

•  the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question

•  the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

•  marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

•  marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

•  marks are not deducted for errors 

•  marks are not deducted for omissions 

•  answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

Part 1 – banded mark scheme – for Question 1 
 

Marks available: 
 
Language – 9 marks 
Content – 6 marks 
 

Content Language 

5–6 Very good 
Detailed, clearly relevant and well illustrated; 

coherently argued and structured. 

8–9 Very good 
Confident use of complex sentence 

patterns; generally accurate; extensive 
vocabulary, good sense of idiom. 

4 Good 
Sound knowledge and generally relevant; 

some ability to develop argument and draw 
conclusions. 

6–7 Good 
Generally sound grasp of grammar in spite of 
quite a few lapses; reads reasonably; some 
attempt at varied vocabulary and sentence 

patterns. 

3 Adequate 
Some knowledge, but not always relevant; a 

more limited capacity to argue. 

4–5 Adequate 
A tendency to be simple, clumsy or laboured; 

some degree of accuracy; inappropriate use of 
idiom. 

2 Poor 
Some attempt at argument, tends to be 

sketchy or unspecific; little attempt to structure 
an argument; major misunderstanding of 

question. 

2–3 Poor 
Conistently simple or pedestrian sentence 

patterns (basic sentence structure) with 
persistent errors; limited vocabulary. 

0–1 Very poor 
Vague and general; ideas presented at 

random. 

0–1 Very poor 
Only the simplest sentence patterns; little 
evidence of grammatical awareness; very 

limited vocabulary. 

 

General Marking Instructions 

 

Content Marks 
Language marks 

available 

5/6 9 

3/4 7 

1/2 5 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 Bullet Points: Any 2 appropriate points from each bullet point, e.g.  15

 ᓟǌ˄Ĩþì ĜĨĨ䛲äĨㅎĨúἶ㩕Ĩø⛭ 
䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ 䯈Ĩ ǕɟäĨᲘäĨ䯎Ĩ✇ 

2 

 �䞈ĨĚîþ➳Ĩ ǔ˄ Ĩ䜫ĨĨ㪺Ĩ㈉Ĩ✇Ĩ�ᓟǌ˄ĨþìĨĜçä ǕɟäĨ㈉Ĩ㐗ì㥀ßĨ䯎Ĩ✇ 
Ĩę⪌þĨĜĨėǎ˄ îౄĨㅎĨėþ ĨྟĜĚîౄĨㅎĨ䁣ìĨĜç㵑ĨĨ䆀Ĩ䯋Ĩ䋔Ĝėä䡋ìĨⵇĨė䮩ē㈊

ĨĨę⪌þĜ 
Ĝėǎ˄ îౄĨㅎĨĨĜ╌ĨᣆþĨㅎĨ䗂Ĩ䜫Ĩ䔙Ĩ䕉Ǎ Ĩ˄ø⛭ 

2 

 Ĩᓟǌ˄ĨþìĜǔ ǎɟþᄆĨ㪺Ĩ㈉Ĩ䤈✯ĨㅎĨⵆ⥲ 
Ĝ ǔ˄ Ĩৄ䤈✯Ĩ䙗ĨĜ ǔ˄ Ĩᮬ䂄Ĩ㪺Ĩ㈉Ĩ䤈✯ 

ĨĜ ǔ˄ Ĩ⸗ĨäမĨ䜱㈊äĨ䆀ĨėݵĨĨ䆀Ĩė㥀≸ 
ę⪌þĜĨę⪌þĨĨĨ ǔ˄ Ĩᮬ䂄Ĩ䆀Ĩï䯠Ĩ䈢⾶ĨîþäĨė㯸 

2 

 Total = Content 6 + Language 9 = 15 Marks  

 If only 2 out of 3 bullet points attempted total available language mark is 7. 

 If only 1 out of 3 bullet points attempted total available language mark is 5. 

 If composition is more than 200 words ignore any extra material. 
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Question Answer Marks 

Part 2 – banded mark scheme – for Questions 2(a) and (b) 
 
Marks available: 
 
Language – 15 marks 
Content – 5 marks 
 

Content Language 

5 Very good 
Detailed, clearly relevant and well illustrated; 

coherently argued and structured. 

13–15 Very good 
Confident use of complex sentence 

patterns; generally accurate; extensive 
vocabulary, good sense of idiom. 

 

4 Good 
Sound knowledge and generally relevant; 

some ability to develop argument and draw 
conclusions. 

10–12 Good 
Generally sound grasp of grammar in spite of 
quite a few lapses; reads reasonably; some 
attempt at varied vocabulary and sentence 

patterns. 

3 Adequate 
Some knowledge, but not always relevant; a 

more limited capacity to argue. 

7–9 Adequate 
A tendency to be simple, clumsy or laboured; 

some degree of accuracy; inappropriate use of 
idiom. 

2 Poor 
Some attempt at argument, tends to be 

sketchy or unspecific; little attempt to structure 
an argument; major misunderstanding of 

question. 

4–6 Poor 
Conistently simple or pedestrian sentence 

patterns (basic sentence structure) with 
persistent errors; limited vocabulary. 

0–1 Very poor 
Vague and general; ideas presented at 

random. 

0–3 Very poor 
Only the simplest sentence patterns; little 
evidence of grammatical awareness; very 

limited vocabulary. 

 

General Marking Instructions 

The syllabus specifies that the candidates are to write a response in Urdu of about 200 
words. Examiners are to read up to 250 words and ignore any further writing.  
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Question Answer Marks 

 

Question 2(a) Speech Content  

 Start of speech/introduction 1 

 Importance of the charity work (3 points) 3

 End of speech (concluded sentence) 1

 Total 5 marks

Question 2(b) Report Content 

 Introduction of the place 1

 Three details of the place 3

 Opinion/Conclusion 1

 Total 5 marks

 

General Marking Instructions 

Rubric infringement: 
If the candidate has attempted the wrong type of task (e.g. speech instead of report) award 
maximum of 3 marks for Content and maximum of 12 marks for Language. 
 

Content 
marks 

Language marks 
available 

5 15 

4 12 

3 9 

2 6 

1 5 
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a) Speech Content 

 ï⧱ßĨⵇĨ ǎɟከøîሟ�  1 

 㪺Ĩ㈉Ĩ䛲äĨㅎĨûĨⵇĨᒖä⁖ᓕᓟĨǌ Ĩ˄㰛  
ᏼĨ㈉Ĩኌ 

3

  ĨⵇĨ ǎɟከ�ᡘĨ䆂ὪäĨ�ûὪä  1

2(b) Report Content 

 øîሟĨⵇĨ᠁�Ĩçî⦜Ĩ䧳î ǖ˄  1

 ᏼĨ㈉ĨኌĨᓟǌ˄Ĩ㰛ĨᓕĨ㪺Ĩ㈉Ĩçî⦜Ĩ䧳î ǖ˄  3

 䇾�䥞äîĨ�ᡘĨ ǎä�  1
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Question Answer Marks 

3  20

 1–2 Ask an Englishman - what is the hardest thing to learn 2

 Accept 

Ĝ䞈ĨĨㅏĨçǌ˄Ĩ� Ĩᷚ㵐Ĩ╌Ĩ ǌחĨㅎ䗂Ĩ⸗Ĩ�ĨⓁĨĨ〪 Ĩu ດ�Ĩ䥞ᜯĨᲘດĨ䮪ĨĨ╌Ĩǔ ǎɟ䑨äĨ⹔ 
䕉䑶ä 

 Reject 

ìǎ˄ �䅠Ĩ䑷äĨĜěî㍉ 

 3–5 and he will probably tell you – that learning a foreign language – is 
top of the list 

3

 Accept 

ĜĨ䞈䯎þäĨ╌Ĩ ǌחĨ㈉�Ĩ ǖח⮮ĨąĨ⇤ĨⒿĨüǌ˄ïĨ㼝Ĩ⪌Ĩ Ĩ〪㈊いĨ䮪ĨĨ╌ĨĐßĨĨęþĨĨ㑗⧱�Ĩ ǎ̔ ǕӀĨĨîþä 
 Reject 

Ĝüǌ˄ïĨ㰛ĨĜüǌ˄ïĨĚ⇤þìĨĜüǌ˄ïĨㅎĨ Ǐɝǌ˄ĨĜüǌ˄ïĨ䕉þĨĜ䩶Ĝ㘺 

 6–9 This is because England is a country where most of the population 
speak only one language. 

4

 Accept 

ĨĨĨø✜ĨĚìǌ˄ßĨ ǖɟĨęìǎ˄ ï�Ĩ ǖ ǎҍⷑäĨㅎĨĚìǌ˄ßĨĨĨėᣇĨ䞈Ĩ㼘Ĩ䧸äĨĨ ǎäĨ䖽⟷ ǌɟ�䑼äĨĨ䐲㈀Ĩ䞈Ĩ㩓ĨðäĨ䮪ĨĨ
Ĝ䞈Ĩ㔍Ĩüǌ˄ïĨ䜱Ĩ ǎä 

 Reject 

Ĩ䮩qĜ䞈ĨᒖßĨüǌ˄ïĜė㍉㥀ĜĖ㥀Ĝ㈉  

 10–12 This means that they don’t get many chances to hear people 
speaking other languages.

3

 Accept 

㼀Ĩ䔽Ⲛä䁡Ĩęìǎ˄ ïĨਏĨ㈉Ĩ ǔ ǔԹ  䥞Ĩ䜫Ĩ㔔Ĩ䖻ǌ˄ïĨĚ⇤þìĨ〨Ĩė㍉㥀Ĩ䔽ĄäĨĨĨ〪Ĩ䞈Ĩ㶱ĨⵇĨðä 
 Reject 

䮨ìĨěìĨĕî㩕Ĩ〨Ĩ�Ⲛ䁡�Ĩ༔ĨᏠĨ䞈ĨⵇĨᡅĨęþĨ Ĩ〪䞈Ĩ㟟Ĩ╌Ĩę⭂Ĩ䯆äĨĜⲚ䁡 
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Question Answer Marks 

3 13–15 On the other hand, in many parts of the world – it is nothing 
unusual – to speak several languages 

4

 Accept 

Ĩ⪌Ĩ䤈〨ĨĨ㣦Ĩ䖻ǌ˄ïĨㅋĨĨⵇĨė㍉㥀ĨĨ䆀ĨĨėẖĨ╌ĨਏĨ㈉Ĩ䕊ìĨĨ⥮Ĩ ǌɟĨ㈉Ĩðä�Ĩø⠪ĨĚ⇤þì
Ĝ䞈Ĩ䔽Ĩçǌ˄ĨĨû⣇�㦇㸍 

 Reject 

䞈Ĩçǌ˄Ĩ⣷ĨĜĨçǌ˄ĨòὟĜ䆀ĨėẖĨ㰛ĨĜ䯎Ĩᏼ䗃Ĩě⇤þìĜ  

 16–17 Take my old Pakistani friend Ghulam Ali as an example 2

 Accept 

ĜĨ㩇Ĩ㩔Ĩú㬲ĨㅎĨ⦇ĨĨû⨵Ĩ ǖחþìĨĨ䕉⸡Ǎ˄Ĩ䗂ä䯎ĨĨě䄎 
 Reject 

 ǖחþìĨø✜ 

 18–20 His mother tongue is Hindko – but because he grew up in 
Peshawar – he also speaks Pashtu. 

3

 Accept 

Ĩ㓔ĨĨඔĨęþĨ䞈ä䜫ĨĨäǗ ǌɟĨĨ෦�䞉Ǘ ǍؼĨüäþ䯎Ĩ䆀ĨîþඎĨĨĨęþĨ䐲㈀Ĩ㨉Ĩ䞈Ĩ〨䛿Ĩüǌ˄ïĨㅎĨė㩕�ĨĚîì㩕ĨㅎĨðä
Ĝ䞈 

 Reject 

Ĝüǌ˄ïĨຊäĨㅎĨðĄä 
 21–24 His parents taught him Urdu – and he went to a private school – 

where he learnt English. 
4

 Accept 

Ĩ䞛䯈Ĩ䆀Ĩú≸ĨĚîⵇ⇤Ĩ⪌�Ĩú≸äĨ Ǘ ǎҍ䥛ä䯎�Ĩ䉪Ĩ ǎäĨĨĨęþĨîþäĨ䤈≻ĨþìîäĨ╌äĨĨ䗂Ĩ䭆㘪äþĨ㈉Ĩðä
ĜⓄĨĚǔ ǎɟ䑨äĨĨ䗂ĨðäĨėᣇĨᏽĨ䯉Ĩ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䡊䯈�ᏽ 

 Reject 

ú≸ĨĚîⵇ⇤ĨĜú≸Ĩ䓷î㍉ 
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Question Answer Marks 

3 25–26 He studied Arabic at the mosque since he was a child. 2

 Accept 

Ĝ䗃îĨⒻĨĨ⣻ĨĨĨ䆀Ĩ㲥Ĩ╌ĨĨĨĨęþ 
 Reject 

î㱄ĜᏽĨ Ǘ˄ Ĩu ǌ ǌ̵ ĨĜ  

 27–30 As well as these languages-he has taught himself Persian because 
he loves poetry. 

3

 Accept 

Ĩ╌�䞈Ĩ൯ĨਏĨĚ⣻ ǕӀĨ╌äĨ䐲㈀ĨⓄĨ⑬î⪕╌Ĩì⁏Ĩ䗂ĨðäĨęþ⥲�ĨᏼĨᏼĨĨ㈉Ĩė䔘ǌ˄ïĨüä
ù⚏�Ĝ䞈Ĩ㮺Ĩਏ 

 31–33 It is said that you need a special talent to learn languages, but I 
think that is wrong. 

3

 Accept 

Ĩ⨾Ĩ䮪Ĩ䆀Ĩú⁔Ĩě䄎Ĩ ǎĨ䞈Ĩçîþ➳ĨㅎĨ ǖ ǎօ❆ĨòὟĨ〨ĨĐßĨ㩓Ĩ㩔ĨⓁĨ䖻ǌ˄ïĨ〪 䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ᜯĨ〫
Ĝ䞈 

 Reject 

çî䁤ĨĜ䜁 

 34–37 You need strong willpower  and as many chances to use  it as 
possible. 

3

 Accept 

ĨĨęìǎ˄ ïĨĨ䜫Ĩ㽟ĨᝦĨĨ㩓㈉Ĩ䗂⸗Ĩúä㈉ĨðäĨîþä䞈Ĩçîþ➳ĨㅎĨ䗂Ĩ⸗ĨęìäîäĨĨĨĨĨĨත㩓Ĩ㈉ĨðäĨĨĨĨ〨ĨĐß
ĨęìäîäĨçⴑĨô㶜ĨĜƾǘ ƸǒƹǓŗ ᨴĨ㼰ĨⲚä䁡ĨĨĨęìǎ˄ ïĨ╌ 
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Question Answer Marks 

3 38–40 Most important of all, you have to be prepared to make lots of 
mistakes and be laughed at. 

4

 Accept 

ĨîþäĨ䮨⸗Ĩė⩃Ĩ⑬ĨਏĨĐßĨ Ĩ〪Ĩ㈊䜫Ĩ䚾îĨîᒗ 㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩçǌ Ĩ˄ĨðäĨ〨ĨĨĐßĨ〪Ĩ䞈Ĩ䮪ĨĨçǌ˄Ĩ䚽äĨ╌Ĩ ǌח
䥞ᜯĨǎ˄ äēĄäĨùä㱆ĨතßĜ䜒Ĩ䯎ĨĐßĨĖ㥀 

 Reject 

Ĝ䞀ᜯĨ䜫ĨîᒗĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䜍ĨĐß 

 


