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General Comments

Most of the candidates have performed well this year as well. Most candidates have
made mistakes with the basic grammar and the arrangement of the sentences. In
particular, more attention should be paid to constructing the sentences and the hand
writing. The proper writing language should be used rather than writing sentences
using informal speaking language.

Question 1

The candidates were required to translate a Sinhala passage in to English and the
passage was about a traditional village and the life of a village. Most of the
candidates had difficulty in translating a few words like reservoir, hydro-power
station, names of the vegetables and phrases but more than 80% of the candidates
were successful in translating the basic idea.

Question 2

In this question the candidates were required to translate an English passage in to
Sinhala. The passage was about Ceylon tea. Only a few candidates grasped the idea
and translated in to Sinhala properly. Most of them had difficulties in building
sentences and translating some words and phrases. The basic grammar knowledge on
the tenses and the arrangement of the sentences were tested.

Question 3

Five English sentences were given in this question to translate in to Sinhala. The main
objective of this question was to test the candidate’s basic grammar knowledge and
their answers were satisfactory. Some of them had difficulties in arranging the
sentences.

Question 4

This is a long essay question and the candidate’s writing and organization skills were
tested. Most of the candidates had nice and interesting ideas, but they had
difficulties when they expressed those in Sinhala. Some had used informal language
and some had problems when writing in sentences.
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