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1. Translate the following passage into English:
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(Total 25 marks)
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2. Translate the following passage into Sinhala:

Elephants are the largest land-dwelling mammals on earth. They have very thick skin that keeps
them cool. The trunk contains more than 40,000 muscles that the elephant uses to gather food and
water. They also have large ears and thick, tree-trunk-like legs to support their great weight.

There are two distinct species of elephants: the African elephant and the Asian elephant. African
elephants are found in countries south of the Sahara Desert and in the rainforests of west and
central Africa. The Asian elephant is found in India, Sri Lanka, China and in other south-east Asian
countries. The Asian elephants have been very important to Asian culture for thousands of years
— they have been domesticated and are used for religious festivals, transportation and to move
heavy objects.

Elephants live in family groups of related females called a herd. The herd is led by the oldest and
often largest female in the herd, called a matriarch. Herds consist of 8-100 individuals.

When a calf'is born, it is raised and protected by the whole matriarchal herd. Males leave the family
unit between the ages of 12—15 and may lead solitary lives or live temporarily with other males.

(Total 25 marks)

3. Translate the following sentences into Sinhala:
(a) We travel to school by bus.
(b) Last night I watched television for two hours.
(¢) Do you like to eat raw fish?
(d) When the bell rang, the teacher was collecting our history books.

(e) If it rains this evening, the cricket match will be cancelled.

(Total 15 marks)
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4. Write an essay in Sinhala on one of the following topics.
Write about 200-250 words.

(a) ‘Money does not buy happiness.’
Do you agree?
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(b) Write an essay about a person you admire.
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(c) Your friend has agreed to look after your pet while you are on holiday for two weeks. Write a
letter to your friend instructing him or her on how to look after your pet.
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(Total 35 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 100 MARKS
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