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SOURCE D: From the memoirs of Philipp Scheidemann, written in 1920. Scheidemann was the Social
Democratic Chancellor of Germany for five months in 1919. He resigned in June 1919,
rather than sign the Treaty of Versailles.

The Peace Treaty handed to these delegates on 7 May was the most unfair piece of work ever produced
by blind hatred and senseless fury. The German government, in its communications with Wilson, took
as its basis the solemn assurances of the President of the USA that ‘the Allies were not waging war
against the German people, but against Kaiserism and Prussian militarism.’ The Kaiser had fled and
was therefore non-existent. Prussian militarism lay dead on the ground, while the Allies were armed to
the teeth. A Parliament elected by the people and a government with a Social Democratic President
and Premier represented the German nation. But in spite of all these, here was this dictated Treaty, by
which a nation of seventy million was to be enslaved and deprived of its honour and defence for years.
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SOURCE E: A cartoon published in an English magazine in April 1919. Germany is saying ‘Monstrous,
| call it. Why it's fully a quarter of what we should have made them pay, if we'd won.
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