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PASSAGE ONE


For use with Question 1(a) Julius Caesar


		  Antony:		   …The noble Brutus
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious.
If it were so, it was a grievous fault,
And grievously hath Caesar answered it.
Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest –
For Brutus is an honourable man;
He hath brought many captives home to Rome
Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill.
Did this in Caesar seem ambitious?
When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept.            
Ambition should be made of sterner stuff.
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious,
And Brutus is an honourable man.
You all did see that on the Lupercal
I thrice presented him a kingly crown,
Which he did thrice refuse. Was this ambition?
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious,
And, sure, he is an honourable man.
I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke,
But here I am to speak what I do know.
You all did love him once, not without cause.
What cause withholds you then to mourn for him?
O judgment! Thou art fled to brutish beasts,
And men have lost their reason. Bear with me.
My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar,
And I must pause till it come back to me. (weeps)


		  1st Plebian:	 Methinks there is much reason in his sayings.


		  2nd Plebian:	 If thou consider rightly of the matter,
			   Caesar has had great wrong.


		  3rd Plebian:	 Has he, masters?       
			   I fear there will a worse come in his place.
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PASSAGE TWO


For use with Question 2(a) The Taming of the Shrew


		  Baptista:	 Gentlemen, importune me no farther,
For how I firmly am resolved you know;
That is, not bestow my youngest daughter
Before I have a husband for the elder:
If either of you both love Katherina,
Because I know you well and love you well,
Leave shall you have to court her at your pleasure.


		  Gremio (Aside): 	To cart her rather: she’s too rough for me.
There, There, Hortensio, will you any wife?


		  Katherina:	 I pray you, sir, is it your will              
To make a stale of me amongst these mates?


		  Hortensio:	 Mates, maid! How mean you that? No mates for you,
			   Unless you were of gentler, milder mould.


		  Katherina:	 I’faith, sir, you shall never need to fear:
I wis it is not half way to her heart; 
But if it were, doubt not her care should be
To comb your noddle with a three-legg’d stool
And paint your face and use you like a fool.


		  Hortensio:	 From all such devils, good Lord deliver us!


		  Gremio:	 And me too, good Lord! 


		  Tranio:	 Hush, master! Here’s some good pastime toward:
			   That wench is stark mad or wonderful froward.


		  Lucentio: 	 But in the other’s silence do I see
Maid’s mild behavior and sobriety.
Peace, Tranio!	


		  Tranio:	 Well said, master; mum! and gaze your fill.
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PASSAGE THREE


For use with Question 3(a) The Winslow Boy


			   (desmond curry comes in.  He is a man of about forty-five, with 
the figure of an athlete gone to seed. He has a mildly furtive 
manner, rather as if he has just absconded with his firm’s petty 
cash, and hopes no one is going to be too angry about it. john, 
when he sees him, cannot repress a faint smile at the thought of 
him loving catherine.  violet goes out.).


		  Catherine:	 Hullo Desmond. (They shake hands) I don’t think you know John 
Watherstone –


		  Desmond:	 No – but, of course, I’ve heard a lot about him –
		  John:	 How do you do?
			   (john wipes the smile off his face, as he meets catherine’s glance. 


He and desmond shake hands. There is a pause.)
		  Desmond:	 Well, well, well.  I trust I’m not early.
		  Catherine:	 No.  Dead on time, Desmond – as always.
		  Desmond:	 Capital. Capital.
			   (There is another pause.)
		  John:		  (together)	 Pretty ghastly this rain.
		  Catherine:	 }			  Tell me, Desmond. 
		  John:	 I’m so sorry.
		  Catherine:	 It’s quite all right. I was only going to ask how you did in your 


cricket match yesterday, Desmond.
		  Desmond:	 Not too well, I’m afraid. My shoulder’s still giving me trouble –
			   (There is another pause)
			   (At length) Well, well. I hear I’m to congratulate you both –
		  Catherine:	 Desmond – you know?
		  Desmond:	 Violet told me, just now – in the hall.  Yes – I must congratulate 


you both.
		  Catherine:	 Thank you so much, Desmond.
		  John:	 Thank you.
		  Desmond:	 Of course, it’s quite expected, I know. Quite expected. Still, it was 


rather a surprise, hearing it like that – from Violet in the hall.
		  Catherine:	 We were going to tell you, Desmond dear. It was only official this 


morning, you know. In fact you’re the first person to hear it.
		  Desmond:	 Am I? Am I, indeed? Well, I’m sure you’ll both be very happy.
		  Catherine:		  (murmuring together)	 Thank you, Desmond.
		  John:	 }			  Thank you.
		  Desmond:	 Only this morning? Fancy.
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PASSAGE FOUR


For use with Question 4(a) The Glass Menagerie


	 	 	 Before the stage is lighted, the violent voices of Tom and Amanda 
are heard.  They are quarrelling behind the portieres.  In front of 
them stands Laura with clenched hands and panicky expression.  A 
clear pool of light on her figure throughout this scene.


	 	 Tom:	 What in Christ’s name am I –
	 	 Amanda:	 [shrilly] Don’t you use that – 
	 	 Tom:	 Supposed to do!
	 	 Amanda:	Expression!  Not in my –
	 	 Tom:	 Ohhh!
	 	 Amanda:	Presence!  Have you gone out of your senses?
	 	 Tom:	 I have, that’s true, driven out!
	 	 Amanda:	What is the matter with you, you – big – big IDIOT!
	 	 Tom:	 Look! – I’ve got no thing, no single thing –
	 	 Amanda:	Lower your voice!
	 	 Tom:	 In my life here that I can calmly OWN!  Everything is –
	 	 Amanda:	Stop that shouting!
	 	 Tom:	 Yesterday you confiscated my books!  You had the nerve to – 
	 	 Amanda:	 I took that horrible novel back to the library – yes!  That hideous 


book by that insane Mr Lawrence.  [Tom laughs wildly.]  I cannot 
control the output of diseased minds or people who cater to them 
[Tom laughs still more wildly]   BUT I WON’T ALLOW SUCH 
FILTH BROUGHT INTO MY HOUSE!  No, no, no, no, no!


	 	 Tom:	 House, house!  Who pays rent on it, who makes a slave of himself 
to –


	 	 Amanda:	 [fairly screeching] Don’t you DARE to –
	 	 Tom:	 I don’t want to hear any more!  [He tears the portieres open. The 


upstage area is lit with a turgid smoky red glow]
	 	 	 Amanda’s hair is in metal curlers and she wears a very old 


bathrobe much too large for her slight figure, a relic of the faithless 
Mr Wingfield.  An upright typewriter and a wild disarray of 
manuscripts are on the drop-leaf table.  The quarrel was probably 
precipitated by Amanda’s interruption of his creative labour.  A 
chair lying overthrown on the floor.  Their gesticulating shadows 
are cast on the ceiling by the fiery glow.]


	 	 Amanda:	You will hear more, you –
	 	 Tom:	 No, I won’t hear more, I’m going out!
	 	 Amanda:	You come right back in –
	 	 Tom:	 Out, out, out!  Because I’m –
	 	 Amanda:	Come back here, Tom Wingfield!  I’m not through talking to you!
	 	 Tom:	 Oh, go –
	 	 Laura:	 [desperately] – Tom!
	 	 Amanda:	You’re going to listen, and no more insolence from you!  I’m at the 


end of my patience!


			   END
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SECTION A: Drama

Answer ONE question from this section.

1. Julius Caesar

 Either

 (a) Read Passage One in the Extracts Booklet.

  (i) Using this extract as a starting point, comment on how Antony attempts to 
persuade the Roman public to his point of view.

  (ii) ‘Brutus is an honourable man.’  From your reading of the play as a whole, how 
far do you agree with this statement?

 Or 

 (b) Which two characters do you feel Shakespeare portrays as the most important in the 
play?

 Or 

 (c) ‘No individual character is wholly good or wholly bad in Julius Caesar.’  How far 
do you agree with this statement? You may refer to more than one character if you 
wish.

2. The Taming of the Shrew

 Either

 (a) Read Passage Two in the Extracts Booklet.

  (i) From this extract, what do we learn about Katherina and how others view her?

  (ii) How important is this passage in relation to how Katherina is presented in the 
play as a whole?

 Or

 (b) How successful is the use of disguise in The Taming of the Shrew?

 Or 

 (c) ‘Although described as a comedy, serious issues are very much apparent.’ How            
far do you agree with this opinion of The Taming of the Shrew?

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)
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3. The Winslow Boy

 Either 

 (a) Read Passage Three in the Extracts Booklet.

  (i) How is the tension between characters conveyed by Rattigan in this extract?

  (ii) Using the extract as a starting point, what do you consider to be the purpose of 
Desmond and John in the play as a whole?

 Or

 (b) Which character in your opinion pays the highest price for Ronnie’s innocence?

 Or

 (c) ‘The best in this case certainly isn’t Morton.’  To what extent do you agree with 
Catherine’s assessment of Sir Richard Morton?

4. The Glass Menagerie

 Either

 (a) Read Passage Four in the Extracts Booklet.

  (i) What do you think is the purpose of the stage directions in this scene?

  (ii) How important is this passage in the presentation of Amanda and Tom’s 
relationship, in the play as a whole?

 Or

 (b) Consider the effects and contribution of music throughout The Glass Menagerie.

 Or 

 (c) How does Williams present the theme of memory in The Glass Menagerie?

Begin your answer on page 4.

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)



Leave 
blank

4

*M31272RA0428*

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change your
mind about your answer, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (   ). 

Chosen question number: Question 1(a) Question 1(b) Question 1(c)

 Question 2(a) Question 2(b) Question 2(c)

 Question 3(a) Question 3(b) Question 3(c)

 Question 4(a) Question 4(b) Question 4(c)
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(Section A continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 40 MARKS

Section
A

(Total 40 marks)
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SECTION B: Poetry

Answer ONE question from this section.

5. Read the following poem.

 Blackberry Picking

 Late August, given heavy rain and sun
 For a full week, the blackberries would ripen.

At first, just one, a glossy purple clot
Among others, red, green, hard as a knot.
You ate that first one and its flesh was sweet
Like thickened wine: summer’s blood was in it
Leaving stains upon the tongue and lust for
Picking. Then red ones inked up and that hunger
Sent us out with milk cans, pea tins, jam-pots
Where briars scratched and wet grass bleached our boots.
Round hayfields, cornfields and potato-drills
We trekked and picked until the cans were full,
Until the tinkling bottom had been covered
With green ones, and on top big dark blobs burned
Like a plate of eyes. Our hands were peppered
With thorn pricks, our palms sticky as Bluebeard’s.

We hoarded the fresh berries in the byre.
But when the bath was filled we found a fur,
A rat-grey fungus, glutting on our cache.
The juice was stinking too. Once off the bush
The fruit fermented, the sweet flesh would turn sour.
I always felt like crying. It wasn’t fair
That all the lovely canfuls smelt of rot.
Each year I hoped they’d keep, knew they would not.

 Seamus Heaney

 Consider this poem carefully. Analyse it as fully as you can.  In planning your writing you 
might like to consider all or some of the following:

 z the poet’s attitude to his subject
 z the poet’s descriptive skills
 z the language used
 z your response to the poem
 z any other aspects you consider to be of importance.

6. Select any two poems in the Anthology which address the theme of love. 
 Compare and contrast how the poets present this theme.

7. How successfully does Louis MacNeice present danger and corruption in his poem Prayer 
Before Birth?

(Total 40 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change your
mind about your answer, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (   ). 

Chosen question number: Question 5 Question 6 Question 7
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(Section B continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section B continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 40 MARKS

Section
B

(Total 40 marks)
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TURN OVER FOR SECTION C
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SECTION C: Prose Pre-1950

Answer ONE question from this section.

8. THOMAS HARDY: Far From The Madding Crowd

 Either

 (a) In your opinion, how far does Bathsheba Everdene’s character change over the course 
of the novel?

 Or

 (b) Imagine you are William Boldwood.  Your sentence has been changed to life 
imprisonment.  Write a letter to the court expressing your thoughts and feelings about 
the events which led up to your fatal shooting of Troy and your current situation. 

  Do not invent details that are not in the novel.

9. 19th CENTURY SHORT STORIES

 Either

 (a) Consider The Stolen Bacillus and any one other story which shows tension and 
suspense.  How successfully have the two authors created this tension and suspense?

 Or

 (b) Choose two stories from this collection and explain how their authors attempt to make 
them entertaining.

  

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)
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10.  ALDOUS HUXLEY: Brave New World

 Either

 (a) How important is the use of humour in this novel?

 Or

 (b) ‘Linda is someone who has only tried to live as she was taught to do and who does 
not merit the misfortunes which she suffers.’  To what extent do you agree with this 
view of Linda’s character?

11. JANE AUSTEN: Northanger Abbey

 Either

 (a) To what extent do you agree with the view that General Tilney is the ‘villain’ of             
the novel?

 Or

 (b) How does Austen present young people and their emotions in the novel?

12. F. SCOTT FITZGERALD: The Great Gatsby

 Either

 (a) How important do you consider Daisy’s impact on the other characters to be, in this 
novel? 

 Or

 (b) How has your reading of this novel increased your understanding of American society 
in the 1920s?

Begin your answer on page 16.

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)



Leave 
blank

16

*M31272RA01628*

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change your
mind about your answer, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (   ). 

Chosen question number: Question 18(a) Question 18(b)         
 Question 19(a) Question 19(b)

 Question 10(a) Question 10(b)

 Question 11(a) Question 11(b)

 Question 12(a) Question 12(b)
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(Section C continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section C continued)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Leave 
blank

19

Turn over*M31272RA01928*
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SECTION D: Prose Post-1950

Answer ONE question from this section.

13.  E. BRAITHWAITE: To Sir, With Love

 Either

 (a) How successfully is the issue of prejudice explored in this book?

 Or

 (b) Imagine you are Denham. Looking back on your school days, as an adult, write      
about Sir.  You should refer to his methods of teaching, how he treated the students 
and what the students thought of him.

  Do not invent details that are not in the novel.

14. ANITA DESAI: Village By The Sea

 Either

 (a) How does Anita Desai present village life in the novel?

 Or

 (b) What role do the DeSilvas and Mr Panwallah play in the novel? 

15. CHINUA ACHEBE: Things Fall Apart

 Either

 (a) Folk tales are an important feature of the novel. Select two folk tales from Things            
Fall Apart and explain how they relate to the events and themes of the novel.

 Or

 (b) What in your view is the impact of the arrival of the missionaries, in this novel?

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)
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16. GERALD DURRELL: My Family and Other Animals

 Either

 (a) How realistic do you find Durrell’s portrayal of his time on the island? 

 Or

 (b) How does the writer bring out the similarities, and differences, between Larry and 
Leslie?

17. JOHN WYNDHAM: The Chrysalids

 Either

 (a) How does Wyndham present the conflict between members of the Strorm family?

 Or

 (b) “This isn’t a cosy world for anyone – especially not for anyone that’s different.”  How 
does Wyndham present the theme of intolerance in the novel?

Begin your answer on page 22.

(Total 40 marks)

(Total 40 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change your
mind about your answer, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (   ). 

Chosen question number: Question 13(a) Question 13(b)         
 Question 14(a) Question 14(b)

 Question 15(a) Question 15(b)

 Question 16(a) Question 16(b)

 Question 17(a) Question 17(b)
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