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1. Translate the following passage into English:

L−m−S fÊbj hoÑz ®mM¡fs¡l Q¡f HMeJ ®aje öl¦ qu¢ez Hje pju qW¡v L−l L−uL¢c−el R¥¢V 
f¡Ju¡ ®Nmz pL¡m ®hm¡ LÉ¡Çf¡−p ¢N−u ®c¢M ®no h−oÑl R¡œ−cl E−cÉ¡−N ¢h¢iæ c¡h£ S¡¢e−u LÓ¡p 
hSÑ−el ¢pÜ¡¿¹ ®eJu¡ q−u−Rz HLV¡e¡ Y¡L¡u b¡L−m Bj¡l cj hå m¡−Nz R¥¢V ®f−m a¡C ph¡C ¢j−m 
M¤me¡u e¡e£l h¡¢s ®h¢s−u Bp−a C−µR L−lz a−h j¡ a¡yl LÓ¡p, fl£r¡ Hhw M¡a¡ ®cM¡ CaÉ¡¢c ¢e−u 
hÉÙ¹z h¡h¡J ¢LR¥V¡ hÉÙ¹ q−u f−s−Re a¡yl L¡−Sz

pclO¡V ®b−L p¡d¡lZa påÉ¡−hm¡ M¤me¡l ø£j¡l…−m¡ R¡−s Hhw p¡l¡l¡a ec£ f¡¢s ¢c−u fl¢ce 
®i¡l−hm¡ M¤me¡u ®fy±−Rz| pclO¡V V¡¢jÑe¡−m k¡h¡l f−b l¡Ù¹¡u f¤l−e¡ Y¡L¡l VÊ¡¢gL SÉ¡j A¢eh¡kÑz 
N¡s£, ¢l„¡, ¢p He ¢S J VÉ¡Çf¤…−m¡ ®k k¡l ja Qm−Rz j¡−T j¡−T qm¤c l−Pl i¡s¡l VÉ¡¢„J ®cM¡ 
k¡−µRz l¡Ù¹¡l c¤'f¡−n ®c¡L¡e…−m¡ ®m¡LS−e f¢lf§ZÑz g−ml T¥¢s, fÔ¡¢ø−Ll pÉ¡−äm J m¤¢‰-N¡jR¡l 
T¤¢s ¢e−u ®g¢lJu¡m¡l¡ h−p B−R g¥Vf¡−bz V¡¢jÑe¡−ml L¡R¡L¡¢R ®k−aC k¡œ£−cl j¡m¡j¡m ¢e−u 
L¥¢m−cl V¡e¡V¡¢ez Ah−n−o A−eL L−ø ®m¡LS−el ¢is ®W−m ø£j¡−l ®fy±Rm¡j! ®c¡a¡m¡u ®L¢h−e 
q¡ahÉ¡NV¡ Ry¥−s ¢c−u R¥−V ®Nm¡j ®X−Ll L¡−Rz j¤M h¡¢s−u hs L−l L−uLV¡ ¢exnÄÆÄ¡p ¢em¡jz ø£j¡lV¡ 
ýC−pm ¢c−u pclO¡V ®R−s d£−l d£−l f¤l−e¡ Y¡L¡l ®Q±q¢Ÿ ®f¢l−u hs ec£−a k¡−µRz

®hn Beje¡ q−u fsm¡jz L¢h q−m qu−a¡ ec£l HC Afl©f cªnÉ ¢e−u L¢ha¡ ¢m−M ®gma¡j ¢Lwh¡ 
¢nÒf£ q−m LÉ¡ei¡−p lP-a¥¢ml ®R¡yu¡u HC j¤q§aÑ−L d−l l¡Ma¡jz k¡C ®q¡L, °h¢Q−œÉl SeÉ Y¡L¡ 
®R−s AeÉ ®L¡b¡J ®N−mJ HC nql Bj¡l L¡−R ¢e−Sl A¢Ù¹−aÄl j−a¡C ®ke ¢fÊuz nql¢V kaC 
¢NS¢N−S J c§¢oa ®q¡L e¡ ®Le, H−L ®R−s ®L¡b¡J ¢N−u ®h¢n¢ce b¡L−a f¡¢l e¡z 
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2. Translate the following passage into Bengali:

Bengali food has inherited a large number of infl uences, both foreign and Indian. It emerged 
from both a turbulent history and strong trade links with many parts of the world. Bengal is a 
fairly ancient and tribal society. It started developing in the early thirteenth century with the 
arrival of Muslim rulers.

The Islamic infl uence came to Bengal when Islam was fi rst spread by Sufi  saints. A few 
hundred years later, its infl uence came to Bengal through administrative governors appointed 
by the Islamic rulers of Delhi and Agra. However, while the religion was accepted by 
people, they still retained many of their local customs, especially their food habits. Dhaka, in 
particular, expanded greatly under Mughal rule. Their infl uence on local food led to a unique 
cuisine. Even the common man ate the dishes of the royal court, such as biryani, korma and 
bhunas. 

The infl uence was reinforced in the Raj era. At that time the undivided Bengal became a 
place of refuge for many prominent exiled Nawabs. The exiles brought with them hundreds 
of cooks. These highly accomplished cooks came with the knowledge of a very wide range of 
spices and the extensive use of ghee as a method of cooking, and special ways of marinating 
meats. Specialities included chaap, rezala and the famous shik kebabs. The local population 
absorbed some of the ingredients and techniques into their daily food. This resulted in meat-
based varieties of traditional vegetarian dishes, many of which are still very popular today.
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3. Translate the following sentences into Bengali:

 (a) I had never been to this big town before.
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
 (3)

 (b) The Wednesday started with a glorious sunrise.
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
 (3)

 (c) Asking questions is not always easier than answering them.
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
 (3)

 (d) Having failed in the first attempt, he refused to sing again.
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
 (3)

 (e) If we had taken your advice, we would be rich by now.
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
  
   .......................................................................................................................................  
 (3) Q3

(Total 15 marks)
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4. Either

 Write an essay of about 200–250 words in Bengali, on one of the following:

  ¢e−Ql ®k ®L¡−e¡ HL¢V ¢ho−u h¡wm¡u fÊ¡u 200 - 250 n−ë HL¢V lQe¡ ®m−M¡z

 (a) Your neighbours ®a¡j¡l fÊ¢a−hn£
   
 (b) Role of women in our society Bj¡−cl pj¡−S j¢qm¡−cl i§¢jL¡ 
   
 (c) Annual Boat Race h¡¢oÑL ®e±L¡ h¡CQ
   
 or      Abh¡Abh¡

 (d)  Write a letter of about 200–250 words in Bengali to a friend about a recent school 
trip.

   pÇfÊ¢a Ae¤¢ùa HL¢V ú¥m ¢VÊf pð−å ®a¡j¡l hå¥ / h¡åh£−L h¡wm¡u fÊ¡u 200 - 250 
n−ë HL¢V ¢Q¢W ®m−M¡z

 Instructions to candidates:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (     ). If you change 
your mind, put a line through the box (     ) and then indicate your new question 

with a cross (     ).

 Chosen question number:  Question 4(a)

  Question 4(b)

  Question 4(c)

  Question 4(d)

Please turn over for answer space
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Q4

(Total 35 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 100 MARKS

END
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