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1. Translate the following passage into English:
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2. Translate the following passage into Bengali:

Bengali food has inherited a large number of influences, both foreign and Indian. It emerged
from both a turbulent history and strong trade links with many parts of the world. Bengal is a
fairly ancient and tribal society. It started developing in the early thirteenth century with the
arrival of Muslim rulers.

The Islamic influence came to Bengal when Islam was first spread by Sufi saints. A few
hundred years later, its influence came to Bengal through administrative governors appointed
by the Islamic rulers of Delhi and Agra. However, while the religion was accepted by
people, they still retained many of their local customs, especially their food habits. Dhaka, in
particular, expanded greatly under Mughal rule. Their influence on local food led to a unique
cuisine. Even the common man ate the dishes of the royal court, such as biryani, korma and
bhunas.

The influence was reinforced in the Raj era. At that time the undivided Bengal became a
place of refuge for many prominent exiled Nawabs. The exiles brought with them hundreds
of cooks. These highly accomplished cooks came with the knowledge of a very wide range of
spices and the extensive use of ghee as a method of cooking, and special ways of marinating
meats. Specialities included chaap, rezala and the famous shik kebabs. The local population

absorbed some of the ingredients and techniques into their daily food. This resulted in meat-
based varieties of traditional vegetarian dishes, many of which are still very popular today.
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3.

Translate the following sentences into Bengali:

(a) Ihad never been to this big town before.

(Total 15 marks)
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. Either

Write an essay of about 200-250 words in Bengali, on one of the following:
T @ @ @B [ ST AW 200 - €0 A GIB WAl G

(a) Your neighbours oMR A=
(b) Role of women in our society ISP (B ) > | B S @ﬁ?ﬁ
(c) Annual Boat Race AT Tt A2

or J|

(d) Write a letter of about 200-250 words in Bengali to a friend about a recent school
trip.

e SEEe @36 FA Gl THE (ONF IF / IRAC@ UG AR 00 -3¢0
7 @3 B @M

Instructions to candidates:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X ). If you change

your mind, put a line through the box (£&) and then indicate your new question
with a cross (X ).

Chosen question number: Question 4(a) []

Question 4(b) []

Question 4(c) []

Question 4(d) []
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