SESSION ONE
FORTEACHERS ONLY

The University of the State of New York
REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH

Wednesday, August 13, 2008—8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only
E SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE
Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http//Awww.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1) 2 (7) 2
(2) 1 (8) 4
(3) 4 9) 3
(4) 3 (10) 1
(5) 2 (11) 3
6) 1 (12) 1

(13) 4
(14) 2
(15) 1
(16) 3

The University of the State of New York ¢ THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT e Albany, New York 12234



COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH — SESSION ONE — continued

Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

* Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
 Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task

 Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
¢ Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
e Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
e Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary
(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers individually

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move
on to actual scoring

When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the students essay or
answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any

kind.

Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point. The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 — A
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 — A
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Anchor Level 6 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text stating that while the electric guitar has become iconic
... few know the guitar’s humble beginnings. The response makes insightful connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task, noting that early skeptics
denounced the electric guitar, not realizing the tremendous success the electric guitar could,
and would, come to achieve, and that along with artistic creation, the electric guitar brought a
change in sociological and political aspects of American culture.

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text, explaining the reasons for the invention of the electric guitar. The response
details the plight of the guitar during the jazz era, the early guitar makers who began to think
boldly and to tinker with new guitar shapes, and guitar innovators, such as Jimi Hendrix, Eddie
Van Halen, and Joan Jett, all of whom achieved success through the instrument.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the gradual development of the electric guitar ... as
... a symbol of American culture, wealth, and artistic diversity. The response exhibits a logical
and coherent structure by first describing how American teens have embraced the electric
guitar, and then reviews the origins of the electric guitar (Simply put, the guitar was taking a
backseat to the rest of the band). The response then focuses on changes in the electric guitar,
including innovative designs, artistic creation, and the fusion of the liberal left political stance
along with the counterculture. Appropriate devices (Why the desire to go electric?) and
transitions (Either way; Later, however, Since then) are skillfully used.

Language Use

Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (When performance
spaces grew, so did the desire and need for the volume of the guitar), with a notable sense of
voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Later the plight of the guitar worsened, with the
overpowering scream of trumpets, saxophones and trombones characteristic of Big Band
swing). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (7he Gibson
Flying V, introduced in 1958, was one of these new innovative designs, yet proved too eccentric
for the market at the time).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text by stating that the invention of the electric guitar ... was
a key step in the development and progression of American music that changed music history.
The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task, noting that early composers defined the type of sound that could be achieved by a
guitar but that these traditionalists are rare in contemporary society as more people begin to
appreciate electric guitar tone, and that the electric guitar has benefitted the American music
industry.

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text. The response emphasizes the need to boost the sound of the guitar and the
technological problems associated with electric guitars, as well as how these innovations
allowed the guitar makers to experiment with designs and created sounds that can be achieved
only by utilizing the electric guitar.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the ways the invention of the electric guitar ...
revolutionized American music. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first
presenting information about the history of the electric guitar and then showing how it has
helped shape contemporary music in a positive way. The response makes skillful use of
appropriate devices and transitions (Before the invention, To solve some of these issues, In fact).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (4s
the quality of electric guitars improved, guitar makers were able to focus on the aesthetic
aspects of the electric guitars). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control
rhythm and pacing (Long before the invention of the electric guitar ... to boost the volume of
accoustic guitars).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (work but,
of the 1950°s such as, electric guitar ... instruments’), capitalization (Big Band), and grammar
(in bands who played and has ... begun as a result).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 - A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, describing how the electric guitar was born and
became a leader in the new wave of music. The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (In addition, this new “rock 'n’
roll” music was open to many segments of the population, not only in terms of listening to it,
but also in terms of playing it).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
describe the evolution of the electric guitar (By the 1930’s, electronic amplification had become
recognized as a solution to the problem of a guitar’s low volume and experimentation lead to ...
a solid body guitar that eliminated distortions) and its impact in later years (The electric guitar’s
.. loud sound allowed people to gather ... to listen to it).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the electric guitar slowly came to the forefront
of the music industry. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a
discussion of how and why the electric guitar was developed, to the technological advances,
and finally to the transformational effects on music and society. Appropriate transitions are
used (At this same time, Thus, In addition).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (The idea of the electric guitar came from the hearts of
musicians), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Meanwhile, “rock 'n’ roll” was
born). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Folk
musician Bob Dylan also adopted the new electric guitar into his act, marrying the folk protest
music to the “counterculture” of protest surrounding the Vietnam war, thereby creating a new
political reality in America).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that the electric guitar had a great impact
on society by shaping contemporary music and helping develop totally new kinds of music. The
response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (The electric guitar singlehandedly led to the boom of rock-n-roll, but it also had
an effect on other genres).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
describe the roots of the electric guitar (This led to a significant change: the hollow body
became solid) and its effect on music (Bob Dylan “plugged in”; Eddie Van Halen ...
popularized ... “dive bombing”’; Soon, ... women were playing loud rock-n-roll).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on why the electric guitar is America’s instrument. The
response begins with the early history of the electric guitar (there was a need for greater
volume), moves to technical advances (the hollow body ... freed up guitar makers to build new
shapes), and ends with its impact (the electric guitar did change rock). Appropriate transitions
are used (One such, Also, Later).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (The 1960°s saw the rise of guitar heros such as Jimi Hendrix, who
revived the Flying V), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (More important, this
led to the style known as heavy metal). The response varies structure and length of sentences to
control rhythm and pacing (there was a need for greater volume from the traditional acoustic
guitar, whose sound was lost among the rest of the band’s instruments).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (heros and tremelow) and
punctuation (bold, and was, guitar singlehandedly led; However the, history, was) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 -C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the electric guitar inspired the
creation of many genres of music and shaped contempory music. The response makes clear and
explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (In the
making of the electric guitar, many problems needed to be overcome).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
describe the electric guitar’s creation (The problem with the low volume of the guitar kept it in
the rhythm section and the hollow body ... was replaced with a solid frame) and its role in the
expansion of musical styles (All throughout the 1970s and the 1980s, rock musicions continued
experimenting).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the history of the electric guitar. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the electric guitar’s birth (there was no way to
boost the guitar sound in the studio) to experimentation (The solid frame allowed guitars to be
shaped in many different ways) and impact (The perception of who played electric guitars also
changed during the 1970s). Appropriate transitions are used (Finally, these different shapes,
also).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The different shapes
led to a growth in rock 'n’ roll). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure (This caused people to tinker with the guitar and that created a new sound — the
sound of the electric guitar).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (contempory, accoustic,
musicions, Rate, truely) and capitalization (Heavy Metal) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text (the invention ... has helped to shape contemporary
music). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and
the assigned task (Because of this and many other reasons, the guitar has revolutionized society
and music).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to illustrate the demand for electrical amplification (the orchestra drowned out the
guitar) and its successful creation (guitars with solid bodies, unique sound, Flying V or the
Explorer). The idea that not everyone was pleased with the introduction of the electric guitar is
less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the invention of the electric guitar. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting information on the need for the electric
guitar, then moving to the design, and concluding with its influence on American culture and
society. The response uses appropriate transitions (In the early 20" Century, such as, Later on).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Originally the guitar
was created to accommodate the need for increased volume). The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure (But not everyone was pleased with the introduction of the
electric guitar; many fans felt it was a betrayal), with some lapses (Nonetheless ... and how it
has helped to shape contemporary music).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (espeially and
representive), punctuation (wrong, the,; After that the; history, The), and capitalization (Electric
Guitar, Heavy Metal, Rock N’ Roll) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that it took many years to perfect the electric
guitars, but there were different events that took place to make it the way it is now. The
response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (This helped inventors create ... many more and Bonnie Raitt and Joan Jett
helped change the view of the electric guitar players).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to illustrate how changing the guitar’s design helped the guitar shape
contemporary music (the guitar could be any shape ... if it was solid and engineers fixed the
tremolo system and allowed guitarists to dive bomb). The idea that the guitar is a symbol of
American culture is undeveloped.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the invention of the electric guitar. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing the introduction of the electric amplifier,
then explaining design changes, and finishing with the effect this powerful instrument had on
music. The lack of clear chronological order weakens internal consistency (well before the
Civil War, The first event, Soon after).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (With the electric
guitar near perfection, people like Jimmy Hendrix made them extremely popular in the 60s).
The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Engineers
created new guitars, but with the hollow body, the sound would get distorted).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (existance and Jimmy),
comma usage (mind the, after engineers, Also women), capitalization (flying, Heavy Metal,
Jazz), grammar (guitars ... it and guitar ... them), and vague pronoun references (This made
them and With that in mind) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 — C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Although the intent for the invention of the electric
guitar was not to create new styles of music, many people are ... pleased with the outcome).
The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (In the 1920’s the increase in music fans made them want a louder sound out of
the guitar).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Ingineers came up with new designs

for the electric guitar and women are also becoming an increasing number of guitar players).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the history and impact of the electric guitar. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, consisting of an introductory paragraph, one body
paragraph consisting of several loosely related ideas, followed by a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (messed up, more different, Males were the
most common to play), with some awareness of audience and purpose (The electric guitar has
helped shape the music world we have today). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence length (It has made music what it is today).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (musicans, amplications,
greatful), punctuation (However many, 1920’s the; guitar, since), and capitalization (Rock &
Roll) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development and organization.
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Anchor Level 3 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating that the electric guitar was designed fo
make the music loader and produced something new and worthwhile. The response makes
few connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (the electric
guitar was no longer shameful but the symbol of American music).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Jimmi Hendrix brought back the
flying V, Bob Dylon ... tried spreading his folk blues via the electric guitar, Thanks to
Vanhallen heavy metal was also introduced to the world).

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus on the invention of the electric guitar and the resulting
whole new sound. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, including an opening
paragraph, one body paragraph of loosely related ideas, and a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (The electric guitar had a tough rocky
kickstart), with some awareness of purpose (Although looked down upon for quite some time,
it eventually became the standard). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence length (4 whole new sound came about from this invention).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (soly, loader, innvention,
complecations, acustic, disstortion, Prodemetly) and occasional errors in punctuation (looks
some and sound but) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text. The response makes superficial connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task, stating that the inventors of the electric
guitar were in search of a louder sound.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some ideas from the text, but is sometimes inaccurate (This new
sound helped to shape big band music and Iventors then came up with the amp. in the 1930°s).
Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on the idea that the electric guitar is an invention that

revolutionized society. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure but includes some
inconsistencies (presenting information about Jimmie Hendrix and dive-bombing then shifting
to Bonnie Raitt and Jett, with no connection between the ideas) and irrelevancies (The way
people act, dress, and live is shown through music).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (ways shape; amp.; The electric is),
with little awareness of audience or purpose (4And to think if the guitar had not been invented
society would be totally differenf). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence
structure and length, but with uneven success (This guitar is played world wide and is iconic).
Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (contemperary, rythm,
Jimmie), punctuation (on society. And to think; From the early 1920’s people; this new sound,
others felt), and capitalization (Rock and Roll) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text. The response makes superficial connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task, stating that the first electric guitar ...
could be connected to Speakers And Crowds of people Could hear the Sound and that the
electric guitar will be here for many more years to come.

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (there was a problem with the electric
guitar due it being hollow and two females ... changed the perception of the female electric
guitar players).

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus on how people tried to Create A Louder guitar, but fails to
maintain it, ending with the future of the electric guitar. The response exhibits a rudimentary
single-paragraph structure of loosely connected ideas that begins with a single introductory
sentence and ends with a concluding sentence.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (The guitar was a
great indvention, but when it was played with other instruments the guitar was over powered
due its volume). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven
success (So the manufactors Created a Soild guitar insead of A Hollow guitar).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (becomming, soid,
discontuded), punctuation (Finally in 1920; the gibson flying v. Which created sales; 100 years
old, It will be), capitalization (Company Came, people tried to Create, raitt), and a lack of
paragraphing that make comprehension difficult.

1n conventions.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
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Anchor Level 2 - A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (The electric Guitar has helped shape
contemporary music in many ways and it has also made it bad in many ways also). The
response alludes to the text but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (The electric
Guitar created louder sound such as when you are at a concert, you can hear everything
better).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Jazz lost it as a Rythm instrument), irrelevant (4lso they created the electric microphone which
they thought was the best way to make everything louder), and unjustified (The Electric Guitar
has been the “Good and Bad” instrument).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on ways the electric guitar has helped
shape contemporary music. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure (introduction, two
body paragraphs, and a conclusion) but is inconsistent, shifting the discussion from the positive
and Good ways of the electric guitar to a disorganized presentation of its Bad and Negative
affects.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (The rise of the recording industry
plumeted and Rock n Roll was finally brought out). The response reveals little awareness of
how to use sentences to achieve an effect (It has helped shape contemporary music and it also
has destoried sound within Rock n Roll and Jazz, and it took away the Solid Guitar from Jazz).
Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (plumeted, indostry,
destorted), capitalization (Guitar, Good, Bad), and grammar (The Bad and Negative affects ...
has been the way to alter sound made it to be destorted) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating that the introduction of the electric guitar
was mainly for partying and having a good time with loud noise. The response alludes to the
text but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (guitars that were not amplified did not
mak much of an effort on sound).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(The electric guitar was a major source in big bands and he tried dropping in the tone of the
guitar where he was’nt nearly succesfull) and irrelevant (it needed much more space to
assomble concerts).

Organization Suggests a focus on the introduction of the electric guitar but lacks organization. The response
consists of two paragraphs of loosely related statements.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise ( “loud sound” instrument, and etc., The electric guitar showed

super stardom to ... Jimmy Hendrix). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (assomble, mak, al),
punctuation (instrument it, time Jimmy Hendrix, was 'nf), and grammar (because of it being, a
original sound, One of the reasons were for) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text, stating that even though Guitar
has had it’s side effects it has had success in music. The response alludes to the text but makes
unwarranted connections to the assigned task (the piano used the guitar ... to help make the
music sound better).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Guitar was a simple instrument and The guitar ... wanted to come out of that Style).

Organization

Suggests a focus (the electric guitar change music) but lacks organization. The response
consists of two paragraphs of loosely related statements.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (that is playing along with and
Amplification ... wouldn’t have overtune). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect (Eventually the eletric guitar made a huge turn around if it
wasn’t for Rock & Roll).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (thogh, Hendricks,
eletric), punctuation (music for example the, better it, around if), capitalization (Guitar, Big
Bang Music, Search, Amplification), and grammar (Guitar was a simple instrument and the
electric guitar change music) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A
Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond that found in the prompt. The response
consists of personal reactions.

Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response.

Organization Suggests a focus (the history of the type of music that they are listening to, or the history of

these instruments) and suggests some organization (For Example).
Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (Music come second in Americans
past time), with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits some attempt
to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (For Example, the electric guitar, its widely
used and popurel world wide).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (past time, apeciciate,
popurel), punctuation (time, television; guitar, its; wide. In), and grammar (world use
instrument) that occasionally hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1

because the response makes no reference to the text.
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Anchor Level 1 — B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to how the electric
guitar is ... made for more volume. but as time went by they found better us for it. The response
makes no connections between information in the text and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal. The response correctly mentions one idea from the text, but fails to discuss it (it
couldn’t be heared in crowed places).

Organization Shows no organization.

Language Use Is minimal. The response uses some language that is incoherent (they monedfly if).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 2

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C—Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 3

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E-Score Level 5

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents (Lacrosse incorporates aspects of popular sports

.. and therefore would appeal to the sensibilities of many sports fans in the community). The
response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the
assigned task (and it only makes sense that we as a school embrace the wave of change and
include lacrosse in our sports program).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant
and specific details from the documents to discuss the popularity of lacrosse (it would greatly
increase the number of school sporting events and the number of spectators who attend these
events) and its healthy atmosphere (7he newly formed Positive Coaching Alliance encourages
an atmosphere of friendly conduct) as beneficial to both school and community.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of incorporating lacrosse into the
school’s sports program. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, presenting
arguments for adding lacrosse (The most logical reason ... is its sheer popularity and Lacrosse
also encourages sportsmanship and ... cooperation), and concluding with a return to the
original appeal (I implore you to include it in the budget for next year). Transitional devices are
skillfully used (Since organized lacrosse is a relatively new innovation and By incorporating
lacrosse).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Lacrosse has
expanded its demographic ... to a wide range of ages and ethnicities), with a notable sense of
voice and awareness of audience and purpose (We have only to gain by adding lacrosse to our
sports program). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning
(There is no pressure in lacrosse ... any newcomer can pick up a stick and play).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality Commentary
The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that today, athletic teams across the
nation partake in the sport which ... retains an innocent ‘“grassroots” essence, allowing

athletes ... to play at an appropriate level. The response makes insightful connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, explaining that through its
blooming popularity and development as a game, lacrosse provides many valuable
opportunities for students of all social backgrounds to grow ... as more mature members of the
community.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the documents to discuss the appeal and popularity of lacrosse (fireedom from strict
regulations and increase of participants by nearly 50,000 since 1982) and its promotion of
positive moral and social values (players from various backgrounds and Positive Coaching
Alliance).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how lacrosse provides students with invaluable
experiences and social interactions ... often overlooked in other sports. The response exhibits a
logical and coherent structure, first presenting the history of lacrosse, then providing arguments
for its inclusion into the school’s athletic program (its universal appeal and kind, nuturing
environment for young people), and concluding that the benefits of a school lacrosse team are
undeniable. Transitions are skillfully used (These industry experts, Another source, As a newly
established organized sport).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (The sport has also grown to incorporate players from
every ethnic background and the ancient Indian game of traditional values imparts powerful,
contemporary values), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (I ask you ... consider
the countless benefits of ... lacrosse). The response varies structure and length of sentences to
control rhythm and pacing (That game was lacrosse).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that rising interest in the sport has
encouraged many high schools to incorporate it into their athletic programs. The response
makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned
task (Our school can’t afford to miss out on this popular and versatile sport).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details from
the documents to discuss lacrosse’s growth (Men'’s high school lacrosse has grown by nearly
20,000), popularity (ability to appeal to a wide variety of student athletes), and flexibility (it is
easy to incorporate new rules and regulations).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on why our school should embrace the trend of
including lacrosse in its sports program. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
providing evidence of growth (4 graph ... shows rapid growth in both male and female
versions) and a rationale for its inclusion (diversity is the sport’s greatest strength and one of
the most flexible high school sports). Appropriate transitions are used (The new nature of the
sport and As a result).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original (likened the sport’s stick and would surely garner
support), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (4 lacrosse program would result in
well-rounded student athletes for our school). The response varies structure and length of
sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Lacrosse is no longer a niche sport; the entire nation is
experiencing its wide appeal).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (it’s ability
and terminology as well as).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating with all the excitement
surrounding this sport, I think it is time for our school to get involved and to add lacrosse to
our sports program. The response makes clear and explicit connections between the
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Lacrosse participation in the
United States has more than doubled just since 2004 and Lacrosse could provide our other
sports’ teams with an example to follow behaviorly).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the positive aspects of a lacrosse team (Lacrosse is very flexible with rules relating to
its games and players, but is strict when it comes to dealing with bad behavior and The sport
doesn’t encourage just the playing one sport, but it also encourages players participate in and
develop different skills) and the growth of lacrosse (in 2004 almost 60,000 were playing and
participation has increased 44% in the Northeast).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how we need to get with the times and start a
lacrosse program. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing that
lacrosse is having an explosion of popularity, then discussing its benefits (provide an example,
mixture of different sports, would get those kids involved), and concluding with the appeal that
we need a lacrosse team. Appropriate transitions are used (In 2004 alone, The main reason, A
graph featured ... shows).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original (The most intriguing and rapidly growing sport in the
United States is lacrosse), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (The numbers and
the people speak for themselves;, we need a lacrosse team!). The response varies structure and
length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Since 2001, the number of participants has
nearly doubled, and the trend will continue).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (fo be, and is;
lacrosse, but also; players, but is) and capitalization (“Niche sport” and Community) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, noting that as a sport for all ages, male
and female, lacrosse should ... become a part of our school’s extracurriclar activities. The
response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents
and the assigned task (Many parents realize the sport’s versatility and they, too, are fans and a
map of youth participation ... also shows similar trends).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details from
the documents to discuss lacrosse’s versatility (Take basketball’s zone defense, soccer’s scoring
techniques, ice hockey’s action, football’s contact, and you've defined the sport of lacrosse),
growing popularity (Current trends show the rapid growth and interest), and sportsmanlike
attributes (Positive Coaching Alliance, is trying ... by eliminating abusive behavior).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that we can surely find a way to allow the
sport to be played at the high school level. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
first presenting historical development (/¢’s origin comes from early Native American activity
... but the sport has come to include all), followed by descriptions of lacrosse’s versatility and
growth (participation has increased over 100%) and fan interest trends. Appropriate transitions
are used (While lacrosse may be competitive and agressive and So far, these enforcements).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (the team conducting the behavior), with
some awareness of audience and purpose (parents feel the sport isn’t as expensive for their
child to play). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length
(Fan interest also shows similar trends).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (agresive), punctuation
(it’s ... popularity, that since 1982, post season ... games), capitalization (genders. only and
football. lacrosse), and usage (In between 2001 and 2005, is due to the fact, behavior to the
sport) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that Lacrosse promotes positive
behavior by all involved, includes skills from various sports and is a growing past-time all
around the nation. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in
the documents and the assigned task (Lacrosse is also a growing sport in the United States).
Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the positive aspects of lacrosse, including the promotion of positive behaviors
(Positive Coaching Alliance and side line managers), component skills (zones, precise passes,
quick action), and growth statistics (58,000 players, 43,000 players, increased 337%).
Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea of adding Lacrosse to our schools sport’s
program. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the positive
effects of lacrosse on participants’ behaviors and skill level, followed by a discussion of its
growth. The response lacks internal consistency, abruptly shifting discussion from skills
included in lacrosse to the benefits of playing two sports at once and from statistics on growth
to an appeal to add a Lacrosse team to school’s sports program without appropriate transitions.
Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I would recommend
that our school add Lacrosse to our sports program). The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure and length (The graph shows that Lacrosse has become
extremely propular since the 1980s and continues to grow steadily).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (sportmen-like,
unappriate, oppurtunity), punctuation (players while, also with, womens), capitalization (United
states and Lacrosse), grammar (has only grow and sport ... build), and usage (behaviors of and
behaviors to) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in development.
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Anchor Level 4 — B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that this sport will prove to be
successful, engaging, enjoyable. The response makes implicit connections between information
and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (I can just about guarentee that the sport will
be popular in our school as it is in others locally and nationally).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to describe lacrosse’s popularity (Not only is the sport escalating on a
school level but its popularity is increasing nationally as well) and appeal (it brings spectators
to their feet with goals). The discussions of sport-related issues and of lacrosse’s history are
less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on reasons that should be enough to convince you to
include lacrosse in the schools Athletes Department budget. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, presenting its benefits by first noting the popularity will ensure competetion
and school spirit, then explaining how lacrosse can encompass and make use of any athletic
ability and has a tactic that warns people that their behavior is unacceptable. The loosely
connected ideas in the fifth and sixth paragraphs affect internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Lacrosse is a sport
whose popularity is exploding, and I think we should include ourselves in the hype), although
some inexact phrasing (the advantages of the setups and terminologies are very identical) and
word omissions (/ like to propose and For those enjoy) exist. The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure or length (Lacrosse is a sport with unusual approaches to
present day issues that will most likely prove successful).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (competetion and
guarentee), punctuation (In addition it, Americans then later, schools ... budget), capitalization
(Lacrosse, High School, Increase), grammar (sport exist and athlete ... their), and usage (team
of whom and in 2001 — 2004) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (the addition of lacrosse to the athletic
program would allow for the school to develop and advance with the times). The response
makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned
task (With the excitement and thrill of lacrosse it is obvious why the percentages have increased
and As a society the lacrosse craze is sweeping the nation).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss lacrosse’s appeal (the ability to experiance aspects of many
sports) and growth (In our area ... there has been a 44% increase of youth participation). The
ideas of promotion of school spirit, affordability, and safety are less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that with its increased interest and
likeability lacrosse is a beneficial program for kids. The response exhibits a logical sequence of
ideas, first suggesting that lacrosse be added to the school program, then presenting reasons
why (a sport that has everything will satisfy the needs of most and With this growing talent and
interest), ending with a demand for action. The response is weakened through a lack of
transition when presenting quoted material.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, although sometimes inexact (stretch the nation and also
encompassed from outside sports), with some awareness of audience and purpose (With the
athletic department growing a new sport would add to the school spirit). The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure and length, but with uneven success (The setup is just
like soccer with the feild a net the thrill of a goal).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (guarenteed, equiptment,
banwagon), comma usage (lacrosse he, learn learing, years lacrosses), and grammar (4s a
student in this school the addition of lacrosse, could have be found, us students) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use.
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Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that lacrosse is a sport that is rapidly
becoming popular that everyone should love. The response makes few and superficial
connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (/ts a sports even
the fan will get into and Lacrosse is often abriviated by Lax). There is no reference to the
graphic.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to discuss the appeal of lacrosse (If you like man on man contact ... then lacrosse
is the sport for you and A socor player or football player can play Lacrosse ... and train for the
next season for their sport). The idea of the growing popularity of lacrosse introduced in the
opening paragraph is less developed.

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the reasons our school should have a Lacrosse team. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, starting with a brief introduction, followed by a
loosely constructed body paragraph about the benefits of lacrosse, and concluding with a
summary of reasons and a return to the task.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (Its is rapidly and become professionol
a lacrosse), with little awareness of audience and purpose (Having a Lax team would mean
more compition for our school). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure
and length for effect, but with uneven success (The game can be played by anyone, men, women
child, teenager or adult are all alike).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (soccor, nolledge,
abriviated, opprotunity, intrest) and occasional errors in punctuation (Lacrosse team. A sport;
Its a; competive sport, it will), capitalization (united states and Lacrosse), and usage (fo stay fit

. to keep ... and train, player ... their, to the game, on their off season) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3
because the response addresses only one document.
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Anchor Level 3 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (It is now starting to become the popular
sport). The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the documents
and the assigned task (Lacrosse should be added to our program because it is a very unique
sport).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents to discuss the reasons to make
lacrosse a school sport (During 2004 many sports industries have annsuced that lacrosse
should be the next best sports to watch and Its not only for males but also for females as well).
The response includes some statements that are inaccurate (it is an antidote for sickness) and
unjustified (This helps out parents).

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus on adding lacrosse to the athletic department sports program.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure with a brief introduction and two body
paragraphs. Inconsistencies exist in the second paragraph, which consists of a series of
unrelated facts, moving from behavior control to male and female involvement to world-wide
play. There is no conclusion.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary (There is also a great program), with little awareness of audience
and purpose (The situation that is described in this essay is about me recommending in a letter).
The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with
uneven success (The youth leagues and at a high school level are at the same pace).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (annsuced and
envolvement), punctuation (Its becoming, face offs and for football, whats going on), grammar
(the next best sports to watch, this sports, males has increased), and usage (To many people’s
opinion and for teens to professionals) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 —

C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, making few connections between information
and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (I would like to inform you of a change I ...
would like to see and It all started with the native americans ... its popularity is on the rise).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (Not only is the sports popularity on the
rise ... the antidote to what ails youth sports), but some references to the documents are
unjustified (an increase of 80,000 athletes on the high school level, In the Past year ... more
than doubled, extreme safety precautions).

Organization

Establishes a focus (it would be silly to not include lacrosse ... in this years budget). The
response suggests organization, beginning with two introductory sentences, an assortment of
facts from both documents, and a concluding sentence in one paragraph.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary (This popularity is also being seen at the Major league and college
levels). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with
uneven success (Our athletic department is lacking in one sport I feel should be added into the
mix, that sport is Lacrosse).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (other students
would like; the mix, that sport; on the rise but,; on top of that there), capitalization (native
americans, the Past year, to What ails, more exciting than Soccer), and a lack of paragraphing
that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 2 - A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused or inaccurate understanding of the documents (Lacrosse is known to exist
as a niche in certain of areas in New York, Baltimore and in New England). The response
alludes to the documents but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (helps
basketball players, football players, baseball player and even ice hockey players impove their
speed, or strength).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are
vague (rates go up for both males and females) and unjustified (According the text the company
of Cascade had quoted).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the idea that lacrosse should be a part of the school’s sport

program. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, moving from how more and more
children play lacrosse every day to why it should be part of the school’s sports program.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (his quote informs) for the audience and purpose. The response
reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Lacrosse had double its
rates from 2001 to 2005).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Each Year
lacrosse, text the; speed, or), capitalization (Year, Company; lacross.” his), and usage (certain
of and Company of Cascade) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.

[82]
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (/¢ is like play football without the stick in
your hand). The response alludes to the documents but makes unwarranted connections to the
assigned task (U.S. Lacross which makes rules an policies for most levels of the game to promet
the sport from $1.1 million to $9 million).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague and irrelevant
(Espn’s NCAA Championship coverage over the summer Espn 2 plans).
Organization Suggests a focus (Do you think that we can have lacrosse be part of our school’s sport

program?). The response lacks organization, consisting of a series of loosely connected ideas
about the popularity of lacrosse (locross is a very popular game to play) interrupted by
fragmented comments about football, rules, and revenue.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (that for “than” and an for “and”). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Players in the U.S. aged 15 and under
estimated to be about 186,000 more that twice what it was in 2001). Several phrases are directly
copied from the text.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Athleetes, scine, promet),
comma usage (ago lacross; U.S. aged; 186,000 more; Lacross which, still the), capitalization
(new england and Athleetes), and grammar (Players ... estimated to be and It is like play
football) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.




Anchor Paper — Part B—Level 2 - C

ﬂ\\ca 19 O Cuo@\f OG Qe sSonS Whe LocSoss
S\mH\CX Be Qckc\‘ o? of< CA\Y\“\\\\\c dQQoA‘\Vme—\\\‘
[he Frish Pessoc 15 N W 16 afcn Velly fooflex
(éckme/ AR @e_op\e, @\mvx X ande
m neal ooy a\o\( oF Who\& @\cu)\ \ac SIS
oout SA 0o e e \QF‘{V\O\\Q, VAT e
49,000 fr mae p\c\u\ lo.c €068 o\ )Yoo\olv\f‘(" Mede
ond e yne e s wr e odded sad the NionScon)s
6%5)( evx\‘s /méx\\” 1A 100,600 S*DM{\S(WC&U\ \C ACVG"?
£y NK 1 t will Re O\Q@A Qa\“ s St
m\A alat ﬁC S)““AP(\%‘”\ M&\“e NN @\ab\ ac@%j
J’ w)( '\'\o«(/f’ O\O% AR Q\c\v\\\(\ﬁ Iacrass—
ﬂ\@ heve  he @?fddl@(\\’f% @M@ﬂgic wen't hel/e
ToWolvie WNecoSz ¥ 14 X€ec Dap.

oo\ and e life Raeeball ke \rﬂf)m\\\

;\&Y B \WRe e ol Woone. O\‘(\,c)\fe\g\o\\g
\5 (\/\f\f\v_\) we. 5\%0\5\ ot LacCovs al ace
e,

Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (in year 2004 ... Male and Females were
added and the High Schools students and it is 100,000 student). The response alludes to the
documents but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (The have the students
parents won'’t have To Worrie Becuse it is safer the Football and it’s like BaseBall,

BasketBall).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (it will have
alot of us playing lacross and it is like the all in one).

Organization Suggests a focus (that is Why we should have Lacross at are school). The response lacks
organization, consisting of one paragraph of three loosely constructed sentences.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (This is a cuople of Resons why Lacross should Be Part of are

athlitic department and it will Be good For are school). The response reveals little awareness of
how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (resson, pouprler, lacross,
alot), punctuation (togathe Male; added and; Lacross so, students parents), and capitalization
(Frist, High Schools, Becuse, Lacross) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding (! think that Lacrosse must be a part of school’s
sports programs because I saw a lot of students bored of The Typic school’s sports). The
response makes no connections between information in the documents and the assigned task,
offering only a personal response.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. The response includes no details from either
document.

Organization Suggests a focus on the idea that lacrosse should be part of the school’s sports program but
lacks organization. The response consists of five loosely related sentences.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (of school’s sports programs and

a new way to Have Fun, is a good sport). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect (Remember, Sport is Health).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (Maybe, ... school,
The, Fun, is;, Too Remember), capitalization (Have Fun and Happy), grammar (because I saw
and Typic school’s), and usage (bored of and sport to) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1 because
the response makes no reference to any documents.
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Anchor Level 1 - B
Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of understanding. The response makes no connections between
information in the documents and the assigned task (One of the most famous sport in our school
is Lacrosse).

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response’s original language is at times incoherent (I will write about a

program my schools is having to support the school’s athletic department that is planning its
budget has asked for student input).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A — Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B — Score Level 5

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C — Score Level 3

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D — Score Level 2

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E — Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.










Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The
Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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