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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION   
 
1. This question paper consists of FOUR sections, namely SECTION A, 

SECTION B, SECTION C and SECTION D. 
 
SECTION A:      Comprehension         (30 marks) 
SECTION B:      Summary                   (10 marks) 
SECTION C:      Language                  (60 marks) 
SECTION D:      Literature                   (20 marks) 

  

 
2. Answer ALL the questions.  
 
3. In the case of multiple-choice questions, write only the question number and 

the letter corresponding to the correct answer. 
  

 
4. Start each section on a NEW page and rule off after EACH section.  
 
5. 
 
6. 

Leave a line after each answer. 
 
Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 
question paper. 

 

 
7. Write neatly and legibly.  
 
8.  Pay special attention to spelling and sentence construction.  
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SECTION A:  COMPREHENSION   
 
QUESTION  1   
 
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.   
 
 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 

Delightful Dolphins 
 
Dolphins are social creatures that live in the sea in groups called pods or 
schools of up to a dozen individuals. In places where a lot of food is found, 
pods join up for a short time, forming a gathering called a superpod. These 
gatherings can hold more than 1 000 dolphins. 
 
Membership of a pod is not rigid and dolphins often move from one pod to 
another. However, they can establish strong bonds with one another. This 
means that they even take care of injured or sick individuals, instead of 
leaving them behind. 
 
Dolphins communicate by using different clicks, whistles and other noises. 
 
In May 2005, researchers in Australia discovered a new side to dolphin 
behaviour: some dolphins teach their young to use tools. The dolphins break 
sea-sponges off rocks to protect their snouts while they search for food. This 
knowledge is mostly transferred from mothers to daughters; it is a taught 
behaviour and is not inherited. 
 
Dolphins are occasionally willing to approach humans and play with them in 
the water. Dolphins have been known to protect swimmers from sharks by 
swimming in circles around the shark's target. There have even been stories 
of dolphins fighting sharks off, although the truth of these stories is hard to 
establish. 

                                                                 [Adapted from: Daily Sun, 31 October 2007]
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QUESTIONS:   
 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2 

Complete the sentence by filling in the blank with a word from the passage. 
Write only the question number and the answer. 
 
Dolphins live in groups called … or … . 
 
State TWO ways in which dolphins communicate. 

 
 
 
(2) 
 
(2) 

 
1.3 
 
 

Indicate whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE.   Choose the 
answer and write 'true' or 'false' next to the question number (1.3.1 – 1.3.3) in 
the ANSWER BOOK.  In each case, give a reason for your answer. 

 
 
 

 
 1.3.1 

 
1.3.2 

Superpods are permanent groups formed by dolphins. 
 
Dolphins are friendly towards humans. 

(2) 
 
(2) 

 
 1.3.3 Dolphins are loving and caring towards each other. (2) 
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1.4 State ONE way in which dolphins help swimmers. (2) 
 
1.5 In lines 11 – 12 we read, 'The dolphins break sea-sponges off rocks to protect 

their snouts while they search for food'.  
 
Complete the following sentence by choosing the correct answer from the list 
below: 
 
The sentence in QUESTION 1.5 shows us that … 
 
A  dolphins are highly intelligent creatures. 
B  dolphins are very creative. 
C  dolphins are able to use the environment to their advantage. 
D  All the above-mentioned 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
[14] 

 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
Read the television guide on the next page and then answer the questions that follow. 
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                                                                        [Adapted from:  Sunday Times Magazine, 11 November 2007] 
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QUESTIONS:   
 
2.1 Refer to the entry for the film Driven on SABC1. 

Name ONE of the stars of this film. 
  

(2) 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer to the programmes being screened on SABC2. 
Which programme will you watch if you are concerned about health matters? 
 
Choose the correct answer from the list below:  
 
A      New Life, New Beginning 
B      Weekend Live 
C      House Call 
D      Eastern Mosaic 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
2.3 Which programme on SABC3 will appeal to people who are interested in 

cars?  
  

(2) 
 
2.4 At what time does the broadcast of the cricket match begin on SABC3?   (2) 
 
2.5 Which television channel caters most for viewers who love soccer?  (2) 
 
2.6 Which channel has the largest number of programmes that are being 

repeated? 
  

(2) 
 
2.7 Complete the following sentence by choosing the correct answer from the list 

below:  
 
In the entry for the film Bats at 23:40 on e.tv,  '(16)' indicates that … 
 
A     there are 16 characters in the film. 
B     the film has an age restriction of 16 years. 
C     the film scored 16 points in a film review. 
D     the film is 16 minutes long. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
2.8 If you had missed some sports programmes during the week, which 

programme will you watch on SABC3? 
  

(2) 
[16] 

 
                                                                                                       TOTAL SECTION  A:  30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Second Additional Language (SAL)/P1  7 DoE/Exemplar 2008 
 NSC 

Copyright reserved                                                          

 
 
SECTION B:  SUMMARY   
 
QUESTION 3   
 
You are going to give your fellow pupils a talk on how to prepare for a job interview. 
Read the following article and write down the SEVEN main points that you will use in 
your talk. 
 
NOTE: 
 
1.            List the SEVEN points in full sentences. 

  

 
2. Use your own words as far as possible.   
 
3. Number the sentences 1 to 7.  
 
4. Write each sentence on a new line.  
 
5. Your seven-point summary should be about 60 words.  
 
6. Indicate the total number of words you have used in brackets at the end of 

your summary. 
 

 
How to get that dream job 

 
Be well prepared for a job interview as it is your chance to show a potential employer what 
you are capable of. 
 
Prepare for the interview by getting background knowledge of the type of company and the 
employer from resources such as directories, websites, newspapers, business journals 
and reports.  Such knowledge will give you an advantage and impress employers.  It will 
also allow you to evaluate the job offer. 
 
Impress prospective employers by arriving in good time for the interview.  
 
Your dress is the first aspect an interviewer notices and uses to assess your character. 
Consider the kind of job you have applied for so that you would know how to dress for the 
interview. 
 
It is also important to be aware of the way you walk into the room, the way you sit and your 
hand movements, as body language gives more away about you than speech. 
 
There are five different types of interviews: screening, selection, group, panel and stress 
interviews.  Once you have established the type of interview, prepare for some of the 
common questions asked at interviews. 
 
Often neglected is the polite follow-up letter to the interviewer to highlight certain aspects 
of the interview and that sets you apart from the thousands applying for the same position. 
 
                                                                      [Adapted from: Career Alliance, 28 August – 3 September 2007] 
 
                                                                                           TOTAL SECTION B: 10 
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SECTION C:  LANGUAGE 
 
QUESTION 4:  CARTOONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

  

 
4.1 Read the following cartoon and answer the questions that follow.  
 

NOTE:  In this cartoon, the dog's name is Fred.   
 

                 Frame 1                              Frame 2                                    Frame 3 
 
 
QUESTIONS:  
 
Choose the correct answer from the list below.  Write only the letter (A – D) next to the 
question number (4.1.1 –  4.1.2).  

  

 
 
4.1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.1.2 
 
 

 
In Frame 1 of the cartoon, the man is … 
 
A friendly. 
B  angry. 
C sad. 
D confused.                                                                                       
 
Looking at the way the dog reacts to the man in Frame 2 and 
Frame 3, we can say that the dog is … 
 
A    disobedient towards his owner. 
B unconcerned about his owner.        
C    obedient towards his owner. 
D    afraid of his owner.                                                                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
[4] 
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4.2 Read the following cartoon and answer the questions that follow. 

 
NOTE:  The man in the cartoon is Hägar and his wife is Helga. 
 

 

 

 
 

QUESTIONS:   
 
Choose the correct answer from the list.   Write only the letter (A – D) next to the 
question number (4.2.1 – 4.2.3). 

  

 
4.2.1 Refer to Frame 4 of the cartoon. 

Why does Hägar ask Helga, 'When's dinner?'? 
 
A      He is hungry. 
B      He has worked very hard all day. 
C      It is dinnertime. 
D     All the above-mentioned 

  
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
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4.2.2 In Frame 5, what does Helga mean by 'It'll be a while yet'? 
 
A     She has not cooked dinner. 
B     Dinner will be ready much later. 
C     They are going out for dinner that evening. 
D     None of the above-mentioned 

  
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
4.2.3 In Frame 6, Hägar's words suggest that he is … 

 
A     excited. 
B     happy. 
C       puzzled. 
D       None of the above-mentioned 

  
 
 
 
 
(2) 
[6] 

 
4.3 Read the advertisement on the next page and answer the questions that 

follow. 
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QUESTIONS:   
 

4.3.1 Describe the kind of person who would be attracted by this 
advertisement. 

 
(2) 

 
4.3.2 Choose the correct answer from the list below.  Write only the letter 

(A – C) next to the question number (4.3.2). 
 
This text is an advertisement for … 
 
A tourism in the North West Province. 
B wildlife in the North West Province. 
C water sports in the North West Province. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
4.3.3 What do the pictures tell you about the North West Province? Give 

TWO points. 
 
(4) 

 
4.3.4 Who has placed this advertisement? 

Choose the correct answer from the list below.  Write only the letter 
(A – C) next to the question number (4.3.4). 
 
This advertisement has been placed by … 
 
A the North West Province. 
B the North West Parks and Tourism Board. 
C  tourismnorthwest. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
4.3.5 Does this advertisement encourage you to visit the North West 

Province?  Give a reason for your answer. 
  

(2) 
[12] 
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4.4 Read the following advertisement and then answer the questions that follow.  
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QUESTIONS:   
 

4.4.1 Complete the following sentence by choosing the correct answer 
from the list below.   Write only the letter (A – C) next to the 
question number (4.4.1). 
 
The advertiser has included a young child in this advertisement 
because he wants to show how … 
 
A  dirty children's clothes can get. 
B  hard housewives work.  
C  much fun children can have with water. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
4.4.2 Who is most likely to try this product?  

 
Choose the correct answer from the list below.  Write only the letter 
(A – C) next to the question number (4.4.2).  
 
A Children 
B Teenagers 
C  Parents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
4.4.3 Why has the advertiser included the words 'dirt is good' in the first 

picture? 
  

(2) 
 

4.4.4 What does the following phrase tell you about this product? 
 
'… dirt and stains are removed first time' 

 
 
(2) 
[8] 
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QUESTION 5:  LANGUAGE USAGE 
 
Read the article below and then answer the questions that follow. 

  

 
 
 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 

101-year-old gran learns to read and write 
 
History was made this week in the adult-education sector when a 101-year-
old grandmother was among 8 000 learners to graduate from the KwaZulu-
Natal government's Masifundisane Literacy Programme. 
 
Bonezinkulu Magubane, born in 1906, said afterwards: 'I grew up very poor 
and without parents.  I am so happy Masifundisane gave me presence; I'm 
part of society now.  I can read and write.' 
 
Magubane stood proudly in her graduation gown as she received a standing 
ovation. 
 
Another graduate, 93-year-old Sifisani Ntshangase, said she didn't miss a day 
of classes.  Ntshangase could not contain her excitement and had the crowd 
ululating in pride as she danced for joy. 
 
'Everyone  used  to know my name, but now I know it too.   I used to go home 
and do my homework in my bed at night,' she said. 
 
The graduates can now read, write and count in isiZulu. 
 

                                             [Adapted from: Sunday Sun, 16 September 2007] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
14 

 
QUESTIONS:   
 
5.1 Choose the correct answer from the list provided.  Write only the letter  

(A – C) next to the question number (5.1.1. – 5.1.2). 
 

 
 5.1.1 'History was made' (line 1) means …  
 
  A 

B 
 
C 

the grandmother studied history. 
it is the first time a 101-year-old person has learnt how to read 
and write. 
the grandmother is very old. 

 
 
 
(2) 

 
5.1.2 The word 'government's'  (line 3) has an apostrophe because …  

 
  A 

B 
C 

it is used to show belonging. 
the word is in the plural form. 
it is used to show that two words have been joined. 

 
 
(2) 

 
5.2 In line 4  Bonezinkulu says, 'I grew up very poor and without parents.' 

 
Rewrite her words in reported speech, starting with: Bonezinkulu said that … 

 
 
(2) 
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5.3 
 

The dictionary entry for the word 'excitement' is: 
 
                      'ex-cite-ment  n   a state of being excited' 
 
Choose the correct answer from the list below.  Write only the letter (A – C) 
next to the question number (5.3.1 – 5.3.2). 

  

 
5.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3.2 

The word 'excitement' in line 10 (of the passage on page 15) is 
used as a/an … 
  
A verb. 
B noun. 
C adverb.                                                                                          

 
The adjective formed from the word 'excite' is … 
 
A excitement. 
B  exciting. 
C excitedly. 

 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 

 
5.4 Rewrite the following sentences in the present tense:  
 
 5.4.1 

 
5.4.2 

Ntshangase could not contain her excitement. 
 
Everyone used to know my name. 

(2) 
 
(2) 

 
5.5 
 

Give words opposite in meaning to the underlined words in the following 
sentences: 

  

 
5.5.1 
 
5.5.2 

History was made this week in the adult-education sector. 
 
I grew up very poor. 

(2) 
 
(2) 

 
5.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give the plural form of the underlined word in the sentence below.  Write only 
the question number and the answer. 
 
I'm part of society now (line 6).  

 
 
 
(2) 
[20] 
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QUESTION 6:  EDITING 
 
The following passage contains a number of deliberate errors. Read the passage 
carefully and then answer the questions that follow. 

  

 
 
 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
 
6. 
 
 
 

A leaner, fitter, focused DJ Sbu 
 

Its true! DJ Sbu have kept his promise to shed 10 kg in four months. 
 
Were it not for the husky voice and the loud, graveled laughter, the leaner 
Sbusiso Leope (aka DJ Sbu) could have arrived and left Sunday Sun's office 
unnoticed this week. 
 
Dressed in a tight-fitting top with no flab hanging on the waste, DJ Sbu 
proudly declared that he had surpassed the 10 kg target and dropped about 
12 kg since Sunday Sun last wrote about his weight-loss programme on 
May 6. 
 
In all, he has shed a remarkable 29 kg in about 9 months, including the 17 kg 
he dropped between January and May this year. 
 
No mean feat, and in an age when obesity-related deseases like diabetes, 
heart problems and high-blood pressure can lead to death if left untreated, 
Sbu's efforts have earned him the coveted Sunday Sun/Christ Centred 
Church Role Model of the Week. 
 
'It has not been easy to be where I am right now, but it feels good. I train four 
times a week, and have since cut down on some fatty stuff.'  
 
 
                                                         [Adapted from: Sunday Sun,  16 September 2007] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 

 
QUESTIONS:   
 
6.1 Fill in the missing punctuation mark in the following sentence: 

 
                                         Its true! (line 1) 

 
 
(1) 

 
6.2 
 
 
 

Correct the verb in the following sentence.  Write only the question number 
and the answer. 
 
 DJ Sbu 'have' kept his promise to shed 10 kg in four months (line 1). 

 
 
 
(2) 

 
6.3 The word 'waste' (line 5) has been used incorrectly.  Replace it with the 

correct word. 
 
(2) 
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6.4 Write the abbreviation 'kg' (line 6) in full. (2) 
 
6.5 The word 'deseases' (line 11) has been spelt incorrectly.  Correct this spelling 

error. 
  

(1) 
 
6.6 Which ONE of the following words has the same meaning as 'cut down' 

(line 16)?  
 
A   Reduced 
B   Increased 
C   Added                                                                                                      

 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
[10] 

 
                                                                                                       TOTAL SECTION C:  60 

 
 
SECTION D:  LITERATURE 
 
(This SECTION will be provided by the Provincial Education Department.) 

  

 
                                                                                                        TOTAL SECTION D:  20 
 

                                                                                                       GRAND TOTAL:  120 
 


