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SECTION A

POETRY

QUESTION 1

Read the poems and answer the questions that follow.


The Unknown Citizen
He was found by the Bureau of Statistics to be

One against whom there was no official complaint,

And all the reports on his conduct agree

That, in the modern sense of an old-fashioned word, he was a saint,

For in everything he did he served the Greater Community.

Except for the War till the day he retired

He worked in a factory and never got fired,

But satisfied his employers, Fudge Motors Inc.

Yet he wasn’t a scab or odd in his views,

For his Union reports that he paid his dues,

(Our report on his Union shows it was sound)

And our Social Psychology workers found

That he was popular with his mates and liked a drink.

The Press are convinced that he bought a paper every day

And that his reactions to advertisements were normal in every way.

Policies taken out in his name prove that he was fully insured,

And his Health-card shows he was once in hospital but left it cured.

Both Producers Research and High-Grade Living declare

He was fully sensible to the advantages of the Instalment Plan

And had everything necessary to the Modern Man,
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A phonograph, a radio, a car and a frigidaire.

Our researchers into Public Opinion are content 

That he held the proper opinions for the time of year;

When there was peace, he was for peace; when there was war, he 
went.

He was married and added five children to the population,

Which our Eugenist says was the right number for a parent of his


generation,

And our teachers report that he never interfered with their


education.

Was he free?  Was he happy?  The question is absurd:

Had anything been wrong, we should certainly have heard.
25


1.1 Where would you expect to find the words in the title of the poem?

A. On a grave

B. In a family Bible

C. In a hospital register

D. At the Bureau of Statistics

1.2 The perfect citizen in the poem spent almost all of his working life employed at 

A. a trade union.

B. a news company.

C. a motorcar company.

D. the Bureau of Statistics.
(2)

(2)

1.3 According to the poem ordinary people are known to the State only through numbers.  What number has the State given to this man?

1.4 The poem is written in the past tense.  Provide ONE reason for this.

1.5 Give ONE example of a paradox and ONE example of a rhetorical question from the poem.

1.6 What represented modern technology for the man in this poem?  List at least TWO things.

1.7 What does the speaker mean by “proper opinions” (line 23)?

1.8 On TWO occasions he (the citizen) was absent from work.  Describe TWO such occasions, in your own words.

1.9 What message does the poem convey about modern society?  Explain briefly.
(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

AND


The Wild Doves At Louis Trichardt

Morning is busy with long files

Of ants and men, all bearing loads.

The sun’s gong beats, and sweat runs down.

A mason-hornet shapes his hanging house 

In a wide flood of flowers

Two crested cranes are bowing to their food.

From the north today there is ominous news.

Midday, the mad cicada-time.

Sizzling from every open valve

Of the overheated earth

The stridulators din it in -

Intensive and continuing praise

Of the white-hot zenith, shrilling on

Toward a note too high to bear

Oven of afternoon, silence of heat

In shadow, or in shaded rooms,

This face is hidden in folded arms,

This face is now a sightless mask ,

Tree-shadow just includes those legs.

The people have all lain down, and sleep

In attitudes of the sick, the shot, the dead.

Continued on page 6
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And now in the grove the wild doves begin,

Whose neat silk heads are never still,

Bubbling their coolest colloquies.

The formulae they liquidly pronounce 
In secret tents of leaves imply

(Clearer than man-made music could)

Men being absent, Africa is good.

William Plomer
25


1.10 ‘The sun’s gong beats…’ (Line 3)
1.10.1 Name the figure of speech in this line.

1.10.2 Describe the sun and its effect as suggested by this image.

1.11 Quote THREE words or phrases from stanzas two and three that suggest how hot the day is.

1.12 Quote ONE example of an onomatopoeic word from the poem.

1.13 Use your own words when answering the following questions:

1.13.1 What is ominous news (line 7)?

1.13.2 What does mad cicada time mean (line 8)?

1.13.3 To what does secret tents refer (line 26)?

1.14 What is achieved by the repetition of the word ‘face’ in lines 17 and 18?

1.15 What time of day does the last stanza refer to?

1.16 Describe the mood or atmosphere created in the last stanza.

1.17 Write down the correct number and answer only.

1.17.1 ‘zenith’ in line 13, refers to the

A. sky.

B. sun.

C. clouds.

D. horizon.

1.17.2
‘colloquies’ (line 24), as used in the poem, refers to the ____ of the birds.

A. music

B. conversations

C. pronunciations

D. All of the above.
(2)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(1)

[40]

SECTION B

NOVEL

QUESTION 2

MARU – BESSIE HEAD

Read the extract and study the pictures below before you answer the questions based on the extract and the novel as a whole.
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‘Yes?’ she asked, unsmiling.


The boy shook his head and laughed to himself. ‘I am

thinking about a certain matter,’ he said.


Then he looked directly into her face with an insolent

stare: ‘Tell me,’ he said.  ‘Since when is a Bushy a teacher?’


The room heaved a little and the whole classroom of

children blanked out before her.  Yet she still stood upright

with wide open eyes.  From a distance their voices sounded

like a confused roar:  ‘You are a Bushman,’ they chanted.

‘You are a Bushman.’


It froze the whole school.  There was not a teacher who

did not know of the buzzing between the principal and the

Totems over the weekend.  They even knew what was to

happen next.  They waited for his drawl: ‘But Miss Cadmore,

why can’t you control your class?  You are disturbing the

whole school.’


In fact, he was on cue, except that half-way across the

quadrangle he saw Dikeledi streak ahead of him into the 

classroom of the Masarwa.  He jerked  himself back on one

leg, looked to the left and right and started running back to

his office.  He still heard her voice.  It was like murder, shrill

and high like the shattering of thin glass against a wall:

‘Stop it! Stop it! I’ll smash you all to pieces!  She is your

teacher! She is your teacher!’


A few of the teachers in the senior classes smiled to

themselves.  Dikeledi had run the school for some time.  She

was the only person who did not understand backstabbing.

They all had knives in their backs from Pete.  They pulled

them out that morning.

The principal sat in his office, struggling to gain a sem-

blance of self-respect.  His calculations had excluded Dikeledi.
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2.1
Who is “she” in the first line of the extract?
(2)

2.2 In the earlier years of her life, she was once in the same situation as the one described in the extract.

2.2.1 Who are the tormentors in the extract?

2.2.2 Who were her torturers those years ago when she was a child?

2.2.3 Mistress Dikeledi saves her in the extract.  Who saved her when she was in the same situation years back?

2.2.4 In the extract Dikeledi threatens to smash the tormentors to pieces.  What did the person who saved her those years ago threaten to do?

2.3 Quote the racial expression of the learners in the extract that was also used by the perpetrators years back.

2.4 2.4.1
What is her reaction to the taunting?  Quote from the extract.

2.4.1 What was her reaction to the taunting when she was a child?

2.5 Name the figure of speech used in lines 21 – 22.

2.6 State whether the following statements are true or false and then support your answer by quoting from the extract.

2.6.1 The principal reached the chaotic class of the Masarwa teacher a few minutes before Mistress Dikeledi did.

2.6.2 Dikeledi was very calm as she reprimanded the pupils who were taunting the Masarwa teacher.

2.6.3 The principal did not have a good relationship with his staff.

2.6.4 The principal felt silly and ridiculous.

2.7 Explain the word “backstabbing” (line 27).

2.8 Quote the sentence that implies that Dikeledi ruined the principal’s plan to disrupt the class of the new teacher.

2.9
What do we learn from this extract about the character of Dikeledi?
(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(3)

Read Extract 2 and then answer the questions that follow:




As they breathed in the fresh, clear air their

humanity awakened.  They examined their condition.  There

was the fetid air, the excreta and the horror of being an

oddity of the human race, with half the head of a man and

half the body of a donkey.  They laughed in an embarrassed

way, scratching their heads.  How had they fallen into this condition when, indeed, they were as human as everyone

else?  They started to run out into the sunlight, then they 

turned and looked at the dark, small room.  They said :  ‘We

are not going back there.’
5
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2.10 The extract above deals with the theme of _______ (racial prejudice/gender discrimination/the liberation of the oppressed).

2.11 Who had fallen into “this condition” (lines 6 &7)?

2.12 The sunlight in the extract represents A: _______

and the dark small room represents B: _______


(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

2.13 By “We are not going back there,” they mean that they

A. are leaving Botswana.

B. are not going back to Dilepe Village.

C. are leaving for South Africa.

D. will never be oppressed again.

TOTAL:
(2)

[40]

SECTION C

DRAMA

Answer Question 3 OR Question 4

QUESTION  3

JULIUS CAESAR – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

In the following extract the conspirators meet at Brutus’s house.  Read the passage carefully and then answer the questions based on it and the play as a whole.



Brutus

Words before blows; is it so, countrymen?

Octavius

Not that we love words better, as you do.

Brutus
Good words are better than bad strokes, Octavius.

Antony

In your bad strokes, Brutus, you give good words;

Witness the hole you made in Caesar’s heart,

Crying ‘Long live! Hail Caesar!’
5


Cassius

Antony,

The posture of your blows are yet unknown;

But for your words, they rob the Hybla bees,

And leave them honeyless.

Antony

Not stingless too?

Brutus

O yes, and soundless too;

For you have stolen their buzzing, Antony,

And very wisely threat before you sting.

Antony

Villains, you did not so when your vile daggers

Hacked one another in the sides of Caesar.

You showed your teeth like apes, and fawned like hounds,

And bowed like bondmen, kissing Caesar’s feet;
10
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Whilst damned Casca, like a cur, behind

Struck Caesar on the neck.  O you flatterers!

Cassius
Flatterers! Now, Brutus, thank yourself.

This tongue had not offended so to-day

If Cassius might have ruled.
20


3.1 In the first line of the extract, Brutus implies that:

A. He wants to negotiate with the triumvirs before the fight.

B. Antony and Octavius are reluctant and too frightened to fight.

C. There is nothing much to say.

D. Peace is better than violence.

(Choose the correct answer from above and write down the symbol only.)

3.2 Quote the phrase in which the conspirators are reminded of their hypocritical attitude towards Caesar.

3.3 Quote the sentence that suggests Antony has never fought in a battle before.

3.4 Examine lines 7-9.  To what event is Cassius referring in these lines?

3.5 3.5.1
Name the conspirator who, earlier in the play, insisted that Mark Antony was dangerous and should be killed with Caesar.

3.5.2 Quote a phrase from the extract in which Antony echoes the fears of the conspirator in 3.5.1 that he is not harmless.

3.6 3.6.1
Name the figure of speech in lines 16 – 18.

3.6.2 What does Antony imply about the conspirators by using this figure of speech?

3.7 To what event is Mark Antony referring when he says “O flatterers"?

3.8 “Brutus, thank yourself” (line 20).  Briefly explain why Cassius is saying these words.

3.9 Whose tongue is “this tongue” in line 21?

3.10
Quote the phrase that proves that Cassius was not in charge.
(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

The following is an extract from Mark Antony’s long speech after the assassination of Caesar.  Read it carefully and answer the questions that follow.


Messala

How died my master, Strato?

Strato

I held the sword, and he did run on it.

Messala

Octavius, then take him to follow thee,

That did the latest service to my master.

Antony
This was the noblest Roman of them all.

All the conspirators save only he

Did that they did in envy of great Caesar;

He only in a general honest thought

And common good to all made one of them.

His life was gentle, and the elements

So mixed in him that Nature might stand up

And say to all the world, ‘This was a man!’

Continued on page 11
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Octavius
According to his virtue let us use him,

Will all respect and rites of burial.

Within my tent his bones to-night shall lie,

Most like a soldier, ordered honourably.

So call the field to rest, and let’s away

To part the glories of this happy day.

Exeunt
15


3.11 Quote the word that proves Messala served under Brutus.

3.12 What was the “latest service” that Strato performed?

3.13 Find the word which in its context means except.

3.14 Antony says that, of the conspirators, only Brutus

A. killed Caesar for the good of himself.

B. killed Caesar because he felt it would benefit all the people of Rome.

C. was not jealous of Caesar.

D. Both B and C.

(Write down the symbol only).

3.15 Explain why ‘Nature’ is written with a capital letter in line 11.

3.16 In what tone of voice would Antony speak lines 5 – 12?  Give a reason for 
your answer.

3.17 What are “the glories” in line 18?

3.18 Write a short paragraph on ONE of the following characters:

Brutus, Cassius, Mark Antony.

In your answer you should focus on the following main points:

The most significant characteristics

The part he plays

His weaknesses

TOTAL:
(1)

(2)

(1)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(2)

(5)

[40]

QUESTION  4

MACBETH – WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Read the extracts and answer the questions which follow.



Macbeth
Go bid thy mistress, when my drink is ready

She strike upon the bell.  Get thee to bed.

[Exit Servant.

Is this a dagger which I see before me,

The handle toward my hand?  Come let me clutch thee.

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible

To feeling as to sight? or art thou but

A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?

I see thee yet, in form as palpable

Continued on page 12
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As this which now I draw.

Thou marshall’st me the way that I was going;

And such an instrument I was to use.

Mine eyes are made the fools o’th’other senses,

Or else worth all the rest: I see thee still;

And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood,

Which was not so before.  There’s no such thing:

It is the bloody business which informs

Thus to mine eyes.  Now o’er the one half-world

Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse

The curtained sleep; witchcraft celebrates

Pale Hecate’s offerings; and withered Murder,

Alarumed by his sentinel, the wolf,

Whose howl’s his watch, thus with his stealthy pace,

With Tarquin’s ravishing strides, toward his design

Moves like a ghost.  Thou sure and firm-set earth,

Hear not my steps which way they walk, for fear

Thy very stones prate of my whereabout,

And take the present horror from the time,

Which now suits with it.  Whiles I threat, he lives:

Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives.

[A bell rings.

I go, and it is done:  the bell invites me.

Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell

That summons thee to heaven or to hell.

[Exit]
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4.1 Select either A, B, C or D:

4.1.1 Macbeth’s conscience troubles him even before he commits the murder.  This is clear from the vision of

A. Hecate.

B. the wolf.

C. the bell.

D. the dagger.
(2)

4.1.2 What does the vision suggest about his state of mind?

A. He is already anxious to commit this murder.

B. He is already tormented by fear for the future.

C. He is already tormented by a guilty conscience.

D. He is confused because he is drugged.

4.2 Which word indicates that this dagger is a figment of his imagination?

4.3 You are the producer of the play.  What stage directions would you give to Macbeth and the technical team concerning this soliloquy?

4.4 How would you describe Macbeth’s attitude to Duncan in his parting words “Hear it not … that summons thee to heaven, or to hell” (lines 33 – 34)?
(2)

(2)

(6)

(2)

Macbeth
Avaunt, and quit my sight, let the earth hide thee!

Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold;

Thou hast no speculation in those eyes

Which thou dost glare with!

Lady Macbeth

Think of this, good peers,

But as a thing of custom: ‘tis no other;

Only it spoils the pleasure of the time.

Macbeth

What man dare, I dare:

Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear,

The armed rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger;

Take any shape but that, and my firm nerves

Shall never tremble: or be alive again,

The baby of a girl.  Hence, horrible shadow!

Unreal mockery, hence!
[Exit Ghost.

Why, so being gone,

I am a man again.  Pray you, sit still.

Lady Macbeth
You have displaced the mirth, broke the 

good meeting,

With most admired disorder.

Macbeth
Can such things be,

And overcome us like a summer’s cloud,

Without our special wonder? You make me strange

Even to the disposition that I owe,

When now I think you can behold such sights

And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks,

When mine is blanched with fear.

Ross

What sights, my lord?

Lady Macbeth
I pray you speak not; he grows worse and

worse;

Question enrages him.  At once, good night:

Stand not upon the order of your going,

But go at once


4.5 Why has Macbeth had Banquo murdered?

Give TWO reasons.
(4)

4.6 What, do you think do the guests see Macbeth doing in this scene?

4.7 What excuse do the Macbeths give for Macbeth’s outburst?

(Do not quote.)

4.8 If you were a guest at the banquet, what conclusion would you have drawn from this behaviour?

4.9 How is the theme of disorder reinforced in this scene?
(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

AND


Macbeth

I conjure you, by that which you profess–

Howe’er you come to know it–answer me:

Though you untie the winds and let them fight

Against the churches; though the yesty waves

Confound and swallow navigation up;

Though bladed corn be lodged and trees blown down;

Though castles topple on their warders’ heads; 

Though palaces and pyramids do slope

Their heads to their foundations; though the treasure

Of Nature’s germens tumble all together,

Even till destruction sicken–answer me

To what I ask you.

First witch

Speak.

Second witch

Demand.

Third witch

We’ll answer.

First witch

Say if thou’dst rather hear it from our mouths,

Or from our masters?

Macbeth
Call ’em: let me see ’em.



4.10 Macbeth was once described as “infirm of purpose”.  By referring to the extract, how would you describe him now?

4.11 Briefly describe the three apparitions and their significance.

4.12 After seeing the apparition Macbeth sees a “show of eight Kings”.

4.12.1 Why does this sight upset him?

4.12.2 Why is it ironic that Macbeth “damns” the witches?
(4)

(6)

(2)

(2)

[40]

SECTION D

Answer Question 5 OR Question 6.

Question 5

Focus compiled by R.  Meyer

Read the following extract from The Voter by Chinua Achebe and answer the questions set:



‘All right,’ he said in English and then reverted to Ibo.  ‘Let

us not quarrel about small things.’  He stood up, adjusted his

robes and plunged his hand once more into the bag.  Then he

bent down like a priest distributing the host and gave one

shilling more to every man; only he did not put it into their

palms but on the floor in front of them.  The men, who had so

far not wanted to touch the things, looked at the floor and shook

their heads.  Roof got up again and gave each man another shilling…

Continued on page 15
5





Up to the last night everything had been ‘moving according

to plan’, as Roof put it.  Then he had received a strange visit

from the leader of the POP campaign team.  Although he and Roof were well known to each other, and might even be called

friends, his visit was cold and businesslike.  No words were wasted.  He placed five pounds on the floor before Roof and

said,  ‘We want your vote’.  Roof got up from his chair, went to the outside door, closed it carefully and returned to his chair.

The brief journey gave him enough time to consider the offer

and as he spoke his eyes never left the red note on the floor.


You know I work for Marcus,’ he said weakly.  ‘It will be 

very bad …’


‘Marcus will not be there when you put in your vote.  we

have plenty of work to do tonight; are you taking this or not?’
10
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‘It will not be heard outside this room?  asked Roof.

‘We are after votes, not gossip.’

‘All right,’ said Roof in English.

The man nudged his companion and he brought forward an

object covered with a red cloth and began to remove the cover.

It was a fearsome little object in a clay pot with feathers stuck

into it.


‘The iyi comes from Mbanta.  You know what that means.

Swear that you will vote for Maduka.  If you fail to do so, this

iyi take note.’


Roof’s heart nearly flew out when he saw the iyi; indeed he

knew the fame of Mbanta in these things.  But he was a man of

quick decision.  What could a single vote given in secret for 

Maduka take away from Marcus’s certain victory?  Nothing.


‘I will cast my paper for Maduka; if not this iyi take note.’
25
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5.1 In which country is this story set?

5.2 What kind of political system do they have?
(2)

(2)

5.3 What is Roof’s occupation before he becomes a political agent?

A. A trainee bicycle repairer

B. Taxidriver

C. Busdriver

D. Marcus’ chauffeur

5.4 What were they quarrelling about as referred to in paragraph 1?

5.5 What TWO techniques does Roof use to make sure that the votes of the village elders go to Marcus Ibe?

5.6 Give an example of irony in this story.

5.7 What do you think the following expressions from the story mean?

5.7.1 “Today we have climbed the iroko tree.”

5.7.2 “The bird who ate and drank and went out to challenge his personal spirit.”


(2)

(2)

(4)

(2)

(2)

(2)



5.8 “If you fail to do so, this iyi take note.”

What do you think an “iyi” is?

A. An ancestor

B. The tikoloshe

C. A ghost

D. An evil spirit

5.9 Complete:  The leader of PAP was 5.9.1 …… and his sign was 5.9.2 ……:  on the other hand the leader of POP was 5.9.3 …… and his sign was 5.9.4 …… .

5.10 What does Roof do in order not to betray either man?

5.11 What does the story suggest about the values of the people in the country in which it is set?
(2)

(4)

(2)

(2)

AND


The Visits – Richard Rive


It was then that he heard the knocking at the door.  Not loud

but it could be heard throughout  the flat. Who could it be?  He 

was curious but didn’t answer the door at once.  He fussed

loudly in the kitchen to show that he was in (he knew he could

be heard at the entrance) until the knocking was repeated.  He

coughed and said, ‘Coming.’


When he opened the door he was surprised and disappointed

to see the African woman standing there.


‘Yes?’ he asked, somewhat annoyed.

She said nothing, just stood there, her eyes downcast.  He 

took in her appearance.  She was extremely unattractive,

seemed all of a heap from her doughy bosom to her thick ankles

hanging over her shoes.


‘Yes?’ he repeated, showing his impatience.


She looked at him for the first time and he noticed a mixture

of shyness and aggression.  He felt like shutting the door on her,

but was incapable of such behaviour.  He braced himself and

became the teacher.  (For God’s sake, boy, open your mouth

when you recite.  Can denotes ability.  May possibility.)


Then she said in a half-whisper, ‘I want food.’  And as an

afterthought’ ‘Please.’
5
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5.12 The teacher, who is the main character in the story, refers to the other characters as “The Student” and “The Woman”.  What does this tell us about him?

5.13 The teacher begins to expect the visits from The Woman.  Explain how he feels about her visits.

5.13.1 What happens the night the woman comes when the Teacher is out?


5.14.2
How does the teacher react when The student tells him what happened?

5.14 Why does the teacher react this way?


(3)

(3)

(2)

(2)

(2)

[40]

OR


QUESTION 6

STORIES SOUTH AFRICAN edited – A. LENNOX 

Read through the extracts below and answer the set questions:

The Mining Engineer’s Story – C. Louis Leipoldt




We talked of Johannesburg.


Everywhere in the Union of South Africa, when men

come together and the conversation ranges from the 

weather to sport and from sport to other subjects, some-

where in the gamut Johannesburg crops up.  For it is

the inevitable background against which all other in-

terests are silhouetted, that big, complacent, uncomfort-

able, endlessly aching, everlastingly turbulent mining

centre that strives, hitherto unsuccessfully, to be a city

and is as yet only a settlement.


There is romance in its history.  The romance of fail-

ure and achievement, of prodigious wealth suddenly

gained by chance or patiently waited and worked for,

of industry and political intrigue precariously balanced

against one another for a quarter of a century; of great

names and lurid personalities jostling lesser lights in the 

struggle for existence; of great undertakings grandly

conceived and grandly carried out, and of some ideals

tragically shattered.  Much of it is known, being part of

the story that is familiar, more or less, to every citizen

on the Rand.  Some of it has never been written, and

probably will never be chronicled, being bound up with

that secret history of South Africa of which most of us

are afraid to write.


The Mining Engineer touched one aspect.


‘Did I ever tell  you fellows of Malherbe’s deal?’ he

asked, filing his corroded pipe with Magaliesberg out

of a green bag.  We assured him that he had not.


‘It’s a remarkable yarn,’ he went on, settling himself

comfortably against the trunk of the fig tree.  “Malherbe

was the President’s treasurer in the old days, and he

was always looking for ways and means to replenish

the treasure chest.  The Transvaal was very hard up,
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as you know, and direct taxation was anathema.  But 

there was Government land, and some were willing to

buy.  A farmer who coveted some land adjoining his

farm was willing to pay for it, but at his own figure,

which was exactly twenty pounds.  Malherbe refused to

sell at that price. 
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6.1 Who tells the story?

6.2 Find a synonym (word meaning the same) from the passage for each of the following:

6.2.1 spectrum (paragraph 2)

6.2.2
unconcerned  (paragraph 2)
(2)

(2)

(2)

6.3 Why does Malherbe need twenty pounds?

6.4 What do we learn about the character of each of the following:

6.4.1 The treasurer

6.4.2 Prinsloo

6.5 From your knowledge of the story as a whole, give evidence to show that Prinsloo is a very lucky man.
 (2)

(4)

(4)

(4)

AND


La Miseria – Uys Krige


‘Strange and mysterious,’ Gilberto said at length.

‘Makes me think of the mountains of the moon… And these dumps are just as sterile,’ he added, pointing to the dreary little houses beside the track or at the very

foot of the dumps – all alike, each with its sallow

red roof, its little yard and corrugated iron fence – 

that during the last few minutes had become more and

more characteristic of our surroundings. 

‘So much wealth,’ he continued as if speaking to him-

self, ‘and so much poverty …’ And then, bending

forward;



‘One hears too much these days about the Old World

being finished and done with … One of the privileges

of the peoples of Europe with their ancient culture is,

I think a certain wisdom which the individuals living

to-day did not achieve for themselves, but which through

the ages has gradually become part of the people and

can never be taken from them.  Why?  Because their

culture is so old and deeply rooted in their own soil. It

is a wisdom, too, shared by even the illiterates, which

in some respects is given only to them and not to the

city dweller or highly educated person, just because 

they live more naturally and simply, nearer to the 

earth.’


I couldn’t quite see what Gilberto was aiming at.


‘A dogmatic reformer would perhaps say it’s an un-

forgivable sin to see beauty in poverty … But there

I wouldn’t agree with him …’  He paused as if reflect-

ing.  ‘Or perhaps one sees beauty in poverty because


the poor, in general, are good and they have colour,

life, vitality.’  My friend lit our cigarettes and continued:


‘The simple peasants, many of whom can’t read or

write, in my part of Portugal say that la miseria, 

poverty, is immortal.  Do you know why?’


6.6 What have Krige and Gilberto been speaking about?

6.7 What do we learn about Spain and the main Spanish problem as discussed by Gilberto in the story?

6.8 Explain how, according to Gilberto, there is both wisdom and beauty to be found in poverty.
(2)

(3)

(4)

6.9 Gilberto’s story explains why poverty is immortal – it is a legend the peasants tell.

6.9.1 Who is the woman that becomes immortal?

6.9.2 How did she cheat Death?

6.9.3 What reality does this legend explain?

6.10 How is this legend also true in the South African context as seen by Krige?

6.11 Use ONE  word to describe Miseria.


(2)

(2)
(2)

(3)

(2)
[40]

SECTION E

COMPREHENSION

QUESTION 7

Read the passage and answer the questions which follow.


CLIMBING TABLE MOUNTAIN

1. Early one morning we set off, a party of three, to climb Table Mountain.  We took 

the bus to the Kloof Nek terminus where we got off without incident.

2. We felt elated as we sauntered along the footpath that winds around the lower slopes of Table Mountain.  Stately pines towered above us, their delightful fragrance filtering our nostrils, their nearness affording a subtle sense of comfort.  I felt that a tree trunk 

would be something substantial to hold on to, higher up the trail, should a sudden

eventuality arise.  But after a while I noticed that the pines gave out altogether.  I 

looked up.  For the rest of the way there seemed only rocks and “kranse”.

3.
I could sense that the other two members of our little party shared this feeling of

uneasiness at the thought of our having now climbed above the pine belt.  Nothing daunted, we kept going, refusing to let on to each other what we really thought.  We

only said that we were glad that there were no more pines to obscure the magnificent

prospect that met our gaze.  Below us lay Camps Bay – its oblong area reduced to the 

size of a magazine.

4.
After a while we reached a signpost pointing silently and precipitously upwards.  It

read: “Blinkwater Ravine – Blinkwaterkloof”.  In neither official language did that 

ominous piece of direction sound particularly heartening. But that, clearly, was the way

we had to go.  Very reluctantly we left our well-trodden little foot path and scrambled

valiantly over rocks and shrubbery, onwards and upwards, following the way the

signpost pointed.  At the same time, we were conscious of a postage stamp.
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5.
It was getting  on towards midday, and we were very pleased with the progress we had

made.  In front of us stretched a scene so beautiful that it was impossible to describe.

We could see clear out beyond Hout Bay to that lonely spot where the Atlantic and

Indian Oceans meet.

6.
After we had rested on the dizzy ledge for a while, we embarked by common accord,

and without any one of us having to make the suggestion, on the descent of Table

Mountain.  Getting down was comparatively easy.  We adhered to the policy of 

resting  at intervals and on at least three occasions we had the satisfaction of being

able to call out useful instructions to parties of climbers who passed us on their

way up.
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7.
During one of our rests, I explained to two aspirant mountaineers that we had set 

out early that morning and would probably attempt the climb again soon, as the view

made the effort worthwhile.  I assured them that I had not enjoyed any outing as much

as that one since I had started climbing five years before.  I asked whether either one

of them had ever climbed before and they replied in the affirmative.

8.
We were in high spirits when we neared the foot of the mountain, and did not admit

- certainly not to each other – that we had turned back long before reaching our

objective.  Quite a number of people passed us that afternoon, all of them on their

way up, along Blinkwater Gorge, to the top of Table Mountain.  One of them was a

woman pushing a pram.
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(Adapted from CLIMBING TABLE MOUNTAIN. By Herman Charles Bosman)


· Answer the following questions.  Do not repeat the words of the question, unless it is unavoidable.  Unless you are asked to quote, quoted answers will not qualify for full marks, as your ability to express yourself in English is also being tested.

7.1 Quote TWO verbs one from paragraph 2 and one from paragraph 4 which indicate that, whereas the men find the way easy-going at first, it becomes increasingly difficult.

7.2 Provide TWO reasons why the men enjoy seeing the pine trees along the lower slopes (use your OWN words).

7.3 Why do they refuse “to let on to each other what we really thought”?   (paragraph 3)

7.4 The author refers to Camps Bay directly and indirectly on TWO occasions (paragraphs 3 and 4).  What is his purpose in doing so?

7.5 Quote ONE word (from paragraph 4) which proves that the path they are following has often been used in the past.

7.6 When the men see the signpost which reads “Blinkwater Ravine”, they are 

A. eager to continue.

B. somewhat discouraged from continuing.

C. not sure of the route to follow.

D. attracted by the name on the signpost.

(Write down only  the correct answer from the four alternatives above.)
(4)

(4)

(2)

(4)

(1)

(2)

7.7 Write down the numbers of the THREE  alternatives (above) which you consider WRONG and next to each, quote only ONE WORD from paragraph 4 which proves that each one is wrong.  Choose each word from the list supplied below (all words appear in paragraph 4):

PRECIPITOUSLY
OFFICIAL
OMINOUS
HEARTENING

CLEARLY
VALIANTLY
EARNEST
DIRECTION

RELUCTANTLY

7.8 Why is the ledge described as “dizzy”? (paragraph 6)

7.9 Explain what the author means by: “Getting down was comparatively easy” (paragraph 6).

7.10 Explain clearly why the following are amusing:

7.10.1
They called out useful instructions to climbers who passed them on their way up.
(6)

(3)

(2)

(2)

7.10.2 One of the climbers to pass them was a woman pushing a pram (paragraph 8).

7.11
Quote a phrase of THREE consecutive words from paragraph 6 which indicates that the climbers agreed unanimously to turn back.

7.12
Explain in your own words: “in high spirits” (paragraph 8).

7.13 For each of the words given below, choose the word closest in meaning to it, as used in the passage, from the alternatives directly opposite each one:

7.13.1 substantial (paragraph 2): solid/large/safe/comforting

7.13.2 eventuality (paragraph 2):  a pleasant event/an unpleasant event/an interesting event/a memorable event

7.13.3 precipitously (paragraph 4): dangerously/steeply/directly/clearly

7.13.4 adhered to (paragraph 6): deviated from/decided on/continued with

TOTAL FOR SECTION E:

TOTAL:
(2)

(2)

(2)

(4)
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