PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
(JOINT RECRUITMENT CELL)

PRELIMINARY EXAM FOR POST OF JUNIOR CLERK IN LOK SABHA SECRETARIA

26" MAY, 2012
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE & CURRENT AFFAIRS AND GENERAL ENGLISH

INSTRUCTIONS : (i) Write your Roll No. and other details in the appropriate columns of the OMR answer sheet.
(ii) Mark the correct answer by fully darkening/blackening the circle. In case you feel that there is more than one
correct response, mark the response which you consider the best. In any case, choose only one response for each
question. Use blue or black Ball Pen only to mark your response. (iii) The answer once marked in Ball Pen cannot

be changed. (iv) All questions carry equal marks. (v) There will be NO negative marking for the wrong answers.
Time: 50 Minutes Marks: 100

PART - A : General Knowledge and Current Affairs

When did Vasco-da-Gama arrive in India? (A) 1492 (B) 1498 (C) 1489 (D) 1502
2. The slogan ‘do or die’ was given by (A) Mahatma Gandhi (B) Jawahar Lal Nehru

(C) Subhash Chandra Bose (D) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
3 The Indian Space Research Organization is situated in

(A) Thiruvananthapuram (B) Bengaluru (C) Thumba (D) Sriharikota
4. Which of the following is not a Fundamental Right?

(A) Right to Freedom  (B) Right to Equality (C) Right to Property (D) Right to Education
5. Who is the Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission? (A) Dr. Bimal Jalan

(B) Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia (C) Dr. C. Rangarajan (D) Dr. Manmohan Singh
6. Which day is celebrated as Human Rights Day?

(A) October 24 (B) December 10 (C) September 24 (D) January 30
1. Indian National Congress was founded in (A) 1883 (B) 1886 (C) 1905 (D) 1885
8. Meenakshi Temple is located at (A) Madurai (B) Thiruvananthapuram (C) Tirupati (D) Rameshwaram
9. How many members can the President nominate to the Rajya Sabha? (A)8 (B)12 (C)10 (D)5
10.  The famous INA trial was held at (A) Calcutta (B) Bombay (C)Dhaka (D) Delhi
11.  Who was the founder of Mughal Empire? (A) Akbar (B) Babar (C) Humayun (D) Shershah
12.  Which one is not a major port on the West Coast? (A) Cochin (B) Haldia (C) New Mangalore (D) Mumbai
13.  How many types of emergencies have been envisaged in the Indian Constitution?

(A) Only one (B) two (C) three (D) four
14.  How many teams are participating in IPL-5 (A) Seven (B) Eight (C)Nine (D) Ten
15.  Who is the author of ‘A Suitable Boy’?

(A) Vikram Seth (B) Arundhati Roy  (C) Nirad C, Choudhary (D) V.S. Naipaul
16.  Vidya Balan won National Prize for her role in which film

(A) Kahani (B) The Dirty Picture (C) Parineeta (D) Unkahee
17.  Indigo is used in the

(A) Perfumery Industry (B) Pharmaceutical Industry (C) Dyeing Industry (D) Food Industry
18.  Who was the founder of Mauryan empire?

(A) Ashok (B) Chanakya (C) Harshavardhan (D) Chandragupta
19.  When did Gandhiji return to India from South Africa?  (A) 1915 (B) 1916 (C) 1918 (D) 1917
20.  Which country is known as the sugar bowl of the world? (A) India (B) Cuba (C) USA (D) Brazil
21.  Which State of India does not have a Legislative Council?
* (A) Bihar (BYUP (C) Madhva Pradesh (D) Maharashtra
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Who is the head of the Commonwealth?
(A) British Prime Minister (B) Indian Prime Minister (C) British Monarch
Who was the first Indian Nobel Laureate ?

(A) C.V. Raman (B) Rabindranath Tagore (C) Hargobind Khorana (D) Mother Teresa

Which Supreme Court Judge has recently been elected to International Court of Justice?
(A) Justice J.8. Verma  (B) Justice Nagendra Singh (C) Justice S.H. Kapadia (D) Justice Dalveer Bhandari

Who presides over the Joint Session of Parliament? (A) Speaker of Lok Sabha
(B) Vice-President (C) President of India (D) Secretary-General, Lok Sabha
Which disease is caused by Viral infection? (A) Typhoid (B) Cholera (C) Common Cold (D) Tetanus
A person with which one of the following blood groups is considered a universal donor?

(D)

(A) A (B) AB (C)B (D)O

The most abundant gas in the atmosphere is

(A) Carbon dioxide (B) Helium (C) Nitrogen (D) Oxygen
In which language was the Shrimad Bhagavad Gita originally written?

(A) Sanskrit (B) Apabharamsa (C) Prakrit (D) Pali

Who was the author of Gita Gobind ? (A) Vidyapati (B) Surdas (C) JayaDeva (D) Mirabai
Sarnath is located in which State?  (A) Bihar (B) Uttar Pradesh (C) Uttarakhand (D) Madhya Pradesh
Who did not participate in the revolt of 18577 (A) Rani Lakshmibai  (B) Bhagat Singh

(C) Tantya Tope (D) Nana Saheb

Who was responsible for the partition of Bengal in 1905 ?

(A) Lord Curzon (B) Lord Lytton (C) Lord Minto (D) Lord Irwin
Through which Indian State the tropic of Cancer passes

(A) Jammu and Kashmir (B) Himachal Pradesh (C) Bihar (D) Jharkhand
Corbett National Park is located in

(A) Bihar (B) Madhya Pradesh (C) Uttarakhand (D) Uttar Pradesh

How many schedules are there in the Indian Constitution? (A)8 (B)9 (C)10 (D)12
Which game Saina Nehwal is associated with?

(A) Chess (B) Tennis (C) Badminton (D) Table Tennis

The Vice-President can officiate as President for a maximum period of

(A) Six months (B) Three months (C) Four months (D) One year
Fa-hien visited India during the reign of  (A) Ashoka (B) Harshavardhan

(C) Chandragupta Yikramaditya (D) Samudragupta

In which year the Congress Party adopted the goal of complete independence?

(A) 1922 (B) 1929 (C) 1931 (D) 1939

Who was the first communist Chief Minister in India?

(A) A.K. Gopalan (B) Jyoti Basu (C) Manik Sarkar (D) E.M.S. Namboodiripad
Who coined the slogan ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan'?  (A) B.G. Tilak (B) Lal Bahadur Shastri
(C) Subhash Chandra Bose (D) Charan Singh

Who won Dada Saheb Phalke award recently?

(A) Mrinal Sen (B) Satyajit Ray (C) Soumitra Chaterjee (D) Uttam Kumar

Night blindness is caused by the deficiency of which vitamin?

(A) Vitamin - A (B) Vitamin - B (C) Vitamin - C (D) Vitamin - K

English Education was introduced in India by (A) Curzon (B) Nehru  (C) Macaulay (D) Dalhousie
How many PIN zones has India been divided into? (A)5 (B) 6 (C)7 (D)8

Which one of the following was elected President of India unopposed? (A) Dr. Rajendra Prasad
. (B) Dr. S. Radhakrishnan (C) Dr. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy (D) K.R. Narayanan
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PART - B : GENERAL ENGLISH

Select the word that is closest in meaning to the given word.

Poignant:  (A) significant (B) confusing (C) agonizing (D) meaningful
Conspicuous: (A) prominent (B) tentative (C) imaginative (D) negligent

Abominable: (A) adverse (B) repugnant (C) uncontrollable (D) digestible

Capricious: (A) fanatical  (B) dependable (C) whimsical ( ) arrogant

Subjugate: (A) enslave  (B) subvert (C) explain (D) defend

Nuance: (A) error (B) confusion (C) brilliance (D) hint

Select the word that is opposite in meaning to the given word.

Emaciated: (A) free (B) fat (C) dark (D) dull

Pernicious: (A) evil (B) pretentious (C) humble (D) beneficial

Unabated:  (A) futile (B) relentless (C) unstoppable (D) intermittent

Obtuse: (A) bright (B) thin (C) straight (D) Opaque

Facetious: (A) playful  (B) intelligent (C) simple (D) serious

Repudiate:  (A) admit (B) differ (C) tackle (D) scorn

Choose the words that means the same as the given word or phrase.

A task master : (A) one who loses temper easily  (B) one who likes to do a lot of work (C) one who enforces work
(D) one who is difficult to please

Epicurean:  (A) devoted to sensual pleasures (B) of enormous size (C) one who takes calculated steps

(D) able to cure all maladies

Cohort: (A) a useful instrument (B) a shady transaction (C) an encouraging episode (D) a group of people
Exponent: (A) one that is replaced (B) one that speaks for (C) one that is extinct (D) one that disproves
A touch-and-go situation: (A) an informal situation (B) an embarrassing situation (C) a hasty situation (D) a risky situation
Misanthrope: (A) one who hates human beings (B) a pessimist (C) one who is a misfit (D) a kind of ape
Proselytize: (A) make somebody obey (B) criticize unscathingly (C) convert to another religion (D) cheat

Each of the following sentences has been divided into four parts. Identify the part that has an error.

(A) My sister’s eldest daughter (B) walked into a store

(C) as she wanted to buy (D) a pair of new shoes

(A) All of a sudden (B) the realization dawned on him

(C) that it was the same day three years ago (D) since he had lost his dearest friend
(A) The jury has unanimously (B) arrived at their verdict

(C) and the accused was (D) pronounced guilty

(A) After a prolonged discussion (B) the members of the committee decided
(C) to invite an imminent writer (D) to address the gathering on the annual day
(A) If we insist on finding (B) a proper solution to all our problems
(C) we should definitely keep in mind that (D) we have to discuss about all the issues
(A) The presence of innumerable (B) discreet entities that are
(D

) makes our task impossible
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V. Choose the phrase that is closest in meaning to the idioms given below:

77.  Have afield day: (A) have to run around (B) gain experience (C) have an enjoyable time (D) be
78.  Know the ropes: (A) to know the details (B) to know the loop-holes (C) to know the limits (D) to kno
nothing
79.  Rule of thumb: (A) an inviolable rule (B) an oppressive and arbitrary rule
(C) an accommodative approach (D) a rough and practical approach
80. Beontheanvil: (A)in a state of preparation (B) be waiting (C) in a state of disuse (D) be alert

81.  Pick up the tab: (A) do odd jobs (B) find fault with (C) pay the bill (D) get scolded
82.  Have (several) irons in the fire: (A) have many opportunities simultaneously (B) have many
secret weapons at hand (C) have serious apprehensions about something (D) have a lot of money

VI Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition.

83. The highest honour of the country was conferred___him.  (A) to (B) upon (C)for (D) by

84. The employees persist___asking formore pay.  (A)in (B) with (C)for (D)on

85. His shyness hinders him ___talking to people. ~ (A) on (B) by (C) towards (D) from
86. The new recruits are expected to abide____all the rules of the company. (A) by (B)with (C)on (D)in
87. Letustrytorope_some young and enthusiastic people. (A) up (B) in (C)off (D)on
88. For the sake of peace, you should tone___your criticism a bit. (A)at (B)to (C)back (D)down

VIl.  Fill in the blanks with the correct alternative from the ones given.

89. You should go to a place witha____climate to improve your health. (A) clinical (B) humungous (C) salubrious (D) illustrious
90. The new secretary was tryingto ___the cynical members. (A) reach out to (B) touch upon (C) make out to (D) impinge upon
91. Even after we switched on the fan, there was no ___from the heat. (A) rapport (B) preponderance (C) magnitude (D) respite
92. We were appalled by the ___life that he was leading.  (A) pejorative (B) decadent (C) vicarious (D) endemic
93. The officer used to treat his subordinates with utter ___. (A) temerity (B) sancfity (C) deference (D) disdain
94, Shewas __ by the highly conventional society after she -she underwent a divorce.

(A) stigmatized (B) synthesized (C) valourized (D)sanitized

V. Each of the following sentences contains an underlined part. Choose the best alternative to
substitute the uanrlined part without changing the meaning of the original sentence.

95. |am afraid my uncle has become senile. (A) decrepit (B)desolate (C)desperate (D) dejected
96. The kind of strenuous work you are doing will have an effect on your health.

(A) revert to (B) tone down (C) boost up (D) tell on
97. She left the office surreptitiously.  (A) hesitantly (B)secretly (C)cleverly (D) gladly
98. The doctor reproached him for gaining weight. (A) questioned (B) advised (C) scolded (D) congratulated
99. It was an impromptu plan..  (A) impervious  (B) obsequious (C) unpremeditated (D) egregious
100. His long absence had done nothing to efface people’s memory. (A) affect (B) erase (C) abolish (D) eliminate
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