" PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
* (JOINT RECRUITMENT CELL)

EXAMINATION FOR THE POSTS OF PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER GRADE I1 I\
LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT AND JUNIOR PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER IN
- * RAJYA SABHA SECRETARIAT

9t February, 2008 |
PAPER-I: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE & CURRENT AFFAIRS AND GENERAL ENGLISH

INSTRUCTIONS : (i) Write your Roll No(s) at the appropriate column(s) on the answer sheet (i) Put
X’ mark only in the correct Box like this {X}. No marks will be given for responses outside the Box. Use
blue or black pen only to mark your response. (iii) In case you want to change your response to any
question, fully blacken the first response like this M and {X} mark in the correct Box.

Time : 50 Minutes . Gaar i o _ 5 Marks : 100
PART - A : General Knowledge and Current Affairs
1. Which mountain pass forms the main gateway to the Kashmir Valley from the plains of North
India? (A) Banihal (B) JeleplLa (C) Nathu La (D) Khyber
2.  Which coast is situated between Goa and Kanyakumari?
(A) Konkan =~ (B) Coromandel = (C) Karnataka (D) Malabar
3. Which state of the Indian Union was formerly known as the North East Frontier Agency (NEFA)?
- (A) Nagland (B) Arunachal Pradesh (C) Tripura (D) Assam
4, The ruins of the Vijayanagar empire are located on which river? k
(A) Cauvery (B) Godavari - (C) Tungabhadra (D) Mahanadi
5. - Which super continent was India a part of millions of years ago? |
(A) Marathwada (B) Gondwana (C) Eurasia | (D) Asia
6. On which river is the Sardar Sarovar Dam Located? _ -
(A) Damodar (B) Godavari (C) Cauvery : (D) Narmada
7. On which plain in Northern India have three decisive battles been fought in the years 1526, 1556
and 1761? (A) Amritsar  (B) Plassey ~ (C) Panipat - (D) Buxar
8. Which sanctuary in India is home to the Asiatic Lion? (A) Periyar National Park
' (B) Gir Forest National Park -~ (C) Corbett National Park (D) Ranthambore National Park
Q. Who founded the city of Amritsar? - ' '
(A) Guru Amar Das = (B) Guru Hargobind (C) Guru Ramdas (D) Guru Arjun Dev
10. Whose council of administrators and advisors was called Ashta Pradhan?
(A) Shivaiji . (B) Akbar = - (C) Aurangzeb (D) Ranjit Singh
11. In which present day country did the agreement ending the Indo-Pak war of 1965 take place?
(A) Russia e (B) Uzbekistan (C) Kazakhstan (D) Turkmenistan
2. During which dynasty were the temples of Mahabalipuram founded? |
(A) Gupta | (B) Pallava (C) Chola (D) Chalukya
13. What was Lala Lajpat Rai demonstrating against when he succumbed to police brutality?
(A) Rowlatt Act (B) Morley-Minto Reforms (C) Pitt's India Act (D) Simon Commission

14. Who deciphered the inscriptions on the Ashoka pillars? |
(A) Alexander Cunningham - (B) Redcliffe Brown - (C) Joseph Priestley (D) James Prinsep

15. Who founded the servants of India Society? (A) Bal Gangadhar Tilak (B) Lala Hardayal
(C) Gopal Krishna Gokhale (D) Mahatma Gandhi _ e Re it
16. Which is the Indus valley site where a dockyard has been discovered? |
(A) Lothal - k8) Kalibangan = (C) Mohenjodaro (D) Dholavira
1. Who wrote the historical ch ronicle “Rajatarangini”’? | ' |
(A) Kalhana - (B)Kalidasa . (C) Chanakya (D) Ramanuja
18. Which Indian dance form in literal transiation means “dance of the enchantress”?
(A) Kathak ~ (B)Mohiniattam (C) Kuchipudi (D) Bharatanatyam
19.  With whom are the “Jataka” stories associated? |

(A) Sri Ramakrishna (B) Gautama Buddha (C) Guru Nanak (D) Swami Vivekananda
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What is “Pichhwai”? o8 e et .
(A) A Tax (B) A decorative painting on cloth (C) Afestival (D) A Buddhist manuscipt

What is “batik”? = {A) A method of dyeing ~ (B) A miniature painting

(C) A form of sculpture (D) A type of weave in textile Sl

With which film was playback singing introduced in Indian cinema? | i |

(A) Achhut Kanya.  (B) Dhoop Chhaon (C) Alam Ara 3 (D) Puran Bhakta

Which author’s book influenced Mahatma Gandhi to set up a farm at Phoenix, near Durban?
(A) Leo Tolstoy - (B) George Bernard Shaw (C) John Ruskin (D) Edwin Arnold
Which Indian author won the Booker Prize in the year 19977 -

(A) Amitav Ghosh (B) Arundhati Roy (C) Upamanyu Chatteriee = (D) Shashi Tharoor
When did the first elected Parliament of India come into being? -

(A) November, 1949  (B) November. 1950 (C) January, 1952 (D) April, 1952

To which part of India does the “Jarawa” tribe belong? L

(A) Assam ~ (B) Meghalaya - (C)-Andaman & Nicobar Islands (D) Chhattisgarh
Which Indian social activist is renowned for his work among leprosy patients?

(A) Vinoba Bhave (B) Baba Amte (C) Dhondo Keshav Karve (D) Ram Manohar Lohia
Who founded Shantiniketan? (A) M.N. Roy (B) Raja Rammohan Roy
(C) Rabindranath Tagore (D) Debendranath Tagore

Where did the internet have its origin? . | |

(A) ARQ e .. (B)NASA (C) ARPANET oy (D) SAGE
in which of the following conditions does the body lack pigmentation? -

(A) Anemia e By Canger (C) Leukoderma (D) Albinism
Which instrument is used for photographing the sun? e o
(A)Galvanometer - (B) Potentiometer (C) Spectrophotometer (D) Spectroheliograph
Which is the largest living bird? =~ | :

(A) Albatross - (B)Hummingbird  ~ (C) Ostrich (D) Emu

Which is the hardest form of pure carbon? = = - N .

(A) Garnet S (B) Diamond ~  (C) Emerald | (D) Topaz

What is the scientific name of “laughing gas”? 5 ..

(A) Nitrous oxide =~ - (B) Sulphur Dioxide (C) Chloroform (D) Ether

Which of the following vitamins is water soluble? -

(A) Vitamin A .~ (B) Vitamin E -~ (C) Vitamin C (D) Vitamin D

Who is the only Indian bowler to have taken a wicket with the first ball he bowied in test cricket?
(A) Kapil Dev ~ (B) Nilesh Kulkarni = (C) Subash Gupte (D) Bhagwat Chandrasekhar
The term ‘cue” is associated with which game?

(A) Hockey (B) Football (C) Billiards (D) Cricket

When were the modern Olympic Games first held?

(A) 1876 - (B) 1887 et T G) 895 (D) 1896

When was the Value Added Tax (VAT) system introduced in India? |

(A) 1% April, 2004 (B) 1% April, 2005 (C) 1% April, 2006 (D) 1* April, 2007
When did the suicide attack take place on the Indian Parliament?  (A) 11" September, 2001
(B) 9" September, 2001 (C) 13" December, 2001 (D) 27" February, 2002
How are R.K. Narayan (author) and R.K. Laxman (cartoonist) related? @ gl

(A) Brothers - (B) Father & son -~ (C) Brothers-in-law (D) no relation of each other
Which is the latest Indian monument to be added as the World Heritage site?

(A) Taj Mahal (B) Qutab Minar  (C) Humanyun Tomb (D) Red Fort

Who won the men’s title in Wimbledon Tennis Championship in 20077 .

(A) Roger Federer ~ (B) Rafael Nadal - (C) Pete Sampras - (D) Ivan Lendl

Which Indian journalist was awarded the Magsaysay Award in 20077

(A) Barkha Dutt (B) Vir Sanghvi (C) P. Sainath (D) Vinod Mehta

Who was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 20077 |

(A) Doris Lessing (B) Orhan Pamuk . (C) V.S. Naipaul (D) Harold Pinter
Which is not a member of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN)?

(A) Brunei (B) Indonesia - (C) Malaysia (D) India

“Hilsa” is the national fish of which country? S

(A) India (B) Bangladesh = = (C) Myanmar (D) Sri Lanka

Whose birthday is celebrated in India as the National Sports Day? x

(A) Dhyan Chand (B) Lala Amarnath (C) Ramanathan Krishnan (D) Milkha Singh
Which is the largest lake in the world? % -

(A) Lake Superior (B) Lake Victoria (C) Caspian Sea (D) Baikal Lake

The weight of 46% of the Earth’s crust is made up of which element?
(A) Hydrogen - (B) Oxygen _ - (C) Sodium S i DHTON
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PART - B : GENERAL ENGLISH
Fill in the blanks with the a_pb'rnpriat_e preposi'tion.

He has been sufferihg from fever ten days.

(A) from . (Bysince -~ -~ = ' (C)for | (D) of
He died _cholera. - o b . 2

(A) with - (B) from (C) of (D) for
She wrote a letter _black ink.

(A) in (B) with (C) from (D) of
He is very kind ___the poor. | - =
(A) with (B) for (C) at (D) to
Seeing the police, the thief jumped the well. e
(A)in (B) inside (C) inte | (D) onto

Choose the most appropriate one w::rd' substitution.

One who is well versed in judging' any arts.

(A) Circumlocution  (B) Credulous (C) Connoisseur (D) Congenital
One who can use either of his hands with ease. - |
(A) Amateur (B) Ambidextrous  (C) Connoisseur (D) Aquatic
Full of turns, twists and bends. = ' e e

(A) Intricate (B) Tortuous (C) Circumiocution (D) Stoic

A person who is hard to please. | | | gl '
(A) arrogant (B) absurd (C) Fatalist (D) Fastidious
Incapable of being tired or exhausted. % = 9k 2RI ki

(A) indispensable ~ (B) impervious (C) indefatigable (D) immutable

Choose the option which best expresses the meaning' of given-idicﬁmlphrase.

To smell a rat (A) to detect bad odour (B) to see something strange

(C) to suspect a trick orgeceit - :i: (D) to hear rumors -

Wild goose chase @ el

(A) a hopeless enterprise (B) chasing geese  (C) totally unexpected (D) once in a while
Out of the blue ' i RO _ |

(A) falling from the sky - {(B) ahappy ending (C) totally unexpected (D) once in a while
On the rocks _ e ety | |

(A) without dignity  (B) without Knowiedge  (C) without experience (D) without money
Throw cold water upon (A) treat a burnt person with water (B) insult a person
(C) cool a person’s temper (D) Discourage some plan or effort

Choose the word or phrase which is most hear In meaning to the given word.

Emigrate (A) to enter in a foreign country to settle there (B) to leave a country to
settle in another (C) to have a holiday abroad | (D) to settle in tents or huts
Impeccable (A) authoritative (B) blameless (C) submissive - (D) obstruction
Penitentiary (A) state prison (B) boarding school (C) hospital (D) court
Amorphous (A) round - -~ (B) square Y ovalh " i (D) shapeless
Refractory (A) disobedient (B) careless (C) ungrateful - (D) unmindful
Expiate (A) to carry out quickly = | (B) to make amends for

(C) to send or give forth. (D) to talk freely and at length - T

Surreptitious (A) shrewd (B) secret _ (C) subtle (D) scheming
Valediction (A) conclusion (B) introduction (C) farewell (D) curse
Arrogance (A) jealousy (B) envy ~ (C)conceit (D) greed

Disseminate (A) scatter (B} conduct ' (C_) dis’ringuish(D) deduct
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Choose the word most nearly opposite in meaning to the given word.

Penitent (A)sorry - (B)angry = (C) jealous - (D) unrepentant
Sodden  (A)damp (B) dry (C) dusty (D) decayed
Eradicate (A) exterminate  (B) re-establish (C) destroy (D) demailish
Sparse (A) plentiful (B) dense (C) abundant - (D) numerous
Intrepid (A) fearful (B) fearless  (C) violent (D) audacious
Curtail (A) abbreviate (B) withhold (C) compress (D) prolong

Patriot (A) citizen ~ (B) soldier (C) traitor (D) king

Substitute the underlined letter of the sentence with the most suitable alternative word.

He was diseased with blindness.

(A) injured (B) afflicted (C) infected (D) injured

They did not listen to their parents’ advice and suffered as a result.

(A) heed (B) prepare ~ (C) obeyed (D) watch -

He refused to lend the servant money as the latter had ill-treated his generosity.
(A) discarded (B) disposed (C) devalued (D) abused

The authorities refused to accept any claim for loss of property.

(A) demands (B) damages - (C) liability (D) risk

The level of unemployment has increased in a definite way during the last five years.
(A)marked (B) prominent = (C) pointed (D) emphatic

He made every effort but ceased to finish his paper in time.

(A) filled | (B) failled = (C) felt - (D) refused

His friends frantically signalled to him but he deliberately neglected them.

(A) unheeded (B) overlooked (C) ignored - (D) bypassed
Mature people prefer to act on their own will rather than be told what to do.

(A) achievement (B) mentality (C) initiative (D) trust

Fill in the blanks with the correct fdrm of verb.

After everyone _his seat, the play began. a

(A) has taken (B) weretaken - (C) had taken (D) is taken

He _ __had help not arrived in time. | i

(A) was killed - (B) will have been killed (C) would be killed (D) would have been kilied

If I you were coming, | would have prepared something special.

(A) had known - (B) had been knowing (C) have been knowing (D) was known
As soon as the President arrived the National Anthem P e

(A) is played (B) has been played (C) was played (D) will be played

If it had rained any more, the street flooded. e

(A) would have been (B) will be . | (C) is going to be (D) will have

Which part of the giveﬁ sen.t'.e_nces is grammatically incorrect.

(A) She wept (B) at the thought - (C) of him (D) going away.

(A) These are (B) the errors (C) whom | wish (D) to point out.

(A) | cannot (B) understand you (C) telling such a (D) deliberate lie.

(A) The groupwas (B) quietfora = (C) while but suddenly (D) raised their voice.

(A) None of ~ (B) the boys were  (C) able to (D) answer the question.
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