PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
(JOINT RECRUITMENT CELL)

'EXAMINATION FOR THE POST OF STENOGRAPHER IN RAJYA SABHA SECRETARIAT
27" APRIL, 2008
PAPER-1: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE & CURRENT AFFAIRS AND GENERAL ENGLISH

INSTRUCTIONS : (i} Write your Roll No(s) at the appropriate column(s) on the answer sheet. (i) Put "X’ mark only in the
correct Box like this {X}. No marks will be given for responses outside the Box. Use blue or biack pen only to mark your
response.  (iii) In case you want to change your response to any question, fully blacken the first response like this B and {X}
mark in the correct Box.

Time : 50 Minutes ; Marks : 100

S, ——

PART - A : General Knowledge and Current Affairs

1. Which country in the world is leading in jute production?
(A) Brazil (B) india (C) Thailand (D) Bangladesh
4 For which crop, black volcanic soil and tropical climate is most suitable without excess rainfall?
(A) Bajra (B) Tobacco - (C) Cotton (D) Jute
3. World’s biggest producer of mica is
(A) Zaire (B) India (C) Indonesia (D) China
4. Day and night are the resuit of
(A) Earth’s rotation around its axis (B) Earth’s revolution around the sun
(C) Earth’s rotation and its revolution (D) None of these
A Equinox means
(A) Days are longer than nights (B) Nights are longer than days
(C) Days and nights are equal (D) Shortest day and shortest night in the year
6. People’s daily is a newspaper published from
(A) Pakistan (B) China (C) South Africa (D) Korea
7. KLM airlines beiongs to
(A) Germany (B) Netherlands (C) Japan (D) Kuwait
8. The Magna Carta is
(A) The name of an English King (B) A British naval ship
(C) The name of a Volcano (D) A historical document curbing the powers of the British King
9. With which war is the name of Florence Nightingale associated?
(A) World War | (B) World War |l (C) Crimean War (D) Battle of Waterloo
10. Who wrote the “Communist Manifesto”?
(A) Lenin (B) Stalin (C) Kari Marx (D) None of these
11. The number of permanent members of UN Security Council is
(A) 5 (B) 7 (C) 8 ()15
j o Which of the following is not a member of SAARC?
(A) Pakistan (B) Sri Lanka (C) Afghanistan (D) Maldives
13. Where is the headquarter of Interpol?
(A) Rome (B) Lyons (C) Berlin (D) Paris
14. The Tripitaka is the sacred text of
(A) Shintcism (B) Confucianism (C) Buddhism (D) Taoism
15. The playground of skating is calied a
(A) Ring (B} Rink (C) Court (D) Arena
16. The 2008 Clympic Games will be held in
(A) Beijing (B) New Delhi (C) London (D) Rome
17. Dhyan Chand’s name is associated with which game?
(A) Football (B) Hockey (C) Badminton (D) Tennis
18. Which of the following certifies the circulation figures of newspapers?
(A) PTI (B) IS (C) ABC (D) None of these
19. Which one of the following is not concerned with the UNO?
(A) UNDP (B) USIS (C) FAO (D) ILO
20. 15" January is celebrated as
(A) Army Day (B) Air Force Day (C) Navy Day (D) Armed Forces Flag Day
21. Numismatics is the study of
(A) Coins (B) Numbers (C) Stamps (D) Space
22. Density of milk is measured by
(A) Hydrometer (B) Hygrometer (C) Barometer (D) Lactometer

23.  Light Year is related to
(A) Energy (B) Speed (C) Distance (D) Intensity
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Polio vaccine was developed by

(A) Joseph Lister (B) William Harvey (C) Jonas Salk (D) Edward Jenner
The colours at the extremities of a rainbow (also called terminal colours of a rainbow) are
(A) Violet and red (B) Violet and green (C) Red and green (D) Red and blue
Conversion of a substance directly from solid to vapour state is known as

(A) Vaporisation (B) Subiimation (C) Distillation (D) lonization

During the day time, plants

(A) Take in oxygen and give out carbon dioxide (C) Take in carbon dioxide and give out oxygen

(B) Take in nitrogen and give out oxygen (D) Take in carbon dioxide and give out nitrogen
AIDS is caused by

(A) Bacterium (B) Protozoa (C) Fungus (D) Virus

Duodenum is a part of

(A) Brain (B) Intestines (C) Liver (D) Lungs

The Indian Constitution is regarded as

(A) Federal (B) Unitary (C) Parliamentary (D) Federal in form and unitary in spirit
The ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha is

(A) President (B) Vice-President (C) Speaker (D) Prime Minister
How many members can the President nominate to the Rajya Sabha?

(A) 2 (B) 10 | (C) 12 (D) 8

Which list contains the subjects over which both the Centre and the States have jurisdiction?
(A) Union List (B) State List (C) Concurrent List (D) Reserved List
Which State has the sex ratio of 1058 females per 1000 males?

(A) Maharashtra (B) Kerala (C) Tamil Nadu (D) Karnataka

The classical dance of Andhra Pradesh is

(A) Kathakali (B) Kuchipudi (C) Mohiniattam (D) Bharatanatyam
India’s oldest museum, the Indian Museum, is located in

(A) Delhi (B) Kolkata (C) Hyderabad (D) Mumbai

The Indian State with largest urban population is

(A) Maharashtra (B) Karnataka (C) Andhra Pradesh (D) West Bengal
Three Annual Plans intervened between one of the following set of Five Year Plans:

(A) Second and Third Plan (B) Third and Fourth Plan

(C) Fourth and Fifth Plan (D) Fifth and Sixth Plan

We are presently in the ____ Five Year Plan period

(A) o (B) 10" (g & i (D) 12"

Besides the RBI, the number of nationalised banks in India is

(A) 14 (B) 20 (C) 19 (D) 18

Excise duty is a tax levied on

(A) Import of goods (B) Exportofgoods  (C) Production of goods (D) inter-state transfer of goods
Which sea is referreci to in our National Anthem?

(A) Bay of Bengal (B) Arabian Sea (C) Indian Ocean (D) No sea is mentioned
“You Said it”, the famous cartoon series is associated with

(A) Bal Thackerey (B) Cho Ramaswamy (C) R.K. Laxman (D) Ninan

As per Article79 of the Constitution, the Parliament of India consists of

(A) Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha (B) The President, the Council of States and the House of the
People (C) Lok Sabha (D) The President and Lok Sabha

Barack Obama is a candidate in the next US Presidential election

(A) For Democratic Party (B) For Republican Party (C) As an independent

(D) None of these

Prachanda is the name of :

(A) A latest Indian missile (B) A new tank developed by DRDO

(C) Maoist Supremo in Nepal (D) None of these

The Argumentative Indian is a book written by

(A) Amartya Sen (B) Salman Rushdie  (C) V.S. Naipaul (D) Arundhati Roy
K.G. Balakrishnan is the

(A) Chief Justice of India (B) Attorney General of India

(C) Chief Election Commissioner (D) NHRC Chairman

The Sixth Pay Commission has given a report regarding pay-scales of

(A) Central Government employees (B) Central and State Government employees

(C) State Government employees () Central Government employees and MPs

Shekhar Gupta is the editor-in-chief of
(A) Hindustan Times (B) The Times of India (C) The Hindu (D) The Indian Express
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PART - B : GENERAL ENGLISH

Choose the correct spelling in each of the foliowing.

(A) recommend

(A) marrige
(A) accurate

(A) controversey

(A) humilation
(A) asistance

(A) commendable
(A) Denoument

(B) recomend

(B) marrege

(B) acurate

(B) controverssey
(B) humilliation
(B) assistanse
(B) commendible
(B) denouement

(C) reccomend
(C) marriage
(C) accuratte
(C) controversy
(C) humiliation
(C) assisstanse
(C) comendable
(C) denoement

(D) reccommend
(D) mariage

(D) acurrate

(D) contraversy
(D) hummilliation
(D) assistance
(D) comendablie
(D) denouemente

Each of the following sentences is divided into groups A,B,C,D. Mark the group in which you find a
mistake.

(A) Madhu Dandavate
(A) Tom Brown's Schoo! Days”
(A) | locked the house

(C) a great orator and a politician (D) of his time.
(B} have been made (C) into (D) a movie.
(B) everyday  (C) so that thieves (D) may not enter it.

(B) was

(A) Meenakshi and Sitg (B) wove (C) intricate flowery designs (D) upon the carpet.
(A) He was (B) neither very intelligent (C) or very dull (D) but of average intelligence.
(A) (B) can’t be able to give (C) you the (D) book you need.
(A) Do (B) you know (C) to play (D) the harmonium.

Choose the correct synonyms from the alternatives given below.

Wrath

(A) vioclence (B) anger (C) hatred (D) jealousy
Hilarious ‘
(A) hilly (B) iemarkable (C) gay (D) sad
Reprisal

(A) rebuke (8) attack (C) retaliation (D) change
Infringe

(A) enclose (B) bar (C) irritate (D) encroach
Exempted

(A) forced to (B) excused (C) illustrated (D) tempted
Candour

(A) artlessness (B) unfledgedness (C) jumble (D) obtuseness
Callow

(A) green (B) inveterate (C) bizarre (D) deplorable

Choose the coirect antocnyms from the alternatives given below, in each of the following.

Infemal

(A) fiery (3) open (C) heavenly (D) angelic
indigent

(A) lazy (B) poor (C) careless (D) rich
Prologuse

(A) dialogue (B) epilogue (C) preface (D) introduction
Conceit

(A) metaphor (B) pride (C) vanity (D) modesty
Impenitent

(A) cultural (B) urgent (C) scared (D) repentant
Ostentatiously

(A) loudly (B) gaudily (C) colourfully (D) decently
Priceless

(A) cheap (B) cruel (C) vulgar (D) crude
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V. In the following sentences, fiil in the blanks with the best altemative among four options given below™ g“'
each. ;

80. All attempts to ____ the character of our late leader have faiied, the people still love him and cherish his
memory.
(A) demise (B) castigate (C) denigrate (D) blister
81. During the long car drive, she invented ___ to entertain the children.
(A) anthologies {B) bonhomie (C) conundrums (D) diatribes
82. The writer’'s wom-out clichies made his comic sketch seem _____ .
(A) baleful (B) banal (C) bucaolic (D) bibulous
83. Inhis ____, the old man bored us with long tales of events of his childhood.
(A) decline () demise (C) dotage (D) drift
84. Corrupt politicians who condone the activities of the gamblers are equally k
(A) culpable (B) appailing (C) bedraggied (D) crass
85. The wealthy young man could not understand the life led by the monks.
(A) aesthetic (B) arcane (C) churlish (D) ascetic
86. The meadow was the scene of ____ gaiety.
(A) ancillary (B) pucolic (C) ambient (D) aberrant
VL Select the option that best replaces the undedined portion in the following sentences:
87. Whenever you are in a stew, you should let your reflexes work.
(A) at a high (B) in a difficulty (C) in dire straits (D) going insane
88. One should always keep the powder diy 10 tackle sudden situations.
(A) be ready for any work (B) beina commanding position (C) try to keep up
(D) mend his shoes properly
89. His loaves and fishes are totally inadequate as per his demands.
(A) general requirements (B) rneans of livelihood  (C) material comforts (D) satisfactions
S0. One should never play ducks and drakes because misfortune can sirike anytime.

(A) let one’s heart rule over one's mind (B) think too big (C) try to be oversmart (D) spend lavishly
91. His oily tongue has won him promaotion.

(A) power to speak (B) flattery (C) soft spoken (D) attractive
92. Naresh proved to be a wet blanket in the cinema.,
(A) good companion (B) warm and friendly  (C) 2 Kill joy (D) helpful
93. We were sent on a wild-goose chase.
(A) desperate effort (B) gond effort (C) useless effort (D) baseless effort
VIi. in the following sentences fill in the blanks with the appropriate preposition from the given options.
94. He was suspicious _____his friend’s motives.
(A) for (B) of (C) from (D) about
95. No one can stop a man from doing a thing if he is really willing to keep ____ It
(A) In (B) on (C) for (D) at
96. No doubt he has achieved much, but | can ot give him credit for ail that he boasts .
(A) of (B) for (C) to (D) with
97. An exhibition ___ the new trends in lighting was held in Bangalore recently.
(A) on (B) of (C) into (D) for
98. Satyajit Ray’s films are a class ___ themseives.
(A) In (B) by (C) for (D) among
99, The expenditure most of the necessary items has gone up cluring the last one month.
(A) on (B) for ' (C) incurred (D) in

100. ltis futile to argue with him ____ the decision he has taken.
(A) for (B) against (C) on (D) abouit
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