“Difections: Answer the questions below based on

‘i nformation i the accompatying Passge.

The following passages present two vieu:s of the city.
Passage 1 focuses on the decline of the city park system.
Passage 2 describes the decline of thecityas a work of art.

Passage 1 :
City parks were originally created to provide the
Jocal populace with a convenient refuge from the
crowding and chaos of its surroundings. Until
quite recently, these parks served their purpose
" (5) admirably. Whether city dwellers wanted to sit
under a shady tree to think or take a vigorous
stroll to get some exercise, they looked forward to
visiting these nearby oases. Filled with trees,
shrubs, flowers, meadows, and ponds, city parks
(10) were a tranquil spot in which to unwind from the
daily pressures of urban life. They were places
where people met their friends for picnics or
sporting events. And they were also places to get
some sun and fresh air in the midst of an often
(15) dark and dreary environment, with its seemingly

- endless rows of steel, glass, and concrete buildings. -

For more than a century, the importance of
these parks to the quality of life in cities has been
recognized by urban planners. Yet city parks

(20) around tl}e world have been allowed to deteriorate
~ _ to dn alarming extent in recent decades. In many
cases, they have become centers of crime; some
. city parks are now so dangerous that local resi-
. dents are afraid even to enter them. And the great
(25) natural beauty which was once their hallmark has
been severely damaged. Trees, shrubs, flowers, and
- meadows have withered under the impact of
intense air pollution and littering, and ponds have
been fouled by untreated sewage.

(30)  This process of decline, however, is not
inevitable. A few changes can turn the situation
around. First, special police units, whose only
responsibility would be to patrol city parks,
should be created to ensure that they remain safe

(35) for those who wish to enjoy them. Second, more
carétakers should be hired to care for the grounds
and, in particular, to collect trash. Beyond the -
increased staffing requirements, it will also be nec-
essary to insulate city parks from their surround-

(40) ings. Total isolation is, of course, impossible; but
many beneficial measures in that direction could
be implemented without too much trouble.
Vehicles, for instance, should be banned from city
parks to cut down on air pollution. And sewage -

(45) pipes should be rerouted away from park areas to

: prevent the contamination of land and water. If
urban planners are willing to make these changes,
city parks can be restored to their former glory for
the benefit of all. ;

Passage 2 : .

(50) With the rise of the great metropolis in the
industrial era, city planning in the West passed out
of the hands of the architect and into the hands of
the technocrat:* Unlike the architect who thought
of the city as a work of art to be built up with an

(55) eye toward beauty, the technocrat has always taken

.a purely functional approach to city planning; the
city exists for the sole purpose of serving the
needs of its inhabitants. Its outward appearance
has no intrinsic value. {

(60) ~ Over the span of a few centuries, this new breed

; of urban planner has succeeded in fqrcve.r Fhang-
ing the face of the Western city. A brief visit to any
large metropolis is enough to confirm this grim
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