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State Examinations Commission

LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - ORDINARY LEVEL

THURSDAY, 19 JUNE 2008 - MORNING, 9.30 to 11.30

Total Marks: 320

General Directions for Candidates

CANDIDATES MUST ATTEMPT THE FOLLOWING:

e TWO QUESTIONS FROM UNIT ONE
e TWO QUESTIONS FROM UNIT TWO

e ONE QUESTION FROM UNIT THREE
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UNIT ONE

(80 marks)
YOU SHOULD SPEND APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES COMPLETING THIS UNIT.

YOU MUST ANSWER TWO OF THE FOLLOWING THREE QUESTIONS.
(All questions carry 40 marks each)
SECTION A THE SEARCH FOR MEANING AND VALUES

QUESTION 1. THE SENSE OF THE SACRED

Answer a) and b).

A sense of the sacred, the divine, the holy can help people find meaning in society today.

a) Describe one example of where a sense of the sacred can be seen in the way people live today.

(20 marks)
b) Explain how a sense of the sacred could help a person searching for the meaning of life today.

(20 marks)

QUESTION 2. THE RESPONSE TO THE SEARCH FOR MEANING

Answer a) and b).

a) Describe what each of the following terms mean:
i.  Agnosticism. (10 marks)
ii.  Atheism. (10 marks)
b) Examine the ways in which atheism could influence a person’s search
for the meaning of life. (20 marks)

QUESTION 3. THE CONCEPT OF REVELATION

Answer a) and b).

a) 1. In religious traditions what does the term ‘divine revelation’ mean? (10 marks)
il. Describe one example of divine revelation found in a major world religion you have studied.
(10 marks)
b) Outline one example of how religious practice is influenced by the understanding of divine
revelation found in a major world religion you have studied. (20 marks)
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UNIT TWO

(160 marks)
YOU SHOULD SPEND APPROXIMATELY 60 MINUTES COMPLETING THIS UNIT.

YOU MUST ANSWER TWO OF THE FOLLOWING THREE SECTIONS.
(All sections carry 80 marks each)
SECTION B CHRISTIANITY: ORIGINS AND CONTEMPORARY EXPRESSIONS

Answer a), b) and c).

a) There are many sources of evidence for the existence of Jesus of Nazareth.
Examine the evidence for the existence of Jesus that can be found in the writings of each
of the following:

1. Pliny the Younger. (10 marks)
il. Tacitus. (10 marks)
b) Explain why the writings of one of the following are an important source of evidence for

the existence of Jesus of Nazareth.

® An Evangelist — Matthew or Mark or Luke or John ® Saint Paul ® Josephus
(20 marks)
C) Outline the ways in which the resurrection of Jesus influenced his disciples’ sense of mission.
(40 marks)
SECTION C WORLD RELIGIONS
Answer a), b) and c).
a) Primal religion has many unique features such as -
® Mana ® Shaman ® Tabu ® Totem
Describe what is meant by two of the above in primal religion. (20 marks)
b) i.  Describe what is meant by the term ‘inter-faith’ dialogue. (10 marks)
il. & Buddhism @ Christianity 4 Hinduism 4 Islam 4 Judaism
Outline an example of inter-faith dialogue that involves two of the above major world religions.
(20 marks)
C) & Buddhism 4 Hinduism & Islam
Compare the way in which an important moment in life is celebrated in one of the above major
world religions with the way it is celebrated in either Christianity or Judaism. (30 marks)
SECTION D MORAL DECISION-MAKING
Answer a), b) and c).
a) ® Personal Sin ® Social Sin
Describe what is meant by one of the above forms of moral failure and give an example of what it
involves. (20 marks)
b) Outline the understanding of reconciliation in one Christian denomination you have studied.
(30 marks)
c) Compare the understanding of moral failure in a Christian denomination with the way
it is understood in one non-Christian world religion you have studied. (30 marks)
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UNIT THREE

(80 marks)
YOU SHOULD SPEND APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES COMPLETING THIS UNIT.

YOU MUST ANSWER ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FOUR SECTIONS.
(All sections carry 80 marks each)
SECTION E RELIGION AND GENDER
Answer a) or b) or ¢) or d).
a)  Profile the roles played in Hebrew salvation history by either two men or two women whose story

is told in the Hebrew Scriptures. (80 marks)
or

b)  Profile the roles played by men and women in one early Christian community described in

either The Acts of the Apostles or The Letters of Saint Paul. (80 marks)
or
c) Profile the way in which the portrayal of Mary, the mother of Jesus, in the Gospels influences

the role of men and women in one Christian denomination. (80 marks)
or

d) Profile the way in which either empowerment or freedom for men and women has been promoted

by one Christian denomination. (80 marks)

SECTION F ISSUES OF JUSTICE AND PEACE

Answer a) and b).

a)  World religions teach about justice and peace in different ways -

® The Eightfold Path ~ ® The Four Varnas ® The Judaeo — ® The Zakat
of Buddhism of Hinduism Christian Tradition of Islam
Outline the understanding of justice and peace found in two of the above. (40 marks)
b) 4 Buddhism 4 Christianity 4 Hinduism ¢ [slam 4 Judaism
Describe the way in which the teaching of two of the above world religions encourages care
for the environment. (40 marks)
SECTION H THE BIBLE: LITERATURE AND SACRED TEXT

Answer a) and b).

a) ® The Transfiguration ® The Sermon on the Plain ® The Prologue
(Mark: 9:2-13) (Luke 6:20-49) (John 1:1-18)

Choose one of the texts from the New Testament listed above and describe it using the following
headings:
1. The text’s genre/type. (20 marks)
ii. What the text says about the relationship between God and people. (20 marks)

b)  Outline what was involved in two different stages in the writing of either the Hebrew Scriptures

or the Gospels. (40 marks)
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SECTION I RELIGION: THE IRISH EXPERIENCE

Answer a) and either b) i or ii.
Ireland has many archaeological sites that show evidence of religious beliefs and practices

in pre-Christian times.

a) Outline the ways in which one place in Ireland shows evidence
of religious belief and/or practice in pre-Christian times.

(40 marks)

b) i.  Examine how either one Irish myth or one Irish saga shows

evidence of religious belief and/or practice in pre-Christian times.
(40 marks)
or
ii. Examine how one religious practice found in Ireland today
can be traced back to pre-Christian times.

(40 marks)

Page 5 of 8



Blank Page




Blank Page




Blank Page





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Stephen Austin Distiller settings file V6)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 822.047]
>> setpagedevice


