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DOCUMENT 2 

 
 

Sarah Golding was poorly and so she stopped her machine. James Birch, the supervisor, 
knocked her to the floor. She got up as well as she could. He knocked her down again. Then 
she was carried to her house where she was later found dead in her bed.  

There was another girl called Mary who knocked her food can to the floor. The master, 
Mr. Newton, kicked her and caused her to fail away till she died. There was another, Caroline 
Thompson, who was beaten till she went out of her mind.  

The supervisors used to cut off the hair of any girl caught talking to a lad. This head-
shaving was a dreadful punishment. We were more afraid of it than any other punishment for 
girls are proud of their hair. 
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DOCUMENT 2a and 2b 
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http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 
 

Name Age Relation Occupation Irish Language Marital 
Status 

John Fennelly  50 Head of Family Farmer No Married  

Mary Fennelly 36 Wife  - No Married  

Alice Fennelly  14  Daughter  Scholar  No  Single 

Eliza Fennelly 13 Daughter Scholar No Single  

Mary Fennelly 12 Daughter  Scholar  No Single   

Timothy Fennelly 9 Son Scholar  No Single  

James Fennelly 3 Son -  No Single  

Bridget Fennelly  1 Daughter  -  No Single  

 

Name Age Relation Occupation Irish Language Marital Status 

Mary Fennelly 49 Head of Family Farmer No Widow 

Eliza Fennelly 23 Daughter - No Single  

Timothy Fennelly 19 Son - No  Single  

James Fennelly 15 Son Scholar  Irish and 
English 

Single  

Bridget Fennelly  11 Daughter  Scholar  Irish and 
English  

Single  
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