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Coimisiún na Scrúduithe Stáit
State Examinations Commission

JUNIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION, 2008

ANCIENT GREEK  —  ORDINARY LEVEL
(400 marks)

THURSDAY, 19 JUNE — AFTERNOON 1.30 to 4.00

1.	 	 	 [50]
	 A.	 Translate into English:	 (40)    [50]

\ 9H  'Afrodi/th, Dio\j kai\ Diw&nhj quga&thr, qeo\j h]n tou= e1rwtoj.  9Hsi/odoj de\ o9 poihth\j le/gei o#ti 
a0p' a0frou= th=j qala/tthj e0ge/neto, kai\ e0pi\ th\n Ku/pron - filta/th de\ h( nh=soj th|= qew|~ - u(po\ tw~n 
kuma/twn h)ne/xqh. e0rw~sa de\ kalou= neani/ou, tou= 'Adw&nidoj, a0poqano/ntoj u9po\ ka/prou e0kei/nou, 
bare/wj e1feren. kai\ mh\n pro\j  3Hran kai\ 'Aqhna=n h1risen h9 'Afrodi/th peri\ tou= ka/llouj: e1krine de\ 
Pa/rij, Pria/mou ui9o/j, o4j to\ mh=lon   0Afrodi/th| e1neimen.

Greek Through Reading

	 B.	 Answer one of the following questions:	 (10)     [50]

	 	 i(i)	 What were the consequences of Paris giving the apple to Aphrodite?

	 	 (ii)	 Briefly tell what you know about either Hera or Athena.

2.	 	 	 [50]
	 A.	 Translate into English:	 (40)     [50]

'Orfeu/j, Kallio/phj kai\ Oi0a&grou ui9o&j, a|!dwn e0kh&lei li/qouj te\ kai\ de/ndra w#ste e3pesqai 
au)tw~|. h( de\ gunh\ au)tou~, Eu)rudi/kh, dhxqei=sa u(p' o!fewj a)pe/qanen: o( d' 'Orfeu\j katelqw_n ei0j 
3A|dou Plou&twna e1peisen a)nape/myai au0th/n, a0ll' e0pi\ tou/tw|, o3ti ou) xrh\ 'Orfe/a, pro_j to_ fw~j 
poreuo&menon, e0pistrafh=nai pri\n a2n ei0j th_n oi0ki/an ge/nhtai. 'Orfeu_j de\ dia_ po/qon th~j gunaiko\j 
e0pestra&fh, h( de\ pa/lin ei0j  3A|dou kathne/xqh.

Greek Through Reading

	 B.	 Answer one of the following questions:	 (10)    [50]

	 	 i(i)	 �Orpheus went down to the Underworld to bring back Eurydice. Tell the story of another 
hero who visited the Underworld.

	 	 (ii)	 Write what you know about Pluto.
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3.	 Translate into English:	 [80]

(The boy who cried wolf.)

pai=j fula/ssei ta\ mh~la e0n tw|~ a0grw|~. bouleu/ei pai/zein kai\ tre/xei pro\j th\n kw&mhn kai\ boa~|, “w} 
kwmh~tai, e0lqe/te taxe/wj, me/gaj lu/koj diw&kei ta\ mh~la.”

oi9 ou]n kwmh=tai tre/xousi pro\j to\n a0gro/n, a0ll’ ou0x eu9ri/skousi lu/kon. le/gousi, “pou~ e0stin o9 
lu/koj;”  o9 pai=j le/gei, “ou)k e1sti lu/koj, pai/zw.”

th~| d’ u9sterai/a|, o9 pai=j boa|~ au]qij, a0ll’ au]qij ou)k e1sti lu/koj. 
th|= de\ tri/th| h9me/ra| lu/koj a0lhqw~j e1rxetai kai\ o9 pai=j tre/xei w(j ta/xista kai\ boa~|, “o9 lu/koj 

diw&kei ta\ mh=la: e0lqe/te taxe/wj.”  a0lla\ ou0dei\j e1rxetai.

mh=la: flocks.     bouleu/w: I decide.     pai/zw: I play a trick.     kw&mh: village.     kwmh/thj: villager.
au]qij: again, once more.     a)lhqw~j: really.

4.	 Read the following passage and then answer any six of the questions which follow:	 [80]

(Minos compels the Athenians to send young people to Crete. Theseus feels sorry for them.)

o9 Mi/nwj oi0kei= e0n th|~ Krh/th|: basileu\j d’ e0sti\ th~j nh/sou. kai\ e0n th|~ tou~ Mi/nwoj oi0ki/a| e0sti\n 
o9 labu/rinqoj: e0kei= d’ oi0kei= o9 Minw&tauroj, qhri/on ti deino/n, to\ me\n h3misu a!nqrwpoj, to\ d’ 
h3misu tau=roj. o9 de\ Minw&tauroj e0sqi/ei a)nqrw&pouj. o9 ou]n Mi/nwj a0nagka/zei tou\j  0Aqhnai/ouj 
pe/mpein e9pta/ te neani/aj kai\ e9pta\ parqe/nouj kat’ e1toj pro\j th\n Krh/thn, kai\ pare/xei au0tou\j 
tw|~ Minwtau/rw| e0sqi/ein. e0n de\ tai=j  0Aqh/naij basileu/ei o9 Ai0geu/j: e1sti de\ au0tw~| pai=j, o0no/mati  
Qhseu/j. o9 de\ e0pei\ prw~ton h9ba~|, tou/j te neani/aj kai\ ta\j parqe/nouj oi0ktei/rei kai\ bou/letai 
bohqei=n au0toi=j.

to\ h3misu: half.    a0nagka/zw: I compel, force.    kat’ e1toj: each year.    h9ba&w: I grow up.    
oi0ktei/rw: I pity.

	 	 (a)	 Who is Minos?

	 	 (b)	 Describe the Minotaur and say where he lives.

	 	 (c)	 �How many young men and how many young women does Minos compel the Athenians to 
send to Crete each year?

	 	 (d)	 What happens to these young men and women?

	 	 (e)	 �Who is Aegeus, and what is his relationship to Theseus?

	 	 (f)	 When Theseus grows up what does he want to do?

	 	 (g)	 Give the Genitive Case, Singular Number of two of the following nouns:
	 	 	 oi0ki/a,    tau=roj,    o1noma. 

	 	 (h)	 �The word theology comes from two Greek words. What are they, and what does each Greek 
word mean?

5.	 Translate into Greek:	 [80]

	 (a)	 The boy calls the men into the house.	 (16)

	 (b)	 The men run quickly and see a wolf.	 (16)

	 (c)	 �The slave hears the shout and wants to help.	 (16)

	 (d)	 Hurry, slave, and bring a big stone.	 (16)

	 (e)	 �The women find the horse in the field.	 (16)



6.	 Answer one of the following:	 [30]

	 (a)	 �Why did Xerxes invade Greece? Write briefly about one incident that happened during this 
invasion.

	 (b)	 �Write about the career of either Themistocles or Pericles.

7.	 Answer one of the following:	 [30]

	 (a)	 Name the heroes associated with the following:

	 	 	 ii(i)	 �The Cyclops

	 	 	 i(ii)	 �The Sphinx

	 	 	 (iii)	 �The Calydonian Boar

	 	 Write a short paragraph about any one of the heroes you have named.

	 (b)	 Write what you know about the ancient Olympic Games.
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