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Use black ink or ball-point pen.

Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.
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1. Translate the following sentences into Sinhala.

(@) The best time to visit Yala is between December and May.

(5 additional marks are available for the quality of Sinhala in your answers)

(Total for Question 1 = 15 marks)
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2. Translate the following passage into Sinhala.

The train guard, smartly dressed in white trousers, black shoes and a black tunic jacket
over his white shirt and black tie, blew his whistle and waved a green flag. He was
heralding the departure of the train, Podi Menike. Bound for Badulla, 290 kilometres
from Colombo, it was expected to take ten hours. Going through beautiful tea-clad
countryside, the train was to reach its destination that evening.

With a shriek of warning, the diesel locomotive pulled away from the main platform of
Colombo Fort station. Another train, Udarata Menike, leaves later every day at 9.45 a.m.
but that train does not arrive in Badulla until after nightfall.

This great little trip is acknowledged by rail travel fans as one of the world’s finest train
journeys, and its origins date back to the beginning of the tea industry in Sri Lanka.
The first train to the hill country steamed into Kandy in 1867, the same year that tea
was planted commercially in what was then Ceylon. The coming of the railway to

the plantation hills meant that planters could easily send their crop to Colombo for
shipment to England. Trains facilitated the tea boom, and the carriage of tea as freight
provided the prosperity that financed the railways.

As tea production spread deeper into the hills, the railway followed, extending to
Bandarawela in 1894. In 1956 the Udarata Menike was introduced on to the line, and it
has been in use ever since.
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(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)
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3. Translate the following passage into English.
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(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)
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4. Write an essay of up to 250 words in Sinhala on one of the following topics:

Either

(a) “To make children capable of honesty is the beginning of education.” Do you agree?

“c010%Y 8085 g¥m SO gl @odww 8.” ¥
O DI ¢?

(b) The best sporting event | have attended.
® 598 g OBLOH® Béd mI®w.

(c) What | would do if | became a millionaire.
& cHvsBen §eds.

Or

(d) Write a letter to your local MP complaining about the poor road conditions in your
area.

Red yodred si0DEORE 818 adCs nFOw 01 518mE sy Ved
el 3500w BBwn BwsIn.

Instructions to candidates:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (¢ )
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X ).

Chosen question number: Question 4(a) [

Question 4(b)

]
Question 4(c) [
]

Question 4(d)

Please turn over for answer space.
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(Total for Question 4 = 35 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 100 MARKS
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