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Introduction
This has been the first year that the new iGCSE Specification in Religious Studies has been

examined, and it is pleasing that it has attracted a significant increase in the number of candidates.

The overall impression on Paper 2 is that the candidates were very well prepared, and in some

cases they showed an exceptional level of knowledge and understanding of the faith they had

studied.

A significant majority of candidates chose to answer questions on either Islam or Christianity, and

this report will focus on drawing lessons from answers given in these two religions. However, the

most important lessons that are underlined will have relevance for centres that prepare candidates

for any of the six religions offered in the specification.

It will be helpful here to draw attention to some of those general observations, which will be further

highlighted throughout the report.

The a) questions call for knowledge only responses to questions about religious belief and practice.

There are 4 marks available, and two examples are always required. In each case, to gain both

marks, candidates are required to develop the example given. It is important to remember that

where a question asks for an example of a specific practice or belief, that must be provided to gain

the first mark. For example, in the Christianity section, one question asked how Christians use the

Bible in worship. Unless the candidate identified a specific way in which Christians use the Bible in

worship no marks could be gained. It would not be sufficient just to explain why the Bible is

important to Christians, because that would not answer the question. However, provided the

example has first been given, the extra mark can then be gained for development. The

development can consist of further relevant description, but also a development can demonstrate

understanding of the significance of the example given.

The b) questions call for understanding of religious faith and practice, and are marked using a

levels-based mark scheme. It is important to note that marking is not points-based, because this

means that full marks are unlikely to be achieved by offering a series of simple reasons. In fact this

could also be true of simply developed reasons, especially when those developments are more

descriptive than explanatory. For the top marks in Level 2, candidates will need to have

demonstrated a very good level of understanding of the significance of the belief or practice, and to

have fully developed the ideas expressed in their answer. The term used in the mark scheme is

'comprehensive' understanding and candidates cannot score the full 6 marks unless that quality is

demonstrated.

The c) questions are also marked using a levels-based mark scheme. They look for knowledge and

understanding, but also test the candidate's ability to evaluate different points of view. Underneath

each c) question there is a series of requirements that candidates have to meet in order to be able

to achieve marks in the higher levels. This includes reference to teachings, looking at different

points of view, offering a personal view based on reasoned arguments and offering a balanced

conclusion. Often candidates will have shown strengths in respect of some of these criteria, but not

always in all of them, and this could have prevented them from achieving marks in the higher

levels.

The items chosen, along with the brief commentaries and tips, are designed to help centres and

candidates meet the requirements of the examination as effectively as possible.
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Question 1 (a) (B)

This question asked for two ways in which the Bible is used in Christian worship. It was essential for

the candidate to identify some specific example of worship, such as 'private worship', or 'during

liturgical celebrations'. Without this element the response would not have answered the question.

For example, answers that spoke simply about Christians using the Bible to find guidance on moral

issues would not have gained any marks.

Two examples were needed for full marks, and the examples needed to be developed.

Development could be achieved by giving further details of the example chosen, or by explaining its

significance.

Overall, the question was well answered. Many candidates referred, for example, to the way the

Bible is often used to deliver readings at services, and developed by explaining that priests then

used that text when preaching.

It is important to remember that, for full marks, each example needs to be developed.

This is an example of a 2 mark response. The

examples are correct, but in neither case is

the example developed. In the first answer,

for example, the candidate could have added

that in many cases the priest then tries to

draw out a lesson for the congregation about

how better to live the Christian life.
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All a) questions need two responses, both

developed
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This is an example of a full 4 mark answer. Both examples are correct, private prayer and in church

services.

There are examples here of two types of

acceptable development. In the first case

there is an explanation of the value of using

the Bible in private prayer. In the second

example, the candidate has more simply

developed the description, and has explained

that the passages can be read by members of

the congregation.

The first mark is gained by just identifying the

aspect of Christian worship in which the Bible

is used.
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Question 1 (a) (D)

This question asked for events that occurred when the Qur'an was revealed to the Prophet

Muhammad. The question is focused on the events that took place in the period of the revelation,

and immediately afterwards. Almost all candidates understood this, but some wrote about the

Hijrah, and subsequent battles, for example, and these answers could not be credited.

As with all a) questions, to gain full marks, the candidates needed to outline two events, as well as

developing each of them.

It is important for candidates to read the question carefully, which in this case focused on the

revelation of the Qur'an, and not on the wider events that were a part of the Prophet Muhammad's

life and legacy. To have allowed a wider scope for the answers would have opened the way for

almost any aspect of the life and work of the Prophet to be accepted.

The events described in these answers refer

to events beyond the scope of the revelation

itself, to the period of Muhammad's

preaching, and therefore gained no marks.
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The most important tip here is also one very

well rehearsed by teachers, candidates need

to read the question carefully.
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This is an example of a four mark answer that focussed fully on the revelation itself.

The first example gives a context to the

revelation, that Muhammad was in a cave,

and then develops with further information,

about the bright light and the voice.

Development by adding further description is

acceptable when answering a) questions. The

same approach is repeated in the second

example.

Development in a) questions can be, for

example, further description or explanation.
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Question 1 (b) (B)

Question 1b asked why the death of Jesus is important to Christians. Candidates seem to

understand the demands of the question, and offered a full range of levels of understanding on the

topic.

It is important to be aware that all b) questions are marked according to a levels-based mark

scheme. The significance of this is that full marks cannot be achieved with a series of simple

explanations. Candidates were required to develop their responses, in order to show a

comprehensive understanding of relevant beliefs and their significance. Many candidates did this,

but the main weakness was the reliance on a series of reasons that were only simply developed,

often by adding a description of the events surrounding Jesus' death. This approach was unlikely to

provide evidence of an assured and comprehensive understanding of the topic.

Some candidates offered undeveloped explanations, or relied for development on description

rather than a drawing out of the significance of the points they were making. Even a series of such

explanations was likely to be judged a Level 1 response. Another reason for remaining in Level 1

was providing a single simply developed response.

10     IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02



In this example, a reason why Jesus' death is

important to Christians is identified (taking on

the world's sins) and developed by referring to

this as a sacrifice. But there is no further

development. The reference to the

resurrection of Jesus would not always be

without merit in this question about Jesus'

death, but it would have needed to explain

more fully how the resurrection helps to

explain the death.

Development that uses descriptions of events

and practices is a legitimate approach, but will

not score as highly as development that refers

to the significance of the topic.
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This is an example of a response that provided good explanation and which drew out the

significance of the ideas being expressed. It will also be noted that there are a number of

developed reasons. This alone would not guarantee the top marks in Level 2, but a series of fully

developed explanations is an effective route.

The candidate provides three reasons. Just

looking at the first example shows how

explanations can be well developed. Jesus's

death is a proof of God's love. Jesus was given

up in this way so that those who believe will

not perish, but have eternal life. It is also

proof that Christians are justified in their

belief in God's benevolence towards them.

Note also in the second explanation there is

reference to the resurrection of Jesus. In this

case the candidate does explain how the

death and resurrection of Jesus are linked.
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There is no single route to the highest marks

in b) questions. It is possible that a very fully

developed explanation, with development of

the significance of the reason, could achieve

top marks. Most candidates, however,

achieved this with a series of developed

reasons,
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Question 1 (b) (D)

This question asked for an explanation of why the imam is important in Sunni communities. The

reference to Sunni communities was intentional, and answers that referred to features of the Shi'a

belief in the Imamah, such as infallibility and sinlessness, could not be credited. This was generally

understood, and most answers focused on the imam's role in the mosque, and as a teacher and

leader of the local Muslim community.

Many candidates responded to b) questions by providing a series of brief reasons. Usually brief

reasons, without any further development, would gain a maximum of three marks.
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In this three mark example, the candidate

offers a number of roles performed by the

imam. By simply identifying the roles, the

candidate does go some way to answering the

question, but to achieve Level 2 there must be

some evidence of an attempt to explain the

significance of these roles and how they are

important to the Muslim community. For

example, the answer indicates that the imam

hosts Jum'a prayers. They could have then

developed that by saying that, during the

sermon, the iman helps Muslims to a better

understanding of the teaching of the Qur'an in

the modern world.

An explanation in a b) answer must be more

than just a description of what happens, or of

what a person does. It must also address the

question about their importance.
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This is an example of a full, six mark answer, one in which the candidate offers descriptions of

important roles, as well as addressing their significance.

There are a number of examples of developed

reasons here. For example, the candidate

explains that the imam can be seen as a

'guardian' for the Muslim community, trying

the ensure that the people understand the

teaching of the Qur'an and follow it correctly,

later on indicating that this will help them to

live both a 'right' life and a successful one.
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One way to achieve the top of Level 2, in b)

questions such as this, would be to provide

just two reasons, but to develop each of them

fully, making a series of points that show a

comprehensive understanding of the

importance of the role.
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Question 1 (c) (B)

Question 1c) called for a discussion of the importance of conscience for Christians. It proved to be

one of the most challenging questions in the Christianity paper, with some candidates seeming not

to fully understand the concept. On the other hand, there were a number of strong candidates who

appeared very well prepared for this question and answered it with a good measure of

sophistication.

The main approach seen was to compare the role of conscience with the authority of the Bible and

Church leaders. The better candidates were able to offer a discussion about an 'uninformed

conscience' as well as the perceived errancy of priests, and the mixed messages that can be found

in Biblical teaching.

To achieve the highest marks, candidates need to fulfil all the requirements of the bullet points

underneath the question, and for some that was a reason why their marks were limited. Although it

is an entirely legitimate approach, it is not sufficient to move beyond Level 2, just to offer a series of

simple reasons on either side of the discussion. Those reasons need to be evaluated, and the

candidate needs to develop an argument for a particular point of view (even if it is that they are

undecided). They also need to provide an effective conclusion, one that balances the strengths of

the arguments.

This is an example of a simple response, one that offers an argument on both sides of the

discussion, but in a simple undeveloped way. Such an approach, without an attempt to offer any

personal point of view, or a conclusion, would often keep the mark in Level 1. This attempt to do

both of these things, howsoever thinly, allows the mark to move to 4, low Level 2.
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The simple 'for' argument is that a person

who believes in God may not need anything

more than their conscience. On the opposing

side, a 'significant' member of the Church may

be needed to explain teachings. There is little

by way of development, which would have

carried the possibility of further marks.

However, the conclusion does make a simple

distinction between individuality and

communality, and that has some merit.

Points of view need to be developed with such

things as extra reasoning, or examples of

relevant teaching, in order to gain higher

marks.
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This is an example of a very good response, one that is balanced and developed. It demonstrates a

high level of understanding of the issues raised by the question, and the answer is clear and well

structured.
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It will be immediately apparent that this is a

much more developed answer, and one that

offers insightful distinctions that help to

develop the discussion, such as the one

between real and apparent goods. Reference

to the ideas of scholars such as Aquinas is not

necessary to gain high marks, but it is

certainly a legitimate and effective way to add

substance to the discussion. The separate

points of view are developed, and there is an

effective conclusion. This brought the mark to

the top of Level 3, 8 marks. It could have gone

into Level 4 if there had been more evaluation

of the arguments presented, such as the point

being made about the significance of

understanding humans as made in the image

of God.
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A sustained evaluation of at least some of the

arguments presented is necessary to achieve

Level 4.
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Question 1 (c) (D)

This question asked candidates to discuss the idea that the Prophet Muhammad is the only teacher

a Muslim needs. Candidates seemed to understand the question, and provided a variety of reasons

why this might be so. From a number of candidates there was no evidence of an ability to offer a

divergent point of view, as demanded by the bullet points underneath the question. Those that did

mentioned the important role that is played by parents in teaching their children, and the role of

the local iman. Many also focused on the thought that, ultimately, Allah is the only teacher, and

Muhammad is simply his prophet, interpreting his words.

All c) questions are marked using a levels-based mark scheme. Very simple answers, that show little

or no evidence of development, are likely to be assessed at Level 1. To score beyond Level 1 there

must be an attempt to address the requirements in the bullet points under each c) question.
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This answer makes three valid arguments -

that Muslims can learn from the Hadith, that

Muhammad said Muslims should pray as he

prayed, and that the ummah should follow

the Sunnah. These are relevant reasons, but

they are simply expressed, not developed, and

there is no attempt to look at any other point

of view. This is, therefore, an example of a

response that cannot go beyond Level 1

Less strong candidates should be encouraged

to be sure to offer two different points of

view, and write a simple conclusion.
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Answers that score above Level 2, thereby achieving between 7 and 10 marks, will look at different

points of view, will develop the arguments put forward, and will come to a conclusion based on the

evidence.
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This is an example of a Level 3 response. It

puts forward two points of view. Firstly it

argues that Muhammad can be seen as the

only teacher needed, specifically because he

was chosen for this role by Allah. Later it

explains that Muhammad is presented as a

role-model. It goes on to say, though, that

many Muslims will argue that Allah himself is

the teacher, and Muhammad is his

messenger. Both these ideas are developed,

using reference to Muslim beliefs and sacred

texts. The conclusion is rather weak, however,

including the unlikely suggestion that some

Muslims may consider following the Prophet

to be more important than obeying the

Qur'an. Further development and a stronger

conclusion could have allowed this answer to

achieve Level 4.

Candidates should pay attention to the quality

of their conclusion, trying to draw out the

significance of some of the ideas they have

put forward, rather than just repeating them

in precis.
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Question 2 (a) (B)

This question asked for two practices performed on a Christian pilgrimage to Bethlehem.

Examiners accepted specific references, such as visits to the Church of the Nativity, and more

generic ones, such as walking pilgrimage routes (provided there was some reference to Bethlehem

in the answer). Overall, it was a well answered question. Those who did less well either failed to

refer to Bethlehem specifically, or confused Bethlehem with Jerusalem.

Most candidates scored full marks on this question, and this is an example of an answer with

specific reference to Bethlehem and where the answers are developed.

The reference to a practice in Bethlehem is

clearly referenced in the first answer, visiting

the site of the manger, developed with the

reference to thanksgiving. The second

example is more generic, reading related

stories, but the context of Bethlehem is clear,

and full marks were awarded.
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It is always important to focus on the key

words that give the essence of the question -

here for example two key words would be

'practices' and Bethlehem.
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Generic practices associated with pilgrimage were credited, such as in this answer. But in neither

case were the answers developed. It would have been quite simple to add to each practice and

score four rather than two marks.

Praying and singing hymns are certainly

practised on pilgrimage, and the candidate

does make reference to Bethlehem. But the

candidate could have gained marks with

simple development. For example, they could

have added that pilgrims often gather in the

Shepherds' Field to pray together.

The development marks can often be gained

quite simply and, with 3 a) type questions,

could add six marks to the total.
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Question 2 (a) (D)

In this question candidates were asked to outline practices associated with Hajj. It was a well

answered question, with most candidates knowing a range of practices and were able to develop

their answers.

Only two practices are asked for in the question, and any given on top of that cannot be credited.

Also further examples of practices do not constitute development.

This answer scored just two marks. On closer

reading it will be seen that this is a list of

many different (and correct) practices, but

there is no development of any of them.

Remember - two examples (practices, beliefs),

each developed, is the only way to get 4 marks

on a) questions.
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Occasionally 3 marks are scored, though this is quite rare on a) questions. This can only happen

when there are two examples (beliefs, practices) but with just one of them developed.

The second example, shaving the head, is not

developed. The candidate could simply have

added what the shaved head signifies, in just a

few words, for the final mark.

Develop both answers.
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Question 2 (b) (B)

Candidates were asked to explain why Easter is important for Christians.

There can be some confusion about what constitutes Easter. For some it is Easter Sunday and the

period immediately following Jesus' resurrection. Because the specification does not call for an

understanding of a distinction between the days of the Triduum (Maundy Thursday to the

celebration of the resurrection), Easter will be understood to include all of those days. However, it

should be taught that it does not include Lent or Palm Sunday.

Equally, Easter can refer both to the events in Jesus' life, and also the actual celebration of Easter by

Christians. Again, either of these two approaches, or a mix of the two, would have been credited.

Candidates tended to write about the death and resurrection of Jesus, often very effectively, with

good understanding.

Just as a series of simple explanations will often gain only three marks, a series of simply developed

explanations will gain only four marks. This is because simply developed answers do not provide

evidence of a comprehensive understanding.
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This answer gains four marks. There is

certainly development, but each time it is

simple. For example, the candidate explains

that the Easter story teaches about

forgiveness, and then provides a description

of three occasions when Jesus forgave. To gain

more marks the candidate needed to explain

why forgiveness is such an important concept

for Christians, perhaps referencing Jesus'

teaching, or developing the idea of how it

might help to heal communities, or indeed

both. With such additions, this explanation

would be close to what is meant by

comprehensive.

Development by adding description is

certainly development, but it is simple

development. It is better to add development

by drawing out the significance of the reason

given.
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This answer provides an example of comprehensive development, and the answer gains six marks.

One useful example of an extended

development occurs in the middle of the

answer. Jesus took on the sins of the world,

his death brought cleansing, and his

subsequent resurrection brought the hope

that people can look forward to life after

death. There are then further well developed

reasons, including the teaching and example

of selflessness and sacrifice, and the

demonstration of the power of God. Overall it

is assessed that the candidate does indeed

have a comprehensive understanding of the

importance of Easter for Christians.
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The key word to keep in mind when

developing ideas is 'comprehensive'.
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Question 2 (b) (D)

This question asks about the importance of the city of Madinah for Muslims. Many candidates

understood well the importance of the city. Some, however, confused Medinah with Makkah.

Fully comprehensive answers demonstrated an understanding of the role of Madinah in the

development of Islam, allowing the Prophet and his followers to establish a strong Muslim

community. Weaker answers relied on a simple description of events that took place there. Whilst

such descriptions can underline importance, they are more likely to provide evidence of knowledge

rather than understanding.

This answer starts with a reference to the Hijrah, but it does not answer the question about the

importance of the city itself. That means that what is left is a simple, if valid, point, and it can gain

just one mark.

In the second example, although the

candidate also refers to the Hijrah rather than

the city, the substance of the reason is valid -

it was from Madinah that the Prophet was

able to spread the message of Islam. It is clear

from this second point that the candidate

does understand the importance of the city,

and with more commitment to answering the

question could have added to their marks.
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Candidates should be encouraged to say what

they think they know, even if they are

uncertain. All answers are positively marked,

and no marks are deducted for wrong

answers.
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By way of contrast, this is a fully developed answer, one that shows a comprehensive

understanding of the importance of Madinah.

There is an example of a well developed

reason in the middle of the answer.

Muhammad was able to build mosques in

Madinah, this allowed Muslims to congregate

for prayer in peace, and to engage in the key

job of the worship of Allah. So Madinah was

the birthplace of the mosque, which became

important as Islam was spread around the

world. Equally there are developed reasons

about spreading the message of Islam and of

developing a welfare state.
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Although there are always some time

pressures in exams, candidates should feel

encouraged that it is possible to provide a

series of comprehensive answers in the time

allowed.
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Question 2 (c) (B)

This question called for a discussion of whether Christmas is the most important Christian festival.

The very nature of the question meant that, to offer an alternative point of view, candidates could

refer to other festivals and explain their importance. This was the approach taken by many. It was

important for them to explain why another festival was important, and why that level of importance

might be weightier. Other candidates opposed the view by arguing about the commercialisation of

Christmas, and how it may have lost its religious significance, which was also a legitimate approach.

This was a well answered question, and many candidates were able to offer a balanced discussion.

It would be useful to compare a good answer, one that provides a balanced discussion, but without

any comprehensive development, with one that achieves the top of Level 3. This first example is a

good Level 2 response.
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This answer provides a number of good

reasons why Easter may be considered the

most important Christian festival. There are a

number of ideas, and some attempt to

develop them. It is weaker on the pro side,

and would certainly have benefitted from

some attempt to argue that case more

effectively. In effect it just says that, without

Jesus' birth, all the things he went on to do

and say would not have been possible.

Reference to the meaning of the incarnation,

for example, would have enhanced this side of

the discussion, though it should be stressed

that there is no absolute requirement in c)

questions for the number of reasons on each

side to be equally balanced.
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In c) questions it is not necessary for the

candidates to match the number of

arguments/reasons on both sides of the

discussion. However, there is a requirement

for a balanced discussion and candidates

should be aware of the need to argue

effectively from both perspectives.
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This is an example of how candidates can develop a discussion fully, and take their answer to Level

3 and beyond.
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An examination of this answer will reveal the

candidate's ability to develop ideas, and to

draw out their significance. For example, on

the pro side, the candidate says that the

action of Jesus, and its symbolism, is

important, and that this is then reflected in

the Christian response, because it allows them

to reconnect with the story of God's

incarnation, and that strengthens their faith.

This quality is repeated in other aspects of

their answer. This is the level of

understanding that needs to be seen for

candidates to access the higher levels of

marks. This quality is not as much in evidence

on the opposing side of the discussion, hence

it is top of Level 3, 8/10 marks, rather than a

Level 4 response.

As a rule, to reach the top levels, candidates

should be encouraged to create layers of

development in their answer. That means that

they should try to go beyond giving a reason

for a point of view, and supporting it with a

single piece of development. By drawing

further significance from what they have

written, they are demonstrating a more

comprehensive understanding of the issues

involved.
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Question 2 (c) (D)

This question asks whether Eid ul-Fitr is the most important Muslim festival. Responses that

compare the importance of Eid ul-Fitr with that of other Muslim festivals is a legitimate approach,

one that was taken by many candidates. Some were able to offer developed reasons for both sides

of the discussion, but others used a good deal of description in their responses, saying for example

that Eid ul-Fitr is more important because Muslims do this and this... without really explaining how

these actions enhance their understanding of the importance of the festival.

It will be useful to look at a weaker answer, but also at one which provides a well-developed

balanced discussion.

This is an example of an answer that describes what happens at Eid ul-Fitr, but it does not go on to

offer much by way of explanation as to why these actions enhance the importance of the festival. It

is therefore a Level 1 response.
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In effect, this is a list of actions - wearing new

clothes, praying, giving to the less fortunate.

There is a simple attempt to explain, such as

that it is a day of forgiveness and love. But this

is insufficient to take the answer beyond Level

1, not least because there is really no

alternative point of view argued for.

All candidates should be encouraged to argue

from two points of view, even if they can only

do so simply, offering a reason in support, and

against. They should add a conclusion,

explaining why they conclude as they do. Even

done simply, this would take the candidate

towards the Level 1/Level 2 borderline.
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This is a good example of a top Level 3 response, one that shows the candidate has a good

understanding of the meaning of the Muslim festivals, and that they are able to offer well

developed arguments.
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An example of a well-developed argument can

be found in the second paragraph. It points

out how Eid ul-Adha remembers a key

moment in Muslim history, and explains why

it is important (Ibrahim's willingness to

sacrifice his son) and how it commemorates

Allah's compassion. It then goes on to say how

the festival is therefore an expression of

Muslim fidelity and submission. This is the

quality of argument that marks out a top Level

3 response. A more extended discussion on

both sides would have taken the answer into

Level 4.
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It is certainly possible to gain full marks to c)

questions in the space provided. These more

able candidates will be economical in their use

of description, and focus as fully as possible

on drawing out the significance of the

arguments they are making.
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Question 3 (a) (B)

This question asks candidates to outline two aspects of the Christian marriage ceremony. Two key

terms here are 'Christian', and 'ceremony'. Christian marriage does not involve some of the aspects

that candidates may have seen in films and on TV. The colour of clothes, for example, is not an

aspect of a Christian marriage. However, we have accepted the signing of registers because that is

normally part of the marriage ceremony in Christian churches in the UK. The word 'ceremony'

indicates that candidates were expected to focus on aspects of the ceremonial, and not only on

why marriage is important in Christianity (though this kind of explanation could form part of

development).

Overall, this was a well answered question, and most candidates focused on the exchange of rings

and the marriage vows.

This example is included to emphasise that teaching needs to be focused on the essentially

Christian aspects of the marriage ceremony. It is not possible to accept all aspects of wedding

ceremonial that have formed part of contemporary culture, unless they have become an integrated

part of Christian marriage.
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This answer scores just two marks because

the element of the bride and groom kissing is

not part of the Christian marriage ceremony.

It may well take place on some occasions, but

it has no specific Christian significance. The

same cannot be said about signing the civil

registers, because in some countries this has

formed part of the essential nature of

marriage, so that the marriage is recognised

in the eyes of God, and is lawful.

It is always important for candidates to focus

their answers on specifically religious belief

and practice.
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This is an example of the most commonly offered response, with the aspect of the ceremonial

indicated and with development in both examples.

The first mark is given in each case for the

identification of an aspect of Christian

ceremonial (the exchange of rings and the

declaration of vows). In the first case this is

developed by explaining the significance of

the rings. In the second case it is gained by

including some of the vows that are declared

during the ceremony.

In fact, the end of the second example, about

this showing the love Jesus has for the Church

and its followers, is not self-evidently an

explanation of the significance of the vows.

But the marks had already been gained.

It is important to ensure that the development

always relates to the example.
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Question 3 (a) (D)

This question asked for an outline of aspects of Jum'ah prayers. On the whole it was well answered,

with many candidates gaining full marks. It will be useful to use this question to stress the need for

development in a) questions and a reminder of how this can be achieved.

It will be evident that this answer can only gain two marks, and it can illustrate how simply

development could have been added.

In the first example, an extra mark could have

been gained simply by saying, for example,

that these prayers and movements show

submission to Allah.

In the second example, the development

mark could have been gained by pointing out

that the sermons often focus on how to apply

Muslim teaching in the modern world.

All candidates are encouraged to try to add

development. There is nothing to lose, and on

the whole of Paper 2, question a)

development can be worth a total of 6 marks.
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This is a full 4 mark answer. There is, if anything, more information than is needed. For full marks

these answers can sometimes be quite brief.

In the first example, the ceremonial is

washing, and the development is that it is a

sign of purity before praying. In the second

case, the imam delivers a sermon, which

relate teaching to day to day matters. All the

rest, although correct, is unnecessary.

If there are time constraints, candidates

should recall that in a) questions the

identification of 2 practices, and simple

development, is sufficient for full marks.
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Question 3 (b) (B)

This question asked why Baptism is important for Christians. Most candidates focused on the

ceremony of Baptism, though some also included reference to the baptism of Jesus, which was a

legitimate approach and was marked accordingly.

The question was well answered, and many candidates were able to refer to such related matters

as Christian initiation, original sin, membership of the Body of Christ, rites of passage, and so forth.

It will therefore be useful to use this question to illustrate the difference between a low and a high

Level 2 response.

One of the features of a low Level 2 response is that it includes a number of reasons, but each of

them are only simply developed.
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In this answer the candidate focused on the

importance of Baptism for two distinct

religious groups, Baptists and Catholics. That

is an acceptable approach, as the two

different perspectives were very likely to

provide a variety of reasons for the

importance of Baptism. The weakness of this

answer is that, in each case, it gives a reason,

develops it simply, and then moves on to the

next reason. For example, for Baptists who

practise adult Baptism, it is important because

it forgives the sins of their life and allows

them to have a clean slate. For Catholics, who

baptise babies, it is for the cleansing of

original sin. The final explanation is a true

belief, to an extent, for most Christians. It

adds a little, but is not sufficient to take the

answer above 4 marks

Although there can be no hard and fast rule,

because each answer must be judged on its

merits, candidates should be aware that two

simply developed reasons will often score a

low Level 2 mark.
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This is an example of a full six mark answer, which shows how responses can be fully developed.
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The first part of this answer refers to the

baptism of Jesus, and develops this aspect. It

points out that Baptism follows the example

of Jesus. It provides detailed reference to the

Gospel account. It draws the conclusion from

that account that God is himself present when

people are baptised, and finally that the Holy

Spirit will act as a guide throughout the

baptised person's life. This is a good example

of how an explanation can be fully developed.

The second paragraph is similarly developed

and, although it is difficult to read all of the

final words, it is clear that the full six marks

have already been merited.
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Question 3 (b) (D)

This question asks why the five daily prayers are important for Muslims. This was a well answered

question, and candidates were able to refer to the obligation to pray that is placed on all Muslims,

for example in the Five Pillars of Islam, on the example of the Prophet, and of the rewards that

come from prayer, such as a closer relationship with Allah. Some candidates offered isolated simple

explanations, and it will be useful to contrast an example of that with a good Level 2 response, and

to be fully aware of the difference.

This is an example of a Level 1 response, and it serves as a reminder that b) questions are marked

using a levels-based mark scheme, which means that a series of simple answers cannot go beyond

Level 1.

Because this is an 'explain' question, there are

no marks for knowing the names of the five

daily prayers. However, had the candidate

spoken of the value of prayer first thing in the

morning, and last thing at night, for example,

that could have gained marks. The idea that

they are important because they are

obligatory was credited. The strongest reason

is that they help Muslims to get away from the

bustle of life to focus on the forgiveness of

Allah. This final point could also have been

developed by saying something about the

relationship between prayer and the inner

jihad, for example, the struggle throughout

life to avoid wrongdoing, and submit to Allah.
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Knowledge of beliefs and practices is only

going to receive credit in a b) question when it

is used to illustrate or develop an explanation.
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This is a good Level 2 response, and it will be immediately evident that the explanations are fuller,

and show greater insight into the topic.

This answer also refers to the obligatory

nature of prayer in Islam, as mandated in the

Qur'an, but it then develops the response. It is

a way of getting closer to Allah, and thereby it

is a way in which a Muslim's faith, their iman,

gets stronger. There is a similar developed

response in the second part, referring to the

example of the Prophet. This gained 5 marks,

and it could have gone to 6 marks if there had

been an extra aspect of explanation about

why the Prophet's example is relevant to the

question.
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References to sacred texts are often a good

way to add development to an answer. There

does not need to be an exact quote, but an

accurate precis of what is written adds weight

to a response.
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Question 3 (c) (B)

This question asked candidates to discuss whether the design of a church is important for Christian

worship.

It was perhaps the least well answered of the c) questions. Some discussions were very general in

nature, and some didn't focus on design very much at all, but rather on the value and purpose of

going to church.

Better answers referred to features of design and explained how they might, or might not, enhance

worship and belief, and many compared the very simple design of some denominations with the

elaborate design of others, going on to discuss the significance of this. The examples will show an

answer where the candidate was clearly uncertain about the demands of the question and another

which demonstrates an effective, but unusual approach to the topic.

This answer seems to indicate that the candidate was not well prepared to answer the question.

There is no evidence that they were aware of any significant features of church design, and were

therefore unable to discuss their purpose. They were aware of some of the reasons Christians go to

church, but this did not respond to the specific question and could not be credited.
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There is really only one small aspect of this

answer that refers to design, where the

candidate says that the church was made so

that Christians can worship freely. Although

this does not mention any specific feature, it

suggests an element of understanding about

the building and design of churches, in terms

of their usefulness. But nothing else could be

credited. It could therefore score just one

mark.

Many churches are elaborate structures, and

candidates should be aware of the features of

the building and prepared to answer

questions about what these features are

designed to achieve.
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Although this answer shows an awareness of elements of design in a church building, it focuses on

the relationship between the building and the Christian theology of the nature of worship. More

often answers adopted a different approach, looking at specific design features and commenting

on them. But this approach is also valid, and is included here to reinforce the rule in marking that

'other approaches are possible' and should be credited. The arguments are developed, and the

answer considers both sides of the debate. This is therefore an example of a high Level 3 response.
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The approach in the first part of the answer

which, for example, refers to the Christian

understanding of God as omnipresent, is

relevant. It clearly explains why some

Christians do not think church design is very

important. This idea is developed, referring

also to St Paul, and the idea that the Holy

Spirit is inside people, so perhaps God is not

necessarily in the buildings themselves. The

same theological approach is adopted to

consider the other side of the argument.

This was judged a top Level 3 response. It

would have scored into Level 4 if the counter

argument had been fuller. Also, despite this

being a legitimate approach, it could have

benefitted from some reference to specific

design features, if only by way of illustration.

Candidates do not always have to take what

may be considered the orthodox route in

responding to a question. But they should still

ensure that they are answering the question

set, and not a variation of their own making.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02     75



Question 3 (c) (D)

This question asked for a discussion as to whether the most important purpose of a mosque is as a

place of worship. At a simple level, this was a well answered question, with candidates aware of the

fact that many mosques also serve as community centres and schools, for example. However there

were fewer higher marks (Levels 3 and 4) for this question. Most candidates took the approach of

saying 'On the one hand it is a place of worship because of these aspects of mosque worship..., but

it is also a community centre because the following also happens there...' This is a legitimate

approach, but it appeared not to lend itself to much by way of development, and this often limited

the number of marks scored.

These scripts give an example of such a legitimate but simple approach, and also one that perhaps

illustrates the problem of time-keeping in exams.

This is an example of an approach to this question that was taken by many, perhaps even most,

candidates. It is a full response, and it certainly answers the question, but it remains in Level 2

because there is not the required level of development that would demonstrate a deeper

understanding of the issues raised by the question.
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Although this is quite a full answer, a reading

of this response reveals that it is, for the most

part, a series of things that take place in a

mosque, some of them to do with worship,

and some fulfilling other functions. On a

simple level this answers the question.

However, it would have scored more marks if

it had developed some of the ideas. For

example, mosques serve as a community

centre, for education and for gathering the

community, which is mentioned. The

candidate could have gone on to point out

that this reflects an aspect of the original

value associated with mosques, from the time

of Muhammad, who saw the mosque as a

centre where the ummah could be united and

from which the teaching of Islam could be

spread. The idea of uniting the ummah is a

key concept, and this could have been used to

develop the answer even further.
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Perhaps encouraging candidates to develop

their responses is the most important advice

that can be given.
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Timing can be a very important issue when taking an exam, and perhaps this answer is an

illustration that time eventually does run out.

This is a confident answer, one that certainly

has promise. A valid argument is put forward,

and there is evidence of an ability to refer

back to the Hadith to support and develop the

point of view. But then it suddenly stops.

Given that this is the last question on the

paper, it can be conjectured that the

candidate ran out of time. Given that this

question is worth 10 marks, a score of 2 is a

significant loss of marks, and this answer is

included to remind candidates to leave

themselves enough time to complete every

question as well as they can.
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Advice on timing of answers can only be a rule

of thumb, but some guidance will help

candidates. The exam is 90 minutes, which

means 30 minutes per question. Half the

marks are available for the part c) questions,

so candidates should aim to allow themselves

approximately 15 minutes, or more, to answer

each c) question.
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Paper Summary
Based on candidate performance on this paper, candidates should:

In a) questions, give two beliefs or practices that respond to the specific question, and develop

both responses

In b) questions, develop each of the reasons they give

In c) question, try to meet all of the requirements laid out under the question, including looking

at more than one point of view

For all b) and c) questions, ensure that development is extended sufficiently to demonstrate

comprehensive understanding of the topic raised by the question

In b) and c) questions, offer explanatory as well as descriptive development

Ensure they leave themselves enough time to answer the longer c) questions fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 02     83

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



