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Paper 2H 
 
 
A grade A script 
 
General comments 
 
This was a very high-scoring script with approximately 85% of the available marks being 
gained by the candidate. The specification document points out the aims and assessment 
objectives (page 4) against which candidates’ work is judged, and the grade A descriptors 
on page 32 of the document further inform judgement. The published mark scheme also 
needs to be read alongside the comments that follow.  
 
Many of the features on these specification pages and in the mark scheme are evident in 
this script. One key aspect of the script is its consistency. The candidate scored 
continuously throughout the paper, left no unanswered gaps, obeyed the rubric and largely 
answered the questions as the examiner had intended they be answered. Of the seven 
questions answered, 75% of the marks scored was the worst performance (questions 4 and 
6); question 1 saw 100% achieved. This consistency and narrow range of performance also 
applied to the parts of each question; all parts adopting a levels of response marking 
strategy scored either at level 2 or level 3. 
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Section A 
 
Question 1 on the specification’s Water unit, more particularly drainage basins, the 
hydrological cycle, flooding and river management, produced a perfect answer for this 
level of examination. The candidate showed good knowledge and understanding of the idea 
of a drainage basin in terms of its stores and flows ((a)(i) & (ii)), its nature as part of the 
hydrological cycle ((a)(iii)), and its structure with a river being a component ((b)(ii)). 
Pleasingly, the candidate was able to draw an accurate and labelled diagram in (b)(ii). 
Geographical terminology was known e.g. discharge in (b)(i) and used throughout the 
question e.g. river capacity in (c) (i). The causes of river flooding, both physical (e.g. 
excessive precipitation; impermeability), and human (e.g. deforestation; tarmac surfaces; 
urban drainage) were known and in each case explained. Finally, the candidate produced 
an excellent response to the closing, open-ended part of the question. The answer opened 
by referring to the Mississippi river management scheme, outlined its main purpose and 
then went on both to describe and explain how it actually does this. There were place 
names (e.g. St. Louis), specific details (e.g. 106 reservoirs), methods (e.g. diversionary 
spillways), and process explanation (e.g. widening the channel to increase its capacity).  
 
This answer acts as a model for future good practice by candidates aspiring to the highest 
grade. Aspects of other answers do the same by : 
 
1. doing the closing question part well — offering specific details of actual places, 

events and schemes by knowing the case studies identified in the specification in 
order to hit the Level 3 quality of response criteria, e.g. the candidate’s response 
on Mts. Pinatubo and St. Helens to question 2(c) does this. 

2. explaining, especially links and processes, and going beyond merely stating, e.g. 
the candidate’s responses to questions 3 (d) and 4 (c) (i). 

3. using geographical language, especially the terminology of the subject, e.g. the 
terms used in their responses to questions 5(a)(ii) and 6(a)(i) help to make them 
full-mark answers. It is worth remembering that every 2 mark question has a 1 mark 
as well as 2 and zero mark answers. 

4. annotating self-drawn maps and diagrams e.g. diagrams as in question 2(b) that go 
beyond mere labelling are highly rewarded. 

5. showing accuracy in the objectively assessed, often data-response tasks set early in 
the question e.g. the candidate’s responses to questions 4(a)(ii) and 5(a)(i).  

 
No other Section A question achieved top grade consistency throughout, though grade A 
characteristics were evident in parts of all other questions.  
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Section B 
  
This choice section of the paper saw the candidate correctly obey the rubric and opt for 
question 8 on Globalisation. This is the candidate’s longest answer and where 20% of the 
paper’s marks lie. The candidate gained over 80% of the marks available; a high scoring 
question in this section is essential if an A* grade is to be attained. Section A success 
criteria equally apply to this section too but this section also looks for candidates to 
appreciate contemporary issues, trends and conflicts. It was clear that this candidate was 
fully conversant with the interdependence idea that underpins globalisation, and with the 
nature of sustainable development as it relates to the operations of global companies. 
More specifically, the candidate was familiar with the terms introduced in (a)(i) and was 
able to use map information in order to clarify meaning. The candidate was also able to 
predict reasonable consequences of the global shift on the international trade and 
economies of the emerging Asian industrial powers. Suggesting valid effects of an action is 
a feature of top grade candidates. Parts (b)(ii), (c)(i) and (c)(ii) were well answered and 
demonstrated the value of good geographical knowledge. These answers also demonstrate 
the candidate’s ability to develop answers into full reasons e.g. (b)(ii), and full definitions 
e.g. (c)(i). It is interesting to note how the candidate responds in a 2 mark rather than 1 
mark way in both parts of (c). 
 
The candidate finishes with a solid rather than spectacular response. There are named 
examples and technical information but a little lack of relevance and focus resulting in a 
top Level 2 mark award. Overall, question 8 shows many of the hallmarks of a top grade 
script: up-to-date geographical knowledge, detail and explanation of trends and processes.  
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Paper 2H 
 
A grade C script  
 
General comments 
 
Broad competence in meeting the demands of most questions is the hallmark of this grade 
on the higher tier at IGCSE. This script, which is of minimal grade C quality, reveals as 
many do at this grade considerable variability and patchiness of quality, though no 
question was answered at a very low standard.  
 
The candidate achieved 60% of the available marks in 4 of the 6 section A questions; the 
remaining 3 answers, especially the response to the longer section B question, dipped 
below this respectable standard. The answers generally demonstrate that the geographical 
context of the question has been grasped, but that the answer has either not been fully 
developed or not totally focussed on the question set. Broad understanding and some basic 
knowledge of the topic are evident throughout the script, but many answers lack depth 
and description. Appropriate points are often simply listed rather than developed into 
descriptions or explanations.  
 
 
Question-specific comments 
 
Annotated comments have been added to the body of the following script, some 
illustrating the general remarks made above.  
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Paper 3  
 

Attainment at grades A and A*  

 
An answer awarded an A* for IGCSE can be distinguished from that achieving an A grade by 
the depth of knowledge and understanding demonstrated by the candidate. Examples of 
responses to questions from the May 2005 paper are used here to illustrate the contrasts in 
answer quality. 
 
Question 1 commenced by asking candidates to use their geographical skills to select the 
correct words to complete sentences. An A* candidate displayed the ability to use compass 
directions, scale lines and to apply knowledge. A typical lower A grade response failed to 
use one or more of these aspects: 
‘The straight line distance between Carseri and Kipini is oxbow lake.’ 
 
Section a (ii) required candidates to describe the location of flood prone areas. Very high 
level answers included exact locations and considered the extent of flooding, as shown by 
the following extract:  
‘The upper parts of the two tributaries are also prone to flooding until the middle of the 
streams. one area, 50km from Kislki is also likely to flood’ 
 
In contrast, a typical A grade response demonstrated less detailed use of compass 
directions and distances: 
‘The area likely to flood are those near the River Tana, most of the area along the river , 
coming down, passing Bura, Carseri and Kipini.’ 
 
Both A and A* candidates showed similar skill in completion of the graphs in (b) and c (i), 
however questions c (ii) and (iii) enabled the A* candidates to develop their answers 
analytically and to use an extended geographical vocabulary:  
‘There were natural disasters such as severe drought in 2000 and severe floods in 1998. 
These either destroyed the crops or prevented farming of next crops.’ 
 
A typical A grade response failed to use such specific terms, and lacked depth of analysis:  
‘Because probably the wheather wasn’t so good for planting rice, or the new irrigation 
scheme that was built didn’t work so well due to human mistakes, maybe there was too 
much irrigation or too little’ 
 
Question 2 began by asking candidates to use their geographical skills to label a map and 
to carry out a basic map reading exercise. These were completed competently by both the 
A and the A* students. Sections (b) and (c), however, discriminated between the 
candidates. While all the candidates were able to complete the flow map, the A* responses 
showed greater ability to make in depth conclusions from the observed patterns: 
The most number of people are from Liverpool, which is quite close to the centre and 
Bristol which is the furthest from the centre. From Shrewsbury, despite the fact it is the 
closest, only 3 people visit. From Cardiff and Birmingham, maybe due to the distance (175 
km and i45km) the least no. of people come’ 
 
The A grade candidates tended to make valid but much more generalised statements: 
‘the students would learn about where visitors come from ( the name of the town), how 
many of them come from a given town and how much distance they had travelled to reach 
Trawsfynydd visitor centre and from which town there is great demand for recreation’. 
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A similar pattern was evident in section (c) where both A and A* students showed 
competence in completing the scatter graph, but the A* candidates were able to 
demonstrate the ability to draw sophisticated conclusions and to appreciate any 
anomalies:  
‘The relationship is positive correlation. The shorter the distance travelled, the shorter 
the visitors stay in that area e.g. 20km and 35km people only stay one day.  
The greater the distance travelled, the longer they stay e.g. people travelled for 200km 
and 185km stay for 12 days.  
the only abnormality is No. 5, where people travelled for 85km stay for less days than 
people travelled for 80km’. 
 
The A grade candidate tended to make correct but less developed conclusions, and not to 
comment on any variations from the general trend: 
‘The further distance travelled to the visit centre (e.g. 2oocm) the longer their stay is 
going to be (e.g. 12 days.  The shorter distance travelled to the visitor centre (e.g. 20cm) 
the shorter their stay is going to be (e.g. 1 day).’ 
 
Question 3 required candidates to use their own experience of fieldwork. The A and the A* 
candidates were able to demonstrate clear understanding of the aims of the investigation. 
In addition the A* students were able to construct highly detailed and labelled maps of 
their fieldwork areas.  
 

 
 
 
 
The maps produced by the A grade students tended to lack such specific location 
information. 
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In section (c), the A* students gave full justification for their selection of the data 
collection sites: 
‘1. The water was relatively shallow and the current was not flowing so fast. Thus it was 
safe enough to go in and measure.’ 
2.’There were less obstacles such as bushes or rocks that were disturbing the flow of the 
water, thus simpler and easier to measure than other spots’ 
 
The A grade students provide less convincing reasons for their site choice, and were 
sometimes unable to extend their answers beyond a simple statement that they had 
selected the only suitable site:  
‘This was the only area of the factory where we could do our observation’. 
 
Section (d) required the candidates to comment on their data collection under the 
headings of equipment, techniques and sampling procedures.  A* students were able to 
describe the equipment and techniques in detail and offer some justification for their 
selection: 
‘We needed to make recording tables for the width of the channel………… graduated poles 
to measure the depth of the water/channel; and a spirit level to make sure that the tape 
and strings are horizontal’ 
 
Candidates achieving an A grade did not develop their explanations in depth but provided a 
more basic outline of the equipment and its use. 
‘I used questionnaires, tax disc surveys, took photographs and drew sketch maps to collect 
the data I needed.’ 
 
Very few candidates understood the concept of sampling, and even those achieving A* and 
A elsewhere on the paper frequently failed to gain marks for this section.  
 
Candidates were asked to explain how they ensured that their date collection was as 
accurate as possible and to comment on how their data collection might be improved.  A* 
students were able to suggest, describe and justify their collection, and to write extended 
answer suggesting improvements: 
‘For the speed of the river we repeated the process 10 times and got the average of the 
results to ensure that we got the most accurate result.  For measuring the channel width 
two groups performed it separately so the two results can be compared and get the 
average.’ 
 
In comparison, A grade candidates were able to suggest ways of improving accuracy, but 
were not always able to show how they made their data collection reliable: 
‘To make sure my data was correct and accurate, I compared results with other students, 
re-did some of my data collection and moved positions frequently when asking questions 
to get a thorough view of my findings.’ 
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Attainment at grades C and D  

 
Candidates were awarded either a D or a C grade depending on their geographical skills 
and their ability to demonstrate understanding of processes of recording, analysing and 
making conclusions from a range of resources.   A typical C grade student was able to 
develop their answers beyond the simple statements and repetition of information from 
the resources which were common in D grade responses. 
 
Both D and C grade candidates were able to complete the majority of the sentences in a 
(i), and to offer simple descriptions of the flood prone areas in (ii): 
‘They are mainly between roads and the boundary of the River Tana District.’ 
 
Similarly, both sets of students showed competence in completing the graphs for sections 
(b) and c (i), although the C grade candidates were more likely to label their graphs or to 
include scale lines, as shown below. 
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C grade candidates were able to make creditable responses to c (ii) and (iii) sections: 
‘It might have flooded in that area meaning the irrigation scheme couldn’t deal with it.’ 
 
The D grade students tended to either ignore these sections or leave the answer space 
blank, or to write responses that did not answer the question. The following is a typical 
answer to (iii) where candidates were asked to identify and explain the limitations of the 
data collected: 
The new irrigation scheme favoured only one type of rice grown i.e. Actual annual rice 
but not planned annual rice.’ 
 
The early sections of question 2 enabled both C and D grade students to demonstrate their 
skills in annotating a map, however both groups found it difficult to read the Ordnance 
Survey map and there was little to discriminate between answers in this section. However, 
those obtaining grade C were more successful in the accurate completion of the flow map 
and describing the patterns shown:  
 

 
 
‘The visitors lived away from the centre. They travelled a long distance to reach the 
centre of information’. 
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In section (c), both the C and D grade candidates were able to use their skills to complete 
the scatter graph. Those obtaining a C grade, however, could draw some valid, detailed 
conclusions about the relationships shown by the completed graph: 
‘As the distance from the Centre increases, the length of stay (days) increases that is, 
distance is directly proportional to the length of stay.’ 
 
The students awarded a D grade were likely to draw basic and brief conclusions: 
‘The longer the distance travelled the longer the length of stay is.’ 
 
Both groups of candidates were able to outline the aims of their fieldwork investigations 
and many could produce outstanding maps for question 3 (b). However, those obtaining the 
higher grade provided more detailed accounts of their data collection: 
‘Counting and recording in travelling and in numbers i.e. counting those who enter the 
site or come from or pass by the site.’ 
 
The candidates reaching a D grade were not able to extend their descriptions of techniques 
beyond simple statements: 
‘ask a straight forward question to get a reasonable answer and efficient.’ 
Section (e) required the candidates to explain how they ensured that their data collection 
was as accurate and reliable as possible, and to suggest ways in which their data collection 
might be improved. The students obtaining a D grade tended to make basic suggestions for 
improvement: 
 ‘Writting down only the needed information. Only what is essential.’ 
 
Those obtaining a C grade were able to expand on the improvements to their fieldwork but 
did not extend their responses to explain how these changes would improve their results: 
‘We could have asked more people and may be gone into a bit more detail about what 
they were doing on holiday there.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IGCSE Geography (4370) Exemplar candidate responses  61

Component 4: Coursework 
 
 
Attainment at grades A and A* 
 
The candidates achieving these grades for the coursework element of IGCSE Geography 
showed competence in all sections of their investigations. However, those gaining the 
higher grade demonstrated a clearer appreciation of the aims to be investigated:  
 
‘In this coursework I will be investigating the question “‘How and why do the processes 
and landforms of a river change downstream?”’  
 
My hypothesis is 

• Velocity of the river will increase downstream 
 
• Gradient will decrease downstream  
 
• Bedload will decrease downstream  
 
• Stream discharge will increase downstream  
 
• Wetted perimeter will increase downstream  
 
• Cross sectional area will increase downstream  
 
• Hydraulic radius will increase downstream’ 
 

The candidates obtaining an A* located their study area in detail, frequently with the help 
of carefully constructed and annotated maps.  They demonstrated planning skills and were 
able to justify the order of data collection. 
 
The students gaining A grades were also able to show well developed and located 
coursework plans, but these tended to lack the clarity of the A* accounts: 
 
‘Hypothesis: 
1. There is a relationship between mean velocity and gradient  
 
2. There is a relationship between mean velocity and hydraulic radius  
 
3. There is a relationship between width and depth  
 
4. There is a relationship between distance and discharge  
 
5. There is a relationship between bedload shapes and size.’ 
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Both the A* and the A grade candidates were able to explain and justify the methods used 
to collect their data, although a typical A* student showed a greater awareness of the 
limitations of the data and was able to comment on the problems connected with its 
collection. Accounts were often accompanied by annotated photographs which provided 
locations and visual impressions of the data collection site.  
 

 
 
The students obtaining A grades were able to provide some justification of their selected 
methods but these tended to lack the development and sophistication of the A* 
coursework:  
‘Reasons for using this method. 
Although it might take some time to do the measurements because we need to submerge 
the tape totally to get accurate readings, but it is the easiest and the least costly 
method.’ 
 
Assessment criterion 3, data presentation, enabled both groups of candidates to 
demonstrate accurate presentation skills and to use a wide rang of appropriate techniques. 
The A* candidates were frequently able to present their information in an original manner, 
as shown by the following example where the candidate has annotated a series of 
photographs showing the downstream changes in river characteristics. 
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The candidates were able to analyse their data in detail and use evidence to support their 
conclusions, as illustrated by this typical A grade response:  
‘Referring to the graphs that I have done for the data presentation I can tell by looking at 
the bar graphs and scatter graph it has the greatest velocity in the upper course and 
lowest in the middle course.’ 
 
The candidate was then able to consider their original aims and objectives and to make 
valid comments to justify their ideas: 
 
‘I said there is a relationship between the gradient and the velocity which means the 
higher the gradient is, the faster it is for the velocity. My results actually prove my 
hypothesis.’ 
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The candidates obtaining A* grades were able to extend their analyses and conclusions by 
cross references to specific diagrams, as required in criterion 5, and by indicating that 
their explanations might be incomplete: 
‘My hypothesis stated that the river load will decrease downstream, Figures 35, 36,37 and 
38 shows that the bed load gradually got larger and you can see that the bed load was at 
its largest in the lower course, which in a normal river would be unusual but because of 
the steep valley and hill sides in the lower course, these boulders had fallen from those 
areas and landed in the lower course of the river………… There were a lot of possible 
readings and calculations that could have had human error that would have given an 
inaccuracy in the data collected…………I could have extended this study to make 
comparisons by measuring the river at different times of the year and at different times 
of the day.’ 
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Attainment at grades C and D 
 
A typical C grade piece of coursework located and introduced the study, outlined the 
hypothesis being investigated and indicated the sequence of data collection: 
‘The third aim of this investigation is to determine the relationship between the width 
and depth of the river.’ 
 
The aims provided by D grade candidates lack clarity, and a clear sequence of data 
collection was usually absent: 
‘Our main aim on this trip was to find out about the vegetation and watercourses of 
Kuwait’s deserts. In my opinion I think that this was well achieved by both students and 
staff. Also another big aim for this trip was for all of the geography students to 
experience exactly what we were studying in school.’ 
 
In criterion 2, a D grade piece of coursework provided detailed information about the data 
required and the methods used to collect and record this information, but  did not attempt 
to explain the choice of methods: 
‘As we were taken to three different sites, we had to draw and concentrate on different 
details. After we sketched our drawings we moved to collecting our data. In order to 
collect our data we had to use ranging poles from one point to another, with a 30m 
difference in between. We placed our sediment into a plastic bag and named it after the 
person who collected it.’ 
 
C grade candidates were often able to comment on their choice of data and to explain, in 
some depth, exactly how the data was obtained: 
‘I believe that the higher the mean velocity the smaller the hydraulic radius. This is 
because less speed will be lost through friction. 
Equipment  

• Measuring tape 
• Chain  
• Mettre rulers  
 

Method 
1. Check velocity is already known 
2. Measure out wetted perimeter by using the chain  
3. Divide width into 10 equal sections 
4. Measure depth at each section  
5. Divide cross sectional area by wetted perimeter’ 
 

Both grades (C and D) showed the candidates’ ability to use a range of methods to present 
their data. Methods used by the C grade students usually included titles, scales and 
sometimes figure numbers. 
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These details were frequently lacking from a D grade  piece of work. 
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Candidates obtaining a C grade were frequently able to make analytical comments about 
their data, were able to draw conclusions and recognise limitations and were sometimes 
able to suggest strategies for improving and developing their studies: 
‘In fig. 2.9 generally the hydraulic radius has increased as expected, but in this there 
were also many missing results which would cause in reliability this is mainly due to 
human error, some people were enable to get sufficient results. But also parts of the 
river were hard to measure because of the surrounding environment. But this graph shows 
rouge (rough) result at site 7 where the hydraulic radius is higher than it should 
be………We could have used sophisticated equipment like flow metres, but many we would 
not be able to use in such a shallow river.’ 
 
A D grade piece of coursework tended to draw more limited conclusions and failed to 
suggest ways in which the study could be extended: 
‘In this picture it shows another type of damage. It shows an eroded surface. This is due 
to the climate and human activity. The rainy season in Kuwait makes this half eroded 
surface become looser than before. You can work this out using a climate graph.’ 
 
The C grade students tended to produce well-organised studies which showed evidence of 
logical thought. Page numbers and a contents page were usually present, and diagrams 
were frequently incorporated into the text. 
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However, this degree of planning and organisation was often absent from the D grade 
coursework. Despite containing some high quality maps and diagrams, the studies lacked 
division into separate sections, and pagination, contents pages and headings were usually 
missing. This limited the candidates’ ability to score highly in criterion 5. 
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