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Introduction
This has been the first sitting of the revised Pearson / Edexcel International GCSE in Geography. The

old and new specifications have the similar demand in terms of content and assessment

expectations, although the assessment is now more closely aligned with the home-based GCSE

Geography. It is worth reminding at this stage of the fact that the revised International GCSE has:

Moved to the new grading system of 9-1

Uses standardised command language and instructions for all questions

Has AOs that are fixed for the lifetime of the specification.

In addition, best practice would suggest

The development of an overall strategy skills integration as well as AO2 and AO3

Scope for linking some case studies to fieldwork

The development of maths and quantitative skills alongside synthesis skills

Academic writing nurtured and celebrated as part of the course

Use of published International GCSE command words in formative and internally assessments

and any self-developed mark schemes rewarding for the appropriate response.

This examination paper, as with the others in the series, had been very clearly anticipated through

the sample assessment materials (SAMs) issued at the same time as the specification, and the

specimen papers that followed it. The structure of this 4GE1_02, was identical to those that many

centres had used as practice paper or mocks with their candidates.

Broadly speaking, the paper can be divided into three different types of assessment: Section A, B

and C. All Sections have elements of the legacy but are examined differently. Section A and C in

particular, require less case study information and recall, instead more application and analysis.

Section B the fieldwork was problematic for many. Section C uses multiple resources in the final 12

mark question and candidates need to recognise that these must be used explicitly throughout

their answers at this point. Descriptive case study material is unlikely to add much extra credit

unless its used in the context of evidence to support an argument or point of reason.

There was also some confusion regarding how to prepare effectively for the fieldwork (Section B)

part of the paper. The division between the ‘familiar’ questions that question candidates about their

own fieldwork and the ‘unfamiliar’ questions that present scenarios that the candidates are invited

to assess, is important.
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Preparing candidates for the ‘familiar’ questions is reasonably straightforward as long as centres

ensure that their candidates are engaged in the process from the very start when selecting

locations and sites for data collection. They need not have detailed recall of numeric data, but they

do need to have an overview of the titles / focus and results, as well as a familiarity with specified

data collection methods and presentation techniques. Candidates should be taken through the

possible question types that can occur in this section of the paper and the reasonable expectations

about their recall of their own fieldwork. Questions more than likely will focus on justification
and explanation, much more than descriptive recall.

It is a different task to prepare students for the ‘unfamiliar’ questions, which will pose scenarios

that candidates are invited to analyse before offering an assessment of a proposition offered to

them in the question. The appropriate skills to use here need practice built around the empowering

of candidates to ‘take-on’ the data / information and to understanding its relevance and possible

limitations. Once again, there were many answers that suggested that some candidates found the

activity extremely challenging.

Despite some relatively new and admittedly challenging question types, it is important to celebrate

the very many excellent answers from candidates who understood the challenges of the paper and

had been thoroughly prepared in addressing the challenges of the International GCSE effectively.
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Question 1 (d) 

In this type of question its very important to use information directly from the resource. Here we

have explicit reference to Figure 1a and the evidence taken from that image. There is no need to fill

all the white space for the two marks.

In this type of response its very important to use information directly from the resource. Hence the

need to use clear evidence from what is shown, rather than what might be assumed.

Here we have explicit reference to Figure 1a and the evidence taken from

that image. So two marks. There is no need to fill all the white space for

the two marks.
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Question 1 (f) 

“Reasons” are key here rather than case study recall. Rememeber that these shortish "explain"

questions are common on the International GCSE, making up a good proportion of the total

available marks.

Remember that these shortish "explain" questions are common on the International GCSE, making

up a good proportion of the total available marks.

This answer has scored a 2+2.
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Question 1 (g) 

The three-mark explain questions are less common, but can be challenging since there is a need to

show a double development of the ideas. In this response, slightly unusually, bullets have been

used to develop the explanation. This may be an effective process for some candidates as it will

help then to logically link together ideas that form their answer.

These 3-mark explain questions can be challenging since they require "double development".

Candidates should be reminded that they need not copy the stem of the question before starting to

give the reason. Its common for candiates to give two separate reasons here; only one will be

credited.

In this response, slightly unusually, bullets have been used to develop the

explanation. This may be an effective process for some candidates as it

will help then to logically link together ideas that form their answer.

Continuous prose would be more normal for this type of response but

structuring like this example is fine.
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Question 1 (h) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify problems but some failed to link it meaningfully to

a developing or emerging country. Please note that UAE, Saudi, Qatar which featured in some

responses are classified as developed or VHHD. Candidates who got the location wrong, were still

rewarded some credit for a “way” that energy has created problems.

This is a clear 2+2 response with very clear explanation, e.g. reliance on

fossil fuels.....has incrased CO2......contributing to global warming. So a

linked set of ideas.
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Question 1 (i) 

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with the

candidates own knowledge and understanding. They are not case study questions, but are in fact

much more applied. The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (4AO3 and 4AO4) is

tested in the other options which for Q2 and Q3. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which

are fixed from year to year. Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how

to use the resource as part of their argument.
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This has reached L3. To quote from the levels MS:

Applies understanding to deconstruct information and provide logical

connections between concepts throughout. A balanced, well-developed

argument that synthesises relevant understanding coherently leading to

judgements that are supported by evidence throughout. (AO3)

Uses geographical skills to obtain accurate information that supports all

aspects of the argument. (AO4).

Approching this particular set of AOs is a learnt skill and must be practised

as part of the learning.
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Question 2 (d) 

With these type of questions, where there is an AO3 mark coming from the resource, it is key to use

direct evidence. In this instance from the photograph.

Clear use of the photograph...."turned into a zoo-like experience", gets the

AO3 credit, and then the fact that families will be expected to pay for the

viist / entrace fee, secures the second mark here (AO2).

When there is a resource must explicitly refer to evidence from it.
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Question 2 (f) 

Many candidates confused developed and emerging / devoping when refering to places. This limits

the number of available marks.

In this response, about Kenya, the maximum score was only 2 since this is

not an example of a developed country. The reasons are taken as generic,

so can score 1+1.

12     IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02



This is a 2+2. "Changes" in the context of many answers was taken as

having a broad meaning.
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Question 2 (g) 

"Trend" is a a term often used by Geographers, but it presented a number of challenges to

candidates. A mark was given for indetification of the direction, i.e. an increase and then further

marks for development based around a logical reason.

This has scored 3 marks. Identifies increase, and then goes on to show

"double development" through the explanation.

These 3 marks questions can be difficult, so candidates need to practise

how to model a response that develops a single idea or reason.
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This again has been rewarded 3 marks. Shows explicit use of the resource

in the centre of the response, and then there are linked ideas, forming a

single reason, at the beginning and end of the response.
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Question 2 (h) 

The mark scheme makes it clear that there is a maximum of 2 marks when no named developing

country is used in context, or a developed country is used instead. Unfortunately a proportion of

candidates used incorrect locations and examples.

Here it is clear to see explicit groups and ognaisations stated. This candidate shows good AO2

knowldge and understanding.

A 2+2 answer, with good detail. Groups are explicit. Location is valid.

Candidates do not need to write to this level of detail howvever to secure

maximum marks here.
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Question 2 (i) 

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with the

candidates own knowledge and understanding. They are not case study questions, but are in fact

much more applied. The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (4AO3 and 4AO4) is

tested in the other options. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to

year. Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use the resource

as part of their argument.

With a diagram such as Figure 2c, references to the information (AO3 and AO4) are likley to be

more implicit that explicit, because of the nature of the resource. This is the case with this

response, however its strength its its ability to "blend" argument with the ideas that are in the

resource.
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There were examples of responses that were stronger than this particular

one, nonetheless, it was felt that this candidate had enough AO3 and AO4

to get to the top of L3. Its AO4 is perhaps the weaker element.

This answer could perhaps have been made even stronger if there were

one or two more explicit..."in Figure 2c" type ideas as well as a more

identifiable conclusion.
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Question 3 (d) 

As mentioned previoulsy, in this type of question its very important to use information directly from

the resource. Examiners will be rewarding an explicit reference to Figure 3a and the evidence taken

from that image. There is no need to fill all the white space for the two marks.

This gets two marks as it uses explicit information from the photograph.

Candidates would be well advised to practise handling and interpretation

of different types of images, e.g. satellite, oblique air, landscape-types

shots.

IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02     19



Again another clear 2 marks response using the image (AO3) and then

linking it with an suggestion (which is an explaination when there is a

resource provided).
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Question 3 (f) 

Overall this question was successfuly answered when there was reasonable knowldge and

undertanding applied - an AO2 skill.

In this example there is not an excessive level of detail provided, but the

candidate has done enough to get 2+2 marks. Some candidates wrote too

much on these sorts of questions and may well have found themselves

pushed for time elsewhere on the paper.
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Question 3 (g) 

As mentioned in question 1g, these three-mark explain questions are less common, but can be

challenging since there is a need to show a double development of the idea, or in this instance a

single factor selected from the resource.

This candidate has written rather a lot, and could have been more

succinct, however there is a sequence of three linked ideas based around

the single factor that secures 3 marks.
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In questions like this, it is worth reminding candidates that there is no

marks directly for stating the factor as this is just a lift directly from the

resource, Figure 3b.
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Question 3 (h) 

Location, Kenya is incorrect, but some credit for generic changes in the

rural-urban fringe. So 2 marks overall.

24     IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02



Correctly located, and shows clear explanation (AO2 skill). So a 2+2

response.
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Question 3 (i) 

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with the

candidates own knowledge and understanding. They are not case study questions, but are in fact

much more applied. The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (4AO3 and 4AO4) is

tested in the other options in Q1 and Q2. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed

from year to year. Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use

the resource as part of their argument.
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Clear analysis of Figure 3c in this reponse, developing logical reasoning.

Again this response may have been strengthened with a more obvious

conclusion to provide closure on the comments in the response.
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Question 4 (a) (b)

Please note that the comments made on Q4, also apply to Q5 and Q6 as the questions are in

parallel and the resources very similar.

Overall Section B presents a challenge for many candidates. There is a mixture familiar fieldwork

questions, i.e. work that the candidates have done themselves, then an 8-mark unfamiliar question.

This in many respects is testing a similar set of skills to the extended 8-mark qustions in 1i, 2i and

3i. Again the data from this part of the test shows candiadtes found difficulty in understanding both

the process of enquiry and the language of fieldwork.
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Questions 4aii and 4b had a wide latitude in the markscheme as to what

was acceptable. In this response the candidate shows some

understanding of the sampling approach being able to cover a large and

then developing this with a link to reliability. Perhaps, more

strightforwardly they may have said....It allowed find out about the spatial

variation in the area of study (1) so that we knew that we would get good

area coverage to minimise bias (1).

Many candidates interpreted risk as the risk of collecting poor quality data,

rather than risk in the sense of a H&S risk. Both of these different ideas

could be given credit, so this response got 2 marks for 4b.

Many students struggled with the right language to express thesleves in

parts of Section B. A fieldwork glossary would be a sensible addition to the

geography folder!
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Question 4 (c) 

The biggest difficulty candidates had on this particular question was understanding the instruction

to annotate, and then being able to justify the site selection.
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This response has scored 3 marks for: locations that that can be real and

can be identified, e.g. Emroy Street (1), the location of the fieldwork / sites

(1) and also some ideas around who was asked (1) in the brief annotation.

Although this did get three marks, its still a shame that the candidate

really didn't justify the site location.

Candidates should be involved in the whole enquiry process, especially the

planning aspects so that they can explain for instance, why particular

locations or sites might have been chosen.

IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02     31



32     IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02



Another example of a response showing location aspects and clear site

details (the numbers beside the roads), but once again a shame that the

justification on "how" is not fully developed.
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Question 4 (d) 

Again another familar fieldwork question based on the candidate’s own experiences. A number of

examiners report blank spaces or only the completion of one limitation. For these type of fieldwork

questions, its a good idea to be prepared for two of everything, e.g. two methods to collect data,

two presentation, two analysis etc.

Examiners were able to use quite a liberal interpretation of "qualitative"

data, and so part (1) of this response is taken as being an interview.

Questionnaires were also allowed, unless the candidate explicitly was

refering to closed questions for instance. It would be beneficial for

candidates to use more obvious techniques that were either qualitative or

quantitative.
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A number of responses showed these characteristics, i.e. too brief and

lacking specifics. For an explain questions its important to think that the

response cannot just state a limitation without any context.

Qualitative and quantitive are fieldwork terms easily missused by

candidates.
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Question 4 (e) 

This is a question which is split into AO3 and AO4. In other words identifying ideas directly from

resources, and then making sense of them in a geographic way. In these unfamiliar questions, its

always important to read the preamble that gives a context for the question, in this instance on the

box on page 18 of the exam paper. This gives a clue as to to how to evaluate since it says that the

aim was to look at attitudes. Does the presentation shown actually help deliver that?

Once again AO3 and AO4 skills are being tested using extended writing and unseen information.
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Explict reference to the resource helps to secure AO4. Provides a number

of evaluative comments and ideas..."I believe that.....", "...this 3rd method

of presentation isnt good" etc. This contributes directly to the AO3. There

is also a brief conclusion which is good practice for an evaluation question

since it provides some closure.

Its a good idea to "take on" the resources and challenge their quality and

utility.

IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02     37



Question 7 (b) (ii)

Again there are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the resource.

To get the AO3 candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of countries from

the world map. Its not sufficent just to give a reason without specific use of information (or pattern)

from the map.

In (1) China is identified as having high CO

2

 and and idea around

mechanisation (industry) (1) so some development here. Then there is a

contrast with Kenya in (2), and although not very well expressed its just

enough to pick up another two marks for a contrasting idea in the pattern.
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This is perhaps a clearer answer in terms of geographical language and

competence, again identifying patterns from the map and then offering a

logical geographical explanation which gets the marks for the

development.

World maps are frequently used in exams so its a good idea for

candidates to have a recognition on how to interpret patterns from such

resources.
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Question 7 (c) 

This was generally well answered by the majority of candidates (mode of 4 marks) showing that

they had revised this particular part of the specification well. A wide range of responses wre

provided, and as long as there was a partial link to impacts on people, then credit was given.

Credit for idea of floods (1) (linkage to deforestation) and development

with death and injury (1) is just enough to get a second mark. Loss of

crops in the second part of the answer also gets credit and there is a

better developed explanation here with the link to food shortages and

then starvation. So 2+2.
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Question 7 (d) (ii)

The term "trend" is once again used in this question. It means that candidates need to provide an

overview (trend), e.g increase in emissions, and then perhaps use some data to make that explicit

and pick out a change in the rate between two data points.

Increase slightly (1) and then starts to decrease (1) supported with data

also (i.e. a year) gets 2 marks here.

Trend does not simply mean describing two data points in the resource.
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Question 7 (e) 

The command word "assess" was one that a significant number of candidates had difficulty in

understanding what it was they were meant to do. In the specification this is defined as: Use

evidence to determine the relative significance of something. Give consideration to all factors and

identify which are the most important. In other words candidates are required to rank and / or

make a judgement. Vary few were able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the

information provided. Other examples which are very similar are found in questions 8f and 9f.
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The assessment in this response is more implicit than explicit, but

nonetheless it is evident. This candidate also develops their own

knowledge and understanding through some additional information of

Madagascar, which helps with getting additional credit for the AO3 part of

this answer. There was sufficient evidence of assessment in this reponse

to get securely into the the top level-band.

Greater familiarity with the "assess" command instruction is strongly

recommended for future examinations.
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Question 7 (f) 

This question along with 8g and 9g has both a unique command word and unique set of AOs (AO2,

AO3 and AO4). What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the

question, and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through

reasoning or argument.
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This is a L3 response where the candidate shows good understanding of

concepts and interelationships in the geography. They also desconstruct

ideas across resources, with explicit use of data and evidence. There is

also a clear conclusion which shows the bringing-together of judgements.

Reference to particular Figures, e.g. 7c etc, helps demonstrate AO3 and

AO4.
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This answer is dominated by learnt information (AO2) but lacks reference

to the resources which is required. As a result, the mark is a low L2 score,

allowing some implicit credit for use of resources. It also lacks meaningful

judgements.

Too much AO2 "case study" leads to imbalance and typically a L1 or low L2

score.
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Question 8 (c) (ii)

Again there are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the resource.

To get the AO3 candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of countries from

the world map. Its not sufficent just to give a reason without specific use of information (or pattern)

from the map, since there is an AO3 mark here.

Makes specific reference to countries, either named or by grouping (e.g.

"emerging"). Gives two clear reasons, so 2+2 marks.

Pattern in a question is always going to require the explicit use of a

resource, in this instance identifying places, countries or regions.
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Question 8 (d) 

This question was generally successfully answered by those attemped it, with a modal score of 4,

showing good knowledge and understanding.

Gives two clear positive impacts, so scores 2+2 marks.
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Question 8 (e) (ii)

These types of questions demonstrate the need to practice AO3 skills, i.e. interpretation of different

types of maps, tables, graphs, images and other types resources.

Gets two marks. Refers to different pieces of data from the resource and

then compares the regions.

With these two mark responses there is a need to develop a little more

detail rather than simply stating one single fact, e.g. the average. In this

particular question, which has "differences", there is a need to offer some

kind of comparision.
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Question 8 (f) 

As in the previous 6-mark questions in Section C, the command "assess" was one that a very large

number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant to do. In the

specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of something.

Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important. In other words

candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Very few were able to do this, instead

simply resorting to copying the information provided.
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Good assessment provided in this response, making use of the resource

and then creating a judgement. An example of a L3 response.
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This answer was rather more typical at L2 which was more about "lifting"

information from Figure 8c, rather than providing a clear evaluation and

judgement.
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Question 8 (g) 

This question along with 7f and 9g has both a unique command word and unique set of AOs (AO2,

AO3 and AO4). What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the

question, and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through

reasoning or argument.
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This is a L3 response where the candidate shows good understanding of

concepts and interrelationships in the geography. They also deconstruct

ideas across resources, with explicit use of data and evidence. There is

also a clear conclusion which shows the bringing-together of judgements.

Candidates should practise "blending" their own ideas with unfamiliar

resources that are provided.
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A L2 answer. This lacks explicit reference to the resources specificed, i.e,

8a, 8b and 8c. It also lacks clear reference to impacts and places.
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Question 9 (c) (ii)

Again there are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the resource.

To get the AO3 candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of countries from

the world map. Its not sufficent just to give a reason without specific use of information (or pattern)

from the map.

Mentions countries alongside two valid reasons, so 2+2 marks.

Pattern in a question is always going to require the explicit use of a

resource, in this instance identifying places, countries or regions.
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Question 9 (d) 

This question was generally successfully answered by those attemped it, with a modal score of 4,

showing good knowledge and understanding.

Two strategies provided. These were perhaps less obvious than trade or

aid, but were still recognised as credit-worthy, so 2+2.

Some candidates wrote far too much for these types of answers. There is

only ever a maximum of 4 marks!
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Question 9 (e) (ii)

These types of questions demonstrate the need to practice AO3 skills, i.e. interpretation of different

types of maps, tables, graphs, images and other types of resources.

Scores 2 marks. Gives two points here - increasing (1) and then decrease

rapidly (1). Uses data as well to support.

It's always good practise to use data to support responses such as this

where AO3 is being asked for.
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Question 9 (f) 

As in the previous 6-mark question in Section C, the command "assess" was one that a very large

number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant to do. In the

specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of something.

Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important. In other words

candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Very few were able to do this, instead

simply resorting to copying the information provided.

Candidate attempts to make clear judgements here...."in my opinion..."

Applies understanding to deconstruct information and provides some

logical connections between concepts. Explicit use of evidence from the

resource. This response gets maximum marks.

IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02     63



Assess means: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of

something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the

most important.
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Question 9 (g) 

This question along with 7f and 8g has both a unique command word and unique set of AOs (AO2,

AO3 and AO4). What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the

question, and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through

reasoning or argument.
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As in 8f, candidates should practise blending their own ideas with

unfamiliar resources that are provided. In these long extended answers

the skills of analytical discussion are very important.

Although it’s the last question, its high tarriff, so candidates should be

encouraged to attempt it.
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Paper Summary 
Based on their performance on this paper, there are four themes that should be carried forward

from this first round of the new International GCSE Geography assessments in general, as well as

on this, Paper 2. These are very much a reiteration of those that have been widely circulated at

Pearson training events and on the Pearson website.

1. The role of the AOs (Assessment Objectives) in teaching and in learning

Candidates need to appreciate that the extended writing questions 6, 8 and 12 marks are

dominated by AO2, AO3 and AO4.

Poorly balanced responses that concentrate on one of the AOs, or on AO1, in general will be

confined to level 1 or low-level 2. As a result, candidates would benefit from practising this type of

question from the beginning of the course. It would be a very useful class exercise to set an

example from Qs 1-3 and Qs 7-9 for the new Year 10 or Yr 11 candidates.

2. The need to use resources more

It was evident from this summer’s International GCSE that resources (maps, graphs, pictures)

remain challenging for many. The specification signals skills opportunities at the end of each topic,

but teachers should feel confident in using a wide range to support topic-teaching. Its also an

opportunity to update any resources that are used from textbooks, that quickly date and show

their age. Resources are used in the International GCSE to test quantitative as well as skills of

analysis.

3. The importance of the command words for International GCSE Geography

Candidates need to be comfortable with the ‘new’ and more demanding command words especially

'assess', 'evaluate' and ‘discuss’. There are several key points here:

Candidates should appreciate that, in most cases, they need to analyse a resource and extract

information from it before embarking on an assessment.

Candidates should understand that the nature of that assessment depends on the whole phrase at

the beginning of the question, as in ‘Assess the reasons…’, ‘Assess the factors…’ or ‘Discuss the

view...’

Candidates should recognise that for extended writing “assess” or “discuss” is more than a simple

explanation of a relationship or a pattern, but also an attempt to rank the most important reasons /

factors from the minor ones.
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4. Fieldwork and enquiry skills 

Section B of the paper exposed very marked differences across this, the first, cohort of candidates.

To improve candidate performance, knowledge of key terms (for example ‘quantitative data’) is

important and a glossary of these terms should be built up over the course.

Candidates also need to be confident so that they appreciate that the ‘unfamiliar’ fieldwork

scenarios will not be perfect, and they are encouraged to look at any data resources and data

critically. Practising these questions from the beginning of the course will help candidates

appreciate that these questions are not as difficult as they might imagine.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

70     IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


IGCSE Geography 4GE1 02     71



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



