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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR COURSEWORK
(SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT)

ANALYSIS

1 mark

2 marks

3 marks

. Description of the
problem

Brief description of the
background to the
business or organisation

Description of the
background to the
business or
organisation, together
with the nature of the
problem to be solved

. Objectives (must be
stated in relation
to the proposed
solution)

Objectives listed in
general business terms,
e.g. to make a process
faster, to save time or
resources

Objectives listed in
computer-related terms,
e.g. create a database,
sort, search a
database, edit a record
etc.

Objectives listed in
both general
business terms and
computer-related
terms

. Description of
existing solution

Incomplete description of
the current solution

A full description of the
current solution,
including data input
requirements

(data capture methods
and data dictionary, if
applicable) and
specifications, the data
processing and output
requirements and
specifications

. Evaluation of
existing solution

Incomplete evaluation of
the current solution

Complete evaluation of
the current solution
highlighting
advantages,
disadvantages and any
suggested
improvement(s)

. Description of other
possible solutions
(including the
proposed solution)

Description of one other
possible solution, i.e. the
proposed solution

Description of the new
proposed solution and
at least one other
solution

. Evaluation of other
possible solutions

Evaluation of the
advantages and
disadvantages of the
alternative solutions

Evaluation of the
advantages and
disadvantages of the
alternative solutions.
The choice of proposed
solution must be
justified.
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DESIGN

1 mark

2 marks

3 marks

4 marks

7. Action plan

Incomplete or
unclear action plan

Detailed action
plan, including
time schedule,
possibly a Gantt
chart/diagram

Detailed action
plan, including
time schedule
clearly linked to
the objectives in
section 2

8. Description of
the method of
solution. This
could be in the
form of top-
down design,
structure
diagrams,
flowcharts or
pseudocode.

Unclear or
confused method
of solution

Clear method of
solution but some
aspects of the
method of solution
are missing

Clear and detailed
description of the
method of solution,
including database
tables, any
relationships.

(Must include
annotation or
explanation of at
least one module
of any software
generated
coding/queries.)

9. Hardware

An incomplete list
of hardware

A complete list of
hardware

A detailed
specification

OR

A complete list of
hardware together
with at least two
reasons why such
hardware is
needed in the
context of the
proposed
solution

A detailed
specification
together with
reasons why at
least two items of
hardware are
needed in the
context of the
proposed
solution

10. Software

List of software
used

Description of the
software used

Justification as to
why this software
is being used or

written, e.g. why

two facilities are

needed from the

software

IMPLEMENTATION

1 mark

2 marks

11.

Method of solution related to
the problem by suitable
means, including the use of
annotated listings or
pseudocode, spreadsheet
formulas, database tables,
site plans of website

Description of the method of solution
described in generic terms

Description of the method of
solution described in specific
details relevant to the
problem

12. Accurate method of solution

Partly successful, some of the
computer-related objectives achieved
as listed previously

Completely successful, all of
the computer-related
objectives achieved as listed
previously
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TESTING

1 mark

2 marks

3 marks

4 marks

13. Test strategy
(must include
expected
results)

Incomplete test
strategy, which
must include the
data to be tested
together with the
expected results

Complete test
strategy, which
must include the
data to be tested
together with the
expected results

Complete test
strategy, which
must include the
data to be tested
together with
the expected
results and
linked to the
objectives in
section 2

14. Test results

One type of data

Two types of

All three types of

All three types of

(normal, tested (normal, data tested data tested data tested

extreme and extreme and (normal, extreme OR (normal, extreme

abnormal/non- abnormal/non-valid and abnormal/ and

valid data) data) non-valid data) Two types of abnormal/non-
data tested valid data) and
(normal, extreme linked to the
and abnormal/ objectives in
non-valid data) section 2
and linked to
the objectives
in section 2

DOCUMENTATION 1 mark 2 marks 3 marks
15. Technical Inadequate Satisfactory
documentation documentation documentation which

would enable
maintenance or
modification of the
system

16. User documentation

Inadequate or unclear
details

Clear details but
incomplete

Clear and complete
user guide

SYSTEM EVALUATION &
DEVELOPMENT

1 mark

2 marks

3 marks

17. Evaluation

Inaccurate or trivial
evaluation

Reasonable evaluation

Reasonable evaluation
linked to the objectives
in section 2

18. Developments (The
candidate does not
necessarily have to
be capable of
carrying out these
suggestions.)

Some improvements
suggested

Realistic and
meaningful suggestions
for development

TECHNICAL SKILL

1 mark

2 marks

3 marks

19. Technical skill

Basic use of the software

Competent average
skill

High level of skill in
using the software

The relevant page number(s) should be written underneath the marks awarded for each section in
the Individual Candidate Record Card.
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Copies of syllabuses, past papers and Examiners’ Reports are available on CD ROM and can be
ordered using the Publications Catalogue, which is available at www.cie.org.uk under
‘Qualifications & Diplomas’ — ‘Order Publications’.
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