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Introduction

The Edexcel International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) in Arabic (First
Language) is designed for schools and colleges. It is part of a suite of IGCSE qualifications
offered by Edexcel.

About this guide

This guide is for teachers who are delivering, or planning to deliver, the Edexcel IGCSE in
Arabic (First Language) qualification. The guide supports you in delivering the course content
and explains how to raise the achievement of your students. The guide:

e provides details of Assessment Objectives (AO) and criteria

e shows you how to use the assessment criteria, throughout the course of study, to indicate
individual student development and performance

e provides information for new centres about how to structure the teaching.






Contents

Why choose this qualification?
Support from Edexcel
Section A: Qualification content

Information for Edexcel centres

Information for centres starting the Edexcel IGCSE for the first time
Section B: Assessment
Assessment overview

Assessment overview

Paper 1
Paper 2 (continuous writing)

Grammatical usage
Assessment Objectives and weightings

Relationship of Assessment Objectives to papers for IGCSE

Section C: Planning and teaching

Course planner

O W w W N =

11
13
15

16
18

19
19






Why choose this qualification?

The Edexcel IGCSE in Arabic (First Language):
e is assessment through two compulsory written papers

e gives the choice of writing tasks in Paper 2, allowing students to demonstrate a range of
writing styles

e encourages reading of both contemporary and classical Arabic, fiction and non-fiction
e gives language awareness and usage assessed through grammatical exercises.

Go to www.edexcel.com/igcse2009 for more information about this IGCSE and related sources.
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Support from Edexcel

We are dedicated to giving you exceptional customer service. Details of our main support
services are given below. They will all help you to keep up to date with IGCSE 2009.

Website

Our dedicated microsite www.edexcel.com/igcse2009 is where you will find the resources and
information you need to successfully deliver IGCSE qualifications. To stay ahead of all the
latest developments visit the microsite and sign up for our email alerts.

Ask Edexcel

Ask Edexcel is our free, comprehensive online enquiry service. Use Ask Edexcel to get the
answer to your queries about the administration of all Edexcel qualifications. To ask a question
please go to www.edexcel.com/ask and fill out the online form.

Ask the Expert

This free service puts teachers in direct contact with over 200 senior examiners, moderators and
external verifiers who will respond to subject-specific queries about IGCSE 2009 and other
Edexcel qualifications.

You can contact our experts via email or by completing our online form. Visit
www.edexcel.com/asktheexpert for contact details.

Regional offices

If you have any queries about the IGCSE 2009 qualifications, or if you are interested in offering
other Edexcel qualifications your Regional Development Manager can help you. Go to
www.edexcel.com/international for details of our regional offices.

Head Office — London

If you have a question about IGCSE 2009 and are not sure who you need to ask email us on
IGCSE2009@edexcel.com or call our Customer Services Team on +44 (0) 1204770696.

Training

A programme of professional development and training courses, covering various aspects of the
specification and examination is available. Go to www.edexcel.com for details.
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Section A: Qualification content

Information for Edexcel centres

The specification content remains unchanged from Edexcel IGCSE Arabic (First Language)
(4308).

Information for centres starting the Edexcel IGCSE for the first
time
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Section B: Assessment

Assessment overview

The table below gives you an overview of the assessment for this course.

We recommend that you make this information available to students so that they are fully
prepared and know exactly what to expect in each assessment.

Percentage Marks Availability
weighting
The examination paper has three 70% of total 70 2 hours | June — first
sections. 15 assessment

e Section 1 (Reading): Short-answer minutes | June 2011

comprehension questions based on
a reading passage.

e Section 2 (Writing): Students are
presented with a short text and
required to summarise it. Students
are required to produce a piece of
directed writing.

e Section 3 (Grammatical usage):
Grammatical usage tested in a
series of exercises.

Percentage Marks Availability
weighting
The examination requires students to 30% of total 60 1 hour June — first
produce two pieces of continuous 30 assessment
writing. minutes | June 2011
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Assessment overview

Paper 1

Two hours and 15 minutes, which includes 10 minutes recommended reading time.

The paper has a total of 70 marks.

Paper 1 has three sections.

Section 1 (30 marks)

This section assesses students’ reading comprehension through a series of short-answer
comprehension questions based on a reading passage. No marks will be deducted for poor
quality of written communication provided this does not change meaning.

This section will carry a maximum mark of 30. Students are advised to spend about 45 minutes
on this section.

Section 2 (20 marks)
Section 2 is divided into two parts.

In Part One, students will be presented with a short text which they will need to summarise.
There will be 10 marks available for the summary.

In Part Two, students will be required to produce a piece of directed writing based on the theme
of the text from Part One. The task will require students to write in a given form for a specified
purpose and audience. The form might include a letter, a speech, a report or an article. Ten
marks will be available for this writing task. The question will be marked according to the
assessment grid on page 4 of the specification.

Students are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on Section 2 (Parts One and Two
combined).
Section 3 (20 marks)

This section tests students’ grammatical usage in a series of exercises. A guide to grammatical
usage is available on our website www.edexcel.com/igcse2009. The maximum mark available
is 20. Students are advised to spend about 30 minutes on this section.
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Paper 2 (continuous writing)

One hour and 30 minutes.
This paper has a total of 60 marks.

For paper 2 students need to produce two pieces of continuous writing. Students choose two
titles from a choice of six and are advised to write about 300 words on each of their chosen
topics. There is no penalty for exceeding or falling below this guideline, within reason.

The six titles could include a range of writing styles and purposes, such as discursive, narrative,
persuasive, descriptive, explanatory and informative.

A form of writing can be specified, such as a letter, a report, a journalistic article or a speech.

A readership for the piece of writing may be specified, such as the student’s classmates, a
teacher or local people.

Each piece of writing will be marked out of 30 according to the marking grid on pages 6-7 of
the specification. The total mark out of 60 for the two pieces of writing will be scaled to 30 per
cent of the overall assessment.

Students will be assessed on three areas:

e communication and content (18 marks out of 30)

e knowledge and application of language (six marks out of 30)
e accuracy (6 marks out of 30).

The overall time of 1 hour 30 minutes includes reading and thinking time. Students are advised
to spend about 45 minutes on each of their two pieces of writing.
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Grammatical usage

Students are expected to have full knowledge and understanding of the following grammatical
usage which will be tested in Paper 1, Section 3.

Students should have an understanding of the two types of sentence:
e verbal (beginning with a verb)

e nominal (beginning with the subject).

Students should be able to identify, describe and write accurately morphemes or distinctive
features of words, with regard to their context and grammatical functions.

More detail about grammatical usage is given in the Grammatical Usage document
available to download from the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com).
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Assessment Objectives and weightings

% in IGCSE

16

AOl1: Reading
(i) read arange of texts with understanding of explicit and
implicit meanings and attitudes
.o . . . . . . 40%
(i1) follow an argument, distinguishing between fact and opinion
(iii) extract, summarise and present appropriately relevant
information from a text.
AO2: Writing
(i) communicate in writing clearly and imaginatively, using and
adapting forms for different readers and purposes
(i) organise their writing into clear and coherent sentences and 40%
whole texts
(ii1) use accurate spelling, and observe the conventions of
punctuation.
AQO3: Grammatical usage
(i) show an understanding of grammatical topics: cases, 20%
vocalisation, vocabulary choices and syntax.
TOTAL 100%
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Relationship of Assessment Objectives to papers for
IGCSE

Assessment Objective

Total for AO1,

Paper number ‘ AO2 and AO3
Paper 1 40% 10% 20% 70%
Paper 2 0% 30% 0% 30%
Total for IGCSE 40% 40% 20% 100%
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Section C: Planning and teaching

Course planner
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