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Sizwe Bansi is Dead
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Plot Outline
Styles’s Photographic Studio – New Brighton, Port Elizabeth
nameboard, desk, odds & ends

Styles enters, reads newspaper – improvised monologue

anecdote of Henry Ford Jr’s visit to Ford factory

-Styles’s translation for “Baas” Bradley

-letdown of visit

Styles’s realisation that he was a “monkey”

setting up of his studio

cockroach fight

Styles’s work as photographer – dreams of the people: reference book, funeral, education certificates, family card
Styles’s father

Man enters, gives name as Robert Zwelinzima
takes photos to send to wife

Man merges into photo of himself; reads letter to wife


-Sizwe Bansi is dead


-looking for job in Port Elizabeth, got into trouble ( Buntu...

Buntu’s house – New Brighton

table and two chairs

Buntu enters, shake hands

Man tells Buntu problem; Man can’t read, but must go home to King William’s Town
Buntu enacts the bureaucrats and Man’s possible punishment

Buntu describes what could happen if Sizwe knows a white man

Buntu tells him to return home, Sizwe doesn’t want to work in mines

Man & Buntu chit-chat about family

Buntu gives his death and “going home” speech

Buntu exits, Man continues letter


-describes Sky’s place

Outside Sky’s shebeen – New Brighton

men are drunk
Man (drunk) addresses audience, Buntu enters and acknowledges audience

chit-chat

Ciskeian independence
start to set off home; Buntu discovers corpse & finds passbook

Buntu wants to leave, Sizwe upset about disregard for dead man

Man & Buntu exit

Buntu’s house – New Brighton

as before

Buntu suggests swapping passbooks; Sizwe does not want to lose name, is confused

Buntu visualises Man’s possible new life as Robert Zwelinzima, Sizwe plays along

Buntu teaches Sizwe Native Identity number; return to role-play

Buntu acts out “burial society” & police encounter

Sizwe is convinced, agrees to try plan

Buntu talks about treatment by white men, wishes Man good luck
Buntu exits; Man finishes letter
Styles takes last photo
