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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

� Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
� Section A: answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected 

from two prescribed topics only.
� Section B: answer one question.
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 SECTION A  [30 marks]

Answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected from two prescribed 
topics only.

1.  The Homer epic:

 (a)  Homer Od. 21.118-39

 (i) Scan lines 122-3 ( ). [2 marks]

 (ii) How are lines 128-9 ( ) especially significant 
for the plot?  What do we learn about Telemachus and Odyssesus from 
them? [3 marks]

 (iii) Translate  (lines 134-5). [3 marks]

 (iv) What do Telemachus’ actions in lines 136-9 ( ) 
suggest to the suitors? [2 marks]
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(b) Homer Od. 21.396-415

 (i) What has been happening immediately before this passage? [3 marks]

 (ii) In what ways do the suitors display their character in this passage? [2 marks]

 (iii) Translate  (lines 402-3). [3 marks]

 (iv) Scan lines 408-9 ( ). [2 marks]
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2.  Greek Tragedy:

 (a)  Euripides Medea 271-91

 (i) What has happened before this scene? [2 marks]

 (ii) Translate  (lines 278-9). [3 marks]

 (iii) Scan lines 282-3 ( ). [2 marks]

 (iv) What do we learn about Creon from what he says in lines 282-91? [3 marks]
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(b)  Euripides Medea 764-83

 (i) Who has, in the scene before this passage, given Medea a route of escape 
from her problems, and how has he done it? [2 marks]

 (ii) Translate  (lines 776-7). [3 marks]

 (iii) Scan lines 778-9 ( ). [2 marks]

 (iv) What view of Medea’s character do you take from this passage?  How is 
your view intensified by what she says in the rest of this speech? [3 marks]
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3.  Aristophanes’ Comedy:

 (a)  Aristophanes Wasps 54-75

 (i) To whom is this speech addressed, and for what purpose? [2 marks]

 (ii) Translate  (lines 67-8). [3 marks]

 (iii) Scan lines 72-3 ( ). [2 marks]

 (iv) Explain the context and humour of  (lines 74-5). [3 marks]
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 (b)  Aristophanes Wasps 824-44

 (i) Scan lines 828 (  ) and 830 ( ). [2 marks]

 (ii) What specific concern of Philocleon is referred to in the phrase 
 (line 830)?  How is it resolved? [2 marks]

 (iii) Explain the humourous situation in  
(lines 836-42).  What politically humorous point lies behind it? [3 marks]

 (iv) Translate  (lines 839-40). [3 marks]
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4.  Herodotus and the beginnings of history

 (a)  Herodotus 1.34.1-35.1

 (i) What happens immediately before this passage?  How does the passage 
contribute to what happens next? [2 marks]

 (ii)  (line 2).  Suggest reasons why Herodotus mentions the 
dream here but does not tell us what it was until later in the passage. [2 marks]

 (iii) What steps does Croesus take in the light of the dream? [3 marks]

 (iv) Translate  (line 17-19). [3 marks]
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 (b)  Herodotus 1.53.2-54.2

 (i) What impression do you think the Lydians’ brief speech in lines 3-7             
( ) is intended to convey?   Why should 
they wish to make this impression? [2 marks]

 (ii) What two questions do the Lydians put to the oracle on behalf of 
Croesus? [2 marks]

 (iii) Translate  (lines 16-19). [3 marks]

 (iv) What reply did the oracle give to the Lydians’ questions?  How did Croesus 
interpret the reply?  What did the oracle really mean?  On the evidence of 
this passage, what do you think was Herodotus’ attitude to oracles? [3 marks]
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5.  Socrates portrayed by Plato:

(a)  Plato Apology 22e6-23c1

 (i)  (line 1).  What was the enquiry 
referred to here? How had it arisen and been conducted?  What was its 
conclusion? [3 marks]

 (ii) For what reason, according to Socrates, does the god think that Socrates is 
wiser than other men? [2 marks]

 (iii) Translate  (lines 13-15). [3 marks]

 (iv)  (line 19). What disadvantages does Socrates 
claim to have suffered as a result of his service to the god? [2 marks]
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(b)  Plato Apology 24c4-e8

 (i) To what charge brought by Meletus is Socrates responding in the first 
paragraph of this passage?  What countercharge does Socrates make? [2 marks]

 (ii) Translate  (line 7-8). [3 marks]

 (iii)  (lines 14-15).  What is Socrates’ attitude 
towards Meletus here?  What conclusion does he go on to draw? [3 marks]

 (iv)  (line 25).  Explain why Meletus is here in 
difficulties, whichever answer he gives. [2 marks]
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   SECTION B  [10 marks]

Answer one question from this section.

6.  Choose an incident in Odyssey 21 or 22 which you particularly enjoyed, and explain the reasons for 
your choice.

7.  What, if anything, do we learn from the Medea about the status of women in classical Athens?

8.  On the evidence provided by either the Wasps or the Acharnians, discuss Aristophanes’ attitude to 
political life in classical Athens.

9.  Is Herodotus an entertainer or a teacher?

10.  What, if anything, do we learn about the best way to live our lives from reading Plato?  You should 
refer to at least two dialogues.


