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Mark schemes are prepared by the Principal Examiner and considered, together 
with the relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme 
includes any amendments made at the standardisation meeting attended by all 
examiners and is the scheme which was used by them in this examination.  The 
standardisation meeting ensures that the mark scheme covers the candidates� 
responses to questions and that every examiner understands and applies it in the 
same correct way.  As preparation for the standardisation meeting each examiner 
analyses a number of candidates� scripts: alternative answers not already covered 
by the mark scheme are discussed at the meeting and legislated for.  If, after this 
meeting, examiners encounter unusual answers which have not been discussed at 
the meeting they are required to refer these to the Principal Examiner.   
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases 
further developed and expanded on the basis of candidates� reactions to a 
particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark schemes on the basis of one 
year�s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of assessment 
remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper.   
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READING TESTS 
Notes on the Marking Scheme 
Non-verbal Answers 
Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
Verbal Answers (English or Target Language) 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that candidates should gain credit for what they know, understand and can do.  The following guidance should be 

borne in mind when marking. 
 (a) Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without ambiguity.  This applies whether the answer is 

in English or in the target language.  A separate assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required on these papers because of the 
nature of the answers.  However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks cannot be awarded where errors in 
spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate the required information without ambiguity. 

 (b) Where a candidate has given alternatives or additional information in answer, the following criteria should be applied: 
  - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous, accept; 
  - if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 

 (c) Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for correct answers, no matter which line they 
appear on. 

 (d) Where a question has more than one section, a candidate may include as part of the answer to one section the information required to answer 
another section.  For instance, the information required to answer section (b) might be given as part of the answer to section (a).  In such cases, 
credit should be given for having answered section (b), provided that no incorrect answer has been given for that section in the correct place. 

 (e) Where a question or part of a question carries more than one mark, candidates are given credit for all the correct answers they give, even if they 
have given incorrect answers as well, except where any of the latter contradicts a correct answer that they have given. 

2. ...../..... means that these are acceptable alternative answers.  (.....) means that this information is not needed for full marks. 
 
3. In questions where candidates are asked to name, for example, three types of vegetable sold in the market, only the first three items they write down  
  should be considered. 
4. Accept 
- T/F/? 
- Target language equivalent as instructed in rubric (eg. V/F/PM or R/F/NT) 
- ✔ /X/? 
- a mix and match approach using the above, where the response is clear and unambiguous (eg. T and ✔  are both used by the candidate). 
5. In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than 
 one.  If the rubric instructs them to write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number outside the box too, then the 
 answer in the box should be considered. 
2. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt: 

- look for the key idea, where this is appropriate. 
- NFP = no further penalty 
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READING TESTS 
 

Foundation Tier 
 

SECTION A: Questions and Answers in English (Reject answers in Urdu for this Section) 
 

 Accept Mark Reject 

1 A Vegetables/Fruit shop/Grocery 

B Clothes/Fabric shop/Any clothing item 

C Toys/Games 

D Books/Stationery Shop 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

 

Sports shop 

Paper shop/newsagent 

2 
 

A Make a line/queue 
B No Smoking 
C No food or drink in cinema/Eating or drinking (any one) 
 

1 
1 
1 

Ticket 

3 i) E 
ii) F 

1 
1 
 

 

4 i) C 
ii) A 
iii) B 
iv) E 
v) G 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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 Accept Mark Reject 

5 i) A 

ii) H 

iii) G 

1 

1 

1 

 

6 i) D 
ii) B 
iii) H 
iv) G 
 

1 
1 
1 
1 

 

7 ii) D 
iii) F 
iv) A 
v) H 
 

1 
1 
1 
1 
 

 

8 i) F 
ii) D 
iii) A 

1 
1 
1 
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 Accept Mark Reject 

9 i) D 

ii) B 

iii) F 

 

1 

1 

1 

 

10 

    
 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 

 

Total Marks 35 

a) 
 
b) 
 
c) 
 
d) 
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Higher Tier 
 
Section A Questions and Answers in Urdu 
 
 
 Accept Marks Reject 

1 ii) D 
 
iii) F 
 
iv) A 
 
v) H 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

 

2 i) F 
 
ii) D 
 
iii) A 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 

 

3 i) D 
 
ii) B 
 
iii) F 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
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 Accept Marks Reject 

4  

   
 

 
1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 

 

5 ii) E 
 
iii) A 
 
iv) B 
 
v) F 
 
vi) D  
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

 

6 i) B 
 
ii) E 
 
iii) G 
 
iv) J 

1 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 

 

 
 

a) 
 
b) 
 
c) 
 
d) 
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 Accept Marks Reject 

7 B/D/F (in any order) 

 

3  

8 i) A 

ii) B 

iii) D 

iv) A 

v) B 

vi) D 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

9 i) C 

ii) E 

iii) B 

iv) F 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Section B Questions and Answers in English 
 

 Accept Marks Reject 

10 a) Childhood passion/interest/since birth/early 
 days/beginning/school days/students 
 Took part in school�s drama. 
 Learnt a great deal from Urdu/English films. 
 (accept any one for 1 mark) 

b) They did not impose their wishes on Shah Rukh. 
 They helped and encouraged him. 
 Took interest in Shah Rukh�s film career and did not create 
 obstacles. 
 They have appeared to be understanding, not being authoritarian, 

against the tradition of most Asian parents e.g. not forcing Shah 
Ruhk to become an officer etc. 

c) He feels about social injustice in the world. 
 Poor people are becoming poorer and richer  becoming richer. 
 He wants to do something about it. 
 (Any two details for 2 marks) 

d) He would like to open schools for poor children/in remote areas 
 of India. 
 He thinks education is the only way for poor people  to get out 

of poverty. 
 (Both for 2 marks) 

e) He feels quite a lot about his family. 
 He takes care of them and fulfils their legitimate demands. 
 He does not allow his film career to affect his family life in any 

shape or form. 
 He is actor on stage/shooting but father and husband at home. 
 (accept any two for 2 marks) 

 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

College/University 

Total Marks = 45 
 

 




