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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF)

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2010.

Students in Year 11 (or in the second year of their course)
submitting work for assessment in June 2011 may also use this
version of the TPF.

Students starting the course in September 2010 must use the
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to
download from the AQA website.

Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up,
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms
produced by students.
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Student 1 Commentary

Task 1 – An article for the school magazine on my home and local area

Notes

 The task is well designed and offers lots of scope for the candidate. In bullet 3, the addition
of ‘and why’ after ‘your opinion of it’ and in bullet 6 ‘and why you feel this way’ at the end,
would have prompted explanations of points of view, needed for 10-15 marks under
Content.

 The candidate has made good use of the task planning form using the full quota of words
which are generally spelt accurately. Verbs rightly appear as infinitives, except in one case,
baña, and this did not appear in the final piece anyway.

Content - 14

This is a very good response. It is fully relevant to the title – the last paragraph perhaps strays a
little, but there is a link to where the candidate wishes to live in the future. The response is detailed
and information is almost always conveyed clearly – the attempted sentence upon the shopping
centre is unclear; there is a contradiction about the cleanliness of Nottingham and En Nottingham
lleve would not be understood were it not followed by pero a veces hace sol. Ideas and points of
view are frequent and almost always explained. The piece has a well organised structure.

Range of Language - 8

The first paragraph mainly uses fairly basic language. The second paragraph relies a little heavily
upon hay and se puede with some listing of infinitives. This is the reason for the piece not reaching
9-10 band. There is, however, a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including
accurate references to the past and the future. More complex structures are attempted and are
mostly successful – Vivimos en esta casa deste (sic) hace tres años…esperro (sic) vivir en una
casa que tenga seis habitaciones – and each of the future references in the final paragraph is
introduced with different structures: espero / quiero / tengo intención + infinitives, as well as a
future tense.

Accuracy – 5

The piece is largely accurate and, although some errors do occur, they do not impede
communication. Verb and tense formations are secure.

Total mark: 27/30
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Student 1 Commentary

Task 2 - Healthy living

Notes

 Again, the task is well designed but would benefit from the prompting of explanations of
ideas and points of view.

 The candidate again made good use of the task planning form, though it should be noted
that the use of pictures/symbols (i.e. the smiley faces, crosses and football) is no longer
acceptable and must not occur in plans written by students starting their courses from
September 2010 onwards.

Content - 11

This is a mostly relevant response to the task – the very brief section upon helping parents and
doing homework does not obviously address the title. A lot of information is conveyed clearly,
though that clarity is lost on occasion – the infinitive jugar at the start of the second paragraph / no
tengo hacer deporte / the use of se deben in the last paragraph when debería is required. Ideas
and points of view are frequently expressed and often explained.

Range of Language - 6

This response is better than the 3-4 band since vocabulary goes beyond the basic needs of the
task and structures are not mostly simple. However, the response does not reach the good variety
of vocabulary and structures required for the 7-8 band and there is little attempt at complex
sentences, successful or otherwise. As such, the 5-6 band applies, with some variety in vocabulary
and structures and clear attempts at longer sentences using appropriate linking words – y / porque
/ sin embargo / pero, though not always successfully – continuación.

Accuracy - 3

The response is more accurate than inaccurate. Verb forms and tense formations are sometimes
unsuccessful – me gustaría for me gusta / jugar for juego / practicipe for participé / intertanté for
intentaré. Generally, the intended meaning is clear.

Total mark 20/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 1 - An account of a holiday

Notes

 While no details of the specific bullet points of the task are provided here – there is no
specific requirement to do so – the title is clear, both on the task planning form and on the
candidate’s response.

 Centres are advised to choose a title which is broad enough to ensure that candidates’
responses are fully relevant to that title. A key aspect of the Content marking criteria is the
relevance of the response to the task (i.e. the title). While in this case the candidate’s mark
has not suffered, the title Holidays, for example, would allow for much greater relevant
scope than a more restricting title like An account of a holiday.

 The candidate has split the plan into five distinct sections which may well assist with a well
organised structure. The candidate has rightly deleted (so that they cannot be read) two
conjugated verbs. Again, it should be noted that the use of pictures/symbols (i.e. the rain
cloud) is no longer acceptable and must not occur in plans undertaken by students starting
their courses from September 2010 onwards.

Content - 11

This is a good response. The title is specific and requires an account of a holiday. As such, the
rather confused fifth paragraph and the ideal holiday of the last paragraph are not strictly relevant.
A lot of information is conveyed clearly, but the 13-15 band would not be considered since there
are occasions when that clarity is lost – porque de tiempo tu mucho calor/ Un primera día iria el
discoteco / En el futuro fui a Estados Unidos. Ideas and points of view are expressed, though
again with occasional problems - Me gustaría volver allí porque de comido ser agradable.

Range of language - 7

There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures – Lo que me gustó fue… / En
general, hizo un tiempo maravilloso. / Si fuera rico, iría de vacaciones… While some more
complex sentences are attempted, they are not handled with confidence; in fact, some less
complex sentences are not successful, as, for example, those cited above.

Accuracy - 4

The response is generally accurate. Errors are not confined to more complex sentences, but this
piece is better than the descriptor for 3 marks. Verb and tense formations are usually correct, but
the attempt at a paragraph in the future is written in the past and there are one or two notable
verbal errors – mis amigos es muy divertido / Un primera día iria el discoteco (when fui was
probably intended).

Total mark 22/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 2 - School and Future Plans

Notes

 The candidate has again split the plan to assist with the structure of the response. Two
conjugated verbs have been deleted so that they are illegible. The use of pictures/symbols
(i.e. ticks, crosses and arrows) would no longer be acceptable.

Content - 13

The more general nature of this title allows the candidate’s response to be fully relevant and this is
a fairly detailed response – it just goes beyond ‘a lot of information clearly conveyed’ (10-12),
hence the lower mark in the upper band. Information is almost always expressed clearly and ideas
and points of view are well expressed and explained. The response has a well organised structure.

Range of language - 8

The 9-10 band was considered, but the variety of vocabulary and structure is good, rather than
wide. More complex sentences are attempted and are mostly successful, for example, el uniforme
no debería ser obligatorio, but straightforward structures are more common as, for example, most
of the first paragraph.

Accuracy - 5

There are few errors in this response, even in more complex sentences, though there is slight
confusion possible over the construction of a new school. Verb and tense formations are fully
secure – the only exception being the omission of ser in the statement, quisiera jugador de
baloncesto profesional.

Total mark 26/30
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Student 3 – Task 1

Context: Cross Context

Task: The Life of a Celebrity

You are a celebrity and have been asked to write a short magazine article about yourself

You could include

 personal information;
 your daily routine at home;
 what you enjoy doing;
 who is the most important influence in your life and why;
 your best achievement in life so far;
 your ambitions for the future.

Remember, in order to score the highest marks you must answer the task fully, developing
your response where it is appropriate to do so.
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 1 - The life of a celebrity / A day in the life of a celebrity

Notes

 It should be noted that while the task selected from the Teacher Resource Bank is entitled
The Life of a Celebrity, the candidate then writes a different title to the response, A day in
the life of a celebrity. Clearly, the candidate’s title is more restricting.

 The plan includes Spanish and English words; as long as the total word count does not
exceed 40 words, this is entirely acceptable – and may be useful if the candidate fears not
remembering what Spanish words in the plan mean.

 Mido is a conjugated verb and should have been obliterated by the student. Teachers
should be aware that a conjugated verb – in Spanish or English – is not allowed and the
clause that includes it will not be included in the assessment.

Content - 8

Quite a lot of information is clearly communicated, though it would not strictly be entirely relevant
under the candidate’s title. Some details do not focus specifically upon a celebrity lifestyle and
might describe anyone (perhaps the candidate) in terms of the house, daily routine and eating
habits. Specific references to Will Smith are mainly limited to three comments about acting: estoy
practicando por una película / voy a practicar la película / vuelvo a practicar la película. Points of
view are expressed on only three occasions, though ideas are often developed.

Range of Language - 4

The vocabulary is appropriate to the basic needs of the task, but rarely ventures beyond that.
There are one or two examples of more ambitious structures, but these do not appear frequently
enough to reach the 5-6 band.

Accuracy - 4

The piece is generally accurate. There are few examples of attempts at more complex sentences,
but 3 marks would be too harsh, particularly since verb and tense formations are usually correct.

Total mark 16/30
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Student 3 – Task 2

Context: Cross Context

Task: My life as a teenager

Write an article about yourself and your lifestyle.

You could include:

 Details about yourself, your family and friends
 How you celebrated your last birthday
 What you do in your free time
 What you think of your school and why
 What you like/don’t like in your life and why
 Your future plans

Remember, in order to score the highest marks you must answer each task fully
developing your answers where it is appropriate to do so.
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 2 - My life as a teenager

Notes

 The choice of two potentially similar tasks, The life of a celebrity and My life as a teenager,
is not advisable. Repetition of vocabulary and structures from one task to the next will affect
the assessment of the second piece, since the candidate cannot be credited twice for the
same vocabulary and structures.

Content - 9

There is rather more relevance in this response to the title – My life as a teenager allowing for
greater scope than the more directed A day in the life of… Quite a lot of information is clearly
communicated – some is not, however, as in the reference to the candidate’s last birthday. Points
of view are expressed a little more frequently. While the 10-12 band has been considered (hence
the upper mark within the 7-9 band), the fact that there is some repetition of information/structures
from task 1 in task 2 (name, age, birthday, birthplace, physical description, family, some free-time
activities) has also contributed to the placement of this response in the ‘sufficient’ band.

Range of Language - 5

Vocabulary goes slightly beyond the ‘appropriate to the basic needs of the task’ (3-4), particularly
in the second half of the response. There is also evidence of some variety in structures, including
attempts (sometimes successful, sometimes not) to past and future events. Longer sentences are
attempted with reasonable success, but on the few occasions when more complex sentences are
attempted they are less successful.

Accuracy - 3

While in Task 1, the candidate was slightly less adventurous in terms of range of language, the
piece was generally accurate. In this task – perhaps because of the greater ambition, particularly in
the middle section - some of that accuracy has been lost. The response is more accurate than
inaccurate, but verb forms and tense formations are sometimes unsuccessful – mi madre dijé /
saldrías (for puedes salir) / comidamos / en el futero quero a ser – though the meaning is usually
clear.

Total mark 17/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 1 - An article for a Spanish magazine about healthy living

Notes

 While the task certainly prompts a variety of different tenses, only one bullet point, the
second, prompts points of view. It is also recommended that a prompt is given to explain
points of view with an addition like, ‘and why’.

 All tasks should end with the standard advice: Remember, in order to score the highest
marks you must answer each task fully, developing your answers where it is appropriate to
do so.

 While the candidate included all personal details on the response sheet (here deleted to
preserve anonymity), he/she did not include the title of the task.

Content - 3

While the 4-6 band was considered (hence 3 marks), this is a very limited response to the task and
it does not convey sufficient information to reach the 4-6 band. There is a great deal of repetition
and while the candidate attempts different time frames, this creates further lack of clarity.
Attempted sentences often fail to include a verb or a verb is inappropriately used in its infinitive
leaving the reader unclear as to the intended meaning. All of this also leads to a lack of structure.

Range of Language - 2

While, at first, it may appear harsh to say that the vocabulary is inappropriate, since it clearly
relates to the title, to reach the 3-4 band, vocabulary must be appropriate to the basic needs of the
task, i.e. used in such a way that information is conveyed. There is little understanding of language
structure.

Accuracy - 1

There is limited understanding of the most basic linguistic structures – verbs are frequently omitted
and the response sometimes reads as a list of loosely connected vocabulary items, thus frequent
errors regularly impede communication.

Total mark 6/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 2 - Holidays – the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun!

Notes

 In the plan, went is a conjugated verb and should have been obliterated by the student.
Teachers should be aware that a conjugated verb – in Spanish or English – is not allowed
and the clause that includes it will not be included in the assessment.

 Whilst these two tasks illustrate that the quality of the work is more important than the
quantity, guidance upon the number of words is provided in the specification: 200-350
words across both tasks if aiming at grades G-D; 400-600 words across both tasks if aiming
at grades C-A* (page 11).

Content - 4

At 91 words, the response is brief, much shorter than the first task. However, the candidate is more
successful here in conveying information with clarity. It is a limited response, but simple opinions
are expressed, not always fully accurately, but understandably – en mi opinion me lo pasa muy
bien / me gusta mucho las vacaconies de sol y playa porque me gusta el sol whereas in the first
task, though en mi opinion creo que was used frequently, the reader was often left unsure as to
what that opinion was. Development of basic ideas is less evident and contributes to the lower of
the three marks being awarded in this band.

Range of Language - 3

The vocabulary is appropriate to the basic needs of the task since there are occasions when it
conveys information successfully – Debería ganar el concurso porque no soy rica – addresses a
task that other candidates often could not manage. On other occasions it is less successful,
however – en mi opinion mas vacoconies mas eran bien. Structures are mostly simple.

Accuracy - 2

While the 3 mark band was considered, it would not be fair to say that the piece is more accurate
than inaccurate, in fact, almost all sentences contain some error and misspellings are frequent.
Errors can also impede communication – Alquliomos un coche de la playa en el badminton y
natation. To say that verb forms are rarely accurate is harsh, but a ‘best-fit’ approach is adopted
and the accuracy of this response does not reach 3 marks.

Total marks 9/30
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