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Introduction
Section A requires candidates to produce a short writing task in Russian (25-50 words) in 
response to a choice of four questions that relate to both of the prescribed themes (Media, 
Travel and Culture/Sport, Leisure and Work). The task is assessed for Communication and 
Content (10 marks) and Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks).Section B (the 
longer writing task) requires candidates to produce a piece of extended writing in Russian 
(at least 90 words). Candidates had to choose one of four possible tasks that relate to both 
of the prescribed themes. Tasks offered candidates the opportunity to narrate, express 
opinions and justify points of view. The task is assessed for Communication and Content (15 
marks), Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy of language (5 
marks) and is marked out of 30. Any response that achieves a mark of 0 for Communication 
and Content will achieve 0 in the other sections of the mark scheme.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates were required to say what kind of music they preferred with the expectation that 
musical genre vocabulary would be used. The second requirement of the task was to say 
where the candidate had listened to music recently with an opinion about this. This gave 
candidates the opportunity to talk about concerts, TV, radio, internet or their journey to 
school.

The most successful responses fully embraced all of the required elements of the task with 
interesting opinions on the music that had recently been encountered. Vocabulary for music 
and genres was generally well known and produced.

Some candidates failed to mention their opinions of the music that they had listened to 
and some candidates failed to mention the genre of music and simply gave a generic essay 
about music. Such responses scored minimum marks for communication and content.

Stronger candidates gave full descriptions of music and a range of opinions on music ranging 
from the fact it helped the candidate to relax to a description of a concert that the candidate 
had long wanted to see. There was good use of the forms of нравиться in both present and 
past tense

Less confident candidates failed to mention the type of music that they like and listed 
popular singers either in non-Cyrillic form or in transliterated form.
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This candidate has dealt fully with the requirements 
of the question with no ambiguity. The candidate 
is clearly able to narrate, describe, express opinion 
and expand. The response is coherent. The 
candidate has stated the type of music preferred 
and we know that the candidate has attended a 
concert recently and that this was an excellent 
experience. The candidate does not score full marks 
for communication and content as there are some 
instances of under development, such as the я 
слушала лучшюю песню, which is a bit vague.

For knowledge and application of language the 
candidate shows a good variety of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures. The attempt to use 
more ambitious structures is fairly successful and 
tenses are used without ambiguity. Phonetically, the 
response is very secure but the candidate has not 
successfully manipulated нравиться and there is 
slight lack of clarity over the use of раньше.

Overall, this is a successfully written response.

Examiner Comments

Check verb endings carefully as this 
can lead to ambiguity of response.

Check spellings of vocabulary – 
especially cognate words. 

Examiner Tip



6 GCSE Russian 5RU04 01

This candidate has completed most of the task 
with relevant information but there are some 
omissions and irrelevancies. The response is 
comprehensible overall and shows evidence of being 
able to go beyond a minimal response. Opinions are 
communicated successfully and there is an attempt 
to link the piece.

We are aware that the favourite genre is hip-hop and 
we are aware that the candidate listened to music 
on the new album which is an attempt to say where 
this was. It is clear that this occurred yesterday, 
although the verb has not been successfully 
manipulated. The candidate has given clear opinion 
vocabulary with волнующий, быстро and весело.

The candidate has generally employed an adequate 
range of vocabulary but has used predominantly 
short sentences. The use of tenses is not secure.

Examiner Comments

Check verb forms carefully. Make 
sure that the infinitive is only used 
when appropriate.

Make sure in a short response that 
all information is relevant.

Examiner Tip
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The response has conveyed little relevant 
information and there is much omission from 
the response. The response is fairly incoherent 
and is rarely comprehensible. 

From the response we are unclear as to what 
genre of music the candidate likes (Утеу) 
although we do know that the candidate likes 
music. We can elicit that the candidate listens/ 
has listened or will listen to music at home.

The candidate is very limited in the range of 
structures used and has misused the dictionary 
which is evident in the attempt to form the 
future tense я воля слушать.

Complete sentences are rarely used.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the dictionary is used 
appropriately.

Plan out what you want to say in 
your response. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
This question required candidates to talk about holiday plans, with the first requirement to 
say what the candidate usually does on holiday. 

The second part of the question required candidates to say where they will go on their next 
holiday and the reason for this.

This question was popular with candidates and allowed for a range of holiday specific 
activities to be described.

The best answers developed typical holiday tasks, with visits to the beach, tourist sites and 
sunbathing being popular (пляж, достримечательности, загорать). A range of verbs was 
employed and both любить and нравиться were appropriately used. 

In the second part the best responses made reference to the next holiday using the future 
tense. A large number of candidates used the conditional tense and these responses were 
less successful. 

Some candidates could not be awarded the highest marks for communication and content as 
they did not refer to the opinion part of the question and simply listed activities that they do 
on holiday. Failure to refer to activities meant that a generic holiday essay was written with 
descriptions of journeys, weather and souvenirs. Some candidates did not pay close enough 
attention to the requirements of the question and a number wrote about a past holiday. This 
led to a lower mark being awarded for misapplied use of tenses.

The future tense was formed successfully by stronger candidates, but there were some 
issues with future tense formation of ехать being formed with буду. There was a lot of 
evidence of less secure usage of the correct verb of motion with ехать and ходить being 
used most frequently. 
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This candidate has produced a detailed response 
to the stimulus, although there are minor 
omissions. The response is clear and coherent 
and the candidate has made a good attempt 
to link the piece into a whole. There is some 
evidence of description and expansion. 

The candidate has dealt clearly with the first part 
of the question with no ambiguity about what he/
she usually does on holiday. The second part is 
less successful with a lack of clarity about where 
the next holiday will be.

There is a good variety of vocabulary and 
structures and tenses are successfully employed. 
The candidate has written some sentences where 
the syntax is not always correct.

Examiner Comments

Read through the response carefully to 
ensure that all points are addressed. 

Use draft versions/notes carefully to make 
sure that you have used vocabulary and 
structures appropriately.

Examiner Tip
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This response is very detailed and fully relevant to 
the stimulus task. There is no ambiguity in what 
the candidate has written and there is clear ability 
to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand. 
The candidate has given more information than 
required but has not contradicted the information 
and it is clear what this candidate does on holiday 
and their reasons for the next holiday.

The knowledge and application of language is very 
appropriate to the task and the vocabulary is well 
suited to the requirements. Syntax and structures 
are correct.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that if a longer answer is 
produced that it is still relevant to the 
task.

Keep the response in the order that 
the question is set for ease of checking 
information.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has written a comprehensible 
response to the stimulus but there are omissions. 
The candidate has endeavoured to link the 
response with some success. It is clear from the 
information given what the candidate intends to 
do on a future holiday.

Despite spelling inconsistency in the first part of 
the response the candidate shows some ability to 
manipulate structures successfully and has used 
compound verbs well. 

The lack of response to the requirement about 
what the candidate usually likes to do in holiday 
leads to a lower mark for communication and 
content as well as limiting the required use of 
tenses.

Examiner Comments

Check that each part of the questions 
has been dealt with equally.

Use a dictionary to check spellings and 
to avoid phonetic spelling.

Examiner Tip



12 GCSE Russian 5RU04 01

Question 1 (c)
Candidates were required in the first instance to mention what they usually do at the 
weekend. The second part of the question required candidates to refer to something that 
they will do on a future weekend and the reason for this.

The best responses dealt with both elements of the question fully and referred to more than 
one weekend activity. Adverbs of frequency часто and обычно were used successfully to 
ensure that candidates were making specific reference to the question. Stronger candidates 
gave convincing reasons for the choice of a future weekend activity.

Days out and sporting activities were the most commonly described future planned events.

Some candidates referred to either суббота or воскресенье and выходные was not widely 
used amongst less secure candidates. Less secure responses did not refer to the weekend 
at all and there were some instances of generic free time essays. These responses could 
not score highly for communication and content. Some candidates did not address the 
requirement of the question and wrote about a past weekend. This had an impact on the 
mark for communication and content as well as knowledge and application of language.

The least convincing responses were in the form of generic essays about free-time activities.

Sport, shopping and going out vocabulary was well known and there was evidence of good 
dictionary usage.
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This candidate has demonstrated the ability 
to write an unambiguous and fully relevant 
response. The candidate has linked the piece 
very successfully and it is clear that the 
candidate can describe, narrate and expand. 

The candidate has given good information 
about what a typical weekend involves and 
has related this to the real experience of 
boarding school. It is also clear what the 
candidate will do on a future weekend.

The knowledge and application of language 
is very appropriate and there is evidence 
of good vocabulary in line with the task 
requirements. Tenses are used appropriately 
and well. Minor spelling errors do not impede 
comprehension of the task.

Examiner Comments

Try to make the response relevant 
to your own life as this will involve 
more familiar vocabulary.

Use the verb tables in the 
dictionary to verify correct forms.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has completed the task but 
there is evidence of irrelevancy. This response 
is comprehensible overall but at times the 
response is over ambitious. The candidate has 
demonstrated some ability to give opinions 
with relevant opinion vocabulary. There is 
good evidence of the use of нравится.

The vocabulary used is appropriate to the 
task and the candidate has endeavoured 
to give evidence of subordination. The use 
of tenses is evident but the candidate has 
not successfully manipulated verbs in the 
present tense and has had some difficulty in 
communicating the third person form in the 
phrase буду хорошо погода.

Examiner Comments

Bear in mind the requirements of 
the task and do not write in every 
tense just to show that you can. 
Vocabulary and structures must be 
appropriate to the task.

Learn time phrases such as the 
difference between в субботу and 
по субботам. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has demonstrated clear ability to 
use language, vocabulary and structures well. The 
candidate has good ability to manipulate different 
tenses and is at ease with subordination.

Ambitious structures are used well and 
successfully. The candidate has used the 
conditional tense well but the question asks for 
the future to be used. This use of tense does 
change slightly the requirement of the task.

The candidate has covered the main points of 
the stimulus but there are major omissions. The 
candidate has written a generic essay about free 
time activities without relating these to what (s) 
he does at the weekend. There is also an omission 
in not saying what the candidate will do on a 
future weekend.

Examiner Comments

Check that every part of the question 
has been answered. Key words from 
the question must be communicated.

Make sure that the tenses match to 
those asked for in the stimulus.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
This question was the least commonly answered from Section A. Candidates were required 
in the first instance to talk about which sports they do with their friends at school. 

The second part of the question required candidates to talk about a sport in which they had 
participated recently and the reason for this.

The most successful responses dealt fully with the requirements of the task. Stronger 
candidates made sure that they referred to sports in the plural and some impressive 
responses talked about the sports that friends participate in. Stronger candidates also used 
the past tense successfully to mention a previous sport, with good reasons being given – 
ranging from health benefits to competitions.

Less strong responses missed out the school requirement of the task and gave a list 
of sports that they do. Some candidates also could not be awarded full marks for 
communication and content by only mentioning one sport. Some candidates misread the 
task and talked about a sport that they will play in the future. Some candidates found 
difficulty in manipulation of the third person form of the present tense in response to sports 
that their friends do and there was a surprising number of responses with third person 
subject with first person verb form. A surprising number of candidates do not use the verb 
заниматься but stick to the less authentic делать to describe a sport they play. 

Sport vocabulary was well used and потому, что was used appropriately. Many candidates 
show sound ability to justify reasons using this structure.

This response is very detailed and fully relevant. 
The candidate has demonstrated that it is possible 
to write such a response close to the 25 word total. 
The question asks for between 25 and 50 words. 
There is no ambiguity in the response and it has 
been skilfully linked to the stimulus requirement. 
The response is pleasant to read and the candidate 
has balanced the two bullet points well.

The vocabulary and structures used are appropriate 
to the task and the candidate has used some 
complex items заниматься, мы c друзьями, мне 
нравится, школьной команде. 

Examiner Comments

Consider the 25-50 word limit and write a 
response to this length. There is less likely 
to be irrelevancy in such a response.

Try to use an example of non-first person 
form.

Examiner Tip
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This response demonstrates clear ability to 
use relevant and appropriate vocabulary and 
structures. More complex items and different 
tenses are employed appropriately and 
effectively. The candidate has made a good 
attempt to produce longer, fluent sentences with 
ease.

For communication and content the candidate 
has written a detailed response to the stimulus 
with minor omissions. The response is well 
linked although there is some irrelevance at the 
end with the description of the sport that the 
candidate would like to do in the future. The 
candidate has not dealt with the need to say 
which sports in the plural that she does in school. 
It is important that the question is read carefully 
to pick up on the subtleties of the task.

Examiner Comments

Read the question and underline/
highlight the relevant points.

Make sure that the response answers 
fully the stimulus. Beware writing 
information that is not asked for.

Examiner Tip
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This is a detailed response to the stimulus with 
minor omissions. The response is clear and 
coherent with only occasional lapses. It is clear 
which sports the candidate plays in school 
but the use of the word но makes it uncertain 
whether the friends do these sports in school 
as well or whether the candidate simply plays 
football with friends in free time. The candidate 
has made a good attempt to expand points 
with relevant vocabulary and structures.

The past tense element of the stimulus is less 
well developed and the unclear handwriting 
makes the ending of играть less secure. The 
candidate is at ease with subordination and has 
attempted to expand sentences.

Examiner Comments

Check handwritten forms of verb 
endings for the correct ending.

Make sure that reasons are given 
when required.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
This question was the least popular choice amongst candidates in section B.

Candidates were required to describe a local attraction and to describe what they had done 
on a day out to this attraction. 

Candidates were also required to describe plans for a future day out. Candidates were 
guided by the question to use a full range of tenses in their response in order to achieve the 
best possible marks for knowledge and application of language. 

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote a 
balanced essay with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. 

Stronger responses described fully what the attraction actually was. Candidates described a 
range of places from castles, monuments and galleries to more contemporary destinations, 
such as stadia and shopping centres. The best answers fully described what had been done 
on the day out with complete descriptions of journeys and the weather. Stronger answers 
also used the future tense well to describe a future day out with reasons for that choice. 

Less convincing answers merely listed the activities without any description of the attraction 
itself. Candidates also scored less well for communication and content by failing to describe 
the attraction specifically, but simply described a town. There were occasions when the 
future day out concept was not dealt with appropriately and candidates wrote about a two 
week holiday to come.

The past tense was generally well used in the description of the day out, although adjectives 
were less successfully manipulated with many being kept in the adverb form. There was 
evidence of good vocabulary knowledge within this topic.
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This response is a good attempt to write close 
to the word limit of 90 words. The candidate has 
written a detailed and fully relevant response to the 
stimulus. The candidate has described the museum 
and what he did on a visit there. The candidate has 
also clearly described a future day out, although 
this could be developed further as this is only 23 
words. The candidate has shown a clear ability to 
narrate, describe, express opinions and expand 
and the piece is well linked and logical. The piece is 
coherent and pleasant to read.

The vocabulary and structures are appropriate and 
a wide range have been used for the task. There 
are also good attempts to use ambitious structures. 
The candidate has not used the future tense but 
has used решали to introduce future intention. 
The response is highly accurate throughout and 
the candidate is secure when using more complex 
language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the response is balanced 
across the task. Divide the response into 
three parts with equal time given to each.

Make sure that you use a range of tenses 
and check that past, present and future 
are used appropriately.

Examiner Tip
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This is a detailed response to the stimulus but 
there are omissions. The candidate has described 
what they did at the local attraction (football 
stadium) and has clearly described how (s)he 
intends to spend a day out in the future. The 
candidate has not described the attraction other 
than describing the weather there. The response 
uses description, opinion and expansion well and 
it is reasonably linked into a whole. 

There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary 
and structures and ambitious structures are used 
with a fair measure of success. The candidate 
is at ease with subordination. The language is 
generally accurate and there is some impressive 
use of case endings. The accuracy is more 
variable in tense usage and the one use of future 
tense is inaccurately communicated я буду 
увидет. 

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully to check 
what the essential elements are and 
then structure the essay to fit this.

Check that tense usage is 
consistently accurate.

Examiner Tip
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This is a fair attempt by the candidate to complete most of the task. 
There has been a good attempt to convey relevant information and the 
response is comprehensible overall with some lapses. The candidate 
can clearly go beyond a minimal response and has begun to expand 
ideas and express opinions. There has been an attempt to link the piece 
into a whole. It is clear that the candidate is describing природный 
парк  but the candidate does not give a full description of this and the 
transliteration of “national trust” is unclear. The candidate has made an 
attempt to describe what (s) he did there and we know how they intend 
to spend a future day out.

The vocabulary and structures are adequate to the task and syntax is 
correct in shorter sentences. There is some ambiguity in tenses usage 
and some issue with sequences such as я ходил 

to мы гулям (sic). 

There are some examples of subordination (так как). 

There are a fair number of errors in language but communication is 
unaffected overall. The work is more accurate than inaccurate.

Examiner Comments

Do not transliterate actual words. Transliteration 
should only be used in proper names.

Check sequences of tenses. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
For this question candidates were required to write about their television viewing habits. 
Candidates had to say how often they watch television as well as describing a favourite 
programme that they had seen. Finally, candidates were required to talk about something 
that they will watch in the future. The question guided candidates to use present, past and 
future tenses to give a full and convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest 
marks for communication and content. 

The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong 
responses used the present tense to describe current viewing habits with many good 
responses saying that they could not currently watch a lot of television due to school 
commitments. Several strong responses also stated that they prefer to watch television 
differently and described the habit of watching programmes online. Strong responses also 
stated that a programme had been watched recently with convincing descriptions of the 
programme given. Some candidates described the programme with convincing use of the 
present tense. The best responses also gave full reasons for watching a different programme 
in the future. 

A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives to elaborate was evident from stronger 
candidates. Reasons for watching or not watching television were impressive from stronger 
candidates.

Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates 
failed to give information about how frequently they watch television. A number of 
candidates described a film that they had seen and mentioning a trip to the cinema meant 
that candidates could not score fully for communication and content as they failed to 
mention relevant information.

Television programme vocabulary was generally well used and first person future tense 
usage was sound.
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This is a detailed response to the stimulus although there 
are some omissions. It is clear how frequently the candidate 
watches television with some expansion to mention family 
viewing habits. The candidate has not mentioned a favourite TV 
programme but has described a recently watched programme. 
The candidate has also not mentioned which programme will 
be watched but this is inferred with the use of я хочу. The 
response is clear and coherent with occasional lapses. The 
candidate has demonstrated some ability to describe and give 
opinions.

There is a good variety of vocabulary and structures relevant 
to the topic of television. The candidate has endeavoured to 
use ambitious structures but there are inconsistencies with the 
use of the present tense when the candidate moves away from 
first person. This is not an issue in past tense. The candidate is 
at ease with the subordination. The language used is generally 
accurate and there is evidence of correct tense usage.

Examiner Comments

Review use of present tense when 
not using first person singular.

Check that each element of the 
task has been addressed.

Examiner Tip
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This is a very detailed and fully relevant response to 
the stimulus. The candidate has written a coherent, 
unambiguous response that is pleasant to read. 
There is a clear ability to narrate and expand and this 
is demonstrated in the description of the favourite 
programme.

The vocabulary and structures used are wide 
ranging and there are examples of complex items. 
The candidate uses the more complex language 
consistently. There is a clear ability to manipulate the 
language and to produce longer, fluent sentences. 

The candidate has not developed the use of the 
future tense and uses я хочу to communicate future 
intention. The work is not faultless but there is a high 
level of accuracy.

Examiner Comments

Use a range of tenses consistently to 
guarantee maximum marks for knowledge 
and application of language.

Try to develop each of the required 
bullet points to gain maximum marks for 
communication and content.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has made an attempt to respond to the entire 
stimulus but there are minor omissions. The candidate has 
expended the total word count for the response by adding 
irrelevant information at the beginning and at the end. It is 
clearly communicated how frequently the candidate watches 
television and what is the favourite programme. The 
candidate has described these points well. The future tense 
element is less clearly developed and the use of я планирую  
has inferred the future part. 

The candidate has used very accurate language and has 
demonstrated consistently good spelling and manipulation 
of language. The vocabulary and structures are easily 
appropriate and relevant to the task but the lack of past 
and future tense mean that the candidate cannot access 
maximum marks for knowledge and application of language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the word count for each section 
supports the requirements of the task. Do not 
include salutations in the total.

Check that a range of tenses have been employed. 
Without these it is not possible to access the highest 
marks for knowledge and application of language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This question was a popular choice amongst candidates who had clearly prepared well for a 
question on the topic of healthy lifestyle and the question was structured in a way to guide 
candidates to appropriate use of past, present and future tenses.

Candidates were required to give their views on lifestyle. In the first instance candidates had 
to describe whether young people think that health issues are important. Candidates also 
had to give information on what they had done recently to be healthy. Finally candidates 
were expected to say what they will not do in order to continue to lead a healthy lifestyle.

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote 
a balanced essay with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. Stronger 
candidates wrote convincingly in the present to give the thoughts of what importance young 
people attach to health. There were some impressive examples of candidates who described 
the negative habits of a range of young people to back up their arguments. Vocabulary for 
smoking, drinking, drug use and over reliance on modern technology was equally employed. 
Stronger candidates also used the past tense well to give a specific example of what they 
had done recently. Some candidates used the present tense convincingly to describe what 
they had started to do and continued to do. The best responses used the negative form of 
the future tense to say that they will not smoke, drink or take drugs.

Less convincing responses did not fully deal with all elements of the task. Less capable 
candidates could write about what they had done in the past but had more difficulty in 
saying what young people think and do. The use of non-first person forms of the present 
tense is less secure amongst less competent candidates. 

It was clear that some candidates had failed to take on board the requirement to say what 
they will NOT do in the future. Saying that the candidate intended to run and eat salad 
meant that full marks could not be given for communication and content.

Some candidates, and even some very strong knowledge and application of language and 
accurate responses, wrote an article giving health advice. This generic type of essay failed 
to respond to the specific requirement of the question and meant that candidates lost marks 
for communication and content.

This question highlighted some inconsistency in the use of the future tense and that there 
are a high number of candidates who struggle to manipulate from first to third person.

Candidates showed good ability to use vocabulary relating to health.
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This is a very detailed and fully relevant response 
to the stimulus. The candidate has considered 
the three parts of the stimulus and balanced the 
response accordingly. It is clear that the candidate 
has considered the views of young people to 
health and this has been expanded accordingly. 
The candidate has also taken on board the future 
requirement to describe something that she will 
NOT do rather than listing what she will do. The 
candidate has also described what she has done 
recently to support a healthy lifestyle but has also 
used a present continuous to describe this.

There is a wide range of appropriate vocabulary and 
structures including some complex items. Tenses 
are used consistently and there is sufficient use 
of the future to allow the error with буду пойдит  
to be seen as a one-off error. The work is very 
accurate throughout and language is consistently 
well manipulated.

Examiner Comments

Write a balanced essay that covers all 
of the points.

Even if the present continuous is used 
try to incorporate examples of past 
tense as well.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has taken on board the requirements of 
the stimulus and has written a detailed response to the 
question. The response is clear and there is some attempt 
to link the piece as a whole but there is also evidence of 
lack of structure when the candidate reverts to the past 
tense after the future part. The candidate has demonstrated 
evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

The vocabulary and structures are appropriate to the 
task and there are some attempts to use more ambitious 
structures with some success.

There are rare examples of subordination but these could 
be further developed. The candidate could try to use more 
ambitious vocabulary to justify reasons. 

Tenses are well used but the candidate could attempt to 
use tenses outside of first person singular. The language 
used is generally accurate although there are some errors 
which do not affect communication.

Examiner Comments

Try to use different persons of 
the verb to demonstrate more 
complex use of language.

Plan your essay to make the piece 
flow more logically and more 
linked as a whole.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has dealt with the main points of the task but 
there are omissions in that the past and future elements of 
the task are very under-developed. The candidate has used 
детеь (дети) to develop the point about young people and their 
views on health and this takes up the majority of the response. 
Only expanding on one point means that the candidate is not 
expanding ideas generally and can only give minimal opinions 
relevant to the task.

The candidate has a good ability to manipulate language and 
clearly understands tenses and more complex structures. 
Inaccuracy of spelling and endings mean that the mark for 
accuracy is lower as there are frequent misspellings. The 
vocabulary attempted is, however, relevant to the task.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that each section of the 
response is equally weighted.

Use a dictionary to check spellings – 
especially of higher frequency vocabulary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
This question was a popular response from section B. The question was structured to allow 
candidates to gain marks from knowledge and application of language by employing past, 
present and future tenses.

Candidates were required to talk about a hobby that they had taken part in for a long time 
and to mention when they had actually started this hobby. Candidates then had to write 
about a different free time activity that they will do in the future. Most responses made 
reference to sporting hobbies.

The best answers dealt fully with all elements of the question and strong candidates wrote 
a balanced essay, with equal weighting being given to each part of the task. Stronger 
responses dealt well with the potentially more problematic point about when they had 
started their hobby by talking about their first experience and who had inspired them. The 
future element was well dealt with by stronger candidates who gave reasons for their future 
intentions.

Less strong responses did not develop each of the requirements and especially the detail 
about starting the hobby. Less competent responses also missed the requirement to 
describe what activity they had done and listed four or five different hobbies or hobbies that 
members of their family do.

Sport and hobby vocabulary is generally well known and used and there is competent use of 
both я люблю and мне нравится to give opinions. In this question there was some evidence 
of inappropriate dictionary use with several examples of я пьеса футбол and attending a 
футбол спичка. 
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This is a fully detailed and relevant response to the stimulus 
task. There is no ambiguity in the response and the candidate 
has demonstrated a clear ability to narrate, express opinion and 
expand. The candidate has clearly stated a favourite hobby and 
has related this to the favourite hobby of friends as well. The 
candidate has endeavoured to expand upon when he started to 
play football with extra information to describe past experience 
of football. The candidate has given a detailed response to the 
future intention element of the question.

The candidate has demonstrated a wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures with some complex items. There 
is evidence of consistent use of more complex structures and 
tenses including consistent use of perfective future forms. 
The candidate can clearly manipulate language to support the 
response. Accuracy is high throughout the response and spelling 
and manipulation of language is clearly employed.

Examiner Comments

Structure the essay to cover each point of the stimulus.

Try to use more complex future forms to gain full 
marks for knowledge and application of language.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has written detailed response to the 
stimulus but there are minor omissions.

It is clear that the candidate enjoys dancing, but it is 
unclear as to whether this is a favourite hobby. 

The candidate has also made good reference to starting 
her hobby, but this is slightly under-developed and 
she moves to talking about football instead. The future 
element is well handled with good development of this 
section. The candidate shows good ability to describe 
and expand her response and the piece is well-linked 
as a whole.

There is a very good variety of appropriate vocabulary 
and structures and the candidate does attempt to use 
more complex language with some success.

The candidate has used tenses successfully and has 
brought in minimal third person use of past tense. The 
candidate has employed generally accurate language 
and most spellings are correct. There is surprising 
confusion between the letters б and д.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that sufficient detail is 
given to answer the requirements 
of the question before giving extra 
information.

Read through the answer to check 
for anomalies in alphabet use.

Examiner Tip
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Most of the task has been completed with relevant information 
but there are some omissions. The candidate has not developed 
the requirement to talk about starting the hobby and there 
is also under-development of the past tense element. The 
candidate has written more about a range of hobbies than a 
favourite activity. There is some attempt to link the piece into a 
whole though this is not always successful.

The candidate has employed a predictable but adequate range 
of vocabulary and structures with correct syntax in shorter 
sentences. There is some evidence of accurate use of tense but 
also some ambiguous use of tenses. The candidate has made 
many basic errors but main points are communicated. There are 
frequent misspellings and cases of non- Cyrillic letters. Verbs 
are generally manipulated correctly but are frequently written 
with wrong endings.

Examiner Comments

Check for non-Cyrillic spellings and check 
accurate spelling in a dictionary.

Read the requirements of the task in the 
first instance and prepare an essay plan.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

•	 Consider the word total expected for each task. Many candidates wrote in excess of 
25–50 words in response to Section A but this can have a detrimental effect with 
irrelevancyand ambiguity becoming more common.

•	 Top end candidates should continue to evidence a wide range of grammatical structures 
as well as sophisticated language and show competence of giving opinions. Stronger 
candidates employed impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses rather 
than trying to shoehorn more ambitious language in to the response.

•	 Use the dictionary to support responses, although some candidates could have had more 
rigorous dictionary practice to ensure understanding of the differences between lexical 
items. Candidates also need to be able to adapt items from the basic dictionary form 
(this is especially true in verbal structures).

•	 Use a range of appropriate tenses. Most candidates were also clear on the need to 
present and back up opinions in order to access the full range of marks.

•	 Be careful if they speak other Slavonic languages, Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian and 
Polish, amongst others. These candidates are often highly influenced by the mother 
tongue and marks for accuracy in section B can suffer as a result.

•	 Watch out for Cyrillic letters such as а and о, б and в, з and с, ы and и, и у, ч and ш, п 
and р.

There is also overuse of the soft sign.

•	 Read the specific requirements of the questions and not misread the task. Well prepared 
candidates either ticked the elements of the question or made essay plans which helped 
to focus on the requirements.

•	 Be secure in using the first person singular of the present tense but there are some 
problems in formation of first person plural and third person. The future tense is well 
used by stronger candidates but less secure for less competent candidates who use the 
correct буду but combine this with first person form of present tense verbs. 

•	 Use case ending with prepositional, instrumental and genitive being most accurately 
employed.

The accusative case is more problematic for less competent candidates.

•	 Agreements in the nominative were generally secure in masculine and feminine
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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