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Introduction
Section A, the short writing task, requires students to produce a short writing task (25-
50 words) of Russian in response to a choice of four questions that relate to both of 
the prescribed themes (Media, Travel and Culture/Sport, Leisure and Work). The task is 
assessed for Communication and Content (10 marks) and Knowledge and Application of 
Language (10 marks) and is marked out of 20.

Section B, the longer writing task, requires students to produce a piece of extended writing 
in Russian (at least 90 words). Students had to choose one of four possible tasks that relate 
to both of the prescribed themes. Tasks offered students the opportunity to narrate, express 
opinions and justify points of view. The task is assessed for Communication and Content (15 
marks), Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy of Language (5 
marks) and is marked out of 30. Any response that achieves a mark of 0 for Communication 
and Content will achieve 0 in the other sections of the mark scheme. 

There was evidence that the majority of students were well prepared for the requirements 
of the examination. There was some evidence of students who did not seem to have had 
sufficient practice of task types, but this was rare.

Students are encouraged to consider the word total expected for each task. Many students 
wrote in excess of 25-50 words in response to Section A but this can have a detrimental 
effect in that focus and specific response to the task can be affected with irrelevancy and 
ambiguity becoming more common.

There were a range of very impressive responses to the tasks. Students at the top end 
of the ability range showed evidence of a wide range of grammatical structures as well 
as sophisticated language and competent giving of opinions. Stronger students employed 
impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses rather than trying to shoehorn 
more ambitious language in to the response.

Students showed some impressive use of a dictionary to support responses although some 
could have had more rigorous dictionary practice to ensure understanding of the differences 
between lexical items. Students also need to be able to adapt items from the basic 
dictionary form (this is especially true in verbal structures).

The majority of students were clear on the need and importance of using a range of 
appropriate tenses. Most were also clear on the need to present and back up opinions in 
order to access the full range of marks.

There continues to be evidence of students who can demonstrate sound knowledge of 
Russian but whose main language is a different Slavonic language. There were cases of 
responses in Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian and Polish amongst others. The work by these 
candidates is often highly influenced by the mother tongue and marks for accuracy in 
section B can suffer as a result.

There continues to be some confusion between certain Cyrillic letters such as а and о, б and 
в, з and с, ы and и, и and у, ч and ш, п and р. There is also overuse of the soft sign.

Some students did not read the specific requirements of the questions and misread the task 
in some cases. Well prepared students either ticked the elements of the question or made 
essay plans which helped to focus on the requirements.

The past tense is the most successfully employed tense though less secure in the plural 
form. The majority of students are secure in using the first person singular of the present 
tense but there are some problems in formation of first person plural and third person. The 
future tense is well used by stronger students but less secure for less competent students 
who use the correct буду but combine this with first person form of present tense verbs. 
The verb 'to go' continues to be problematic with ехать being used most frequently. 



4 GCSE Russian 5RU04 01

Stronger students used case ending successfully with prepositional, instrumental and 
genitive being most accurately employed. The accusative case is more problematic for less 
competent students.

Adjectival agreements in the nominative were generally secure in masculine and feminine 
singular formation but less secure in the plural form. Adverbs were used by less competent 
students in place of adjectives. Stronger students used comparative and superlative forms 
appropriately to back up their arguments. Case endings of adjectives were less secure.
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Question 1 (a)
For this question students were asked to write about a favourite café and to describe this 
place. For the second task students were required to give opinions on food and drink that 
they had tried there.

This was a fairly popular question and gave students the opportunity to demonstrate food 
and drink vocabulary as well as descriptive terms. Stronger students gave interesting 
descriptions of decor and location of the café and gave full descriptions of the food and 
drink on offer. These students did not miss any element of the response. The best answers 
gave a range of opinion phrases and expanded on the actual look of the café. There was 
evidence of competent use of past tense structures for the second part of the task but some 
students also scored well by inferring that they had sampled a range of food and drink. 
Students described a range of establishments from popular high street chains such as Costa 
or Starbucks to more personal favourites such as independent establishments in Moscow. 
Less confident students did not describe the café but merely stated where it was situated. 
Less confident students also made scant reference to food and drink.

This student has read the requirements of the task and has 
endeavoured to respond to all elements. Inaccuracy of grammar 
does not impede communication but the use of adjective does 
imply lack of security in manipulating the language. 
The student has made reference to each part of the task but 
fuller description of the cafe as well as greater opinion on 
the food and drink element would have allowed for a higher 
communication and content mark.
The student scored 7 for Communication and Content and 8 for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that each element 
of the task is addressed as 
fully as possible within the 
word limit.
Check work for any 
irrelevancies.

Examiner Tip
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A convincing response to the task with full addressing 
of the question. The student has successfully used four 
adjectives which although not flawlessly presented give a 
full description of the cafe within the word limit.
The student has also given a description and opinion on 
what they have eaten and drunk in the cafe. The student 
has also given a future inference which backs up the 
opinion.
This student scored 10 marks for Communication and 
Content and 10 marks for Knowledge and Application of 
Language.

Examiner Comments

Check that all elements of the task have been 
dealt with.
The most convincing responses are frequently 
within the word limit so try to stick to the 25-
50 words.

Examiner Tip
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A very competent response from a student who has 
endeavoured to incorporate all of the elements of the 
task. The description of the cafe is well written with a 
good range of vocabulary and structure. The second 
element of the task is dealt with almost perfectly but 
there is minor ambiguity on whether the candidate has 
actually eaten and drunk the products or whether these 
are the favourite food in general.
This student scored 9 marks for Communication and 
Content and 9 marks for Knowledge and Application of 
Language.

Examiner Comments

Check over the response to make 
sure that the answer is fully clear.
Make sure that tenses back up the 
work appropriately.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
For this question students were asked to write about an unforgettable holiday with a 
description of this destination. For the second task students were required to give reasons 
for why they would or would not return to this destination in the future.

This was by far the most popular question in section A and gave students the opportunity 
to demonstrate holiday and travel vocabulary as well as descriptive terms. Stronger 
students gave interesting descriptions of where they had spent a holiday and made 
reference to buildings, accommodation and weather. These students did not miss any 
element of the response and gave sound reasons as to why they planned to return or not. 
The best answers gave a range of opinion phrases and expanded on the description of the 
destination. There was evidence of competent use of past tense structures for the first part 
of the task and stronger students also scored well by using the future tense confidently. 
Some students did not use the actual future tense but used phrases such as я хочу, я 
собираюсь, я хотела бы thereby inferring that they planned to return. Students described 
a range of destinations from the most common Italy and Spain to less obvious destinations 
such as Latvia, Hawaii or Tanzania. Less confident students did not describe the destination 
fully but stuck to a description of the weather. Some less successful responses talked about 
a future holiday to a different destination but this was not in response to the task. Less 
competent students found difficulty in forming the future tense.

A very competent response from a student who has dealt with 
some detail, all of the elements of the task. The description of New 
York is well written with evidence of a good range of vocabulary 
and structure. The second element of the task is dealt with very 
well and there is no doubt in the examiner’s mind as to whether the 
candidate plans to return to the same destination.
Spelling and grammatical errors do not impede communication but 
show a good ability to apply linguistic structures.
This student scored 10 marks for Communication and Content and 
10 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Use a dictionary to check 
spelling when reviewing the 
work.
Check that the answer is fully 
relevant.

Examiner Tip
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Phonetic errors make this response less pleasant 
to read but this is not assessed in Knowledge and 
Application of Language in Section A. The student 
has not given a full description of the destination 
but does refer to weather and the bar. The 
student infers that there will be a rerun visit with 
a friend but inference leads to minor ambiguity.
This student scored 7 marks for Communication 
and Content and 8 marks for Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

During the checking of a piece of work 
use a dictionary to back up competent 
meanings.
Double check that you have written as 
full an answer as possible.

Examiner Tip
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The examiner was not able to follow the train of 
thought of the studentfully as there seemed to be some 
irrelevance and reference to other questions. Minimum 
description is given of England as the destination and 
there is major doubt about a future visit to England. 
The student does not show clear ability to manipulate 
language although there is some evidence of competent 
vocabulary.
This student scored 2 marks for Communication and 
Content and 2 marks for Knowledge and Application of 
Language.

Examiner Comments

Review your response to make sure 
that it responds to the question.
Use a dictionary to check more complex 
vocabulary. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
For this question students were asked to imagine that they were looking for a correspondent 
with similar interests. Students were required to write about their interests and hobbies and 
for the second part to write about a hobby that they planned to do in the future and give a 
reason for this. 

This was a fairly popular question which gave students the opportunity to demonstrate 
hobby and free time vocabulary as well as anticipating competent use of the future 
tense.  Stronger students gave interesting descriptions of how they spend their free time 
with good reference to time, activity and friends. These students did not miss any element 
of the response and gave sound reasons as to which hobby they planned to do in the future.  
The best answers gave a range of opinion phrases and expanded on the actual participation 
in the hobby. There was evidence of competent use of future tense structures for the second 
part of the task and stronger students also scored well by using the future tense confidently. 
Some students did not use the actual future tense but used phrases such as я хочу, я 
собираюсь, and я хотела бы. Students described a range of activities but sports were by 
far the most common. Less confident students did not actually state what hobbies they did 
but wrote instead that я люблю. Some less successful responses misinterpreted the second 
element of the question and described future job plans or weekend plans. Less competent 
students found difficulty in forming the future tense.

A competent answer although there is some 
ambiguity in the second part referring to a future 
hobby. The student demonstrates some fluent 
structures in knowledge and application of language. 
Some inconsistency in application of language is 
evident in the future tense structure combined with 
the past.
This student scored 8 marks for Communication and 
Content and 8 marks for Knowledge and Application 
of Language.

Examiner Comments

Make some time to read 
through a response before the 
exam ends. Basic errors can be 
picked up at this time.

Examiner Tip
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A very convincing response to the first part of the task 
talking about hobbies and interests. The student gives 
full detail and demonstrates convincing knowledge and 
application of language.
The second part is less convincing. It does reference a 
future occurrence but is less secure as a response to a 
future hobby.
This student scored 9 marks for Communication and 
Content and 8 marks for Knowledge and Application of 
Language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that your response deals fully 
with the requirements of the task.
Check that someone could guess the 
question from reading your response.

Examiner Tip
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A good and detailed response to the first part 
of the task with a lot of information given bout 
hobbies and an attempt to expand. 
The student has said which hobbies they would 
like to practise in the future but has missed off 
the reasons for this choice.
This student scored 8 marks for Communication 
and Content and 8 marks for Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Check that the whole task is dealt with. 
Marks will not be awarded for missing 
information.
Check that opinions are always included in 
a response to Section A.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
For this question students were asked to write about a youth club and what they usually do 
at this youth club. In the second part students were required to describe a recent event and 
give their opinion on this event.

This was the least popular question in section A, perhaps indicating that fewer young people 
attend youth clubs. Students had the opportunity to demonstrate hobby and free time 
vocabulary as well as anticipating competent use of past tense structures with opinions. 
Stronger students gave full and interesting descriptions of a youth club describing a range 
of activities that take place there. These students did not miss any element of the response 
and expanded well in the first part to describe how long they had attended the club as well 
as what they did there. Stronger students also gave a full description of a recent event 
with interesting opinions on this. The best answers gave a range of opinion phrases and 
expanded both sections of the question. There was evidence of easy use of past tense 
structures for the second part of the task. Students described a range of possible club 
based activities but sport was by far the most common. Less confident students did not 
refer to the fact that there was a youth club but just wrote in general terms about free time 
activities. Some less successful responses did not communicate successfully the opinion 
requirement of the second part of the task. Less competent students found difficulty in 
forming the present tense and could not communicate the idea of 'usually'.

The student has dealt well with the first part of the 
task with a competent usage of relevant vocabulary. 
The student shows some ability to manipulate 
language here. 
The second part of the task is less well developed 
and misuse of vocabulary and tense has not allowed 
the student to access the maximum marks available. 
(Думаем)
This student scored 6 marks for Communication and 
Content and 5 marks for Knowledge and Application 
of Language.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that the tenses employed back 
up the content. There will always be a 
requirement to use more than one tense 
in section A.
Check vocabulary in a dictionary to 
ensure correct meaning is transferred

Examiner Tip
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A very convincing and full response and the student 
has skilfully responded to all elements of the task.
Simple but effective vocabulary is used to back up 
more complex grammatical and structural work.
The student has written within the word limit to 
achieve total relevance and response.
This student scored 10 marks for Communication 
and Content and 10 marks for Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Write within the 25-50 word limit.
Count and note how many words have 
been used.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
In section 2 examiners were looking for a range and variety of language, complex 
structures, narration, solid use of verbs and a high level of accuracy in order to access the 
higher marks available.

In this question students were required to write about a typical visit to the cinema and then 
discuss which film they will see next with reasons for this.  

Stronger students gave full responses describing the journey to the cinema, the purchasing 
of tickets, the experience in the auditorium and the journey home. Less competent 
responses dwelt on one aspect only of the visit to the cinema and did tend to move to 
irrelevant descriptions of a meal in a restaurant or a description of town facilities. In the 
second part of the response more able students gave a range of convincing reasons as to 
why they would choose the next film, often referring to a favourite actor or having seen 
previous films in a series. A surprisingly high number of candidates misinterpreted the task 
and spent some time in describing a favourite film or the most recent film seen.

The future tense was less secure with less able students.
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The student has demonstrated a good level of 
vocabulary use and a clear knowledge of how to 
manipulate language. The student gives a full and 
detailed account of the usual visit to a cinema with 
reference to the event itself as well as who attends 
the film. The candidate deals simply and effectively 
with the second part about a future film project and 
does develop the reasoning for this choice.
This candidate scored 5 marks for Accuracy, 15 
marks for Communication and Content and 10 
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the response is 
sufficiently detailed and responds to the 
task.
If more complex reasons are given, make 
sure that Knowledge and Application of 
Language back up the Communication 
and Content.

Examiner Tip
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This response does not demonstrate a convincing 
answer to the task. There is some attempt to 
deal with the idea of the usual cinema visit but 
frequent inaccuracy in verb formation leads to some 
ambiguity and less convincing ability to manipulate 
language.
The second part of the task is not dealt with but is 
substituted with a description of a favourite film.
This student scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 5 marks 
for Communication and Content and 3 marks for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that verbs used in sequence 
are used consistently and check for 
inaccurate use of the infinitive.
Consider actual formation of the 
Cyrillic letters to make toe response 
easier to read. Do not mix small and 
capital letters/ printed and hand 
written forms. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
For this question students were required to write about a celebrity. A range of personalities 
were discussed from actors to sportspeople to singers and to politicians. Stronger students 
gave full accounts of who the person being described was and why they wanted to describe 
their chosen celebrity. Stronger students also gave full details about a recent action by the 
chosen celebrity with detailed opinions on what they thought about this. 

Less convincing answers did not address the second part of the task fully with no mention 
of a recent activity. In missing such a crucial point from the response students could not 
access the higher marks for Communication and Content.

Strong answers exhibited competent use of descriptive vocabulary along with sound use of 
the past tense. 

Some students misread the task and wrote responses relating to a celebration rather than a 
celebrity. Students are reminded to read the task carefully to ensure comprehension of the 
requirement.
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This response demonstrates some ability to reference 
the set task but sequencing of the response does not 
make it pleasant to read. There is some evidence of 
ability to apply language convincingly but inaccurate 
use of language also at times leads to breakdown in 
communication. The response would have benefitted 
from further description of who the celebrity being 
discussed actually is. Beyond the fact that this person 
is an actor there is minimal development of this.
This student scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 10 marks 
for Communication and Content and 7 marks for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that all sections of 
the response receive sufficiently 
detailed information.

Examiner Tip
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This student is clearly able to use a developed and wide 
range of vocabulary and structures. The use of tense is 
very accurate and more complex language is consistently 
employed. The student scores very highly for knowledge 
and application of language as well as for accuracy.
Communication and content marks are less successful 
as the student has not developed sufficiently a response 
to something the person has done recently. There are 
references to past activities but the requirement for recent 
activity is not developed.
This student scored 5 marks for Accuracy, 7 marks for 
Communication and Content and 10 marks for Knowledge 
and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Read the question accurately for 
specific requirements of the task.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This question required students to describe a day out at a sporting event. Students 
described a wide range of possible events with attendance at football matches, Wimbledon 
tennis, Olympic events and school sports days being the most common.

Stronger students gave full descriptions of the whole day with convincing discussion on how 
the day went. Students had the opportunity to use complex past tense structures alongside 
a convincing and wide vocabulary relating to sports and opinions. Less convincing responses 
dealt with only one element of the day out and did not give any opinion on the event. There 
were several cases of students who described personal achievement during a sports day 
and such responses demonstrated good ability to manipulate more complex and unusual 
vocabulary.

The second part of the task required students to detail which sports they and their friends 
take part in. Stronger students again gave full and convincing descriptions and reasons for 
this. Less convincing responses did not mention sports practised by friends and therefore 
did not deal with the full requirements of the task. Some students had difficulty in 
differentiating between играть and заниматься.
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This response has full and convincing description of a 
day spent and involved in a sports day. The student 
has developed the response to this element with 
assurance and confident manipulation of language. The 
second requirement is less convincingly developed with 
less convincing reference to sports that the student 
participates in with friends. There is good description 
of a friend’s involvement at the sports day but the task 
requires present tense description of which sports are 
done generally with reasons for this.
This student scored 4 marks for Accuracy, 8 marks 
for Communication and Content and 9 marks for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Read through a response to double check for missed 
elements from the task.
Prepare a check list for key grammatical points. All 
tenses should be referenced in section B with two 
tenses developed fully and equally.

Examiner Tip
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A very competent response and the student has considered 
both elements of the question. The past element is very 
convincingly developed with a full description of what the 
event actually involved. The section about which sports the 
candidate practise with friends is mentioned and dealt with 
minimally. The reference to tennis is not sufficient to attain 
the highest marks available for Communication and Content. 
Knowledge and Application of Language as well as Accuracy 
are extremely competent and score highly.
This candidate scored 5 marks for Accuracy, 12 marks for 
Communication and Content and 10 marks for Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that equal time/words 
are given to both elements of the 
task. If one does not stand out as 
being of an equal length then add 
more detail during review time.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
This was the least commonly chosen question in Section B. Students were required to 
discuss part time jobs undertaken by young people with reference to a job that they 
themselves had actually done or planned to do in the future. Stronger students took this 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to manipulate the full range of tenses and there 
were some convincing responses to this. Less strong were generic answers about jobs in 
general with no specific reference to personal experience or intention.

The second requirement of the task was to give an opinion on whether it is a good idea to 
work while at the same time studying. Very strong answers gave both sides of the argument 
before giving their own opinion. Some students took this opportunity to discuss their own 
school life which was irrelevant to the task. A surprising number of students also made no 
reference to this section of the question and therefore could not access the higher marks for 
communication and content.

This student has written a largely irrelevant response about 
school which is not the aim of the task. The student does 
gain some credit for the reference to a future job that he/
she would like to do. A response that is irrelevant scores 
less for Communication and Content. The student does show 
some ability to manipulate language. 
This student scored 3 marks for Accuracy, 4 marks for 
Communication and Content and 4 marks for Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Do not write a generic essay.
Make sure that you know 
which topics are included 
under the headings of media/
travel/culture and sport/
leisure/work.

Examiner Tip
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This student has written a competent response 
detailing the fact that young people have to and 
wish to work. The details about popular jobs are 
developed and the description of a past job working 
with children responds to the task. The student does 
not make reference to the requirement of discussing 
whether it is a good idea to work while studying. 
This is automatically assessed as a major omission.
The student does show some ability to employ more 
complex structures but accuracy becomes more 
variable at times.
This student scored 3 marks for Accuracy, 7 marks 
for Communication and Content and 7 marks for 
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Comments

Check spellings and grammatical 
accuracy carefully.
Make sure that each element of the 
task is mentioned and expanded 
upon.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

•	 read all rubrics carefully

•	 ensure that Russian is used to answer the questions

•	 make sure that appropriate tenses have been used to answer the questions

•	 check the persons of the verbs and the correct endings for these

•	 check spellings carefully

•	 check that Roman script is not used where Cyrillic is required

•	 ensure that both bullet points are dealt with equally in section A

•	 do not write a generic essay in section B. Make sure that all elements of section B are 
dealt with

•	 remember that if a mark of 0 is awarded for Communication and Content then a mark of 
0 will be awarded for Knowledge and Understanding and for Accuracy

•	 avoid writing too much in section A. Stick as close to the word limit (25-50) as possible

•	 Section B requires an answer of at least 90 words

•	 use the dictionary appropriately

•	 tick the box at the top of the page to indicate which question has been answered.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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