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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Religious Studies C

(Religion and Belief in Today’s World)


OCR GCSE in Religious Studies C: J622/J122

Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain
 
(Key Area 3: Religion and Modern Britain)

This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Religious Studies C specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.1: The Impact of the Empire on modern Britain 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content 

Candidates should study the history of colonialism and understand its legacy on Britain in relation to religion
· Religion and Empire

· Pluralism and how faiths other than Christianity came to Britain


	With teacher guidance as to the most suitable of the suggested website resources, students study the history of colonialism and understand its legacy on Britain in relation to religion in the following contexts: 

Religion and Empire

Pluralism and how faiths other than Christianity came to Britain


	Commonwealth and Empire Museum 

www.empiremuseum.co.uk/     

This is a major contemporary and historical resource, including much reference material on slavery

Imperial War Museum

http://www.iwm.org.uk/ 

An important resource on a lot more than war, includes a significant exhibition of the Holocaust 

Interfaith Network

http://www.interfaith.org.uk/ 

A useful resource for interfaith dialogue

The emergence of the Commonwealth, the United Nations and universal human rights
	This section can be usefully related to Key Area 1 Religion and Culture, for example study a site of religious, historical and cultural significance, and to evaluate its significance for contemporary Britain

Also to be encouraged is the use of visits to a place of worship, ideally with the guidance of a vicar or parish priest 

For more information, visit Learning outside the classroom www.lotc.com 



	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	Key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.1: The impact of the Empire on modern Britain 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	The Commonwealth 

http://www.thecommonwealth.org/   

A useful international resource including much religious and cultural information 

Commonwealth and Empire Museum 

www.empiremuseum.co.uk/     

A major contemporary and historical resource, including much reference material on slavery

United Nations

www.un.org/ 

An immensely rich worldwide resource, significant for legal documents around human rights, but covering a range of current as well as historical issues
Immigration encouraged in the 1950s – present 


	 review this website for an understanding of how one might make an educationally meaning visit to a place of religious worship, including links to key features of building and communities, and sensitivities when there, through the links to http://pow.reonline.org.uk/ 



	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.1: The impact of the Empire on modern Britain 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	The Home Office


http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/ 


Up-to-date information on immigration

Office for National Statistics 



http://www.statistics.gov.uk/default.asp
Focus on religion 



http://www.statistics.gov.uk/focuson/religion/

Also contain much data on ‘religious 
populations’

Commonwealth and Empire Museum 


www.empiremuseum.co.uk/   


A major contemporary and historical 
resource, including much reference material 
on slavery

The role of missionary activity historically and in the world today 

Missionary Alliance 

http://www.cmalliance.org/ 
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.1: The impact of the empire on modern Britain 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	General searchable information, relevant to any part of the specification according to search criteria specified 

General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification

General Educational Scholarly and Research Resources

BBC Religion

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ 

A wide range of reliable resources on religion, see also

BBC Arts

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/ 

BBC History 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire/ 

A useful general and reliable, up-to-date source


	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.1: The impact of the empire on modern Britain 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	
COPAC

National, Academic, and Specialist Library Catalogue

http://copac.ac.uk/ 

A hub of research and university libraries, including the British Library  


Google scholar 



http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 



An excellent resource for research and scholarly writing


Intute
 http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/about.html
‘Artifact and Humbul, two of the hubs of the Resource Discovery Network (RDN)’ integrated ‘to create Intute: Arts and Humanities, a subject group of Intute’, with funding from the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.2: Britain today

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content

Candidates should consider what it means to be a member of a multi-faith and multi-cultural nation 

· The post-War multi-faith and multicultural Britain 

· What it means to be a faith believer, other than Christian, in Britain today


	Students consider what it means to be a member of a multi-faith and multi-cultural nation and the post-War multi-faith and multicultural Britain, what it means to be a faith believer, other than Christian, in Britain today by making a case study of one or more of the following:

Work and role of Board of Jewish Deputies

Work and role of Hindu Council UK 


	Religious Education Council of England and Wales 

http://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/ 

A wealth of educational and faith community resources 

Also:

British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Includes parliamentary, religious and ecclesiastical history with strong local resources

Britannia History 

http://www.britannia.com/history/ 

A rich general historical resource
	This section can be usefully related to Key Area 1 Religion and Culture, for example study a site of religious, historical and cultural significance, and to evaluate its significance for contemporary Britain

Also to be encouraged is the use of visits to a Christian place of worship, ideally with the guidance of a vicar or parish priest 

For more information, visit Learning outside the classroom www.lotc.com 



	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.2: Britain today

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· Work and role of Board of Jewish Deputies

· Work and role of Hindu Council UK 

· Work and role of Muslim Council of Britain


	Work and role of Muslim Council of Britain

Work and role of Network of Sikh organisations

The development of Race Relations

Value of different faith operating side by side in society and problems that arise when one has many different faiths in a country 


	The Church in Britain (part of Britannia History)

http://www.britannia.com/church/index.html 

Wealth of resources on all aspects of the Christian Church in Britain, including an important links

The RE Directory 

http://www.theredirectory.org.uk/ 

Designed as one stop reference point for education, faith communities, courses, and much else

QCA

http://www.qca.org.uk/
A public body sponsored by the DCSF plays ‘a vital role in the development, delivery and reform of the education and training framework for England’

	review this website for an understanding of how one might make an educationally meaning visit to a place of religious worship, including links to key features of building and communities, and sensitivities when there, through the links to http://pow.reonline.org.uk/ 



	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.2: Britain today

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· Work and role of Network of Sikh organisations

· The development of Race Relations

· Value of different faith operating side by side in society and problems that arise when one has many different faiths in a country 

· Importance of keeping beliefs, values and traditions in Britain 


	Importance of keeping beliefs, values and traditions in Britain 

Ways to bring about interfaith dialogue and resolution to conflict 

Centre for the study of Muslim-Jewish Relations (CMJR) and the Centre for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations (CJCR) 

The Council of Christians and Jews 

The Society for Interfaith Dialogue and Action

The Interfaith Network UK


	Intute 

http://www.intute.ac.uk/
Best of available resources on the Internet education and research 

Farmington 

http://www.farmington.ac.uk/resources/index.html
A wide range of religious education resources, including governmental sites 

The National Society 

http://www.natsoc.org.uk/
Church of England society promoting religious education

Office for National Statistics 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/default.asp 

Focus on religion 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/focuson/religion/ 

Also contain much data on ‘religious populations’
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.2 : Britain today

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· Ways to bring about interfaith dialogue and resolution to conflict 

· Centre for the study of Muslim-Jewish Relations (CMJR) and the Centre for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations (CJCR) 

· The Council of Christians and Jews 

· The Society for Interfaith Dialogue and Action 
	Creation of the British Council of Churches 

Churches Together, local SACREs, Government initiatives to community cohesion, local and regional interfaith groups 


	
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.2: Britain today

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· The Interfaith Network UK

· Creation of the British Council of Churches 

· Churches Together, local SACREs, Government initiatives to community cohesion, local and regional interfaith groups 
	
	
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.3: Moral and Religious Education and the Curriculum 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content

Candidates are encouraged to consider attitudes and values towards education and the impact of religion upon education in Britain 

· Impact of the Established Church as providers of education for all, 1870s onwards, eg Voluntary Aided Voluntary Controlled schools
	Students consider attitudes and values towards education and the impact of religion upon education in Britain through discussion (supported by suggested resources) of: 

Impact of the Established Church as providers of education for all, 1870s onwards, eg Voluntary Aided Voluntary Controlled schools


	Impact of the Established Church as providers of education for all, 1870s onwards, eg Voluntary Aided Voluntary Controlled schools

History of Education Society

http://www.historyofeducation.org.uk/ 

Religious Foundation schools and other Faith Foundation Schools in Britain

The Church of England

http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/education/schools/
A general website including schools

Catholic Education Service

http://www.cesew.org.uk/index.asp?id=1 

The role of religion and collective worship on the curriculum and current legislation

Teacher Net and links to worship 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/atoz/c/collectiveworship/index.cfm?code=legi 


	This section can be usefully related to Key Area 1 Religion and Culture, for example study a site of religious, historical and cultural significance, and to evaluate its significance for contemporary Britain

Also to be encouraged is the use of visits to a Christian place of worship, ideally with the guidance of a vicar or parish priest 

For more information, visit Learning outside the classroom www.lotc.com 
- review this website for an understanding of how one might make an educationally meaning visit to a place of religious worship, including links to key features of building and communities, and sensitivities when there, through the links to http://pow.reonline.org.uk/

	· Religious Foundation schools and other Faith Foundation Schools in Britain

· The role of religion and collective worship on the curriculum and current legislation


	Religious Foundation schools and other Faith Foundation Schools in Britain

The role of religion and collective worship on the curriculum and current legislation


	Consideration of the value of having state funded community schools and state funded faith schools 

Teacher Net and links to faith schools

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/faithschools/
UK-governmental and related sources promoting community cohesion should be studied and critically interrogated 

Teacher Net and links to community cohesion

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/Communitycohesion/Community_Cohesion_Guidance/ 

Communities and local government

http://www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=519 
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.3: Moral and Religious Education and the Curriculum 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· Consideration of the value of having state funded community schools and state funded faith schools 

· UK-governmental and related sources promoting community cohesion should be studied and critically interrogated
	Consideration of the value of having state funded community schools and state funded faith schools 

UK-governmental and related sources promoting community cohesion should be studied and critically interrogated
	Institute of Community Cohesion, in partnership with a number of universities 

http://www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx  

General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification
General Government and Professional Organisations

Association of University Lecturers in Religion and Education

AULRE (UK) 

http://www.aulre.org.uk/ 

Department for Children, Schools and Families

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/index.htm 

Major Government Department for education 


	

	
	
	Farmington 

http://www.farmington.ac.uk/resources/index.html
Wide range of religious education resources, including governmental sites 

National Association of Teachers of Religious Education 

http://www.natre.org.uk/ 

Useful resource for professional information

Religious Education Council of England and Wales 

http://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/ 

A wealth of educational and faith community resources 

QCA

http://www.qca.org.uk/
a public body sponsored by the DCSF plays ‘a vital role in the development, delivery and reform of the education and training framework for England’
	


	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	key area 3: Religion in modern Britain
key theme 3.3: Moral and Religious Education and the Curriculum 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	The National Society 

http://www.natsoc.org.uk/
Church of England society promoting religious education

The RE Directory 

http://www.theredirectory.org.uk/ 

Designed as one stop reference point for education, faith communities, courses, and much else
	


Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered, as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the Lesson

	Objective 1
	Understand the form and function of the Religious Education Council of England and Wales. 

	Objective 2
	Understand how government, faith communities and educators make a contribution to life in Britain today. 

	Objective 3
	Have some knowledge of how religion appears in the news media.


Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduce the topic as religion and education in Britain today.

	5 minutes
	Visit the website of the Religious Education Council of England and Wales 

http://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/ and follow links to RE in the news.

	5-10 minutes
	Get students individually or in pairs to note and then report back to the whole class a range of ways in which religion and education appear in the news media.

	15 minutes
	Get students to review the content and especially the links of the Religious Education Council of England and Wales – note especially the links headed ‘popular’. 

	10 minutes
	Write a brief note of the major features, contents and links of the Religious Education Council of England and Wales.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Explain to students about the thinking behind Government policy around social and community cohesion.

Check whether students understand the idea of community – ask their views of it. Should Governments be involved in developing this? 

Ask (without presupposing or pre-judging) whether students think whether religious education contributes to community cohesion.

Prepare for future debate.


	Time
	Content

	
	Then conduct a brief and focused debate around the statement:

Religious education does and should make a contribution to community cohesion.

Divide the class into those who argue it does and should and those who argue that it does not and should not.

Further information can be found at:

Communities and local government

http://www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=519 

Institute of Community Cohesion, in partnership with a number of universities. 

http://www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx  

General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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