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RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




	Chief Examiner’s first two weeks of teaching

	

	What do I want to achieve in the first few lessons? I want my students to be able to see from the outset why this specification is different and relevant for them; I want to introduce the core skills required by the specification and begin to practise them; I want to consider in general terms why religion requires specific consideration in a modern context and where particular areas of concern or interest are; I want to ensure a generic understanding of different religious approaches to sources of authority; I need to know my students have a good background understanding of core beliefs and practises of the religions I intend to make the main focus of our study. 

Why? Because these things combine together to make a solid foundation on which students will find it easier to build the rest of the course. 

	What I want to do 
	Details/areas to consider 
	Rationale

	Introduce the difference between ‘Then and Now’ – considering the origins of religious rules and customs 
	· What are we familiar with on a day to day basis that Abraham (or another key religious figure) might have run screaming from? 

· In what ways is life and society different now from the time when the founders of these religions were alive? 

· What are the possible implications of those differences? 

· Do religious rules relate to survival needs/imperatives that are no longer so pressing for us? (eg: are the kosher separation of milk and meat a hygiene rule or the various ritual washes required by the worlds religions hygiene rules for a dirtier world? Or do they have only spiritual value?) 

	Students will  
· Become familiar with the idea that most religions developed in a very different world to this one
· Begin to be able to spot areas likely to prove contentious with religious beliefs 

· Begin to understand alternative ways of looking at religions

	Understand approaches to religious authority 
	· What are the sources of authority for religions? What weight is given to different sources? 
· What are the various approaches to scripture – fundamentalist, conservative, liberal etc 

· What are the implications of regarding an ancient scripture as complete and perfect? 


	Students will
· Understand a single religion can contain different views and perspectives 

· Begin to be able to understand the reasons why some issues prove controversial 

	Introducing ‘Religion in a Modern Context’
	· In what political areas does religion impact on modern life? 
· When do I hear about religion in my life? 

· Can I spot ‘religious people’ by looking? Do I want to? What does it mean if I can? 

· What do modern people get out of religion?

· What religious rules do I know about and what do I think about them? (Eg: Muslims pray 5 times every day, do students know this? Would they want to do it? Why/why not?) 


	Students will
· Appreciate the relevance and value of the specification for their understanding of modern life 

· Begin to consider the role of religion in modern life 

· Begin to consider their own views and perspectives on religion as a concept

	World Faiths Overview
	· What are the core beliefs of our chosen religions? 
· What are their sources of authority? 

· Who are the important figures? 

· What countries/cultural background does this religion come from? 

· Am I already aware of their views on any modern issues or areas of life? 

	Students will
· Consolidate their overall understanding of the basic structures of the religions they are going to use as a focus 

	I intend to devote at least one lesson to each of these areas so that students will can build up confidence in expression of their own views, develop their skills in constructing argument and become familiar with the areas and issues likely to come up throughout their study of the specification. 


