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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Religious Studies C 

(Religion and Belief in Today’s World)


OCR GCSE in Religious Studies C (Religion and Belief in Today’s World): J622/J122

Unit: B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain 



Key Area 1: Religion and Culture

This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Religious Studies C specification for teaching from September 2009.

Contents

2Contents


3Introduction


5Sample Scheme of Work: Unit B612: Key Area 1: Religion and Culture


19Sample Lesson Plan: Unit B612: Key Area 1: Religion and Culture






Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

[image: image2.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT



[image: image3.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




[image: image4.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT



[image: image5.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT





	Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain

	Suggested teaching time
	12 
hours
	Topic
	Key Area 1 Religion and Culture 

Key Theme 1.1 How and why religion is expressed through the arts

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Indicative content 

Candidates should have considered a variety of art forms that relate to the Christian religion and consider the value of such art forms to the nation’s culture 

Expressing religion through the arts, including literature, music, painting/ sculpture, and theatre/ television/ film 


	Visit the National Gallery, London – this might be undertaken as a real or virtual activity.

Make a study of the different forms of the religious art, particularly from the Sainsbury Wing, a world class collection of Christian art from medieval Europe.

Visit an alternative museum or art gallery using the suggestions in the resource list. 

Visit the Victoria and Albert Museum or the British Museum for art and artefacts from the world’s religions across a number of millennia. 

Undertake a study of the forms of how why religion is expressed through the arts. 
	The National Gallery

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

A world class collection of art up to the early twentieth century, extraordinary wealth of collection in the Sainsbury Wing for medieval European religious art, including book, DVD, poster, postcard and a host pof other resources for teaching about religion and art. 

Victoria and Albert Museum 

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

A world class collection of artefacts of historical, cultural and religious interest, international in scope, , including book, DVD, poster, postcard and a host pof other resources for teaching about religion and art. 

British Museum

http://www.britishmuseum.org/ 

A world class collection of artefacts of historical, cultural and religious interest, international in scope, , including book, DVD, poster, postcard and a host of other resources for teaching about religion and art. 

National Theatre

http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/ 

especially, Stage Work, from the National Theatre http://www.stagework.org/stageworks/index.html 

An excellent resource for the performing arts, including some religious themes

Britannica online

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/160377/devotional 

An online reference encyclopaedia 

Biblical and religious art and music

http://catholic-resources.org/Art/ 

A useful additional resource


	The learning outside the classroom initiative has encouraged a wide range of subjects to think about ways in which teaching and learning can take place outside the school, visit www.lotc.com  The website includes advice on making external visits to places like museums and galleries as well as to places of worship.  

This module provides ample opportunities – depending of course on individual school circumstances – for taking advantage of learning outside the classroom. While visits to galleries and museums can be undertaken virtually there are numerous advantages to actual visits, not least amongst these is being able to take advantage of the often free educational services provided by many of the larger museums and galleries. 

	
	Investigate the relationship between religion and human rights

Investigate the tensions between freedom of religion or belief and freedom of expression.  

Use the English PEN website to find out about the 2005 campaign Freedom of Expression is No Offence campaign.

Search the IFEX site for sources of exemplar material to demonstrate where religion is a source for the repression of freedom of expression.

Undertake the same activity using the Amnesty International or Human Rights Watch sites.

Explore the diverse ways in which religious traditions have influenced the creative arts, from literature to music.

Imagine you are an arts reviewer – review of the sites listed here for religious content – stress the diversity of forms of how religion is expressed through the arts, including literature,  theatre, music, music festivals, as well as the visual arts. 
	While religion and art is often in harmonious relationship, rights-focused organisations are often a useful entry point to points of conflict between religion and the creative arts, and the following are examples:

English PEN

http://www.englishpen.org/
Part of the worldwide association of writers, English PEN has campaigned since the 1920s on issues of freedom of expression, and often today against limitations placed upon literary artists by the sensitivities of religious traditions

IFEX, International Freedom of Expression eXchange

http://www.ifex.org/ 

IFEX was formed in 1992 and now represents arguably the world’s largest single hub of (around eighty) major organisation concerning with freedom of expression around the world

Amnesty International 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/ 

UK based human rights organisation with some excellent resources on freedom of religious, often in regard to cultural matters

Human Rights Watch

http://www.hrw.org/ 

An American based human rights organisation with some excellent resources on freedom of religious, often in regard to cultural matters

[General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification]

CS Lewis and the Chronicles of Narnia

The C.S. Lewis Foundation

http://www.cslewis.org/ 

Gospel music

http://www.blackgospel.com/ 

Soul music

BBC Music

http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/souldeep/ 

History of soul music sites:

http://www.history-of-rock.com/soul_music.htm 

http://www.memphisrocknsoul.org/history-of-soul.html
Soul music sites: 

http://www.soulmusic.com/ 

http://www.soulmusic.co.uk/ 

http://www.bluesandsoul.com/ 

Rap music

BBC Music

http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/souldeep/ 

Musicals such as Jesus Christ Superstar, Joseph and Godspell

BBC Music

http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/souldeep/ 

Festivals such as Greenbelt 

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/ 

1960s pop culture

BBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/decades/1960s/default.stm 

The People History

http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1960s.html 

Seeing Salvation art exhibition

Images of Christ book from the exhibition 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Image-Christ-Catalogue-Exhibition-Salvation/dp/0300083653 

JSTOR reviews of the exhibition

http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=0007-6287(200005)142%3A1166%3C319%3ASSL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-9&cookieSet=1 

The National Gallery

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

Devotional art and music

The National Gallery

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

A world class collection of art up to the early twentieth century, extraordinary wealth of collection in the Sainsbury Wing for medieval European religious art

Victoria and Albert Museum 

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

A world class collection of artefacts of historical, cultural and religious interest, international in scope

British Museum

http://www.britishmuseum.org/ 

A world class collection of artefacts of historical, cultural and religious interest, international in scope

Britannica online

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/160377/devotional 

A general and authoritative online encyclopedic resource

Biblical and religious art and music

http://catholic-resources.org/Art/ 

Footprints in the sand

http://www.footprints-inthe-sand.com/ 

Dance and culture

Arts Council England

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/ 

BBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/7816196.stm 

[General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification] 
Spirituality 

Churches Together spirituality network

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/200/ 

Multiculturalism in Britain and issues surrounding artistic licence

English PEN

http://www.englishpen.org/
[General information about religious beliefs and practises that can be applied to different issues as required by the specification]

IFEX, International Freedom of Expression eXchange

http://www.ifex.org/
Mel Gibson’s Passion of the Christ 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0335345/
Jerry Springer the Musical 

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23644582-details/Now%20it/'s%20Jerry%20Springer%20the%20musical/article.do 

English PEN

http://www.englishpen.org/
IFEX, International Freedom of Expression eXchange

http://www.ifex.org/ 

Bend it Like Beckham

BBC movies

http://www.bbc.co.uk/films/2002/03/19/bend_it_like_beckham_2002_review.shtml 

Salman Rushdie The Satanic Verses 

http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/anglophone/satanic_verses/ 

English PEN

http://www.englishpen.org/
IFEX, International Freedom of Expression eXchange

http://www.ifex.org/ 


	

	
	
	Here is a list of other general resources.

General Educational Scholarly and Research Resources

BBC Religion

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ 

A wide range of reliable resources on religion, see also

BBC Arts

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/ 

BBC History 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire/ 

A useful general and reliable, up-to-date source

COPAC

National, Academic, and Specialist Library Catalogue

http://copac.ac.uk/ 

A hub of research and university libraries, including the British Library  

Google scholar 

http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 

An excellent resource for research and scholarly writing

Intute

http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/about.html
‘Artifact and Humbul, two of the hubs of the Resource Discovery Network (RDN)’ integrated ‘to create Intute: Arts and Humanities, a subject group of Intute’, with funding from the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). 
	

	
	
	Additional resources

Gallery resources from around the world, visit http://icom.museum/vlmp/galleries.html includes links to:

Australia: 

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. 

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne. 

Canada: 

National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 

Italy: Uffizi Gallery, Florence. (In Italian and English.) 

Japan: 

National Museum of Art, Osaka. (In Japanese and English.) 

National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto. (In Japanese and English.) 

National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo. (In Japanese and English.) 

UK: 

The National Gallery, London. 

Tate Gallery, London. 

National Portrait Gallery, London. 

Royal Academy of Arts, London. 

Hayward Gallery, South Bank, London. 

National Galleries of Scotland. 

USA: 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. One of the largest art museums in the world. See also the museum shop. 

National Museum of African Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC. 

Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York City. 
	


Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain
How and why religion is expressed through the arts 

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered, as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students should be able to understand the historic relationship between religion and arts through an introduction to the National Gallery Sainsbury Wing

	Objective 2
	Students should be able to provide two to three examples of the relationship between religion and art through detailing particular paintings, painters, or devotional pieces originally designed for church such as altars. 


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
· Building on real or virtual visit to the National Gallery, London, using Education Department, possibly a trip planned in collaboration between the Department of Religious Studies and Art. 

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduction 

	10 minutes
	Religion and art

	5-10 minutes
	The National Gallery

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 

A world class collection of art up to the early twentieth century, extraordinary wealth of collection in the Sainsbury Wing for medieval European religious and devotional art. 

	15 minutes
	Write a guide to one or two paintings or works of devotional art (for example, altar pieces, often in the form of diptych or triptych). Highlight the religious significance and symbolism of the work of art. 

	10 minutes
	Share images, perhaps in the form of a class display, and discuss the religious symbolism. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Imagine you are an arts reviewer – review of the sites listed here for religious content – stress the diversity of forms of how religion is expressed through the arts, including literature,  theatre, music, music festivals, as well as the visual arts.


Unit B612: Religion, Politics and Culture in Britain

How and why religion is expressed through the arts 

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered, as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the Lesson

	Objective 1
	Students should be able to understand the relationship and tensions between freedom of religion and freedom of expression

	Objective 2
	Student should be able to understand the nature, form and function of an organisation that campaigns on human rights, in particular freedom of expression with an emphasis upon campaigns involving religion


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge

· Building on real or virtual visit to the National Gallery, London, using Education Department, possibly a trip planned in collaboration between the Department of Religious Studies and Art. 

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduction 

For advanced and technical information and guidance on freedom of religion or belief and freedom of expression, as understood in international context at the United Nations, see: 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief at
http://www2.ohchr.org/ENGLISH/ISSUES/RELIGION/index.htm
and the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression at

http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/7/b/expression/


	10 minutes
	Freedom of religion and freedom of expression 

Freedom of expression 

Ask students if they know of any occasions when an author exercising freedom of expression has caused controversy.

Ask students whether there should ever limits to freedom of expression, and if so what these might be.



	5-10 minutes
	While religion and art is often in harmonious relationship, rights-focused organisations are often a useful entry point to points of conflict between religion and the creative arts, and the following are examples:

English PEN

http://www.englishpen.org/
Part of the worldwide association of writers, English PEN has campaigned since the 1920s on issues of freedom of expression, and often today against limitations placed upon literary artists by the sensitivities of religious traditions

IFEX, International Freedom of Expression eXchange

http://www.ifex.org/ 

IFEX was formed in 1992 and now represents arguably the world’s largest single hub of (around eighty) major organisation concerning with freedom of expression around the world

Amnesty International 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/ 

UK based human rights organisation with some excellent resources on freedom of religious, often in regard to cultural matters

Human Rights Watch

http://www.hrw.org/ 

An American based human rights organisation with some excellent resources on freedom of religious, often in regard to cultural matters



	15 minutes
	In pairs, review one of more of these website, looking for human rights stories which feature religion and or the arts. 

	10 minutes
	Share the reviews as a class. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Imagine you are a journalist reporting on a writer who has been threatened for your writing which has given offence to a religious group. Imagine what the offence might have been. As a journalist you will want to provide a balanced and factual account, one which is not biased. For ideas about case studies use the English PEN or the IFEX or the Amnesty International or the Human Rights Watch websites. 

For a site which gives advice to journalists on how to report accurately on religion, visit, Religion Newswriters at 

http://www.rnasecure.org/guide/visiting.html 

This also give some idea about how important religion has become and how journalists are trained to be both accurate and sensitive in their reporting – explore some of the journalist tensions here between reporting a story about a writer under threat and not wanting to give unnecessary offence to a religious community – perhaps a tension between freedom of expression and freedom of religion or belief? 




= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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