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SECTION A

LUKE

Answer question 1 and two other questions from this section.

1

(a) Describe the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, including the visit of the shepherds. [8]

(b) Explain why the stories of the birth of Jesus are important to Christians today. [7]

(c) ‘Only Christians should celebrate Christmas.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

2 (a) Describe the temptations of Jesus in the desert and show how each temptation was a
test for Jesus. [8]

(b) Explain how Christians today might use the story of the temptation of Jesus to resist
temptations in their own life. [7]

(c) ‘A Christian life is a good life but too strict for most people.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]
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3 (a) Give an account of the Parable of the Sower. [8]

(b) Explain how Jesus’ teaching on the Kingdom of God might influence Christians today. 
 [7]

(c) ‘Reading Luke’s gospel will change people’s lives.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

4 (a) Give an account of the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus. [8]

(b) Explain how the teachings of Jesus can help Christians to overcome the problems of
poverty and suffering in the world. [7]

(c) ‘The stories in Luke’s Gospel teach Christians that it is wrong to be rich.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

5 (a) Describe the events of Pentecost. [8]

(b) Explain why the Holy Spirit is important to Christians. [7]

(c) ‘The Holy Spirit is the only guide Christians need.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]
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SECTION B

MARK

Answer question 6 and two other questions from this section.

6

(a) Describe the Transfiguration of Jesus. [8]

(b) Explain how and why the story of the suffering and death of Jesus might influence
Christians today. [7]

(c) ‘Mark’s gospel shows Jesus to be a very different kind of leader (Messiah) from the one
the Jews expected.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

7 (a) Describe what happened at the Last Supper, according to Mark’s gospel. [8]

(b) Explain how the Last Supper influences Christian worship today. [7]

(c) ‘The main point of the Eucharist is remembering something which happened a long time
ago.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]
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8 (a) Give an account of the Parable of the Sower. [8]

(b) Explain how Jesus’ teaching on the Kingdom of God might influence Christians today. 
[7]

(c) ‘Reading Mark’s gospel will change people’s lives.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

9 (a) Describe Mark’s account of the healing of a paralysed man. [8]

(b) Explain how this story might teach Christians about the importance of faith in their lives
today. [7]

(c) ‘The healing miracles are the most important events in Mark’s gospel.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]

10 (a) Describe the event in which Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment, and
the answer he gave. [8]

(b) Explain how the teaching Jesus gave in answer to this question might influence the
behaviour of Christians today. [7]

(c) ‘It is impossible for ordinary people to do what Jesus said, so there is no point in trying.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your opinion and show that you have thought
about different points of view. [5]



Religious Studies A (World Religions) (Full Course) 6 © OCR 2000
Specimen Question Paper 1 Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations


	SPECIMEN PAPER
	SECTION A
	SECTION B

