@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2019

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F




Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We provide a
wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes
for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or
www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson'’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’
exam results.

* See students' scores for every exam question.
¢ Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

* |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their
learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world's leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress
in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,
wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years, and by
working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our
commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out
more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2019
Publications Code 1RBO_3F 1906_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2019

2 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F


http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk

Introduction

This paper contributes 25% towards the overall award. The assessment consists of two questions,
candidates must answer both questions.

The details of the assessment content is provided in the specification. Centres are to use this rather
than other published resources when planning the course content.

The standard of candidate responses was pleasing and candidates used knowledge from all areas
of the specification to gain marks; Pikuach Nefesh was referenced in questions about the mitzvot
and Shekhinah and Maimonides were frequently written about. However, candidates were not as
successful when answering questions on the Design and Cosmological arguments, most confusing
the two, and many mixing their argument with the creation account from Genesis. Where
candidates did answer these well, they were superb in their wider understanding.
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Question 1 (a)

Q01(a) asked candidates to outline three beliefs about the mitzvot. The majority of candidates
wrote three beliefs accurately and were awarded all the marks. A few candidates did not recognise
the word and made an attempt, sometimes gaining a mark.

1 (a) Outline three beliefs about the mitzvot.
(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
* Moses received the mitzvot (1).
* |t contains Jewish laws (1).

* There are 613 mitzvot (1).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
¢ |t teaches them how to live (1).
* They were given in a covenant with God (1).

* There are 613 mitzvot (1).

ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

Separate the points being made onto three lines to make it
straightforward for the examiner.

us
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Question 1 (b)

QO01(b) asked candidates to explain two beliefs about Pikuach Nefesh. It is good to see that the
majority of candidates knew what this was and made a good attempt to answer the question, using
examples such as the rules about Shabbat and transplant surgery. Some candidates struggled to
separate this into two distinct beliefs.

(b) Explain two beliefs about Pikuach Nefesh.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Pikuach Nefesh has to be followed even if it breaks a mitzvot (1), as saving
a life is more important (1).

Jews cannot put themselves in danger to save someone else (1), such as a
non-swimmer saving someone who is drowning (1).

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Use examples or quotes in order to develop beliefs.

us
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Human life is holy (1), so even on Shabbat you should save a life (1). This is
the wrong way around really, as the development should be because life is
holy. However, as they have written the whole sentence afterwards, this
does not matter.

It is the overuling belief in the Jewish faith (1), so it is the most important
(1).

‘l ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to write the belief (or reason etc), and
then the development. If they do this the other way around, they may limit
themselves to fewer marks, or no marks if they write the development
without the belief.
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Question 1 (c)

Q01(c) asked candidates to explain why the Messiah may be important for Jews. This produced a
mix of superb answers which were very specific, including the ushering in of the messianic age and
a world of peace, and the rebuilding of the Temple. A significant number of candidates wrote about
Jesus, either as the Messiah, or by pointing out that Jews do not accept Jesus as the Messiah.

(c) Explain two reasons the Messiah may be important for Jews.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
o) n N Lonas. .. e Mernsah....... o — be. .3 chan
_ \(uﬁ el yp ‘b“ii:f‘
&m‘ .............. gj&u)& .................. S Nec AU s N L\ ﬂeﬁ- ....... e aG.....
........ @lﬁ-ﬁiﬁam;:w—\& ﬁn%m@\ﬁdef’mLmLm éh

....... A—nod'h.errfman Lu\ruj-\rmlu\e,mm@.i\w_ﬁhnkpcxéﬁw

b SR AP hﬁ..c.cﬂ_Lu:.Q_ .................. N e rehoudd....

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

He will help better the world (1), by getting rid of poverty and famine and
stop war (1).

He will rebuild the Temple (1), so that Jews can get close to God by
worshipping there (1).
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The messianic age will come (1), and bring peace (1).

He will be a military leader (1), someone to look up to (1).
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Question 1 (d)

Q01(d) asked candidates to evaluate whether the Covenant at Sinai is the most important covenant.
The best responses compared what came from this covenant with the Abrahamic Covenant and
then decided which was the most important one for the faith.

Some candidates confused the covenants, or compared the Covenant at Sinai with something

unrelated and these did not gain many marks. Most candidates wrote a for and against style
answer to this question, and appraised the arguments used.

10 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F



*(d) “The Covenant at Sinal is the most important covenant,”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

. I
In your response you should: O - o "
« refer to Jewish teachings =~ O=vt =Pkt f)epey

+ reach a justified conclusion. wipzior- | Abeationn ~clec el by
(15)

We.ﬁ,%mu\h\..}@fb{ki g dla e flarac.

ot el d;“a.n:bwwaq. A e SLAND e
........... NS TN SRV PN EU (I S~ o}‘.mfgxw - Landhen e

.................................... Smmsfaar.n.xo\mr;hhm\m&r
CMAQIEL“—&C&’LMU&«M&*&M“-EQCQUM
Hay.. \n) e@\aulimhk%aohom T 207V
Nebysn

Sedes Mk L. Mo Qoitd. 2 prestcnad. k.
.Q,@&-g......t....mhmh .......... -%\M-«h .......... fam&mﬁ:)wrlﬂ!w\mk .......................

LAV O~£ ........ JL,_m\l—zuGr'\Pp&mg}MT ‘bg\—\ﬂ-ﬁ-ﬂ\b
M::I At i mldw@ruiﬁmﬂa&ma{-m}r&[@}i

ks %w@h%mm—wh\mum:wm; ................
ﬂ,ﬂ)f,mvgc}rn..nm L méwmw\mﬂdbu.m‘mh& ...........
o L leebeme o Ased Mo coles . %mkww
.‘.W?.ossi.b&,n, ..... PP PN b%xmt,wm%m\}-@oud
) s oo sttanesl o Lma}~mpr+m-l-mmh¥% ..... oy
P TR PR FUT CUTU MW S o | S

.............................. % QMSQ;J&,,DK@%M@L@Q(%@%QM&,

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F 11



muwdﬁmmimmﬁﬁmﬂnf%nﬁWQuMHﬁm
A ool %JMLQMOW(IREQQG{U%\WM O
c{}hﬂmnmwwtﬂpk ........ wiould.. eliewt. . et o

Mmmf%wq 1*&3%%0%@064;“‘731"4"&
hg,LMuthﬂfﬁllcob}S.% VNN ot tfl,(_c,gmw .......

J‘dk.b.p,sa,f&ga.&mwmn&;mmpmkfhz:mﬁ-
T o M anl \mb}khm.doalémﬁdmnm&aw—ﬁ’ ...................

Mkﬁxhw]mfwmlalmlrﬁb@rh
MQ'EW\P#M\’CMM%AF ..... e
QMMJWnuHJm P URRTRVN s W ST~ P & SR TP el
L&ahm)ﬂ.u? ....... waulo,l,l[lm)lh;‘r'ﬂbrmamiacﬂw“%u;
w&&mmhhmwf-}“n\'m&u&mmﬂhmhmm

L

WMMN*‘-HQUWM ........ would...be..Cicomcised...
pd@’ﬁdknﬂhcn?qommdkimm“ﬁmm“d%ﬁh
'ﬂaﬂ?{_a:o. ..... ] mn»lalhgwu:Lw%wmimeo(m#

Jozcanag, . f&‘*l’dﬁﬂ(&)ﬁutbwlz&ﬁﬁs‘l\ ..............................
Mhmhb@g\rwmus&J[Br{FMlhk a\ndwmnn%

Mm‘sMﬁvd.szm%sr ........ Pml""'f’} ........ anqafw%
JeRVE S mm?[wmf}lnmb ......... ;,;e.upaﬁnl-kacq.uk.e,f
MMM%%m’ammhnﬂ-mm&wmkhd .
A contieston . from (ool k- boh sioesof ftu arqrunt,

lakﬁss%’umb&mmhmk[mmﬂkv&% ook
Mmmﬂcru%b\mm&-’ﬂ—tmv‘hﬂ}“\\'&h%a,and

H’ 1Y esdiar Dn-ﬂ‘ WORL  LAa pr\' B"(Toulforﬂuution1 = 27 marks)
ey lo botour AlLeshanm s o Y- VN

12  GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F



< {ResuitsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 7 marks plus 3 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

This candidate makes some really good points but they have not
developed them. They appraise from the beginning but without actually
saying that the laws were given by God, or what that then means for
Pikuach Nefesh, (ie that life is more important, that the laws are to live by,
not die from). They have written about the Abrahamic Covenant being
easier to uphold but have not said that most Jews, even non-religious Jews,
still circumcise their children, that it marks them out as part of the nation
of Israel even without the laws. However, they have made a good attempt
to answer the question, and it is in level 3, albeit at the bottom of that
level.

\ Examiner Tip

Although (d) questions are AO2, candidates need to have sufficient
knowledge to be able to appraise and evaluate.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 2, 6 marks plus 3 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

This is a typical example of a candidate who has written 'some Jews think
this...because...other Jews think this...because...in conclusion | think...".
This candidate has reasonable knowledge of the question asked and is not
incorrect but they have not appraised or evaluated in this answer.
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Question 2 (a)

Q02(a) asked candidates to outline three parts of the cosmological argument. This was not
answered well by a significant number of candidates who did not know, or did not understand what
the cosmological argument was.

The best answers had three clear sentences which explained it completely.

2 (a) Outline three parts of the cosmological argument.

ﬁe fzb, Aﬁf A CANK ...
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4 ééf'ﬁbﬁf(}q¢ ............................................................................

(3}

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
* Everything has a cause (1).
* The universe must have a (first) cause (1).

e God is the first cause (1).

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F 17
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:

* Everything that exists has a cause (1).

e The universe exists (1).

¢ God has made the universe (1).

18 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F



Question 2 (b)

Q02(b) asks candidates to explain two issues raised by the problem of evil. This was answered well
by the majority of candidates who recognised the phrase 'the problem of evil' and many wrote
about the inconsistent triad, with some candidates even naming philosophers such as Mackie.
Candidates struggled if they read this question as asking for the Jewish response rather than the
problem itself.

(b) Explain two issues raised by the problem of evil and suffering for Jews.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

If God was omnibenevolent, omniscient and omnipotent, he would be able
to end all suffering (1), yet he doesn't so this questions God's power (1).

If God cared for his creations he would end all suffering (1). God gave
manna to the Israelites yet did nothing in the Holocaust (1).

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure candidates know the difference between the problem of evil,
and responses to the problem of evil.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

If God is omnibenevolent why would he allow people to suffer (1). There
are thousands of deaths from natural disasters (1).

God created a perfect world (1). Why would he allow suffering? (1).

This can be read as one long development, or two separate ones, and the
candidate has been given the marks for two separate reasons.

20 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F



Question 2 (c)

Q02(c) asks candidates to explain two ways revelation may lead to belief in the Almighty. These
were answered well by the majority of candidates who separated the two ways into general and
personal revelation. Where candidates gained fewer marks, it was generally because they used
examples from the New Testament.

(c) Explain two ways revelation may lead to belief in the Aimighty.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

One way is by general revelation (1), which is open to everyone such as
looking at nature (1).

Another is through special revelation (1), a miracle that can only be
explained by the existence of God (1), such as Isaiah saying he had seen
God (1).
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

A vision from God can make a person feel they have been guided towards
him (1), seeing God is enough proof (1), like Isaiah (1).

If a person prays and it happens, a person can believe in the Almighty (1),
as what they asked for happened so is proof of some divinity (1).
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Question 2 (d)

Q02(d) asks candidates whether the design argument proves the existence of the Almighty. Where
this was answered well, the knowledge was very high, with philosophers such as Aquinas and
Dawkins being used as examples. However, some candidates struggled as they lacked the
understanding of what the design argument is trying to say.

(d) “The design argument proves the existence of the Almighty.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
« refer to non-religious points of view

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 7 marks.

This is on the surface a good answer, as the candidate has understood the
design argument and has compared it to both the account of creation in
the Torah and the scientific theories. It is just into level 3 for an attempt at
appraisal but most of the counter points are the alternative views rather
than appraisal of the design argument, (ie what are the weaknesses of
that, rather than what other people think instead). They have not really
discussed why Jews would believe the design theory other than that it
supports the Torah.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates need to look at the strengths and weaknesses of the
arguments.
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 7 marks.

This candidate makes a better attempt at appraisal and acknowledges that
Jews can believe in the AImighty as creator without supporting the design
argument. It does not reach any higher, however, as they have gone on to
argue whether the Almighty created the world or whether scientific
arguments are more likely, which is not the question asked.
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Question 3 (a)
Q03(a) asks candidates to outline three traditions associated with death and mourning. There were
so many different answers to this which could be accepted and the majority of candidates

answered it well.

3 (a) Outline three Jewish traditions associated with death and mourning.

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
* There will be a year long mourning period (1).
* They will be buried rather than cremated (1).

* The funeral takes place soon after death (1).

30 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F



#:Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
* Not to leave the body until it is buried (1).
* To bury the body in 24 hours (1).

e Remove all mirrors (1).
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Question 3 (b)

QO03(b) asks candidates to explain two reasons why Shavuot is important. Many candidates did not
know what Shavuot was. Where it was answered well, candidates wrote about the giving of the
Torah and the traditions associated with that, and the harvest connection.

(b) Explain two reasons why Shavuot is important for Jews.

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.
Shavuot was originally a harvest festival (1).

It became a commemoration of the Torah (1), and reminds Jews of the
laws (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

All the festivals in the specification need to be studied.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:

* |t celebrates the giving of the Torah (1).

* Jews are able to abide by this throughout their lives (1).
* |tis a type of pilgrim festival (1).

The rest is not a development of the second point.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3F
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Question 3 (c)

QO03(c) asks candidates to explain two features of Shabbat worship in the home. This was answered
well by most candidates who wrote about lighting candles, families getting together and using the
time for worship rather than work.

et

(
in the home.
(c) Explain two features of Shabbat warship in the home.  |c2 2/ %ﬂh |
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. o

(5)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The woman lights the candles (1), and this marks the beginning of Shabbat
(1).

No work is done (1), as The Ten Commandments say to keep the Sabbath
day holy (1). Jews do as God says and use the day for relaxation and
reflection (1).
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

It allows Jews to thank God for his creations (1), because God commanded
them to keep the Sabbath and make it holy (1), this means they would try
not to do any work (1). The feature is the last part of this. If they had not
said this, they would not have got the first two marks as it would not

answer the question.

Jews light a candle (1), to welcome Shabbat into their home (1).
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Question 3 (d)

Q03(d) asks candidates to evaluate whether all Jews should pray three times a day. The best
answers to this question looked at the purposes of prayer, and the intention, and decided whether
it was enough to follow the laws or whether it is better to pray when one feels the need to.

Where candidates struggled, it was often because they did not know why Jews pray as they do, or

they got Judaism, Christianity and sometimes Islam confused.

*(d) “All Jews should pray three times a day.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

I.n your response you should: \’W& TN ) ‘HJJ& W}Jg\d

refer to Jewish teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

ﬁm.k— oo \$

ﬁfsmmm e m
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 7 marks, plus 3 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

This candidate starts out with a for and against type of answer, but on the
second page they make some more analytical comments and there is an
attempt to appraise the arguments they have given. However, their
knowledge is not extensive so their comments are limited to what they
think and this prevents their answer from getting any further marks.
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 7 marks plus 3 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

This is a good answer. There is some attempt to appraise and the reasons
given for praying are well thought out. However, the conclusion repeats an
earlier point as a personal opinion rather than evaluating the arguments.
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Question 4 (a)

QO04(a) asks candidates to outline three Jewish beliefs about human rights. Most candidates
identified three human rights which Jews agree with and therefore got the marks.

4 (a) Outline three Jewish beliefs about human rights.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
e All life is sacred (1).
* Everyone deserves to be treated with respect (1).

e We all should have the same choices (1).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks:
* Everyone should be equal (1).
* Everyone deserves freedom of speech (1).

* Every human has the right to follow a religion or not (1).
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Question 4 (b)

Q04(b) asks candidates to explain two attitudes to wealth. The best answers included that wealth is
not a bad thing, that it can be a reward from the Almighty and that it should be used for the good
(b) Explain two Jewish attitudes to wealth.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
It is ok as long as God is not forgotten (1).
A person should not be obsessed by wealth (1).

Wealth should be used to help the less fortunate (1), and Jewish
households have a collection box for charity (1).
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Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.
Wealth is a blessing from God (1), and should be used to help others (1).

The King Solomon story shows that they should choose wisdom and work
on their morals (1), as wealth is not what pleases God (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Leave a line in between points to separate them.
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Question 4 (c)

QO04(c) asks candidates to explain two Jewish teachings about religious freedom. Where this was
answered well, candidates wrote about the Almighty having created everyone, about respect for
others and the lack of evangelism in Judaism. Some candidates did not understand the question
and wrote about the roles of men and women, or about sex before marriage within Judaism. This
question also gave the highest number of New Testament quotes with 'there is neither Jew nor
Gentile..' being the most common one.

(c) Explain two Jewish teachings about religious freedom,

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Jews don't make people convert to Judaism (1), as God created mankind in
his image (1), therefore, he created everyone differently (1).

Jews are taught to respect everyone (1), and you should love your
neighbour (1).
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Jews should respect other people (1). They cannot treat people badly (1),
and even an alien living with you should not be ill-treated (1).

Although they are the chosen people it does not mean they are better (1),
it is a responsibility to fulfil (1).
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Question 4 (d)

Q04(d) asks candidates to evaluate whether all Jews should work to end prejudice and
discrimination. There were some really good answers to this, where candidates looked at the
mitzvot, and at history, and weighed this up against what other issues Jewish people might see as
more important.

Some candidates found this difficult and did not manage to give a counter argument, thus limiting
their marks.

(d) “All Jews should work towards ending prejudice and discrimination.”

Lo

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: id ‘ ot
. refer to Jewish teachings Ty ey gl [T e
- reach a justified conclusion. [H‘“"‘ “Fes ry <0 b
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 7 marks.

. —

This is a good answer, full of knowledge and understanding with some
attempts at appraisal. They have made some good points about how
working in this way may lead to more discrimination but they have not
developed this. The conclusion is more of an afterthought and this limits
this to 7 marks.
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?/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded level 3, 8 marks.

This candidate has a lot of knowledge and understanding and has
grappled with the issue, pointing out that it may be subjective, that one
person's discrimination is another's belief. They have looked at Jewish
teaching and shown how it can be read in different ways. It is a good
answer. However, the conclusion does not weigh up the arguments and
gives their opinion, so this cannot score any higher.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages using the
blank spaces.

* When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the
question and support the reasons given.

* The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved
if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an argument.

* On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer, so
candidates must respond to all aspects of the question.

* Candidates should read the questions carefully in order to ensure that their answer fully
responds to the question being asked.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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