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Introduction

Paper 1: Area of Study 3 - Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice. Islam.

This paper contributes 50% of the overall full course award at GCSE. The paper consists of four
compulsory questions, each covers a section of the specification, and all candidates are expected to
answer all four sub-questions from each section. Details of the assessment content are provided in
the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification, rather than other published
resources, when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is written based on
the specification content.

This paper encourages an in depth study of Islam today. TRB0_3C consists of two generic sections,
Muslim Beliefs and Living the Muslim Life, with two option topics, Philosophy of Religion and
Equality.

This is the second year of awarding for this qualification and teaching should be firmly rooted in the
demands of the specification.

By comparison to last year there was much to commend in the work of many candidates.

In (a) questions very few candidates attempted to give a list, so fewer candidates lost marks on
straightforward questions.

In (c) responses, particularly the use of a source of authority demonstrated significant
improvement. Many more candidates gave recognisable quotes or paraphrases of the
Qur'an/Hadith rather than a generic 'the Qur'an says...".

In (d) questions the standard remained much the same as last year with few candidates able to
appraise their own arguments. Some who did attempt appraisal did so at the expense of the
development of their arguments. The levels for (d) marking are firmly rooted in the demands of the
higher order thinking skills so it was pleasing to see that more able candidates were better
prepared to take on the challenge, taking the discussion to the next level.
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Question 1 (a)

This is taken from bullet point 1.3.

This was a very straightforward question to introduce the paper. The vast majority of candidates
had no problem in giving three brief sentences outlining three characteristics. The most common
responses focussed on the idea that Allah is omniscient, omnipotent and benevolent. Unfortunately
some candidates could not resist the lure of a three word list and only gained 1 mark rather than
the three marks their knowledge warranted.

This response is included to illustrate the issue of the list.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah shown in the Qur’an.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark for a list with three correct
ideas.

Please note that had the candidate written:

* Omni-benevolent (all-loving) etc this would still have been
credited as a list. The definition does not add to the outline.

However had the candidate written:

Allah is all-loving etc this would have gained full marks.

\ _,
\ ResuitsP

Examiner Tip

Short sentences please, not a three word list.
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This is included as an example of a candidate who clearly knew enough to gain three marks yet,
while including extra information which gained no credit, only achieved 2 marks.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah shown in the Qur'an,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
e Allah is one.
* Allah is designer and creator.

Al-Rahman is the beneficent one however the name alone did not
constitute an outline and so could not be credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is no need for development or extra information.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks but gave far
too much information for an outline question.

1 (a) Outline three characteristics of Allah shown in the Qur'an.

{3}
LR a . om0 o0 potent. . and @kl goserfal....
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
¢ Allah is shown as omnipotent.
¢ Allah is shown as omniscient.
¢ Allah is shown as omnibenevolent.

Developments to show how the Qur'an shows these characteristics
were not required.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Stick to the point - you don't have to use all the space.
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Question 1 (b)

This is based on bullet point 1.6.

Many candidates knew a lot about angels. They did not all use the opportunity offered to develop
their explanations but rather gave a long list of beliefs. The most common included ideas like they
have no free will, they are made of light, they do specific jobs and they carry messages for Allah.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who gave one developed reason.

(b) Explain two Muslim beliefs about angels.
(4)

One.mVRUM-URE. QUI0LE GRS S N0 R
ENOL) PO G US. A1 B LORN /e (0 0\ SHEN—

@)

A0 COAACE S A O A0 Q0
LAON0.... 0N B e~ < N S

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
One developed reason.

* Angels protect us (1), developed by, therefore we aren't hurt by
evil spirits (1).

The second attempted reason was not credited.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

There is no substitute for thorough revision.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who confused facts with beliefs.

(b) Explain two Muslim beliefs about angels.

ﬂ'f\,{) ............................ MU e loebe (N Soany WA AT

NN ST Y oI-tw- S e \i et S

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
One developed and one simple reason.

* Israfil blows the trumpet in the day of Judgement (1), developed
by, to see if Muslims go to heaven or hell (1).

* There is an angel of death called Izra(f)il (1).

Whilst it is true that belief in angels is one of the Six Beliefs this is a
fact rather than a belief, and was not credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Stick to what the question asks for.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks.

(b) Explain two Muslim beliefs about angels.  NVuwnlcoir « Nodowr

(4)
One. Massdann. padass.. ook angeAdi. s Ehak | Eheay
o) Alah s Foc example Ao tsld anged  Tuorad t.
Maryom) g

..... q LRSAML. U A LN

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* They obey Allah (1), developed by, for example, Allah told Jibrail
to tell Maryam she was going to give birth to a son (1).

* Some angels have assigned roles (1). Developed by: For example,
Munkar and Nakir will ask a dead person questions in the grave

(1).

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Examples are a useful form of development.
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Question 1 (c)

This is taken from specification bullet point 1.8.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who included all the relevant knowledge in
one very long sentence.

(c) Explain two Muslim teachings about life after death shown in the Qur'an,

d[,mybm your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Jahdna )

(5)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

One developed reason.

* If you are good you will be rewarded with Jannah (1), developed
by, if you have committed a sin and not asked for forgiveness

you will go to Jahannam (1).

With more planning this could have been used to generate two
developed reasons.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Plan your development before you begin.
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This is included as an example of a candidate who gave two developed reasons, but neglected to
include a quote from a source of wisdom and authority.

(c) Explain two Muslim teachings about life after death shown in the Qur'an.

in your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

LAPLLQ GE. RIS IWNRKS. ’Mmab-} chx{_mdﬂhm S thamns,)
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N (ResuitsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* The Day of Judgement will happen (1). Developed by: This is
when Allah will judge everyone fairly (1).

* If the good outweighs the bad, or vice versa, the person will go to
heaven or hell (1). Developed by: Hell is a place of punishment
(M.

The candidate included a significant amount of additional
information which could not be credited. There were a number of
neglected opportunities to include a relevant quotation.

y

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Learn your quotations.
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This response is included to illustrate constructive use of a well-known quotation from the Qur'an
(Surah 23:104).

(c) Explain two Muslim teachings about life after death shown in the Quran.

_ In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

:Of\f&teachm QT(U«%&W ______
mww\br?

nOre (e, wwk Le MAJO/D\ad for
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.
Two developed reasons and an appropriate source of authority.

* We will go to paradise (1). Developed by: This is eternal paradise
where we will be rewarded for our good deeds (1).

* Bad people will go to hell (1). Developed by: This is eternal
punishment (1). The Qur'an teaches 'The fire will scorch their
faces' (Source of authority) (1).

In this case the quotation is firmly linked to a developed reason so
the additional mark can be credited.

y

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Think about how your quotations fit your reason.
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Question 1 (d)

The question is based on specification bullet point 1.4.

All candidates in these exemplars were awarded 3 marks for SPaG.

Most candidates were well informed on the value of Prophet Muhammad as a role model for
Muslims though the other prophets were less widely considered. Many contrasted the value of a

human example with the value of the Qur'an as the most useful source of guidance.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate at Level 1.

GCSE Religious Studies TRBO3C 15



*(d) “The lives of the prophets are the best way for a Muslim to understand how to
live

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
«+  refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

«-«W
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.
Please consider the marking criteria for Level 1 performance.
* There is some understanding of religion and belief.

* One key issue has been identified on each side of the debate
with limited linkage to other ideas.

* The conclusion reiterates the argument to produce a conclusion
that is not fully justified.

Since this response fulfils the criteria for Level 1 the best fit mark
was 3.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

It is difficult to access higher marks based on one basic for and
against argument.
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This response is included to illustrate the development in the quality of the response between Level
1 and Level 2.

We  Sent ‘o evey flakiof A e SSensy w%:dﬁw

In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling, Ve il fmﬂ.‘
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology. 90,/ :

*(d) “The lives of the prophets are the best way for a Muslim to u derstand how to fe\igion

live! PFOPHQ LS Tham QHSL'@WQ[’LLS M'H‘
Evaluate this statement consideringi:rguments for andfgainst

bukaS Sea| of the prP‘KU

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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SaBiad andein biS last Secmon he alSo |

CSaid " T wave pPerfecked your felgien?
_Showing  him ko be the porfeck examele. |

Nhat baS €urbwec Conuia tech-me 43 Lhes
wWay  Yhar a\\L . LloewnerS. Moy have been |
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fgmqlaackhmbkmwkchl$ct_gredf
\QSSQ(\m\mr
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.
Please consider the marking criteria for Level 1 and Level 2.

* The candidate demonstrates limited understanding of religion
and belief (Level 2-).

* Relevant elements are identified and superficial connections
made using relevant quotations (Level 1).

* Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a
conclusion that is not fully justified (Level 1).

There is clearly an attempt to include more relevant information,
lifting the response to a Level 2. However much of it remains a
basic, and fairly superficial treatment of the topic, firmly rooted in
Level 1. Therefore the best fit mark for this response is Level 2: 4
marks.

\ Examiner Tip

Focus on a conclusion that doesn't merely restate the arguments.
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This response is included to demonstrate the development between a low Level 2 and a high Level
2.

*(d) "The lives of the prophets are the best way for a Muslim to understand how to
live”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.
Please consider the marking criteria for Level 2.

* There is limited, but accurate, understanding of religion and
belief.

* There is an attempt to deconstruct religious information and
connect elements of the question together.

* There is limited evidence of judgement of the value of the
arguments leading to a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate therefore fulfilled the requirements for Level 2 and
was awarded 6 marks.

d

ResultsPlus
\

- Examiner Tip

To improve requires judgement of the quality of the arguments
offered.
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Question 2 (a)

This is taken from specification bullet point 2.5.

Whilst almost all candidates recognised that the design argument concerns the creation of the
world, many saw this as a licence to simply write Muslim beliefs about Allah as creator without
reference to the design argument. A significant minority wrote about the causation argument and
therefore could not be credited.

This response is included to illustrate the difficulty faced by those who failed to link their outlines to
the design argument.

2 (a) Outline three ways the design argument confirms the existence of Allah for

Muslims.
(3)
A€ Pl Clfetl 0. Creade. will....
Hrmb e exidtence. cf.. M.

ingy... Comn.Scend ). J0. ok ngw)

........ RO (o Y. S
id. . beadon.. 3. S Aan S Al loting..Se......

........ he. . ... i;mmhjmm%znf/{

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

This response is focussed on the attributes of Allah as creator, with
no reference to the design argument.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure you answer the question.
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This candidate focussed on the evidence for the existence of Allah rather than the design argument
as proof.

2 (a) Outline three ways the design argument confirms the existence of Allah for
Muslims,

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
* |t was planned and complicated.

Miracles and visions may indeed provide evidence of the existence
of Allah but are unrelated to the design argument.

4 ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Focus on the key words in the question.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a response fully focussed on the design
argument.

2 (a) Outline three ways the design argument confirms the existence of Allah for

Muslims.
{3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
¢ Something must have designed the earth.
* The earth has been planned.

* |t couldn't have happened due to chance.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This form of simple statement is all that is required. There is no
credit for development.
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Question 2 (b)

This question is based on specification bullet point 2.8.

Both practical and philosophical responses were credited. Those who struggled with this question
did so because they failed to realise the question required Muslim responses.

This response was included as an example of a mid-range response.

(b) Explain two Muslim responses to the problem of suffering.

(4)

SPOSS. ENE S e B

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
One developed reason.

* Life is a test for the afterlife (1), developed by, you are suffering
for a reason, to see if you will pass the test (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

What could a Muslim do to relieve suffering?
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This was included as an example of those who struggled to provide a convincing second reason.

(b) Explain two Muslim responses to the problem of suffering.
(4)

LAe ke ecobomn. o Seffering s ek
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makang wew . (esec xo e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
One simple and one developed reason.
* Allah sends suffering upon those who commit bad deeds (1).

* Suffering can lead to someone becoming a better Muslim (1), as
you ask for forgiveness from Allah (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Why else may suffering exist?
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This response was included to demonstrate the benefits of focussing on the responses Muslims
may make to suffering.

(b) Explain two Muslim responses to the problem of suffering.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed responses.

* Muslims can read the Qur'an and look for solutions (1),
developed by, e.g. the story of Ayyub (1).

* Muslims can pray their five daily prayers and ask for forgiveness
and guidance (1). Developed by: They can also pray additional
prayers to help (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Practice looking for the key word.
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Question 2 (c)

The question is based on specification bullet point 2.1.

Most candidates chose to consider revelation through the Qur'an and the Prophet, with others
considering miracles and visions as revelation.

This is included as an example of a form of direct revelation.

(c) Explain two ways Muslims believe Allah is revealed to humanity.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

30 GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 3C




<\\/QResultsus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

[

* When Musa talked to Allah (1).

The attempted development linked to the nature of Allah rather
than to revelation so was not credited.

4B\

e \\. ResultsPlus
\3 Examiner Tip

Develop the way not the reason.
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This is included to illustrate the use of a familiar quotation to illustrate how Allah is revealed.

(c) Explain two ways Muslims believe Allah is revealed to humanity.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
Pllah 0 evealed thavgh e Quan where jf S afl of Allah 5
99 namen . B o s Ouan if saw - “Allah b one, Heer . the
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lo l:w A f\fe (g ot yodc thil deen andd athen showl 714} @ ___________________
Pllarh v analh - iom..l.\.g ........ (o -
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Two developed reasons and a relevant source of authority.

* Allah is revealed through the Qur'an (1). The Qur'an says, 'Allah is
one, the eternal refuge.' (Source of authority) (1). Developed by,
which helps Muslims have an idea what God is like (1).

* Allah is revealed through the prophets (1). Prophets teach
humanity Allah's lessons and this shows Muslims how Allah

wants his believers to behave (1).

The quotation is firmly embedded in the midst of a developed

reason.

<A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
2x2+1=5,
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This candidate gave two developed reasons but was unable to link the quote to a developed

reason.
(c) Explain two ways Muslims believe Allah is revealed to humanity.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 5
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\ / ResultsPlus
//\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* Allah is revealed through the Qur'an (1). Developed by: The
Qur'an is believed to have never been altered (1).

* Allah reveals himself through visions (1). Developed by: For
example Prophet Muhammad on the Night Journey (1).

Since the quotation effectively stands alone, rather than linked to a
developed reason, it was not credited.

<\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Embed your quote in a developed reason.
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Question 2 (d)

The question is based on bullet point 2.2.

The vast majority of candidates found something relevant to contribute to the discussion with
many enjoying the opportunity to expound on non-religious views. Such non-religious opinions are
only creditworthy when they are specifically asked for in the question rubric. Unfortunately many
candidates employed them on other questions, particularly, but not exclusively, in response to (d)
question stimuli.

This response was included to demonstrate the work of a candidate who answered on what a
person could see with their eyes rather than on visions as a mystical experience.

36 GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 3C



(d) “Visions provide evidence that Allah exists."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

+ refer to non-religious points of view
«+ reach a justified conclusion.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

Fortunately in this case, achieving no marks did not also cost the
candidate SPaG marks, since SPaG is only awarded in sections 1
and 3.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully.
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This candidate argued one simple point from each side of the debate.

(d) “Visions provide evidence that Allah exists.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

- In your response you should:
+  refer to Muslim teachings
« refer to non-religious points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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N (7 ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.
Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

* There are simple ideas of religion and belief.
* One issue was identified and refuted.

* This led to a conclusion that was not justified.

A\

y
A

<Y\ ResultsPlus
\\_} Examiner Tip

Consider alternative relevant issues.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who was prepared to offer more elements
for consideration on both sides of the argument.

(d) “Visions provide evidence that Allah exists.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings

« refer to non-religious points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
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N / ResultsPlus

‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria for Level 2.

* There is limited understanding of religion and belief.

* There are simple attempts to deconstruct the evidence.

* There is no evidence of judgement of the value of the arguments
leading to a conclusion which is not justified.

pa)

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Focus on judging the quality of the arguments offered.

GCSE Religious Studies TRBO 3C 43



Question 3 (a)

This was based on specification bullet point 3.3.

Since Salah is one of the Five Pillars, most candidates had a good grasp of its importance in Muslim
life. In many cases the Five Pillars are a candidates first introduction to Islamic belief. Those
candidates who did less well tended to confuse Salah with one of the other Pillars, frequently
Shahadah.

This was included as an example of one of the few candidates who struggled to provide three
beliefs about the importance of Salah.

3 (a) Outline three beliefs that show why Salah is important to Muslims.

(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

* They get to communicate with Allah five times a day.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Why is that important?
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This response is included to demonstrate a typical response scoring 3 marks.

3 (a) Outline three beliefs that show why Salah is important to Muslims.

ook, (5 iwaReterl. 10 warlna . e Gt

an)

(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
* |tis a way to talk to Allah.

* To thank him for what he has done.
* Because it is one of the Five Pillars.

In this case the fact that it is one of the Five Pillars does make it
important to Muslims.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Keep it brief and to the point.
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This gives a second example of a concise response to an outlook question.

3 (a) Outline three beliefs that show why Salah is important to Muslims.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
* |t is one of the Five Pillars.

* Itis a way of talking to God.

* Salah brings you closer to God.

The idea that it follows the example of the Prophet is also
creditworthy however full marks had already been achieved.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

You don't need more than this for an outline.
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Question 3 (b)

This was based on specification bullet point 3.4.

Many candidates opted for the idea that fasting enables Muslims to better empathise with those
who often go hungry. However this could more accurately be seen as a beneficial side effect of the
process rather than its purpose.

This response was included as an example of the type of simple reason with no development
offered by some candidates.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims fast during Ramadan.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
Two simple reasons.
e |t shows their dedication (1).

e |t mirrors the less fortunate (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Focus on clear development.
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The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate what effective development looks like
when contrasted with attempted development that doesn't work.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims fast during Ramadan.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
One simple and one developed reason.

* The Prophet told them to (1).

* To get closer to God (1), developed by, because fasting is a test in
the month of Ramadan (1).

The attempted development of the first reason was not credited, as

explaining what Muslims do when they fast does not explain why
they do it.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Development must both answer the question and develop the
initial reason.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who gave two developed reasons without
discussing the poor.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims fast during Ramadan.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

* To purify themselves in the holy month (1), developed by, they do
this by making themselves a better person by letting go of bad
deeds (1).

* To bring them closer to God (1), developed by, asitis a
commandment which they follow (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This is enough for a developed reason, no need for further
explanation.
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Question 3 (c)

This question is based on specification bullet point 3.8.

|d-ul-Adha is the Festival of Sacrifice and celebrates Ibrahim's willingness to sacrifice his son for
Allah, even though the sacrifice was not in the end required as Allah provided a sheep to replace
the boy. It also marks the end of the annual Hajj. Many candidates knew and understood the
significance of the festival though some, perhaps inevitably, confused it with Id-ul-Fitr. Of those who
wrote about the correct festival some were sidetracked by how it is celebrated, whilst others
struggled to find an appropriate source of wisdom and authority.

This response is included to represent those candidates who knew one salient fact.

(c) Explain two reasons why Muslims celebrate Id-ul-Adha .

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
One simple reason.

* Due to the sacrifice that the prophet was willing to make for the
sake of Allah (1).

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

If you don't know don't waste time.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who was familiar with the story.

(c) Explain two reasons why Muslims celebrate Id-ul-Adha .

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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N (ResultsPlus

| /= Examiner Comments

|
W/

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
One developed and one simple reason.

* Allah asked the prophet to sacrifice his son to show his love for
Allah (7). At the last minute Allah replaced the baby with a lamb
(1).

* |t shows respect for the sacrifice the prophet was prepared to
make (1).

Whilst some of the detail is inaccurate the candidate was rewarded
for what they did know. The attempted use of a source of wisdom
and authority was not credited since the Qur'an merely says that
Ibrahim fulfilled the vision by his willingness to sacrifice.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

You need to know what the Qur'an/Hadith actually say.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who could explain the festival but not
use an authentic source of authority.

(c) Explain two reasons why Muslims celebrate Id-ul-Adha .

“In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* |d-ul-Adha is the sacrifice of a goat at the end of Hajj (1),
developed by, to signal the end of the pilgrimage (1).

* It reminds us of the story of Ibrahim (1), developed by, and how
he was willing to sacrifice his son (1).

Some Muslims do sacrifice a goat rather than a sheep so this was
credited. However the rather optimistic attempt at a quote was not,
since the Qur'an does not suggest what the sacrificial animal was.

\ ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Tip

Quotes must be accurate to gain this mark.
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Question 3 (d)

This is based on bullet point 3.5.

Since this question concerned the Five pillars many candidates engaged in robust argument,
generally contrasting the value of Zakah in helping the poor with either Shahadah or Salah as
alternatives. Many however chose to assert that they were all of equal importance and all needed

as part of Muslim life.

This response is included to show the work of a candidate who, whilst not knowing what Zakah is,
did know that Salah is one of the Five Pillars.
*(d) “Zakah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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\ / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 1 mark.
Please consider the marking criteria for Level 1.
* There was one valid point arguing against the statement.

The candidate was therefore awarded 1 mark and then was
awarded 3 marks for SPaG.

i Results@lus
\ Examiner Tip

Always try to gain a mark in Sections 1 and 3. SPaG marks are
important.
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This response was included as typical of those candidates who offered a simple argument for and
against with little development or depth of knowledge.

*(d) “Zakah is the most important of the Five Pillars.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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\ / ResultsPlus
//\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.
Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

* There are isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

* There are a number of issues identified across a very limited
range of elements.

* This led to a generic judgement which was not fully justified.

This candidate therefore fulfils the criteria for Level 1 and was
awarded 3 marks.

y \
/

<O\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Aim to add both breadth and depth to the arguments.

60 GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 3C



This response was included as representative of the work of a Level 2 candidate.

*(d) “Zakah is the most important of the Five Pillars”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should: "

«  refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

Mum ............. PN B AN ot 'UMS Y- v T S .
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.
Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.
* There is limited understanding of religion and belief.

* There is some attempt to deconstruct religious information
giving evidence of development.

* There is little evidence of judgement of the value of the
arguments leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore Level 2: 5

To improve the candidate needs to give some thought to the
relative value of the arguments offered.

&34\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Judge the quality of the arguments.
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Question 4 (a)

This is from specification bullet point 4.5.

The question is specific to racial harmony. A significant number of candidates equated race with
religion and therefore were not answering the question. Others gave teachings that may be
relevant rather than ways, and again were not answering the question.

This is included as an example of a candidate who was unclear what the question was asking. In the

response there is one 'way' which could be credited, one 'teaching' which was not and a third
response that was not linked to racial harmony.

4 (a) Outline three w. &\Musllms work for racial harmon
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\ / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.
* They don't judge any other race but respect them.
Muhammad's teaching could not be credited as it wasn't shown to

be working for racial harmony. Giving charity was not credited as it
also was not linked to racial harmony.

4R\

&H\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

,//
y
y

Know the difference between facts, beliefs, teachings, ways and
reasons.
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This response was included as an example of a mid-level response.

4 (a) Outline three ways Muslims work for racial harmony.
(3)
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

* They pray for racial harmony.
* They can make friends with the opposite races.

The initial point was again couched as a belief rather than an action
and could not be credited.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Stick to what is required.
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This response was included as representative of those who achieved full marks.

4 (a) Outline three ways Muslims work for racial harmony.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.
* Muslims preach equality.
* They provide help and support for all races.

* They teach their children not to discriminate.

ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

Brief and to the point.
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Question 4 (b)

This question is derived from specification bullet point 4.6.

This question raised similar issues to 4(a) with a minority of candidates equating racial
discrimination with religious prejudice, these frequently could not be credited.

This response is included as representative of a candidate struggling to come up with reasons.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims believe racial discrimination causes problems in
society.

(4)
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* ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple reason.

* |t causes fighting and protesting (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Focus on developing your reasons.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of those who fell into the trap of equating race with
religion.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims believe racial discrimination causes problems in
society.
(4)
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
One developed reason.

* We live in a multi-cultural society (1), developed by, some people
judge (others) on what they look like or how they act (1).

The second reason offered is based on problems of religious
intolerance. Since race does not equate with religion this could not
be credited.

e

\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Stick to what the question requires.
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This response was included as an example of those candidates achieving full marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why Muslims racial discrimination causes problems in
society. - J \

(o and oo

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* People stereotype people of race (1), developed by, and do not
truly understand what each race is actually like (1).

* Some people are judged by their race (1), developed by, and not
by how they actually work in their careers (1).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Two clearly developed reasons.
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Question 4 (c)

This question is based in specification bullet point 4.2.

There are many teachings in Islam that could be employed in answering this question. By far the
most common was the words of the Prophet in his final sermon, with many also citing the
Prophet's treatment of his wives and the black African who became the first prayer caller.

This is included as an example of a basic level response which only offered one developed way.

(c) Explain two ways the teachings of Islam may help to reduce inequality in the
world.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
One developed reason.

* Islam teaches to treat everyone equal regardless of skin colour,
race or religion (1). Developed by: This will help reduce inequality
as people are being taught to love and care for each other (1).

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Always aim to give two responses.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who gave two brief but clear reasons.

(c) Explain two ways the teachings of Islam may help to reduce inequality in the
world,

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate was awarded 4 marks.
Two developed reasons.

* 'No Arab is superior to a non-Arab' (1), developed by, which
teaches that each race is equal in Islam (1).

* We are all made equally as the nature of Allah is just (1).
Developed by: This shows that Allah loves us all equally which
gives no reason to discriminate.

Although the quotation from Muhammad's final sermon is accurate
it is found with a simple development, 'All races are equal in Islam’,
as a result it is functioning as a reason and cannot be credited as
the source of authority. In order to gain the additional source of
authority mark the quotation must be linked to a developed
reason.

<A\ ResultsPlus

\_‘ Examiner Tip

Consider the quotation as extra to a developed reason.
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This is included as an example of a response that was very firmly focussed on the teaching of Islam
and its application to reducing inequality.

(c) Explain two ways the teachings of Islam may help to reduce inequality in the
world.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Two developed reasons and an appropriate, relevant source of
authority.

* The Prophet was against inequality (1). Prophet Muhammad said,
'No Arab is better than a non-Arab' (Source of authority). (1).
Developed by: All Muslims should follow his example and reduce
inequality (1).

* Muslims believe everyone was made equally (1). Developed by:
The Prophet taught 'We are all equal as the teeth of a comb'. (1).

\ ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Tip

Practice giving developed reasons with each quote you learn.
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Question 4 (d)

This question is derived from specification bullet point 4.3.

Whilst many candidates confined their responses to a consideration of the impact on the religion of
living in a multi-faith community, others were sidetracked by thoughts of food and music more
appropriate to a consideration of a multi-cultural community.

This response is included to exemplify the work of a Level 1 candidate.
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(d) “Living in a multi-faith society benefits Muslims.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
«  refer to Muslim teachings

+ reacha justlﬁed conclusion.

(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.
Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

* There are isolated elements of understanding of faith and belief.

* |ssues are identified.

* There are generic judgements leading to an unjustified
conclusion.

The candidate therefore fulfils the requirements for 3 marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Support your argument with relevant teachings.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a mid-range Level 2 candidate.

(d) “Living in a multi-faith society benefits Muslims.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)

S 0sime Moy disagree. QS ENey. Qe .
fake  @ne ZWevQWSE. GpRroGehn I e
kney only beligve. oL dnece. eic. favin tvak
emsewes . ore FOIlowing. (S e e anch.the .
only e Bt Wi\ ger Someone ko neaved . |
Some. WSS Y0 believe aniS. asS.  we God. |
gade munammeck dae POPhet Lanic iacleds |
ACO.NNGS. . niCin.. Mt S... SneAICL. Lo Gnd.........
QSEsmaquaMMQnStmcmm%smeg i
...... Slhoaldh. be. casy. O £Ol0u. Onch uwvdersiand. |
OSo Aok ad.e. ik Q0. 30 £ONGML. DN £O. . |
Y A0 TN e (EFace lvinay (i G imulii-futa.
Socieky. A0eSn’e Sene (it WRINS...AS . OIS .
LAN.PROCIN. XRMONONS. AL L. (0N Diapsee
Mowlever o pauSiim. DG, m'aqr:e.e ....... as..aod. .
.mc:xde_ aamons.. Lo Woe i a ,S,Qc\eb)x asS.he..
.que nbes  adkn. Aaulsl Fantin ko, Eeack Onea.
necefore. 0SS vl e QA . One NUSLImS...
Ofebemhwwcjabcs—od AONALCK, NEM S0
Soerelore 0s (L Saws. (n e Qvvavy, kve
Ouon i3S one Lord OF  God nerekre. obeyed. ..

80 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3C




B M uslim MOy ';:Msag(e.e N e aboge.
QUOEL...QS. ik can. cause. confich Gtk &S K

.......

musiina. LSlam _weans. peace and gne

QMG PrOMotes .. peace . NOWEVR L. VA e yUSE. ...
. ne -A0ARIeS . eessimseen. TR \A N Defuieen.
COXNONCS. . Gvid. QVoLestonts - evidied ik PEo\e.
ge_‘:umg xulled.  Kaelefore (€ NaUag dn. O AL
=fFavkn. Soctely. woud..cause. COnFICE Q..
| donger the ok wowdn® . bene At USIS.
08 (ks 0ongerods [/ However o s
;:- Moy KBG.gree.  weta Yae. SkGkemens GS. ..
| &mgmesktmng vAL G Mo o SO ek can

.................................

...... pald.and..Soreng Baen..0000.5..00d. (ESOWEL ...
onANCE Qarcecore. Lolngina. MOVl Eavka. .

Sodesy. may Romote. pea(e Qnerefoce .
| promosog..ae. ngLcL-& .......... 3 \/B

Overa\

S@mﬁ%wmbeﬂeﬁtamusum QS
mo%(esowec_omMuu:Qmmushm’”
Loud.  even. . COonec. . PEORIE LO TS\am .
ARV EN LS. 00 OO oank.S. coneverare.
ANUSHS. would. benell OS (K orOmOEes.
JaARiC o¥aneln . and . God  wenked

JENeamaone. \ u'uncj 0 %Ie«m%g(«as&mhxs
SO C( W 3 ('l';rulforwh.ﬂmMI )

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 3C 81



N\

y
_—

< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.
Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

* This candidate demonstrates more understanding of religion and
belief, though it is not always accurate.

* There is more consideration of religious information and some
attempt to make connections between the issues raised.

* There is little evidence of judgement of the value of the evidence.

The best fit mark for this candidate is therefore mid-range Level 2.

<\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Are all arguments as good as each other?
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who offered developed reasoning on both
sides of the argument.

(d) “Living in a multi-faith society benefits Muslims.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.
Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.
* There is limited understanding of faith and belief.

* There is an attempt to deconstruct the religious information and
make linkages.

* There is limited evidence of judgement other than the
conclusion.

Since the candidate has fulfilled the Level 2 criteria this was
awarded 6 marks.

d

ResultsPlus
\

- Examiner Tip

Focus on judging the quality of the arguments offered. Not all
arguments are equal.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* In (a) questions many candidates gave too much information. There is no requirement for
developed responses.

* In (c) questions candidates should avoid using 'The Qur'an supports this in Surah 4' for example.
It is advisable to tell the examiner what the Qur'an says on the issue.

* In (d) questions some attention should be paid to the purpose of the conclusion, a question
requirement. The conclusion of an evaluation should not be a statement of a personal opinion
but should be firmly rooted in the evaluation.

* In (d) questions the range of possible elements should also be considered. It is difficult to access
higher level marks by consideration of one basic idea alone.

* Throughout the paper candidates need to read carefully and take care that they understand what
the question is asking for, reasons are different from beliefs or ways.

* Centres should discourage candidates from continuing their answers on the blank pages at the
end of the script, ask for extra paper.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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