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Introduction
Paper 3: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice.

Option 3B – Christianity.

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions, each covers

a section of the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four questions. There is no

element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published

resources when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is set from the

specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as the major lived religion within the United

Kingdom, and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about the philosophy of religion and

issues of equality. This unit engages the interest of young people, as it addresses many Christian

beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting young people today. It is also excellent

preparation for those candidates who plan to continue studying religion at A Level.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs bullet point 1.8 – Divergent solutions

offered to the problem of evil/suffering.

The candidates needed to provide responses and these could have been practical e.g. aid in some

form or theoretical e.g. description of the theodicies.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

One mark was awarded for each way identified and

written in a sentence.

The first information is not linked to the question.

Human responsibility to help the poor (1).

This is a practical response that Christians may use.

Lists gain a maximum of 1 mark, candidates need to

provide an outline, therefore should write in full

sentences.
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Award one mark for each point identified and written in a

sentence Is a test from God (1). Praying to God (1). Being

patient God had a plan (1).

Teachers should refer to the specification for specialist

words that may be used in questions.

Candidates should make sure they write in three distinct

sentences.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs bullet point 1.1 – The Trinity.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and both need

to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes

or examples. The development must link to the way given and to the question asked.

This question proved difficult for candidates who failed to read the question carefully and ignored

the part of the question stipulating that it requires to be linked to the Nicene Creed. Candidates

wrote about the Trinity in the Bible and thus did not gain marks.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The first part is not about the Trinity in the Nicene Creed

Way One – the Oneness of God (1). Development One –

there are three persons (1).

Candidates should try to answer the question and then

develop their answer rather than give an example or quote

and then the reason.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Way One – Seen through the Father (1). Development One

– Maker of heaven and earth (1). Way Two – Shown

through the Son (1). Development Two – He died for our

sins (1).

Where candidates have given two answers and crossed

out the first, the answer is replaced, and examiners then

mark the replacement answer.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs bullet point 1.5 – The nature and

significance of salvation.

The question asked was:

Explain two beliefs about Jesus that are shown in the last days of his life.

It was clear that candidates who were familiar with the events in the last week of Jesus's life did well

and that many candidates did not understand the term ‘last days’ even though it is on the

specification.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required, and both

needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes

or examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

There are no optional questions in the examination paper, therefore it is very important that

candidates study all the specification and are familiar with all the specialist terms used in the

specification.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs about

Jesus, 2 for the development of each belief and one for an

accurate source that relates to the belief about Jesus. The

response needs to focus on what it says about Jesus rather

than what happened in the last week. The candidate is

awarded 5 marks.

Belief One – He is prophetic (1)

Source – the hand …at the table (1). The reference is not

needed but as it is there it must be correct (which it is).

Development One – knew one of his disciples would betray

him (1). Reason Two – he is forgiving (1). Development Two

– forgive those who mocked them on the cross (1).

There is then another correct source but maximum marks

have already been achieved.

Candidates must learn reasons why Christians hold beliefs

and be able to develop them and give sources of wisdom

and be able to use them accurately and in context. Trying

to 'shoehorn' in references often leads to incorrect

answers.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Belief One – Jesus is omnipotent (1).

Source – You will deny three times that you know me (1).

Development One – Peter does deny Jesus three times (1).

Reason Two – the passions shows Jesus to be

omnibenevolent (1). Development Two – forgive them

Father (1) the source is credited as a development here.
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The source must support the reason / teaching / belief /

way given. Sources can be double checked using a search

engine – type it in followed by the word Bible or Jesus

(according to who the answer attributes it to). If the source

is attributed to the wrong person / source / numerical

reference it cannot be credited e.g. a Pauline quote

attributed to Jesus cannot be credited. Numerical

references on their own are not credited, the candidate

must use it correctly e.g. not just write John 10:10. The

source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable

paraphrase.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,

including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames

restricted the flow of the arguments restricting candidate’s progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs bullet point 1.6 – Christian eschatology.

The question asked:

’Everyone will go to heaven.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to different Christian points of view

reach a justified conclusion

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response.

The statement was about the different understandings about heaven and whether all Christians

should have the belief that some will be judged and go to hell or purgatory, the requirement for

different Christian points of view should have alerted candidates to the fact that different Christian

groups have different opinions.

(d) items are level marked, they are not point marked. The candidate was awarded 5 marks. The

candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks + 3 marks for SPaG.
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Level 1 some information is identified, there are superficial

connections and a limited range of elements.

Not level 2 insufficient connections made, too many

inaccuracies including reference to Muslims and

non-religious beliefs none of which can be credited.

2 marks the middle of the mark range for level 1 awarded.

As the candidate mentions going to heaven and hell.

If you wish to award SPaG 0 or 1 send it to review.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent

accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control

of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

appropriately.

When looking for appraisal you are looking for: The value

of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer / the

validity of the chains in the answer / a consideration of

what is written in order to answer the questions (rather

than which side they agree with) / a measurement of

which side is more logical / an assessment of which is the

more compelling argument / an understanding of which

argument is more convincing or rational or cogent.
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(d) items are level marked, they are not point marked. To use level marking: Read the whole answer

then the level should be decided using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best fit

decide a mark within the level.

The candidate was awarded 10 marks. The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 7 marks + 3

marks for SPaG.
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There is accurate religious information among many of the

elements, they gave reasons for and against. Some gaps in

logic present. Some attempt at appraisal by looking at

alternatives and in the conclusion.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are a few judgements

supported by the beginnings of appraisal of the argument.

Not level 4 the accuracy is not sustained and there is not a

comprehensive appraisal of the evidence used.

7 marks the bottom of the mark range for level 3 is

awarded. Better level 3 would be more precise and contain

more appraisal of the evidence.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent

accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control

of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

appropriately.

Candidates should ensure they take opportunities to

assess and analyse the validity of the evidence supporting

the statement.

They should not be limited by following a scaffolding /

formula as these prevent candidates answering in a

coherent manner.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion bullet point 2.7 – Cosmological

argument.

The candidates needed to make links between the description of the cosmological argument and

what it teaches about the nature of God.

Some candidates were not familiar with the word ‘nature’ being used in this way and they should

learn it as it is used in several places in the specification.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark. Quite clearly the candidate has struggled with their

understanding of the topic.

Award one mark for each point identified – God is the only

one that can create (1). The material that is crossed out

cannot be credited as other material has replaced it.

If candidates run out of space in an answer they should

use additional paper – or clearly label where in the exam

paper they have completed their answer.
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(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded 3

marks.

Award one mark for each point identified. He is a

necessary being (1) developed by eternal.

He was the first cause of the world (1) also developed.

It shows he exists (1) also developed.

This candidate has written too much – this might cause

timing issues later in the paper.

An outline must be more than one word, or item of

knowledge. However, it should not be more than one

sentence, there is no need for development.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion bullet point 2.3 – Miracles as

proof of the existence of God.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes

or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

It appears that many candidates were not able to provide development for this question, it is

important that candidates know the teachings (there are plenty in the Bible) and are able to explain

them and give examples of their use.

Some candidates although able to describe miracles did not link this to the existence of God and

thus gained no marks.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason. Reason One –

God has blessed them with something (1). Development

One – for their benefit (1) this is then further developed.

A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.
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(b) items are point marked – Two characteristics are required. The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons. Reason One –

There may be no other explanation (1). Development One

– God more powerful being (1). Reason Two – Result of a

superior force (1). Development Two – someone

transcendent (1).

It helps to write answers which divide into 2 paragraphs

each containing a reason and a development.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion bullet point 2.2 – Visions as proof

of the existence of God.

Candidates needed to answer using biblical visons – the specification suggested a study of two

visions and a number of candidates used these as examples.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in

their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for

the development of each reason and 1 for an accurate

source that relates to the reason given.

The candidate gives one developed reason. Reason One –

Picture teachings (1). Development One – become closer to

God (1).

There are no specific examples suggesting the candidate

had a limited understanding of the importance of visions.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and

depth of the specification in order to achieve higher

grades. It is best to check that materials used in centres

cover the specification.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons, these are developed and the candidate uses a valid source of

wisdom.
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To get 5 marks there needs to be two developed reasons

AND a source of wisdom.

Reason One – Reassures them that God is always looking

over them (1).

Development One – Gives them hope there is an

afterlife (1).

The candidate then tries to shoehorn in the vision of

Gabriel to Mary – this does not link to afterlife so cannot

be credited – the source must link to the reasoning given.

Reason Two – God could be trying to warn them and

communicate with them (1).

Development Two – they will continue to follow God to

seek his assistance (1).

Source – paraphrase of Joseph's visions (1).

The source must be relevant and used as part of the

candidates reasoning.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’  this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the

arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting candidate's

progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion bullet point 2.6 – Design

argument.

The question asked was:

‘The design argument proves that God exists.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were required to give a non-religious response, this did not have to be

specifically Humanist or atheist.

(d) items are level marked they are not point marked. The candidate gains 3 marks.
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Level 1 3 marks.

Level 1 some information is identified, these are in isolated

points.

Not level 2 because there are insufficient connections

made and a lack of religious understanding.

3 marks the top of the mark range for level 1 awarded as

there are some joined up ideas.

There are many different ways to answer (d) items and

gain marks, a template will not assure good marks.
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(d) items are level marked they are not point marked. The candidate gains 10 marks.
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Level 4 - 10 marks.

There is accurate religious information among many of the

chains of logical reasoning, there is natural appraisal in the

paragraphs as the validity of the evidence is discussed.

Level 4 not level 3 as judgements are fully supported by

appraisal of the argument and the accuracy is sustained.

Not level 3 as appraisal of the arguments is thorough.

10 marks bottom of the mark range for level 4 awarded.

Better level 4 would be more precise and contain more

appraisal of the evidence especially in the conclusion.

Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided / the strength of the

answer / the validity of the chains in the answer/ a

consideration of what is written in order to answer the

questions ( rather than which side they agree with) / a

measurement of which side is more logical / an

assessment of which is the more compelling argument / an

understanding of which argument is more convincing or

rational or cogent.
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Question 3 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life bullet point 3.8 – The role and

importance of the Church in the worldwide community.

The candidates needed to provide teachings not examples or reasons and these could be any

teaching that a Christian might follow, not necessarily a biblical teaching.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded 1

mark.

Award one mark for each way identified. Charity helps the

poor (1). The remainder of the answer is too vague to

credit.

Each teaching needs to be in its own standalone sentence

to be an outline.
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(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. Three teachings are required.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks. Award one mark for

each point identified. By giving... you are also serving Jesus

(1). Trying to restore equality between everyone (1). Do it

out of the goodness… rather than to benefit yourself (1).

Teachings can be any Christian teaching they do not have

to be scriptural.
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Question 3 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life bullet point 3.1 – Christian

worship.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes

or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

Candidates need to show knowledge and understanding about liturgical worship and why people

might choose to participate in it, examples were good ways to gain marks in development.

(b) items are point marked – Two developed reasons are required.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2 marks for the development of

each reason.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason.

Reason One – They can praise with other people (1).

Development One – can get to know more Christians (1).

Trying something new is not a valid reason.

Instead worshipping on their own is repetition of praising

with other people.
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Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of

development.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2 marks for the development of

each reason.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

Reason One – Their set prayer has been said throughout

history (1).

Development One – saying what Jesus taught them to

say (1).

Reason Two – It is easier (1).

Development Two – it won’t change so they feel

comfortable (1).

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs like this candidate

has done is a good idea.
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Question 3 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life bullet point 3.2 – The role of

the sacraments in Christian life.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the

question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the

reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain

a second mark for the source.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks. The candidate gives one developed reason.
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One developed reason.

Reason One – Not necessary to follow them in order to

show their faith (1). Development One – other ways to

declare their faith for example prayer (1). The remaining

material repeats similar information.

The source of wisdom must be accurate, candidates

should not be encouraged to shoehorn in random ideas.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reasons and 1

for an accurate source that relates to the reason given. The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives two developed reasons and there is

an accurate source of wisdom.

Reason One – Seven sacraments are not recognised by the

Quakers (1).

Development One – they do not feel a duty to undergo

them (1).

Reason Two – The Anglican Church only celebrates two

sacraments (1).

Source – 39 articles there are only two sacraments (1).

Development Two – followers of the Anglican Church don’t

celebrate all seven sacraments (1).

Sources can be paraphrased; however they must be

recognisable.
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Question 3 (d) 

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life bullet point 3.5 – Christian

religious celebrations.

The question asked:

‘Christians should always observe Holy Week.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

reach a justified conclusion

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. Nor are they expected to refer to different Christian points of view.

The statement was about the argument as to whether Holy Week should be observed. Those

candidates who were familiar with Holy Week did well with knowledge but many failed to evaluate

the validity of their arguments or appraise their argument. Some tried to argue whether they

should observe other celebrations instead, however this was not what the question required and

so they gained no marks. Candidates must address the question set.

The candidate gains 4 marks in total.

The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 1 mark + 3 marks for SPaG.
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Level 1 1 mark SPaG 3.

Level 1 some isolated information is identified.

Not level 2 insufficient connections made, no chains of

logical reasoning no judgements.

1 mark bottom of the mark range for level 1 awarded, as

there is really only one descriptive reason given.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent

accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control

of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

appropriately.
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If the candidates are familiar with the level mark scheme

they will realise they have to evaluate these arguments as

they go and especially at the end. It will also indicate that a

personal opinion is not required.
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The candidate gains 9 marks in total.

The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks + 3 marks for SPaG.
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The candidate gained level 2 6 marks.

There is limited information among a limited range of

elements, they gave reasons for and against, there are

some inaccuracies and some ideas are present that are

not logical.

It is level 2 not level 1 as the elements of understanding

are not isolated there are chains of logical reasoning.

However it is not level 3 as there is no in depth appraisal of

the arguments given. The conclusion does not consider the

quality of the arguments (appraisal) it paragraph repeats

information and provides more reasoning rather than

looking at the arguments provided.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks in the top of the mark

range for level 2 because all the demands of the level

descriptor are met. It does not meet the level

requirements for level 3.

Candidates can answer a (d) item in many different ways,

the use of a scaffold / template may prevent candidates

from achieving higher grades.

However, it may be helpful to tell candidates to follow the

requirements of the question i.e. consider arguments for

and against, referring to Christian teachings as they do so

and then provide a conclusion.
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Question 4 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality bullet point 4.7 – Christian attitudes towards

social justice.

The candidates needed to provide ways the Church works for social justice, not the reasons why it

does it. The question elicited a wide range of correct responses, both practical and theoretical and

showed that some candidates were aware of the concept of social justice.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. Three ways are required – they

can be any responses that a Christian may use either practical or theoretical. Some candidates may

answer using a list which is not an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark according to the mark

scheme.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark, because it is a list not an

outline.

In addition these were 3 ways of saying the same thing –

informing people about it, holding sessions in the church,

help promote it (1).

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer

an (a) item.
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(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points. This candidate is awarded 3

marks.

Award one mark for each point identified.

through charity work (1) this is then developed.

spread awareness about social injustice (1).

teaching Christian teaching …everyone is equal in the

eyes of God (1).

The candidates answer continues but maximum marks

have been gained.

Candidates who require more space than the allocated

lines for their answer should ask for lined paper or clearly

mark within the question space where the rest of their

answer is written.
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It is important that candidates are aware of all the

specialist terms used in the specification e.g. social justice.
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Question 4 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality bullet point 4.5 – Christian attitudes towards

religious freedom.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two challenges are required, and

both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes

or examples. The development must be of the challenge given and to the question asked.

Candidates who recognised the question was about multi-faith society not multi-ethnic society

gained higher marks than those who confused the two.

(b) items are point marked – Two challenges are required.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one challenge.

Challenge One – not all religions are the same so they

could say Christians may not be the right way to live life

(1).

Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as

possible to avoid overlapping material.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason One – It might lead them to question their faith (1).

Development One – Exposed to other making them think

deeply (1).

Reason Two – they may have to accept …another’s faith (1).

Development Two – values that they may not necessarily

agree with (1).

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary

command word in each question. In this case it is

challenges.
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality bullet point 4.1 – Christian teaching on human

rights.

Explain two reasons why Christians should support human rights.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development must link to the reason given and to

the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason. Reason One –

everyone should have equal rights (1). Development One –

and be treated the same (1). The candidate then gives a

quote (which is not quite correct) however it is not linked

with the material so cannot be credited.
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Candidates should read the questions carefully. It is an

advantage to be aware of the wording of the specification.

(c) items are point marked.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.
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The candidate gives two developed reasons, there is an

accurate source of wisdom.

Reason One – sometimes Christian teaching is parallel to

human rights (1).

Source – Christians shall not murder (1).

Development One – human rights also prohibits people

from doing this and encourages equality (1).

Reason Two – Human rights provide equal rights for each

and every human (1).

Development Two – Christians believe there is neither Jew

nor Gentile…male or female (1).

Candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it

word for word.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 3B     55



Question 4 (d) 

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their

significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames / scaffolding restricted the flow of the arguments thus restricting

candidate’s progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality bullet point 4.5 – Christian attitudes towards

racial harmony.

The question asked: ‘Racial harmony must happen.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to relevant ethical arguments

reach a justified conclusion

Please note that as required in the bullet point candidates are required to give an ethical argument,

however if non-religious arguments were given they could not be credited.

The candidate gains 2 marks. The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks.
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Level 1 some information is identified, there are superficial

connections and a limited range of elements.

Not level 2 insufficient connections made, too many

inaccuracies, no judgements.

2 marks the middle of the mark range for level 1 awarded,

as the second and third paragraphs contain the same

ideas.

Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the

levels mark schemes.
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This question does not have SPaG marks – it is out of 12.
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The candidate gained level 2 6 marks.

There is limited information among a limited range of

elements, they gave reasons for and against, some that

are not logical or applied accurately.

Level 2 not level 1 as the elements of understanding are

not isolated and there are chains of logical reasoning.

Not level 3 as there is no in depth appraisal of the

arguments given. The conclusion does not consider the

quality of the arguments (appraisal) it paragraph repeats

information and provides more reasoning rather than

looking at the arguments provided.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks in the top of the mark

range for level 2 because all the demands of the level

descriptor are met. However it does not include ethical

arguments so it cannot go beyond level 2. It includes

non-religious views which are not asked for and it only just

begins to appraise so it does not meet the level

requirements for level 3.

When looking for appraisal you are looking for: The value

of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer / the

validity of the chains in the answer/ a consideration of

what is written in order to answer the questions (rather

than which side they agree with) / a measurement of

which side is more logical / an assessment of which is the

more compelling argument / an understanding of which

argument is more convincing or rational or cogent.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 3B     61



Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Answer (a) items in outlines i.e. full sentences.

Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each on a separate line.

(b) items should have 2 developed reasons but not more than 2.

Development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material.

Development must link to the reason given and still answer the question set.

(c) items are similar to (b) items but they should also use a source as a fifth element.

The source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable.

The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given.

(d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks.

(d) items must show an appraisal of the argument and not simply rely on a set format.

Level descriptors are used to mark (d) items, not point marking.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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