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Introduction

This area of study comprises a study in depth of Sikhism, its beliefs and teachings on life,
specifically within families and with regard to creation.

This approach encourages students to reflect upon the links between beliefs and teachings of
Sikhism and the topics of families and creation which are an important part of life today.

There are four sections: Sikh Beliefs, Marriage and the Family, Living the Sikh life, and Matters of
Life and Death. The details of the assessment content is provided in the specification. Centres are
to use this rather than other published resources when planning the course content.

Section 1, Sikh beliefs were on the whole well answered, with sound knowledge and key Sikh terms
used throughout, especially AO1 questions. The AO2 questions were not answered so much in
depth, although the knowledge was there. The candidates are beginning to start to critically analyse
the statement using various techniques, although there needs to be more chains of reasoning and
a justified conclusion in order for candidates to gain the higher levels. Candidates should compare
and contrast the areas of ethics within Sikhism and non-religious views when asked. Candidates
should also look at divergent views within Sikhism in the way beliefs and teachings are understood
and expressed.

Section 2, Marriage and Family were answered in a generic way. Candidates needed to use more
Sikh appropriate knowledge to gain the higher marks, although there was some improvement in
Sikh information.

Section 3, Living the Sikh Life was on the whole well answered, with sound knowledge and key Sikh
terms used throughout. Although there was a lack of source of wisdom in connection to the c
question.

Section 4, Matters of Life and Death was answered quite well in relation to AO1, however the source
of wisdom question lacked Sikh knowledge and sources of wisdom. The A02 question was poorly
answered due to lack of knowledge on key issues and a lack of understanding on a specification
word ‘commodity’.

Sources of wisdom must be used that are appropriate to the question and not just 'random quotes'
that the candidate has learnt.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh beliefs. Bullet point 1.6. "...equality of men and
women is important for Sikhs today...

The question asked was ‘outline three ways the equality of men and women is shown in Sikhism."
Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

On the whole this was well answered with candidates including joining of the Khalsa and
participating in the langar (sewa).

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list. An example:Outline 3 characteristics of God:
e God is creator (1 mark)
* God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

* God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

* Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

¢ Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)
¢ Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Question 1: Sikh Beliefs

1 (a) Outline three ways the equality of men and women is shown in Sikhism.

(3)
ma%nq_mmﬁ%mnln‘b&&\mmht\r\fo\‘s:@tm YOARCS .
NG mmm@.@m@ ........ mh“*}‘ ........... ) o m%@imkmﬁ
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given 3 correct responses- the khalsa, through sewa
and conducting prayers.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

It is useful if the candidate shows three separate ways on different lines.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One....w ay..... Lquatiy... BF.. Menand womtn, 6. Showa in Skhifm S5
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Yhol both 00 abR. 30 ber@mR | AmatdNLl
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ook Mneaybookh wave 30 cover e nAd (e
MO e
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear response that is set out well.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

See above.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.1."...how the characteristics
of God are shown in the Mool Mantar'.

The question asked was ‘Explain two characteristics of God shown in the Mool Mantar'.

This question was well answered and candidates had sound knowledge of the Mool Mantar. Most
answered using the qualities of Ik Onkar and Karta Purakh.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two characteristics of God shown in the Mool Mantar.
(4)

..................... Qne. .. Characrensty s . chown in. e ML Mantar, \S. Hhok
Noheguu. 5. seen..05 ...k Onkhat.. . when. means. there
____________ .oy ona.God o . be  worshueped. Ams... MOKES..........

&

hnﬂrh‘erchamc.msm.tsmmerheQWU|s TV

LDUCYALY. et paeans. ... NaNegULiR. (S wrthout hadred)

o QDG AHWEPRFOVE  (OVES... ey NE... EGUOLLY..... end... R

.............. DEXEY IAGHE QOGO
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate clearly shows two characteristics of God in the Mool
Mantar- ik onkar and nirvair- with development.
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should separate their ways, as in this example, as it makes it
clear that two ways were given.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two developed answers.
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The candidate was awarded two marks.

Onecnofactene. of. 6od mawn (0 the Mool mantar ¢ fat he
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed reason; however the first point is not
related to the mool mantar and is not credit worthy.

The candidate achieved 3 marks.

oM S
(b) Explain two characteristics of God shown in the Mool Mantar. <~ =
—quinWtlr Ncreoyer 4

onQ.. CWWLS+1® Tt GO SPROMN Uy AN
00N 0NONAT (The. mroLNCronm LAS, vm_,(acp\

S OLQbrrM D tNe  INWErSC OO\ S POWRY

..............................

Cx e taxic S Or

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate has given one developed point and one simple point.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.4 "...How and why karma is
important for Sikh life today.’

The question asked was ‘Explain two reasons why karma is important for Sikhs'.

Candidates had sound knowledge of karma and some struggled with the source of wisdom,
however a lot of candidates used a paraphrase of ‘karma is like a robe’, which is credit worthy.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ of (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ |f examiners are unsure, they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’
or ‘Christian teaching'.

¢ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Guru Granth Sahib 15) in brackets the
paraphrase can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Guru Nanak and it was Guru Gobind Singh or vice versa; and the quote is
not accredited to them, it is not awarded.
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The candidate achieved 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why karma Is Important for Sikhs,

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

............................

SERRVMe. UL derermune.  Lowerer 98 whether o Skh's
........ rancarnohon.... WM be  posuhve. . —as . A aumo.. O

m.enhve-'a.sonmsgct“‘ms:_gnmmnk&q.tsws
mﬁhambﬁmﬂshumansmdn&odmgnﬁ
.......... ondl. beaome. .. §.. .guimvkn (oci-cenrred) o5 ¥aa Gt

|||||||

........... pnnamrreqaﬁﬂutnqcc&tmmcasmumemd
e MOLMLAL. OVRC. POULEPLE . SRTHNS.... by FOlOLILAG. IS NITEES b

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed answers with an appropriate source of
wisdom.

Reason one, karma will determine whether a Sikhs reincarnation will be
positive or negative developed by: It is significant that they are reborn to
become humans to become gurmukh, referenced by 'the gurmukh
embraces love from the Lord'.

Reason two, to accumulate good karma over multiple births developed by,
to break free from the cycle of samsara and achieve mukti.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1G
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The candidate has achieved 4 marks
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two developed reasons with no source of
wisdom.

Reason one, helps achieve mukti developed by, to become gurmukh and
break the cycle of reincarnation.

Reason two, serving others help to bring good karma developed by, helps
Sikhs give back to others and help take part in charity.

- \

- ResultsPlus
\

- Examiner Tip

Some students attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had
learned into every answer. This often meant they did not answer the
question at all. The reference needs to be part of the answer.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1G
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the arguments, that is appraising the
arguments which will help to gain the higher grades. Many candidates gave excellent answers
giving reasons for and against but not analysing or evaluating them. Still some candidates used
formulas and writing frames which restricted the flow of the arguments restricting the candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Sikh Beliefs. Bullet point 1.4. ‘Divergent understandings
of how and why mukti are important for Sikh life today.’

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was

“Achieving mukti is the main aim of all Sikhs"

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

¢ refer to Sikh teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Candidates overall achieved level 2 and some candidates achieved level 3, they failed to
deconstruct religious information and critically analyse the statement throughout. Generic answers
were given, and Sikh key words were limited. Those who achieved the higher level 2 or at times
level 3 analysed why achieving mukti is the main aim for all Sikhs in more detail using key terms of

gurmukh and samsara and fairly good analysis. This however was quite limited and logical chains of
reasoning throughout would benefit the candidates to achieve higher levels.
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The candidate gains 10 marks in total. The candidate has reached level 3 and was awarded 7 marks
and then given 3 marks for SPAG.

*(d) “Achieving mukti is the main aim of all Sikhs”
“W
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. /:-F“"‘"'

Yes 5 w

In your response you should: i

+ refer to Sikh teachings
@ ol pl,ﬂ.ﬂ

« reach ajustified conclusion.
(15)
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because.... The candidate uses an accurate
understanding of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses
the issues raised by the statement. This is presented in an accurate and
coherent way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of
the argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by
some appraisal of the evidence, this can be seen at the end of the first
page but does not continue and the conclusion lacks justification. The
candidate meets the demands of the level two descriptor but does not
fully meet the level three requirements and is therefore awarded at the
lower end of the mark range. SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because:

* The candidate spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning
overall.

* The candidate uses a good range of specialist terms as appropriate.

\ Examiner Tip

The candidate has shown a good analysis with chains of reasoning but the
counter analysis needs to be more developed to gain a higher mark, and
also a fully justified conclusion is required.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1G

17



The candidate achieved a level one - 3 marks and 3 marks for spag.

%[:qu.f‘\ .........
s
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 3 marks plus 3 marks for
spag. The candidate gained level 1 because.... The knowledge and
understanding are isolated (superficial). The arguments for the statement
are not underpinned fully by religious beliefs or teachings. There is a
simple for and against given. There are no judgements made. The
conclusion is not justified. The candidate is awarded 3 marks at the top of
the mark range because most of the demands of the level descriptor

are met.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Do not attempt to point mark d answers. They should be read completely
and then assessed against the level descriptors to find a best fit.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family. Bullet point 2.6 ‘Sikh teachings
about divorce.

The question asked to 'Outline three Sikh teachings about divorce.’

There was some good answers with candidates identifying reasons for divorce but the majority
incorrectly identified the mention of divorce in the Rehit Maryada. Many stated it was not allowed

and gave generic answers.
The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

2 (a) Outline three Sikh teachings about divorce.
(3)

........................ Thae Aot Magoad c...ensesscages..Ahodk. . ANOC .
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o e. .
ESCQPMSQnO-’QuSWEMBﬁSMRnQW ................................
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...... ﬂs&"\MM*htSMMGmUW‘Q
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives three sentences explaining Sikh teachings about
divorce.

One teaching is the Rehit Maryada encouraging that couples should not
divorce unless it involves abuse.

Teaching of 'uniting two souls' so should not divorce.

Aim of marriage is for children, if couples divorce it stops this.
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The candidate achieves two marks.

2 (a) Outline three Sikh teachings about divorce.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two correct sentences:
It should not happen.
It should happen if they were in an abusive relationship.

Although the answer is very generic, it is credit worthy.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family. Bullet point 2.1 The
importance and purpose of marriage’

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why marriage is important in Sikh life.’

This question was well answered and most candidates could quote ‘one light in two bodies'. There
was a great deal of understanding of the importance of marriage.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, and quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why marriage is important in Sikh life.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed answers.

Marriage 'unites two souls' developed by: develops their spiritual
relationships with Waheguru.

Marriage allows to conceive children developed by, keeps the religion
going.
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The candidate achieved two marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed reason.

Marriage unites two souls developed by, helps them achieve mukti.

GCSE Religious Studies 1TRBO 1G 23



The candidate achieved 4 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons:

Marriage is important as the Gurus were married developed by, Sikhs look
up to that and try to achieve it.

Brings two souls together, as well as two families developed by, said by
Guru Amar Das and therefore important.
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The candidate achieved 4 marks
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons
Connects two families developed by, makes a bond

Family can be started within marriage developed by, sex before marriage
is not allowed.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family. Bullet point 2.4 ‘Support for
the family in the Sikh community’

The question asked was 'Explain two reasons why the Sikh community tries to support families.'In
your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates who read the question achieved good marks, but some candidates gave examples of
‘how’ Sikhs help families and not ‘why’.

The candidate achieved 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why the Sikh community tries to support families.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)

e reason.. 1S, 40
IR o SN o B L= W o1
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N / ResultsPlus

\

?/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons with a source of authority.

Want to provide families with guidance developed by, can help them
become gurmukh more quickly.

Sat sangat will try to provide families with counselling to avoid divorce and
enable them to have children referenced by, 'a Sikhs duty to educate the
children in Sikhism' developed by, important to have children to help unite
with God.

This is an alternative answer and is credit worthy.
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The candidate achieved 5 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons with a source of wisdom.

Supports the family to keep the community stable developed by: so they
can spend time together like a family referenced by, 'the Lord infused His
light into you'.

Marriage is like 'two souls in one body' developed by, therefore the
community should maintain this especially if they are going through a
hard time.

A well-developed answer with two sources of wisdom but only one is
credit worthy.
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Question 2 (d)

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise the
arguments to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for
and against but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow
of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family: Bullet point 2.7: "...Divergent
Sikh beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the role of men and women in the family.’

“Men and women do not have equal roles in the family". Evaluate this statement considering
arguments for and against. In your response you should:

¢ refer to Sikh teachings.
* refer to different Sikh points of view.
* reach a justified conclusion

The answers gave a lack of Sikh teachings and divergent views. There were a lot of references to
culture and stereotypes. Many were able to highlight the importance of equality for women in
Sikhism but unfortunately at times this did not answer the question directly. Candidates should
look at the statement and then critically analyse the statement. It is useful to deconstruct the
religious information leading to coherent logical chains of reasoning that consider different points
of view. The answer should be coherent and give reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question.
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The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.

(d) “Men and women do not have equal roles in the family.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. m,qm don

In your response you should: o
« refer to Sikh teachings—— Eﬂanr; bo mwg
refer to different Sikh points of view —cuiue —~ women  svany
reach a justified conclusion. ot hent
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because.... The candidate uses an accurate
understanding of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses
the issues raised by the statement. This is presented in an accurate and
coherent way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of
the argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by
some appraisal of the evidence. This can be seen at the end the first page
but does not continue and the conclusion lacks justification. The candidate
meets the demands of the level two descriptor but does not fully meet the

level three requirements and is therefore awarded at the lower end of the
mark range.

This just tips into level 3.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

There is no spag marks in this question
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The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks.
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-

N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 1 because.... The knowledge and
understanding are isolated (superficial). The arguments for the statement
are not underpinned by religious beliefs or teachings. There is a simple for
and against given. There are no judgements made. The conclusion is not
justified.

) lus

. . Results!
\ Examiner Tip
Do not attempt to point mark d answers. They should be read completely

and then assessed against the level descriptors to find a best fit.

There is no SPAG on question 2 or 4. SPAG is only assessed on the odd
numbered questions 1 and 3.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.3 ... the significance
of langar for Sikhs today, especially as an expression of sewa.’

The question asked to 'Outline three ways the langar shows sewa.’

This was well answered with candidates mainly using the Sikh beliefs of tan, dhan and man sewa.

The candidate achieved three marks.

3 (a) Outline three ways the langar shows sewa.

o clecn b itcher cit
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate wrote three practical ways of showing sewa in the langar:
Help cook the food for everyone.
Help clean the kitchen.

Help clean the eating area.
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The candidate achieved three marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given three ways langar shows sewa:
Tan which is physical service, dhan which is material service, and man.
Even though the candidate has got man meaning incorrectly they do

show the three types of sewa that can be used in the langar, which is
credit worthy.
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The candidate achieved two marks.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two correct ways:
One way the langar shows sewa is tan sewa.

Another way the langar shows is that man is sewa.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always use full sentences to achieve the marks; a correct list is only worth
one mark.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.5"...role and purpose
of prayer in the home.'

The question asked to 'Explain two ways Sikhs might pray at home'. The question was well
answered and there was a good use of key Sikh technical terms.

The candidate achieved two marks.

(b) Explain two ways Sikhs might pray at home.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed way:

Recited the hymns in private developed by, to feel closer to God.

The first way is incorrect.
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The candidate has achieved four marks.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two developed ways:

One way they can pray at home is through japji developed by, can be
recited anywhere and help them feel closer to God

Another way is through sohilla developed by this is a prayer that is said
before going to sleep.

The candidate has given extra information and used key prayers. A good
answer.
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The candidate achieved four marks.
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</£Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed answers:

Pray meditating on God's name developed by, makes them more God
centred.

Pray through prayer books developed by, helps them focus.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life. Bullet point 3.2 "...the role and
importance of the gurdwara in the Sikh community.’

The question asked was to ' Explain two reasons why the gurdwara is important within the Sikh
community’. The question was well answered and there was a good use of key Sikh technical terms,
although there was a lack of appropriate sources of wisdom.

The candidate achieved two marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why the gurdwara is important within the Sikh community.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed answer with no source of wisdom.

The gurdwara is a place where all the community are equal developed by:
through the langar.
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The candidate has achieved 5 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two developed reasons with a source of wisdom:

The gurdwara holds the Guru Granth Sahib developed by, everyone can be
educated.

The gurdwara can have four doors to enter developed by, everyone is
welcome referenced by 'there is no Hindu, there is no Muslim."
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The candidate achieved two marks.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two simple reasons.
It is where the Guru Granth Sahib is
Give langar out to people

The rest is not credit worthy as the candidate has already scored marks
and is incorrect.
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Question 3 (d)

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the argument, it must show appraisal
to gain the higher grades. Many candidates gave excellent answers for and against but did not
analyse or evaluate them well. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments
restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Sikh Life: Bullet point 3.7: Gurpurbs and
commemorations'.

“Sikhs should celebrate all of the gurpurbs". Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and
against. In your response you should:

¢ refer to Sikh teachings
* reach a justified conclusion

The answers generally gave a lack of Sikh teachings. There were a lot of references to specific
gurpurbs, but in some cases they wrote about Divali being a gurpurb, which is incorrect. Many were
able to highlight the main gurpurbs but there was a general lack of another view which could have
been analysed well. Candidates should look at the statement and then critically analyse the
statement. It is useful to deconstruct the religious information leading to coherent logical chains of
reasoning that consider different points of view. The answer should be coherent and give reasoned
judgements of the full range of elements in the question.
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The candidate achieved level 2- Six marks and three for spag.

*(d) “Sikhs should celebrate all of the gurpurbs’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Sikh teachings

« reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 2 because....The candidate gives logical chains
of reasoning for both sides of the arguments. These are underpinned by
an accurate understanding of religion and belief. Beginning to show a little
evidence of Level 3. However, the candidate does not attempt to appraise
the arguments given or evaluate the arguments and the conclusion offers
an attempt at making a judgment, but this is not fully justified.The
candidate meets the demands of the level two descriptor but has not fully
met the level three requirements. The candidate is awarded 6 marks at
the top of the mark range because most of the demands of the level
descriptor are met.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because the candidate spells
and punctuates with considerable accuracy. The candidate uses rules of
grammar with general control of meaning overall. The candidate uses a
good range of specialist terms as appropriately.

\ Examiner Tip

In the d questions candidates need to show knowledge but also give
analysis to back up their knowledge. This sample is a clear example of A01
but needs more A02.
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The candidate achieved a level 1- 3 marks and 3 for spag.
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‘/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate reached level 1 and was awarded 3 marks. The candidate
gained level 1 because.... The knowledge and understanding are isolated
(superficial). The arguments for the statement are not underpinned by
religious beliefs or teachings. There is a simple for and against given.
There are no judgements made. The conclusion is not justified. The
candidate is awarded 3 marks at the top of the mark range because most
of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPAG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because the candidate spells
and punctuates with considerable accuracy. The candidate uses rules of
grammar with general control of meaning overall. The candidate uses a
good range of specialist terms as appropriately.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death. Bullet point 4.8 ‘Sikh
responses to threats to the world.’

The question asked was to 'Outline three responses to threats to the natural world'. The question
was well answered and there were some good responses to the threats shown to the natural world.

The candidate achieved 3 marks.

4 (a) Outline three Sikh responses to threats to the natural world.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave three correct responses:
Against animal testing

Against deforestation

Against destruction of habitats
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death. Bullet point 4.5 ‘Sikh
responses to the existence of life after death.’

The question asked to' Explain two Sikh teachings that support the existence of life after death’. The
question was well answered and there were some good teachings in relation to life after death.

The candidate achieved 2 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed teaching:

There will be a continual samsara developed by, unless they do a good
deed to be able to get closer to God
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The candidate achieved 2 marks.

(b) Explain two Sikh teachings that support the existence of life after death.
(4)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave one developed reason:
Go through reincarnation developed by, judged on their karma.

The rest of the answer is incorrect.
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The candidate achieved 4 marks.
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<ZZ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate has given two developed teachings:

Teachings of reincarnation developed by 8.4 million life forms.

Teaching of mukti (liberation with God) developed by, will have a good life
after death.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death. Bullet point 4.3 'Sikh
responses to non-religious explanations about the origins of human life.’

The question asked was to 'Explain two ways Sikh respond to non-religious arguments about the
origins of human life’. The question was poorly answered with a small percentage achieving full
marks; there was a lack of sources of wisdom.

The candidate achieved 4 marks.

(c) Explain two ways Sikhs respond to non-religious explanations about the origins
of human life.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed ways but no source of wisdom.

Sikhs respond as they acknowledge the Big Bang theory developed by,
because Waheguru caused it.

There is no Sikh creation story developed by, but God created the divine
spark of life.
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ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the
specification in order to achieve higher grades.

The candidate achieved 5 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two developed reasons with a source of wisdom.

Respond by saying Waheguru created the world referenced by, 'expanded
his expansion' developed by, it was Wahegurus hukam (divine will).

Sikhs agree with the scientific theories as they are logical developed by,
however God created it 'Karta Purakh'.
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The candidate achieved 0 marks.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The information written does not relate to the question.
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The candidate achieved 0 marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate, although has written a paragraph it does not relate to the
question.
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Question 4 (d)

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the argument, and appraisal is used
throughout to gain higher levels. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments
restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.
Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death: Bullet point 4.1: '...responses
to the possible view that the universe may be used as a commodity.' Evaluate this statement
considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

¢ refer to Sikh teachings

¢ refer to different Sikh points of view.

* reach a justified conclusion

The answers gave a lack of Sikh teachings and divergent views. A large percentage of candidates
failed to score due to lack of understanding, and there were a lot of blank pages. Candidates should
look at the statement and then critically analyse the statement. It is useful to deconstruct the
religious information leading to coherent logical chains of reasoning that consider different points

of view. The answer should be coherent and give reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question.
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The candidate achieved a level 3- 7 marks.

(d) “The universe should not be regarded as a commodity.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. Has R

In your response you should: cdlwSion
refer to Sikh teachings

« refer to different Sikh points of view

reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because.... The candidate uses an accurate
understanding of religion and belief to develop reasoning which addresses
the issues raised by the statement. This is presented in an accurate and
coherent way. Logical chains of reasoning are identifiable on both sides of
the argument. The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by
some appraisal of the evidence, the arguments given, and the conclusion
lacks justification.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should be aware of all the technical terms in the specification.
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The candidate achieved 0 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Although the candidate has attempted to answer the question it is
incorrect.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the scannable pages using the
blank spaces.

* When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences.

* The source of wisdom offered to support answers in question (c) must be relevant to the
qguestion and support the reason given.

* The (d) questions ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are
achieved if the evidence/reasons given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an argument
as part of deciding the evaluation.

* On (d) questions, the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer.

* Understand all key words on specification.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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