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Introduction

This was the second examination series for the revised GCSE 9 - 1 Level 1 and 2 qualification in
Religious Studies. It is clear that many centres have learned considerably from the preceding series
and have begun to school their candidates in the technique required for success in this
examination.

a type questions require that the candidate give three pieces of information in response to the
question. It is important that the candidate not simply give a list of items, but that each piece of
information conveyed is presented either in its own sentence, or at least in its own clause within a
sentence.

b type questions require that the candidate should be able to present two pieces of information;
typically two reasons for something, two attitudes to something, two ways for something. To gain
full marks on this question, the candidate should aim to develop each of those reasons, attitudes or
ways. This can be done by adding additional relevant information, by giving an example or by citing
a religious source. The number of reasons/ways etc. is limited to 2 and so candidates are not able
to access a third mark by giving a third reason/way.

c type questions are answered similarly to b questions, except that here the candidate has the
potential to gain an additional development mark from the use of a source of wisdom and
authority that is relevant both to the question asked and to the point that they are making. The use
of a source of wisdom and authority on its own does not automatically gain the additional mark but
is @ means for the candidate to gain a further mark where they have already given a developed
response. On the basis (outlined above for b questions) that a source of wisdom and authority can
be used as a means of developing a response, candidates can use two, relevant, sources of wisdom
and authority in a c question to access the third mark for that particular explanation or reason.

d type questions allow candidates to give reasons for and against a particular proposition, whilst
coming to a justified conclusion. The response needs to show evidence of appraisal if it is to access
the higher levels available, and this appraisal should not be superficial. Importantly, appraisal is not
the only factor in accessing Levels 3 and 4, but one of several. An answer may show good appraisal,
but be full of disparate, undeveloped, ideas that fail to make connections and so be a better fit for
the lower levels of the mark scheme.

Overall, the most successful candidates tended to understand key terminology - and whilst
'keywords' are not assessed on this paper, it became apparent that some candidates had benefited
from being taught them. Successful candidates were able to develop their responses, however
simply, and were able successfully to deploy a range of sources of wisdom and authority to support
and develop their responses. In d answers, the most successful candidates considered the various
merits of the arguments they were presenting by, for example, appraising the relative authority of
different sacred texts or the comparative validity of secular or scientific arguments in an
integrated manner which showed the capacity to link connected ideas. In future examination series,
this latter capacity would seem likely to be key to accessing the highest grades.
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Question 1 (a)

Successful answers to this question were comparatively rare, with many candidates choosing to
leave the space blank. Centres could remind their candidates that the exam is marked positively
and so it is always worth writing some kind of response for every question.

1 (a) Outline three beliefs about the nature of Vaikuntha.

.......... OME@&%WMMMmMmH\L
- Dpuatuai. World bosond. . A Nothee oelaoy CuotAh. M2

...... abauk Vou kuncho. Ls Shab Lt W itee ¢ mau

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate presents three relevant pieces
of information. There is no danger of this being
considered a list since each piece of information is
in its own sentence.

ResultsP!
Examiner Tip

The candidate could have written the response
more briefly and still have gained full marks (It

is the spiritual world beyond, it is where Bhagavan
is, it is free of maya). Note that dropping the verb
(is) would however have resulted in a list and
would have cost the candidate marks.
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Question 1 (b)

Very few candidates failed to get at least some of the available marks for this question.

(b) Explain two Hindu beliefs about the atman.

(4)
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S ( ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two things, both of which are
developed - allowances are made for a certain lack
of precision in what they say, since it does not
result in us crediting something that is objectively
wrong. Arguably three distinct points are being
made, but we can only credit two of them - we
choose the points that (with their development)
give the candidate the most marks, not just the
first they mention.

Atman is like a soul (and accumulates good and
bad karma) (1) it is the part of them that
reincarnates (1)

Every living thing has an atman (1) it can
reincarnate as something better or worse (1)

EA\ ResultsPlus

\‘ Examiner Tip

Although the two developments are both about
reincarnation (and would not normally be credited
separately) here, each adds just enough distinct
additional understanding to be accepted as
different points. Candidates are, as a general rule,
advised to avoid repetition in their development.
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Question 1 (c)

Where candidates understood the meaning of Cosmology, the question was generally well
answered. For a considerable number of candidates however, the term represented an obstacle to
them being able to access the question. It is important that, when delivering the course, centres
highlight the words used in the specification as the phrasing of questions in the exam is often
derived from it. It is easy to imagine being able to deliver the content behind this question, without
really making much use of the word cosmology at all.

(c) Explain two teachings about the Hindu cosmology.
——

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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N / ResultsPlus

‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate in this example gained 5 marks, two
teachings were given, both of them developed with
appropriate use of a source of wisdom and
authority in support.

N\
y \
e 7
;‘/
Y

. ResultsPlus
~_\

) Examiner Tip

\
\

You only have to give one source of wisdom and
authority in a c question, but there is nothing to
stop you giving two, if you can think of another
one. If the two refer to the same teaching, it can
count as development.
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Question 1 (d)

This question presented a number of challenges to candidates. It was important that they kept
focused on the question itself, which was about using a murti to learn about the divine - not an
invitation to a general discussion about murtis. Secondly, the question was not an invitation to
discuss the trimurti. Many candidates who did one or other of these things were still able to access
marks where they were still making points that were relevant to the question, as set, but for some
this prevented them accessing the best marks.

*(d) “All Hindus should use a murti to learn about the divine!" = Se.gtano. Rrehmdi
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
«  refer to Hindu teachings

« reach a justified conclusion.
(15)

wR o muré &' eaxh ake
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(Total for Question 1 = 27 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate in the example scores at the lower
end of Level 3. There are clearly some logical
chains of reasoning in their writing. They are able
to give considered reasons for supporting and
refuting the statement. There is some appraisal
but it does not, however, stretch to considering the
relative strength of the arguments, but rather
considers each argument in isolation. The
candidate shows good religious knowledge. It is
important to stress that there is no one magic
formula for success in a d question, with this one
the candidate might have considered weighing up
the different arguments against one another.
Some of what sounds like appraisal (This is a
strong argument because...) is not so much
appraisal as the giving of an additional reason
prefaced by "This is a strong/weak argument
because..."
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Plan your answer.

Consider the reasons for and against.
What conclusion are you working towards?

Organise your ideas logically, showing the links
between them (Many Hindus believe x, this means
that they do y and often results in z).

Which of your arguments are stronger than
others? Why are they stronger?

What supports that argument? Is it scriptural? Are
there some Hindus who would regard one text as
more authoritative than another, for example?

Remember that there is no 'formula’ for getting a d
question right, you just need to show the examiner
that you are thinking about which of the elements
of the argument is strongest or weakest - and why
it is stronger/weaker. Leave the examiner in no
doubt that your conclusion was the most logical
conclusion to come to.
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Question 2 (a)

Many candidates were able to answer this question successfully; those who were not, tended not to
have focused on the purpose of marriage. As with 'the nature of' in 13, it is important that
candidates are supported in being able to interpret and understand the words used in the
Specification.

2 (a) Outline three purposes of marriage for Hindus.

Mamage ___________ aVews o Winda Yo Wl

(3)

ceaCn MM, i —_—
Maxrioee con. o\, ocing. commumied & aaﬁ\f\{f’(\nu ......... Shawt ..

peoce .. ond . Awimse iy aMaws. Mindws Vo weach . Moltha..

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this example you can see that the candidate has
not only outlined three purposes of marriage, but
has also included some development.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

The question could have been answered more
briefly, allowing more time to be devoted to the
qguestions which attract highest marks - which is
not to detract from a good answer, but simply to
highlight areas in which candidates might save
themselves some time.
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Question 2 (b)

This question proved to be very accessible for the vast majority of candidates. Because of its open
nature, a wide variety of responses was both given and credited, but we looked for candidates to be
telling us what the community (in its wider sense) does for the family - whereas some candidates
ended up telling us what the extended family does for others within that extended family.

(b) Explain two ways the local Hindu community supports the family.
(4)

Lt Elinda. ......(...u.fx.‘.\m.u_n..r:.,.i...'i...l .............. L o N Lz A ' DR—-— L S TN+ a W L IR
YT TR TR W MRS K 5 W N VT PR T PP B O Yo . bbbl TRE
QINCLIENCL o s s s s e
ADOGlan L O £ QOOONAOSL STV E =Y o ¥ W S UV =V &7 YU S—
T T— CELLLN G Y ouk{(:’nmn'khﬂ;c‘\u:(f’uﬂvlu#fan
besame. . . LAALL (Y Y X & Lo N TR N = TN - X 67 NN & 17a T SN 4 1.« N LA @ Vo NN
Lzm.ll.".u..«‘.a.u.c.:.g............un.f.L.c.f:.1..t..gh¢1¢..s.ga ............. ST T VTS W e £ A AN e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The following example is included simply as an
illustration of a technique being used by several
centres to guide their candidates towards showing
development.

ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

This is by no means a requirement that candidates
should do so, but it may be of benefit to some in
answering explain questions.

14  GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1E



Question 2 (c)

2c proved to be something of a challenge for many candidates who did not equate family planning
with limiting the number of off-spring. Here too, | cannot stress highly enough the importance of
familiarising candidates with the language of the specification where other terms might more
commonly be used in the classroom. Interestingly, the sources of wisdom and authority quoted in
this question were seldom as given in the specification, but this can only disadvantage the
candidate if the quote is neither known to the examiner nor readily found in standard reference
sources.

what seewrs
(c) Explain two Hindu teachings about family planning. unnratavar - Bé

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

LHindus. o A0LRVe. £0WILY. L1annIng.. ‘S iveovtans. Secause. .
sawaneed o oAdven.  @use. anhaeeiness . A (dele. Qua
e b0d eavina b wice woula. s evovent  Moksiha) e +hey

had 200 ey Midyown 40 Sugeevt . 0nd oGk . Q¢tey..  Tneveieve,

£OMUY._ HONAINA ix. & OSSHY

Hinaws.. 8so.. Seueve oWl alnwing.. (s....acletable... ...
LXOMRLR . USiNA... OAFvAcRetives..... SU as  ondews  ov  blvia

C0Meval o pils. is. allowed ~ Bu  sgwe  Hownaus . TAS s VRIVECV(eq

LAV BIAdAVAA. Giia. . augte " wnaar seems.. AMNdtuvalLis

. ot AVROEICTAN .
NS0 nAtuva) . TS MmN, ke f (QNEVICoeH O, IS
&5 & Wtwoad of  FAWIIY pravining

AL AR0S. . N0t RS SAVIIY. iNfLvEeve  witw  Brdhma

......... ond. .50 is.  0C(efrab(e € 1A (VN SOVipMuw@ oo

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gives two teachings,
both developed, one of which is supported by a
relevant source of wisdom and authority.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1E
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Question 2 (d)

Whilst many candidates were able to produce good responses to this question, often referencing
the ashramas. Nevertheless, there was a significant number of candidates who answered the
question as though it were about creation, rather than procreation.

(d) “Procreation is the most important part of life”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Hindu teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Commen ts

This answer scored seven marks.
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Question 3 (a)
Few candidates failed to score marks on this question. Where difficulties were experienced, it

tended to be because candidates gave answers that were only secular and could not be understood
as being Hindu responses.

3 (a) Outline three ways Hindus support women'’s rights.
(3)

Hindus _beugve. i Anumsa. tndlefere. ..

NOAn L trest. anyone mfferﬁr\w .........
TYngj {ﬁ WORSYM,D female Gocks

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.
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Question 3 (b)

A wide range of responses was possible to this question and so responses acknowledging physical
difficulties accessing a mandir were found alongside those expressing more religious motivation
(such as devotion to a particular deity). All reasonable responses were credited.

(b) Explain two reasons Hindus might worship in the home.

......................... besa ,M wmm AN e A NAAY..
.meg m!zwa 2Py Mmﬂm

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer gained 4 marks, as they gave two valid
reasons.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always check the marks on the question paper for
each question.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1E
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Question 3 (c)

Few candidates were unable to access at least some marks for this question. Many candidates
relied on arguments related to the sanctity of life, or to animal welfare in general for one of their
reasons, but a pleasing number were able to give specific reasons for cow protection as distinct
from other forms of animal protection.

In the example below the candidate gives two good, developed, reasons for working for cow
protection and links a well-known quote to their argument.

In this example below the candidate gives two good, developed, reasons for working for cow
protection and links a well-known quote to their argument.
¥
(c) Explain two reasons Hindus might work for cow protection. F oo
Y{a Fe

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This scored the full 5 marks.

Question 3 (d)

3d was routinely well answered by those who tackled it. The more nuanced responses involved
candidates articulating whether it was the best form of Hindu prayer as opposed to making a case
that it should be the only form of Hindu prayer.

0N e le\l Uh oS o - maye
M&)ﬁl In this question, 3 of the marks dwarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.

*(d) “Meditation is the best form of Hindu prayer.” _ (0\ Mo Bhouett -
Lo & of
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

Jg wow
In your response you should: o A ¥ and
+ refer to Hindu teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

nd..0ok... mgtm'nB..eJ.SL.m.h..h'oh..is...n.....;uuS.lan....sy..mmdg..n.Tf.}uu....ehmm....S{x.iﬁ.'nﬂ_gs....1'.1._,,,,..................,

. 320KeS... DK, L) ONS.. CUINGS. A, S 0L QUNMENA | Kdd J0Uldh LESPECE... tnoce adMan ... .......

o ORROCINIEALS . QUNDN D LONRIAKL s

Tng. savongest. Ggumenk. agunsk. O SEOEEMEAL.. 45, N0k, in.dhe.... Bhauaga d. giks........

A5, Se0ked. Dok . DIOREL HOR. .. h... Q0N &) JOut. DA AACPN LGS, D ADLSE .
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ASHAMA.INARS.. AN JOLE SL. ML 10 MALOLE. . A5 LY 00 STUAIAY. ...

NOULAN, . pORIEL. . 0. JOUOI.. 0a . Loga. and..do. goodh. AhoNs. &5, A. JOLMG)

o PEENEE CONSC. JNOA, MORMEWODN. 05 OMS. AN, b8 A AN A0 MY .OMBec

A preaAC. ANnK. cyeAL. 0).. SOMMEBL . AN QUL ORSIN e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This was a Level 3 response in which the candidate
successfully articulated which of the supporting
arguments was the stronger, and gave reasons for
asserting this. It's a good example of how a shorter
response can still be successful if the candidate
shows good religious understanding, structures
their answer correctly and includes some genuine
appraisal.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Organise your ideas before you start writing. Make
sure that you tell the examiner not just which is
the stronger argument, but why it is the stronger
argument. The quality of your thinking matters
more than the quantity of your words.
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Question 4 (a)

The majority of candidates were able to gain at least some of the marks for this question, with the
most common cause of lost marks being that candidates gave secular answers, rather than
religious answers.

This is how the question should have been answered.

4 (a) Outline three Hindu teachings about animal rights.

(3)
....... QM&Q&M%LSMWM
.......... M&rﬁ&mdm M\WM S fqh,g; bloesi—
........... CSotdan ok Bor-gdn b oinn.....Cs..... b0 Nain.... @ttt

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This scored 3 marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Do not give secular answers when asked for Hindu
teachings.
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Question 4 (b)

This question the candidates were asked to explain two Hindu responses to threats to the natural
world.

(b) Explain two Hindu responses to threats to the natural world.
(4)

..... Some..... dindw..... PERVE . aak .. JONWAIM L enevikalid. Oty
ST LR VL S 1V T . S .1 'Y - " B 1 L 7T L
e RO e MY b Mg B TR

BRVR (Y TV 1 VYOO 2 A1 AA . 11+ L SO ¥ OO - 11 0\ 001V WO 07> 21/ ¢/ L A
Lo Mt wt L eipeC Gl e D
ey wd Wy e wtadd e ond .
......... LU SV O ' 1112 1 S\ SR 11 A,

<ZZ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gave two clear, developed, reasons
and so scored 4 marks.
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Question 4 (c)

The single biggest obstacle to the candidates succeeding with this question was that many of them
did not recognise the underlying meaning of the words 'the sanctity of life' - as such, many started
their responses by saying "Hindus regard life as holy because they believe in the sanctity of life" or,
put differently, "Hindus regard life as holy because they believe life is holy" which tells us nothing
that is not already in the question. Some were fortunate in that they then went on to consider ideas

that could be credited.

N vt

Evahhmmiawn n
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 4/ -

(c) Explain two reasons why Hindus regard life as holy.

(5)
_Hndus_ Yeaavd (§e  as  Woly  because (tS  made by

0N b (Veared e tWAvA... WAIURVSE. . i UAING. its. Anasignts.

viewod as  sauwed.

CTAls. Meovs  WER o duawne to  ho

X
........ AtAawn..... A avvwaan....is. Q. Sedvie  of.. 8kawman....and so. .
.......... FOVWNS  OF 82 5 N0k AMSE  WUWLAVLS ... ekA——
LSO B2 NOMOMNMELA. e
........ K TWs.0S . d0mowmsivatea  fvova. dne  Opanisnads
ARTEL 1 M W UAHA BV AV L3 SV B
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< (; ResultsPlus
V\; Examiner Comments

This candidate seems to have started out by
working out which of the quotes they knew could
be used to support their answer to the question
and then writing an answer with the express
intention of using that quote.

4\
/

O\
/\\\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

You might find it helpful as a way of ensuring that
the quote you use is relevant to the answer you
give - if the quote's not relevant, it won't be
credited.
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Question 4 (d)

This question illustrated perfectly the challenge that some candidates have with addressing the
question directly. A considerable proportion of candidates found themselves answering a question
about whether there is life after death, rather than about the ease of believing in it and thereby lost
the opportunity to gain marks.

(d) “It is easy to believe in life after death.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

+ refer to Hindu teachings

« refer to non-religious points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.

g Hrdus Mﬂjagrﬂau**'-ﬂ—ssmw-vw,

L_-,c., ESern  idte a plant - )
l Lne'.’r¢/orc_ N ij to L.ae.‘ eac &;L,,_J-\ _

NS

Yo get 9ol hwﬁ@,ﬁo

kt-z...r' _ Sow'e Cem <sccpe 'C"bﬂ_ C,UC_\{ B a/ Semscare.
am9&¢‘~c~ﬁ'—Mc“=S‘-c T '—~S s alsc e Sro
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N/ (ResultsPlus
’r’/\ Examiner Comments

This was a Level 3 response with some degree of
appraisal, showing secure religious knowledge.

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Pay close attention to the bullet points in the
question. If the question asks for non-religious
points of view and you don't give them, you can
get no more than 6 marks. If a question doesn't
ask for non-religious points of views and you give
them all the same, those points of view won't be
credited at all and you will have wasted precious
time. Non-religious points of view allow for non-
religious appraisal too - such as whether
something is logical or contradicts our scientific
understanding.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1E
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Any technical vocabulary used in the question paper will also be in the Specification. Check your
understanding of this vocabulary, especially where there are similar looking words with different
meanings (arti and artha, karma and kama). It would also seem to be a worthwhile exercise to
make sure that you understand some of the technical terms in the Specification that are not
subject specific for example, is the difference between ‘three beliefs about the nature of
Brahman’ and ‘three beliefs about Brahman?

* Allow yourself enough time to both read and understand the questions. Make sure that you
explain things that require explaining and that you are in fact answering the question that has
been set. If you don't address the specific question asked, you will lose valuable time in the exam,
writing an answer that can only access some of the marks.

* The Specification gives some key texts for each section of the exam. Take time to learn some of
these. When you use the quote in your exam, make sure that it is 'doing something' in your
answer and not just dropped in as an afterthought. The quote will gain marks only if it is
developing one of the points you've made.

* Read the bullet points in part d questions carefully and make sure that you cover them - if you
are asked to provide non-religious reasons, make sure you do. If non-religious reasons are not
asked for, you can save yourself time in the exam by not giving them. Remember that reasons
from another religion are not non-religious and will not be considered as such.

¢ d questions require you to say how effective or 'strong' the elements of the argument you are
giving are - but do not limit yourself to saying that x is a strong argument; tell the examiner why x
is stronger than y. Is it supported by a more authoritative text for example? The mark scheme
talks about ‘superficial appraisal’ so try to go beyond the superficial. Answers where every
paragraph ends either This is a strong argument because it is supported by scripture’ or ‘This is a
weak argument because it is just an opinion’ are always going to seem a little superficial.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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