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Introduction
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics

Option 1D – Buddhism

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions, each covers

a section of the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four questions. There is no

element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content is provided in the

specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published

resources when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is set from the

specification.

This paper allows an in depth study of Buddhism as a lived religion within the United Kingdom, and

its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically within families and with regard to matters of life and

death. This unit engages the interest of young people, as it addresses many Buddhist beliefs and

teachings in addition to some issues affecting young people today.
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Question 1 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 - Buddhist ethical teachings

The question asked was: Outline three of the Five Precepts.

It assesses Assessment Objective One and has 3 marks.

The candidates needed to provide any three of the Five Precepts; most candidates knew these

although some answered in the form of a list.

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlined two of the Five Precepts.

Refrain from harming any living being (1)

Refrain from sexual misconduct (1)

The candidate's final sentence is not one of the Five Precepts and

thus is incorrect.

Candidates should make sure they clearly answer the question set.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate provides three of the Five Precepts. The answers are given as 3 sentences, therefore

can gain the maximum of 3 marks.

It does not matter that the candidate has inserted a number to indicate a bullet point at the

beginning of each sentence.

The candidate outlined three of the Five Precepts.

Do not kill (1)

Do not steal (1)

No sexual misconduct (1)

Candidates should make sure they learn all the special terms used

in the specification.
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Question 1 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.1 – The life of the Buddha

The question asked was: Explain two reasons why the Four Sights are important for Buddhists.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, in this question two reasons are

required, and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

This question proved straightforward for candidates: they knew the Four Sights and most were able

to link them to Buddhist beliefs.

b) items are point marked – Two reasons are required. The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one reason Reason One – Everything changes

so don’t resist (1) The extra information does not answer the

question about For Sights, so it cannot be credited.
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Candidates must ensure they follow the requirements of the

question which asks for 2 reasons; this candidate gave lots of

information which could not be credited.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks

Reasons are identified correctly and development using extra information which linked to both the

question and the reasons identified.

The candidate gives two developed reasons. Reason One – death

shows everything is impermanent (1) Development One – anicca...

resisting change is bad for us (1) Reason Two – Disease reveals

how we can suffer (1) Development One – minimise through 4

noble truths (1)

Candidates should ensure they do not use the same information

twice; they will only be rewarded once for a specific piece of

information.
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet points 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 – Noble Truths

The question asked was:

Explain two  reasons why the Four Noble Truths are important for Buddhists today.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items: therefore two reasons were required, and both

needed to be developed for 4 marks, a source of wisdom is required at some point in the answer;

however this needs to link to one of the reasons for a fifth mark.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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The candidate gives two accurate reasons.

Reason One – make them a better person (1) Reason Two – a lot

easier for them to become enlightened (1)
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Candidates must learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them

accurately and in context.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks. The candidate gives two accurate reasons; they are both

developed and there is an accurate source of wisdom.

Reason One – it outlines and defines the nature of suffering (1)

Development One – allowing Buddhists to escape from suffering

(1)

Reason Two - suffering is caused by Tanha (1) Development Two –

by resisting craving you can become enlightened (1)

Source – ‘paraphrase of temptation by Mara' (1)

5 marks
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Candidates should not attempt to 'shoehorn' in random quotes as

sources of wisdom; they must use them appropriately.
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Question 1 (d) 

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. The candidates are being

assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance

and influence.AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames

restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Buddhist Beliefs

Bullet point 1.6– Fourth Noble Truth

The question asked:

‘The Eightfold Path should be the only guide for living.'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious response. They were however asked to refer to different Buddhist points of view.

d) items are level marked; they are not point marked. The d) items are marked by reading the

whole answer then deciding the level by using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best

fit then the mark within the level is decided.
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The candidate gains 12 marks in total - The candidate has reached

level 3 and was awarded 9 marks and 3 marks for SPaG

There is accurate religious information among many of the

elements reasons for and against, using specialist information

although this is not sustained.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements supported by

good appraisal of the argument.

Not level 4 as there is not a comprehensive appraisal of the

arguments.

9 marks in the top of the mark range for level 3 awarded.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because •The

candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

•Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of

meaning overall. •Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms

as appropriate.
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Candidates must ensure they address all the bullet points in the

question.
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This item assessed the candidates' ability to evaluate statements about whether the Eightfold Path

is all a Buddhist should refer to a guide to life.

d) items are level marked, they are not point marked. The d) items are marked by reading the

whole answer then deciding the level by using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best

fit then the mark within the level is decided.
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The candidate gains 7 marks in total – level 2 – 4 marks plus 3

marks for spag

Level 2 - 4 marks

There is limited information among a limited range of elements,

almost isolated ideas.

Level 2 not level 1 as the elements of understanding are not

isolated; there is the beginnings of chains of logical reasoning.

Not level 3: there are very short chains lacking specialist

information, conclusion does not consider the quality of the

arguments (appraisal); it repeats information and provides

reasoning.

4 marks: the bottom of the mark range for level 2 awarded. Better

level 2 would be more precise and contain more evidence.

Candidates should spend time planning their argument so that it

flows coherently.
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Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.4– Support for the family in the sangha.

The question asked was:

Outline three ways the sangha tries to support the family.

The candidates needed to provide any possible way the family might be supported by the sangha:

either the monastic sangha or the community was acceptable.

This candidate clearly had some understanding but wrote in a list within a sentence rather than as

three sentences. Lists can only be awarded one mark.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark. - they can offer guidance, they

can lead blessings and offer refuge (1)

One mark for a list albeit in one sentence.

An outline must be more than one word, or item of knowledge.
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This question was very wide; any possible ways were accepted.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Award one mark for each point identified: One way... providing

marriage counselling (1) Another way... meditation classes (1) A

third way... teaching the dhamma (1)

The last part of the last 2 outlines are required so that the answer

is about artificial contraception rather than sex.

It helps candidates and examiners if candidates record each way

on a separate line.
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Question 2 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.8 – Buddhist teachings and attitudes about gender prejudice and discrimination

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why Buddhists oppose gender prejudice.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

In this question we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from bullet 2.8 in the specification

about gender prejudice. Teachers should use the wording and specialist terminology in the

specification to assist candidates' understanding of questions.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives one developed reason.

Reason One – One reason is... paticcasamupada (1)

Development One – we are all interconnected (1)

Learning specialist words used in the specification will ensure

candidates are able to access all the questions easily.
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In this question we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from bullet 2.8 in the specification

about gender prejudice. Teachers should use the wording and specialist terminology in the

specification to assist candidates' understanding of questions.

b) items are point marked

The candidate is awarded 4 marks. The candidate gives two

developed reasons: Reason One – there is no fixed self (1)

Development One - gender is irrelevant (1) Reason Two –

paticcasamupada meaning interconnectedness (1) Development

Two - all things are linked (1)

It helps to write answers which divide into 2 paragraphs, each

containing a reason and a development.
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Question 2 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.6 – Buddhist teachings about divorce

The question asked was:

Explain two Buddhist teachings about divorce.

Candidates needed to answer giving teachings specifically about divorce; these did not need to be

scriptural teachings but any teaching a Buddhist may follow.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in

their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer so they

can then be awarded 5 marks.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gives one developed teaching.

The initial information is about marriage, not divorce.

Teaching One – should be allowed (1) Development one - if it is for

the best (1)
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Any source used must be relevant and used as part of the

candidate's reasoning.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two teachings these are developed and uses an accurate source of wisdom.

Teaching One – it is acceptable (1) Development One – Because of

impermanence... relationships cannot last forever (1)

Teaching Two – It is not acceptable (1)

Development Two – it can cause dukka to the children (1)

Source – if one follows the advice of the Buddha such unfortunate

occurrences will not occur (1)
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Candidates must study the whole breadth and depth of the

specification in order to achieve higher grades. It is best to check

that materials used to teach cover the specification.
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Question 2 (d) 

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the d items. As explained in the specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the

arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students' progression

to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.2 – Sexual relationships

The question asked:

‘Sex outside marriage should be allowed’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

refer to non-religious point of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates are required to give a non-religious response; the bullet 2.2 clearly

mentions the requirement to make a study of non-religious attitudes to sexual relationships,

including the acceptance of sexual relationships outside marriage and homosexuality.

The candidate gains 4 marks.

The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 4 marks which is the bottom of level 2.
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d) items are level marked; they are not point marked. This

question does not have SPaG marks. There is limited information

among a limited range of elements, almost isolated ideas with very

short chains of reasoning (some are not in chains at all).

Level 2 not level 1 as the elements of understanding are not

isolated; there is the beginnings of chains of logical reasoning.

Not level 3: there are very short chains lacking specialist

information, conclusion does not consider the quality of the

arguments (appraisal); it repeats information and provides

reasoning.

4 marks: the bottom of the mark range for level 2 awarded. Better

level 2 would be more precise and contain more evidence.
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There are many different ways to answer d) items and gain marks;

a template will not assure good marks, if fact it may distract the

candidate and affect the coherence of the answer.
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The candidate gains 8 marks. The candidate has reached level 3 and was awarded 8 marks which is

the middle of level 3.
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Level 3 - 8 marks

There is religious information among many of the elements; they

gave reasons for and against.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements supported by

some appraisal of the argument in the conclusion.

Not level 4: the accuracy is not sustained so can’t get L4.

8 marks in the middle of the mark range for level 2 awarded.

Better level 3 would be more precise and contain more appraisal

of the evidence.

Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer /

the validity of the chains in the answer/ a consideration of what is

written in order to answer the questions (rather than which side

they agree with) / a measurement of which side is more logical / an

assessment of which is the more compelling argument / an

understanding of which argument is more convincing or rational

or cogent.
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Question 3 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.4 – Features of Buddhist places of worship

The question asked was:

Outline three ways Buddhist places of worship are used.

The candidates needed to provide ways the places are used, not provide reasons for its use.

Answers could include a number of ways.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

This candidate answered using the wording of the question which

does not provide a creditable way (are used to worship)

One way given. To honour the Buddha (1)

Whilst honour and show devotion were accepted, worshipping the

Buddha was not credited.

Three separate sentences are a good idea.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Three ways were required.

a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined points.

Some candidates may answer using a list which is not an outline

and thus can only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks. Award one mark for each

example outlined - a place for the sangha to come together (1) -

coming to meditate in peace (1)

This last way was out of clip and had to be marked separately. (1)

If a candidate cannot complete their answer on the lines allocated

they should write the answer either in separate paper or

elsewhere in the booklet - But must indicate they have done in the

the lined space allocated to the question.
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Teachers should be familiar with the requirements of the

specification, not purely rely on published teaching materials.

Examinations are set from the specification alone.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1D     37



Question 3 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.6 – Puja

The question asked was:

Explain two features of puja performed in the vihara.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

If the feature given was clearly in the home this was not credited as the question states 'in the

vihara'.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Unless the answer indicated they were referring to puja in another place it was assumed

candidates were referring to puja in the vihara.

The candidate gives one feature Feature One – performed in the

shrine room where there is a shrine (1)

Examples linked to the feature given are a good form of

development.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed features:

Feature One – giving offerings (1) Development One - flowers are

given (1) then there is further development Feature Two

–presenting the Buddha with fruits (1) Development Two -

realisation of the Dhamma (1)

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs like this candidate is a

good idea, it ensures the candidate is meeting the requirement of

two reasons.
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Question 3 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.7 – Death and Mourning rituals

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why death rituals are important for Buddhists.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the

question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed reason then adds some

information which is not linked to their answer.

Reason One – Death rituals allow family to say goodbye (1)

Development One – so they aren't craving (1)

The rest of the information is further development, the source

mentioned could have been credited if it was linked / used as part

of the answer, rather than tagged on at the end.

Sources can be paraphrased; however, they must be recognisable

and used as part of the reasoning.
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c) items are point marked c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the

development of each reason and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given. The

candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two reasons: these are developed and there is

an accurate source of wisdom used appropriately. Reason One –

transfer good karma to the deceased (1)

Source - guide all living beings from this swamp of existence (1)

Development One – better chance of escaping the cycle of

samsara (1) Reason Two – allow one to focus on anicca (1)

Development Two – greater understanding of the Dhamma (1)
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Ensure the question is clearly addressed.
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Question 3 (d) 

Candidates in d) items are assessed on AO2:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers, giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames

restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Buddhist Life

Bullet point 3.8 – Festivals and retreats

The question asked:

‘Uposatha days are the most important Buddhist celebration.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

refer to different Buddhist points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

This question assessed the candidates awareness of all of the Buddhist celebrations and especially

focused on their knowledge and understanding of Uposatha Days. Candidates were expected to

evaluate different Buddhist understanding of the importance of Uposatha days especially, however

a number of candidates do not have a detailed understanding of the purpose of the days and had a

tendency to go down a limited route of saying ‘It is not…’ and discussing a different celebration. This

led to limited answers; they were one-sided at best and at worst if they failed to mention Uposatha

days it did not answer the question. Candidates must be taught the entire specification as

questions can come from any part of the specification.

The candidate gains 5 marks in total - The candidate has reached level 1 and was awarded 2 marks

+ then 3 marks for SPaG.
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Level 1 - 2 marks SPaG 3

This candidate has provided a little information on religion and

belief which it is not entirely incorrect.

Not level 2: insufficient accurate information.

2 marks middle of the mark range for level 1 awarded.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidates can write on the exam paper to plan and cross out the

elements required as they complete them.
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The candidate gained a total of 10 marks level 3, 7 marks SPaG 3.
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Level 3 – 7 marks

This answer just makes it into level 3; it has accurate religious

information, identifying Uposatha days correctly, includes reasons

for and against, and it uses specialist information although this is

not sustained.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements supported by

some appraisal of the argument.

Not level 4 as there is not a comprehensive appraisal of the

arguments. Answers need to say more than ‘the point made is very

strong’ and give reasoning; they need to analyse the strength of

the arguments they have provided.

7 marks the lowest of the mark range for level 3 awarded. More

logical chains of reasoning would improve the answer and gain a

higher mark in the level.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks in this example because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of

meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

AO2 needs to be evidenced in d) items; candidates must use their

knowledge and understanding to put forward arguments for and

against and then they must assess the validity of their argument.
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Question 4 (a) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.1 – Buddhist teachings about the origins and value of the universe.

The question asked was:

Outline three Buddhist beliefs about the origins of the universe.

It needed to be answered in three outlines / sentences.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

Award one mark for each point identified - we shouldn’t focus on

how we got here (1)

Candidates should provide 3 full sentences to answer an a) item
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Award one mark for each point identified - agree with the Big Bang

theory(1) - the universe is cyclical (1)

- should not ponder the origins of the universe (1)

Candidates should read the questions carefully to discern what is

required in their answers.
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Question 4 (b) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.8 – Buddhist responses to issues in the natural world

The question asked was

Explain two Buddhist responses to global warming.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two responses are required, and

both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or

examples. The development must be of the response given and to the question asked.

Most candidates were familiar with the term global warming but some were unsure what the

Buddhist response was beside use of the First Precept.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gives one response. Response One – reinforces the

teaching of anicca (1) (then there is repetition of this point)

Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible to

avoid overlapping material.
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b) items are point marked – Two beliefs developed are required.

b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed responses. Response One –

help with global warming(1) Development One - because we use

the Earth for resources (1) Response Two – it is unskilful not to

help (1) Development Two - it does not provide opportunities for

future Buddhists (1)

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command

word in each question. In this case it is response.
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.3 – Buddhist responses to scientific and non-religious explanations about the origins

and value of human life

The question asked was:

Explain two Buddhist responses to scientific explanations of evolution.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the

question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’; this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not

gain a second mark for the source.

This item was straight off the specification almost using the exact wording and yet it caused some

candidates difficulty; it is important for teachers and candidates to be familiar with the wording of

the specification.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.
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The candidate gives one developed response then includes lots of

irrelevant information rather than giving a second response linking

to Buddhism.

Response One - neither support or deny it (1)

Development One – but see why scientists believe in evolution (1)

Candidates should be encouraged to write as concisely as possible

and to focus on the command words given.
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c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for response, 2 for the development of each response and

one for an accurate source that relates to one of the responses given. The candidate is awarded 5

marks.

The candidate gives two responses; these are developed and there

is an accurate source of wisdom. Response One – we are born...

which is forever changing (1) Development One – constantly

changing to become more adapted (1) Response Two – neither

agree nor disagree with the idea (1) Development Two – not worry

about where everything started (1)

Source – linked into a paraphrase of the Parable of the Poison

Arrow (1)
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Paraphrases can be used as a source but they must be identifiable

and linked into the reasoning of the answer.
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Question 4 (d) 

In a d) items candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,

including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a

justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /

appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons

for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. The increased use of formulas

and writing frames this year had the counter-effect expected by teachers, restricting the flow of the

arguments which became stilted and in conforming to a scaffolding restricted the candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.7 – Implications of Buddhist teachings about the value and sanctity of life for the

issue of euthanasia.

The question asked:

‘There is nothing wrong with euthanasia.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Buddhist teachings

refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates required to give a non-

religious point of view. The specification bullet point states ‘non-religious… arguments surrounding

its use’, thus it is possible to ask this in the question. Candidates do not have to identify atheist or

humanist views specifically.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of this issue, sometimes at length, but

very few were analytical in their approach; some missed out the non-religious point of view and

limited themselves to level 2.

The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks.
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Level 2 - 5 marks

There is limited information among a limited range of elements

(reasons for and against) and some irrelevant material.

Level 2 not level 1 as the elements of understanding are not

isolated there is the beginnings of chains of logical reasoning.

Not level 3: there is no appraisal of the arguments given. The

conclusion does not consider the quality of the arguments

(appraisal); it repeats information and provides reasoning.

5 marks in the middle of the mark range for level 2 awarded.

Better level 2 would be more precise and hint at appraisal.

Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels'

mark schemes.
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This question does not have SPaG marks – it is out of 12.

The candidate gains 7 marks.
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Level 3 - 7 marks

There is accurate religious information among many of the

elements; they gave reasons for and against. Some gaps in logic

present. Some attempt at appraisal.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements supported by the

beginnings of appraisal of the argument.

Not level 4: the accuracy is not sustained and there is not a

comprehensive appraisal of the evidence used.

7 marks, the bottom of the mark range for level 3, is awarded.

Better level 3 would be more precise and contain more appraisal

of the evidence.

Candidates fail to really appraise if they use the phrase ‘this is a

stronger argument’ to introduce more reasoning, rather than to

assess the reasons for the strength of the argument. This is a case

of being taught a format/scaffolding without really understanding

the requirements of the marking levels.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Answer a) items in outlines, i.e. full sentences

Provide 3 sentences for a) items, each on a separate line

b) items should have 2 developed reasons, not more than 2

development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

development must link to the reason given and still answer the question set

c) items are similar to b) items but should also use a source as a fifth element

the source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks

d) items must show an appraisal of the argument, not simply rely on a set format

Level descriptors should be used to mark d items, not point marking.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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