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Introduction
Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics, Islam

This paper contributes 50% of the overall full course award at GCSE. The paper consists of four

compulsory questions, each covers a section of the specification, and all candidates are expected to

answer all four sub-questions from each section. Details of the assessment content are provided in

the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification, rather than other published

resources, when planning and teaching the course content. The examination is written based on

the specification content.

This paper, like its associated short course paper, encourages an in depth study of Islam today.

1RBO 1C consists of two generic sections, Muslim Beliefs and Living the Muslim Life, with two

option topics, Marriage and the Family and Matters of Life and Death.

This is the second year of awarding for this Pearson/Edexcel qualification and teaching should be

firmly rooted in the demands of the specification.

By comparison to last year there was much to commend in the work of many candidates.

In a) questions very few candidates attempted to give a list, so fewer candidates lost marks on

straightforward questions.

c) responses, particularly the use of a source of authority demonstrated significant improvement.

Many more candidates gave recognisable quotes or paraphrases of the Qur'an/Hadith rather than

a generic 'the Qur'an says...'.

In d) questions the standard remained much the same as last year with few students able to

appraise their own arguments. Some who did attempt appraisal did so at the expense of the

development of their arguments. The levels for d marking are firmly rooted in the demands of the

higher order thinking skills so it was pleasing to see that more able candidates were better

prepared to take on the challenge, taking the discussion to the next level.
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Question 1 (a) 

Section 1: Muslim Beliefs.

Question 1a: Outline three beliefs about holy books in Islam.

This is from specification bullet point 1.5.

Many candidates had clear ideas about Muslim beliefs on this topic though some confined their

responses to beliefs about the Qur'an rather than holy books in their entirety. This question is

based on bullet point 1.5 in the specification, where it outlines the holy books students should

consider. Those accepted by the Specification are the Qur'an, the Tawrat (Torah), the Zabur

(Psalms), the Injil (Gospel) and the Sahifah (Scrolls). Candidates who include writings other than

these in their responses therefore lost marks.

In general it was pleasing to see that following the work of Centres based on last year's feedback

there were very few lists in evidence, candidates instead responded in full sentences or brief

statements. This enabled them to access all the marks their knowledge allowed.

This is included as an example of a candidate who reinterpreted the question as three beliefs from

the holy books.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Everybody should follow the holy book.

The other suggestions offered did not answer the question.
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Make sure you know what the question means, before attempting

to answer it!

This is included as an example of a mid-range candidate who started very strongly and then did not

achieve the final mark.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

It has the words and teachings of Allah.

It acts as a guide on how to live the Muslim life.

The final point may well apply to the prophets but not to Allah and

therefore was not credited. There is no requirement to write out

the question before answering. This example would still have

gained 2 marks if they had only written the information shown in

the bullet points above.
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Focus on the content of your answer rather than re-writing the

question.

This is an example of a candidate who achieved full marks whilst writing much more concisely.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The Qur'an is the holiest text.

Islam accepts the existence of other holy books.

The Bible, Torah and all books prior to the Qur'an have been

corrupted.

Concise sentences are best.
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Question 1 (b) 

Question 1b. Explain two reasons why it is important that Allah is a god of justice.

The question is derived from specification bullet point 1.3, concerning the nature of Allah.

Candidates who focused on the justice system rather than divine justice often struggled to link the

two. There were also a significant number of candidates who equated justice with mercy. The two

are very different concepts. If an offender is judged fairly they receive the punishment their actions

warrant. If an offender is judged mercifully the punishment may be amended and therefore not be

just. When Allah dispenses mercy he is not being just but rather setting justice aside in favour of

mercy.

This was included as an example of the difficulty experienced by some candidates in linking Allah as

a just God to the offender in the present.

This candidate was awarded 1 mark.

If someone committed a murder it wouldn't be fair if the

murderer didn't get punished.

This could have been developed by the idea that Allah will be able

to restore justice in the afterlife.

Allah, as a God of justice, is much more significant than

punishment on earth.
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This is included as an example of a candidate who filled out the middle section of the response with

irrelevant information, leaving one developed reason starting at the beginning and concluding at

the end.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

One developed reason.

He can treat everyone fairly on the day of judgement (1),

developed by, he must be fair when deciding whether people go

to paradise or hell (1).

Focus on immediate development of your simple reason.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate who provided two developed reasons.

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

People who do bad things do not go unpunished (1), developed

by, Muslims believe there will be a day where good Muslims

receive a reward and bad Muslims will be punished (1).

Muslims will be judged fairly in the afterlife (1), developed by,

Allah will judge by looking at all the things they do in their life,

both good and bad (1).
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Question 1 (c) 

Question 1c. Explain two reasons why the Six Beliefs of Islam are important to Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question is based on specification bullet point 1.1.

This was included as an example of a candidate who struggled to offer reasons why the Six Beliefs

may be important to Muslims and attempted to add an irrelevant quotation as a source of

authority.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

1. They show the belief in Allah (1).

The rest of the response could not be credited. As a result of belief

in the Six Beliefs a Muslim may become more loving but that is a

side effect rather than a reason why they are, of themselves,

important to Muslims. This rendered the attempted use of a

Christian source of authority irrelevant.

Don't waste time on irrelevant material.
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This response was included as an example of a situation where an attempted development does

not add benefit.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

They guide Muslims to be good Muslims (1), developed by, this

will help them go to paradise at judgement day (1).

The six beliefs also help Muslims follow in the steps of

Muhammad the last prophet (1).

In order for a development to be credited it must both develop the

initial reason and answer the questions. In this case the additional

material developed the idea of Muhammad as a significant person

but was not linked to why that makes the Six Beliefs important.
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Development must develop your reason and be answering the

question.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks for this question.

There are two clearly developed reasons, the first of which is linked to an appropriate and accurate

source of authority.
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The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Two developed reasons and reference to a source of authority.

It is compulsory to believe in the six beliefs (1). The Qur'an says

'Affirm your belief in Allah, his angels....' (Source of authority, in

this case a paraphrase of part of Surah 4:136) (1). This is then

developed by: As it is commanded you must believe in it to be

rewarded in the afterlife (1).

The six beliefs are the foundation of Islam (1), developed by, if

they did not believe in the six beliefs they would not believe in

God (1).

In this case the source of authority is firmly embedded in the

middle of a developed reason, however it is perfectly acceptable

for it to occur first or last in the response, but it must be clearly

linked to a developed reason.

Use your quotation as part of your argument.
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Question 1 (d) 

It was encouraging this year to see that many more candidates were beginning to make

judgements of the quality of the evidence discussed (AO2). This led to many more candidates

having the potential to access Level 3 and Level 4 marks. Sometimes, sadly, it came at the expense

of the need to consider the range of elements relevant to the question.

1d. "If the future is already decided there is no point in trying to be a good Muslim."

Candidates were required to evaluate the statement considering Muslim teachings in order to

reach a justified conclusion.

This question was based on specification bullet point 1.7, the nature and importance of pre-

destination for Muslims.

All the examples used in this section were awarded the maximum mark of 3 for SPaG. An isolated

error in spelling or grammar did not reduce the overall SPaG awarded.

This response was included to illustrate what could reasonably be expected from a Level 1, 3 mark

response.

It also illustrates the futility of including non-religious perspectives unless they are specifically

required by the question.
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The response was awarded 3 marks, the upper mark in the Level 1

tier.

Please consider the descriptors for a Level 1 response:

There are isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

A limited range of elements are identified, namely the issue of

predestination and the problem of freewill.

This leads to a conclusion supported by a generic argument,

which is not fully justified.

Aim to develop your arguments, perhaps with relevant quotes.
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This response was included to illustrate what could reasonably be expected from a Level 2

response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

There is some understanding of religion and belief.

There are superficial connections between the simple ideas

considered, for example the link between predestination and

freewill.

There are simple judgements of the elements in the response,

primarily in the conclusion.

The conclusion is not fully justified.
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Focus on judgement and appraisal to access Level 3.
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This response was included as an example of a basic Level 3 response.

20     GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1C



GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1C     21



The candidate was awarded Level 3, 7 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates thorough understanding of religion

and belief.

There is limited evidence of the deconstruction of the argument

which is presented as isolated elements.

There is basic judgement and appraisal of most of the elements

considered.

There was no conclusion, justified or otherwise.

Therefore in some elements this can be seen as a level two

response, in others there is evidence of level 3 quality. The best fit

for this mark was at the lower end of Level 3.

Do not neglect a conclusion; it is a required element of the

question.
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Question 2 (a) 

Section 2: Marriage and the Family

It is unusual to be asked to give reasons in a question. However an alternative form of asking this

question would have made the wording unnecessarily complicated.

Question 2a. Outline three reasons why marriage is important to Muslims.

This refers to specification bullet point 2.1.

This response was included as an example of a candidate who reinterpreted the question to read

'Three facts about marriage.'

The candidate was awarded 0 Marks.

There were no reasons that explained why marriage is important.

Read the question carefully.
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This was included as an example of a candidate who gave two Muslim reasons why marriage is

important and a further reason which was not credited.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Two valid reasons.

It completes half your deen.

It is a Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad.

The third reason the candidate suggested was not accepted. It is

true that marriage allows you to procreate and have children. It is

also true that the bringing of families together and uniting the

ummah is considered important however the creation of a nuclear

family is not an important concept for Muslims.

Don't make things more complicated than they need to be.

24     GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1C



This is included as an example of a candidate who was awarded full marks as they outlined three

simple reasons that show why marriage is important.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Marriage is important for procreation.

Marriage provides companionship.

Marriage fulfils sexual needs.

Whilst it could be argued that marriage is not an absolute

requirement for procreation it would be regarded as such for most

Muslims so it was credited.

These responses can be brief, don't waste time developing them.
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Question 2 (b) 

Question 2b. Explain two reasons why sexual relationships are important.

This question is derived from specification bullet point 2.2.

This response is included as an example of a very basic response. Having linked the sexual

relationship to creating a family they then struggled to suggest why else sexual relationships might

be significant.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple reason.

Without sex there would be no families created.

The fact that Muslims could just be sexually active doesn't make

sexual relationships important.

Consider the development before you write the reason.
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This candidate successfully develops the simple reason suggested by the previous candidate and

adds a further straightforward reason.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

If a husband and wife have sex they will have a baby (1),

developed by, and that will make the ummah bigger (1).

Because sex is a gift from God.

Aim to give two developed reasons.
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This is included as an example of a response which was clearly written with two distinct ideas

included.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

It leads to having children (1), developed by, this is what Allah

intends to happen (1).

It brings people closer together (1), developed by, so they are

less likely to want a divorce (1).
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High scoring b responses can be basic in content.
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Question 2 (c) 

Question 2c. Explain two reasons why Muslims have different views about the use of contraception.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates were able to suggest two valid perspectives on the use of contraceptives, often

supported by a relevant quotation, usually from the Hadith.

A minority of candidates simply utilised their arguments about abortion, without modification, and

often these were irrelevant.

The most commonly seen error was in those instances when candidates claimed Muhammad used

contraceptives himself, rather than that he simply acknowledged that they were used.

Whilst he did not condemn the practise of coitus interruptus he did not condone it.

The work of this candidate is typical of those who spent valuable time defining the terms used in

the question, rather than using the time to respond to the question. As in this example this rarely

provided credit for the candidate.
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Two simple reasons.

Some believe they shouldn't use it because they are stopping a

new life being born (1).

Some may believe it is right to use contraceptives because they

may not be ready to be parents (1).

Neither reason was developed, though the attempted use of the

source of authority could have been used to develop either point

had it been linked to the reason rather than simply stated as a

fact.

eg Some believe they shouldn't use it because they are stopping a

new life being born (1). Developed by, the Qur'an says the family

gets lots of blessings when a baby is born (1).

Whilst I can find no evidence that this is a direct quote from the

Qur'an it is the belief of many Muslims. It could therefore be

credited as a development, though not as a source of authority, if

it were clearly linked to a reason.

Attach your source of authority firmly to a developed reason.
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This candidate came very close to achieving full marks. The source of authority was used correctly

and linked to a developed reason.

The response was awarded 4 marks.

One developed reason with a source of authority and one simple

reason.

The Prophet was asked about coitus interruptus (1), he said 'It is

better for you not to use it (source of authority) (1). Developed

by, as contraception prevents a life being produced (1).

The Qur'an does not directly indicate if it is allowed or not (1).
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This response is included as a very clear example of how one, rather ambiguous, source of

authority can be used to answer the question posed. Since the question concerns why Muslims

may have different opinions on the use of contraceptives this type of response was particularly

effective.
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The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

One developed reason with an accurate, relevant source of

authority and a second developed reason.

Many Muslims look up to Muhammad as a role model on how to

live their lives (1). Muhammad said 'You really do that? It is

better for you not to' (Source of authority, Hadith) (1), developed

by, when someone asked him about coitus interruptus, meaning

it is better not to (1).

Others interpret this differently as he didn't explicitly say not to

do it (1), developed by, so they may believe that it is Ok to

perform coitus interruptus under certain conditions (1) (for

example if it is dangerous for a woman's health to fall pregnant

again).

Consider the command words in the question.
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Question 2 (d) 

Question 2d. 'Women should be treated the same way as men in a Muslim family.'

This should be evaluated with reference to Muslim teachings to reach a justified conclusion.

This is based on specification bullet point 2.7.

Many of the answers strayed beyond the scope of the home, often the arguments employed could

still have added value had they been applied back to the question stem. There was evidence of

both historic and contemporary Islamic perspectives and some very constructive use of relevant

sources of authority both from the Qur'an and Hadith. Some candidates who did attempt to

appraise their arguments did so at the expense of the content and others relied on the

strong/weak argument, not always successfully. To fail to supply an ayah from the Qur'an to

support an argument, and identify that as a weakness, may speak more to the depth of the

candidate's knowledge of the Qur'an than to an inherent weakness in the argument. There was a

pleasing increase in the range of candidate's who were prepared to consider alternative

perspectives from the breadth of Islamic thought, even if they ultimately found them unconvincing.

This response is included as an example of a very basic Level 1 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

Please consider the mark descriptors for Level 1.

The candidate shows isolated elements of understanding of

belief and practice, linked to the family.

The opposing views create a superficial link between the

perspectives which is not further explored.

There is no attempt to reach a conclusion.

The mark does, in this case, reflect the time taken to construct the

response. For this candidate an exploration of further Islamic

ideas about the role of women in the family and whether they

should indeed be treated equally, followed by a conclusion would

have improved the outcome.

Always aim to give a conclusion in response to the statement.
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The work of this candidate is included as an example of a basic Level 2 response. This work exhibits

significantly more knowledge and a variety of ideas in comparison to the preceding example

though it still lacks any real depth of analysis and the conclusion does not really come to a

conclusion.
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This candidate was awarded Level 2:4 marks.

Please consider the level descriptors for Level 2.

There is evidence of limited, but largely accurate, understanding

of belief (Level 2).

The issues and relevant supporting arguments are identified

(Level 1).

There was little evidence of judgement and a conclusion that

was not justified (Level 1).

The candidate's work therefore exhibits much that can be

classified as Level 1 performance but with elements of Level 2

which enable it to be credited at Level 2. To improve further the

candidate would benefit from some attempt to comment on the

value of the respective arguments. The candidate worked quite

hard to work in a quote which he struggled to make relevant and

did not add to a consideration of whether men and women should

receive the same treatment in the family, since presumably a man

would also be treated differently if he committed adultery.
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The source of authority should fit seamlessly into the argument.
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The work of this candidate is included as a concise example of a Level 3 response.

The candidate outlines two very clear perspectives, supported with teaching from the Qur'an and

reaches a conclusion which is only partly justified by the evidence presented.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3:8 marks.

Please consider the Level 3 criteria.

There is accurate understanding of religious belief and practice.

There are simple chains of reasoning that consider different

viewpoints within the religion.

There are basic judgements of most elements of the question

with some fairly superficial appraisal.

The conclusion is weakened by an argument that is based in the

wider Islamic society rather than the family.

More evidence from the agree perspective would inform the

conclusion.
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Question 3 (a) 

Section 3: Living the Muslim Life.

Question 3a. Outline three ways Muslims use the Shahadah.

This is from Specification bullet point 3.2. Since it involves the Five Pillars, which is often the first

thing non-Muslim children learn about Islam, it was well answered by the vast majority of

candidates, especially given the range of options available to choose from.

Sadly not everyone was familiar with the Shahadah as a fundamental Islamic teaching.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

There was nothing that could be imagined to be a use for the

Shahadah.

If you don't know use the time wisely elsewhere.
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The work of this candidate was included to show the importance of remaining focussed on what is

required, in this case 'ways' it is used.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

To become a Muslim.

In prayer.

Whilst it is true that the Shahadah, in its slightly different forms, is

important to both Sunni and Shi'a Muslims this is a fact rather

than a way in which it is used. This was therefore not credited.

Check what is required, ways, beliefs and reasons are very

different things.
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The response of this candidate was included to illustrate the most common form of response to

this question.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Whispered into a newborn's ear.

Whispered into a dying person's ear.

To become a Muslim.

Some candidates included the start and end of life as one way and

then struggled to think of a third.

Simple responses are all that is required for a question.
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Question 3 (b) 

Question 3b. Explain two reasons why the Ten Obligatory Acts are important to Shi'a Muslims.

Specification bullet point 3.1.

Whilst the degree of understanding of the Ten Obligatory Acts has improved in the last year there

remains some confusion between actions and beliefs, and between the Five Pillars and the Ten

Obligatory Acts.

Some students were able to list the Ten Obligatory Acts but then failed to make any suggestions as

to why they might be important to Muslims.

Students could either choose to answer on the value of the Ten Obligatory Acts as a whole, the

value of one or two of the Acts considered on their own, or a mixture of the two.

This response is included to illustrate those who had little grasp of the Ten Obligatory Acts, though

they tried.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate begins the response with a fundamental error. Acts,

as the name suggests, are things a person does, rather than things

they choose to believe.

Actions and beliefs are very different things.
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This response is included as the work of a candidate who used his knowledge well to gain three

marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

It makes them feel closer to Allah (1), developed by, through

their worship (1).

It gives them guidance from Allah (1).

The first bullet point was accepted since Salat is the first of the Ten

Obligatory Acts. The second bullet point could easily have been

developed with reference to another of the Ten Obligatory Acts,

for example, Zakat or Khums.
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Examples often make good development.

This response is included to illustrate the effectiveness of a well-chosen example as development

for a simple reason.
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The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

It gives them a foundation for what is needed to get into

paradise (1). Developed by: For example Salah must be done

every day as it proves to Allah your love and worship for him (1).

It teaches Muslims that they should avoid evil people (1),

developed by, doing this means you are less likely to commit sin

(1).

The latter 'example' is not actually an example but it is,

nevertheless, a valid development.

A development must add meaning and value to a reason.
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Question 3 (c) 

Question 3c. Explain two reasons why lesser Jihad may be declared.

This is from specification bullet point 3.7, which specifies the conditions necessary for declaration

of lesser Jihad. It was therefore rather surprising to find a number of candidates who seemed

reluctant to accept that lesser Jihad includes physically defending Islam against attack, which is

made clear in the source of authority for this section (Surah 2:190-194) and then struggled to

explain what conditions would require such things as paying Zakah or working in the community.

There were also a small minority who confused greater Jihad with lesser Jihad and ran into the

same issues.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate a basic response with two clear reasons, one

of which was simply developed.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

You can defend Islam (1), developed by, and bring peace to a

place (1).

You can fight for a just cause (1).
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This is included as an illustration of the use of one of the more commonly employed sources of

authority.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

One developed reason with a source of authority, and one simple

reason.

They are told to do this in the Qur'an (1). The Qur'an says 'Fight

in the way of Allah' (Source of authority) (1), developed by, in the

greater world when needed (1).

When the faith of Islam is threatened (1).

The second point could have been convincingly developed had the

candidate mentioned a form of oppression, such as Muslims not

being able to pray.

Use your knowledge of the world today.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks for this

question. In this example the source of authority is the end of the point being made and is

preceded by an explanatory developed reason.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

One developed reason with a source of authority and one

developed reason.

Because of a large external force against Islam (1). Developed

by: Muslims believe they are commanded to protect the Islamic

community from outside threats and to do so in his name (1).

'Strive in the way of Allah' (Source of authority) (1).

To protect innocents from persecution (1). Developed by: For

example persecution against Muslims by another religious

group, otherwise innocent children and women may be hurt or

killed (1).
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Make sure your source of authority directly links to a developed

reason.
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Question 3 (d) 

Question 3d: 'The Jummah prayer is the most important prayer for Muslims.'

This question required candidates to evaluate the statement using Muslim teachings in order to

reach a justified conclusion.

This is from specification bullet point 3.3.

Some candidates struggled to address this as they had a very insecure understanding of what

Jummah prayer is. Others, on the other hand tended to compare the importance of communal

prayer to that of prayer at home. They often had a sound understanding of the importance of

Friday in general in Islam, and particularly of Friday prayers in the community, and used it to good

effect in their responses.

This was included as an example of the work of a candidate who, although they had a basic

understanding of what Jummah prayer is, could not use this to answer the question effectively or

provide an alternative view.

It was, however, worth the effort for this candidate, who, having scored a mark for the content,

could then be awarded SPaG marks. This is very important for less able candidates in both section

1 and section 3.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 1 mark. SPaG 3.

Please consider the marking criteria for level 1.

There are isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

However the facts provided were very limited and both loosely

linked to why Jummah prayer is important. There was no

alternative perspective, nor was there any attempt at a conclusion.
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In sections 1 and 3 at least a mark in d questions may be worth

three SPaG bonus marks.
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This response is included as a borderline Level 1: 3 marks/ Level 2: 4 marks.

It also illustrates the fact that candidates continue to suggest non-religious views even when these

are not required.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

Please consider the Level descriptors for Level 1 and Level 2.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief (Level 2)

Issues are identified and there are superficial connection

between the ideas (Level 1)

There is little in the way of judgement of the value of the

arguments offered leading to a barely justified conclusion (Level

1).

In this case the best fit for this response is a low Level 2.
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Concentrate on adding a range of elements for consideration on

each side.
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This response is included to demonstrate the progression from the base of Level 2 to the top of

Level 2.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria.

The level of understanding of religion and belief has improved.

There is evidence that material is deconstructed and compared.

There is limited evidence of judgement and appraisal and a very

weak conclusion.

In order for a candidate of this standard to access Level 3 there

needs to be more evidence that the quality of the arguments is

being judged, with a coherent appraisal of evidence. This would

lead, in turn, to a conclusion which was substantially more

justified.

Think: Why are some arguments better than others?
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Question 4 (a) 

Section 4: Matters of Life and Death.

Question 4a: Outline three ways Muslims may respond to scientific explanations of the origins of

human life.

This is based on specification bullet point 4.3, rather than 4.1, and answers were required to reflect

this.

The long question format tended to produce long responses particularly from those candidates

who adopted the 'One Muslim response to scientific explanations of the origin of human life'

method, sometimes, rather needlessly, repeated three times.

This response was included to illustrate the candidate who takes a long time to make one point.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

They believe the Qur'anic explanations.

This was then nicely developed but development cannot be

credited in outline questions.

Don't waste time on development in responses, short and to the

point is fine.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who lost a mark as a result of an

ambivalent statement, since it was not clear what it might mean the mark was not credited.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Muslims do not believe in evolution.

Allah created them (humans from the context).

The third response was too unspecific to be credited as a response

to a scientific explanation.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who focussed clearly on ways a

Muslim might respond.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

They would disagree as they believe all life originated from

Adam.

Some may accept it as it fills in the gaps and can increase their

understanding of Allah.

Some may incorporate both religious and scientific explanations

as science has more evidence.

The command word is key.
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Question 4 (b) 

Question 4b. Explain two Muslim beliefs that show why human life is sacred.

This is based on specification bullet point 4.2.

Most candidates realised that this linked to the Sanctity of Life, though some believed that meant

life was simply special or valuable, rather than sacred. Others suggested that the Sanctity of Life

was important because life is sacred. Both types of responses suggest a misunderstanding of what

it means for life to be 'sacred'.

This response was included as an example of a very basic response to this question.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Life is sacred because Allah made it (1).

The attempted development was not credited since the idea that

Allah is sacred was not used to explain why that makes human life

sacred. The second reason was simply wrong, Muslims do not

believe a person has one life, and, even if they did, that fact alone

would not make the single life sacred.
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Learn accurate definitions of keywords.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who having understood the meaning of the

sanctity of life struggled to find a second belief to illustrate it, especially since the question is

focussed on human life.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

One developed reason.

Because of the sanctity of life (1). Developed by: Only Allah

should be able to take life as he is the one who gave it (1).

The second reason was not credited as the fact that humans were

given a role by Allah does not explain why human life is sacred.
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Make sure you can explain key concepts.

This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate achieving full marks for this question.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

Muslims show that life is sacred by not allowing abortion (1),

developed by, the new baby is still a human life (1).

They do not allow euthanasia (1), as Muslims should not kill

themselves as they believe in the sanctity of life (1).
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Focus on two straightforward developed reasons.
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Question 4 (c) 

Question 4c. Explain two reasons why Muslims believe in the existence of the afterlife.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question offered the candidates a plethora of opportunities for valid responses. The most

commonly cited reasons were that 'it says so in the Qur'an' and 'it is one of the Six Beliefs/Five

Roots', both of which provided ample opportunity for development and appropriate quotations.

Less commonly candidates focussed on the idea that belief in an afterlife gave meaning and

purpose to this life, as a test or as an opportunity to do good and earn a place in Paradise.

This response was included as an example of mid-range performance.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

The afterlife makes people less scared to die (1), and gives some

Muslims the hope to see their families again (1).

It gets Muslims to believe in being a good Muslim to go to

heaven (1).
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Quotes would have added value to this response.

This candidate used two of the more commonly seen responses to this question but did not include

a source of authority.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1C     73



The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

Allah hasn't made them live this life without a purpose (1), and

thus believe it is only logical for there to be an afterlife (1).

Akhirah is one of the six beliefs of Sunni Islam (1), which makes

belief in the afterlife part of the fundamentals of Islam (1).

This is one example, of many, demonstrating successful use of a basic quote from the Qur'an about

the afterlife, to gain the source of authority additional mark.
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The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Two developed reasons and a source of authority.

There must be a reward for their devotion to Allah (1), as life

would be meaningless otherwise (1). The reward is Jahannah

which is described as 'a garden graced with streams' (Source of

authority, Surah 5:119) (1).

They believe sinners must be punished for their wrong deeds

(1), so they can repent and devote themselves to Allah (1).

Learn the basics, think about the rest.
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Question 4 (d) 

Question 4d. 'For a Muslim allowing an abortion may be the most compassionate response'.

In your answer you should refer to, as usual, Muslim teachings to reach a justified conclusion. This

question also requires the candidate to refer to relevant philosophical arguments in order to access

Levels 3 and 4.

When faced with this question some candidates appeared to read no further than 'abortion' and

then failed to address the question of compassion. Others were so involved in the Muslim views for

and against abortion they neglected to include a philosophical argument, though both Situation

Ethics and utilitarianism lend themselves readily to this topic. The idea of 'the lesser of two evils'

was most commonly used, and most frequently the examples included risk to the mother's health

and rape.

This response is included as representative of a Level 1 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1:3 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria for level 1.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief. (Level 2)

Issues have been identified and superficial connections made.

(Level 1)

There is no attempt at judgement or a conclusion.

The best fit mark for this candidate is therefore the top of Level 1

as there are a variety of relevant ideas.

A conclusion, however brief, would help.
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This response was included as an example of Level 2 performance.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2:5 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief with some

errors, the response is well founded in the idea of compassion

and includes ethical perspectives

There are connections between some of the elements in the

question

There is limited evidence of judgement and appraisal

The conclusion is weak and supported only by a generic

argument to give a conclusion that has not been justified (Level

1).

Again the work of this candidate is let down by a lack of appraisal

and a conclusion that does not evaluate the evidence and gives a

personal opinion.

Focus on a developed conclusion with some appraisal of the

evidence.
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This was included as an example of Level 3 performance.

Please consider the marking criteria for Level 2 and Level 3.
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There is more accurate understanding of religion and belief,

supported by relevant Qur'anic quotes.

There are clearly different viewpoints and some evidence of

links between the elements in the question.

There is little evidence of judgement, other than the superficial,

and little appraisal leading to a conclusion which is again a

personal opinion rather than the logical consequence of the

evaluation.

Practice judging the quality of an argument.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

In a) questions not give too much information. There is no requirement for developed responses.

In c) questions avoid using 'The Qur'an supports this in Surah 4', for example. It is advisable to tell

the examiner what the Qur'an says on the issue.

In d) questions pay attention to the purpose of the conclusion, a question requirement. The

conclusion of an evaluation should not be a statement of a personal opinion but should be firmly

rooted in the evaluation.

In d) questions consider the range of possible elements . It is difficult to access higher level marks

based on one basic idea.

Read carefully and take care that they understand what the question is asking for, reasons are

different from beliefs or ways.

Be discouraged from continuing their answers on the blank pages at the end of the script, ask for

extra paper.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0 1C     87

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



