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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 1: Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics
Option 1B - Christianity

This is the second year of this specification and numbers have increased since the first year this
paper was available (in 2018).

The paper includes four questions, each question covers a section of the specification. Candidates
are expected to answer all four questions which are subdivided into 4 sub-questions. There is no
element of choice on the paper.

The details of the assessment content is provided in the specification.

Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published resources when
planning and teaching the course content.

The examination is set from the specification, and the technical terms in the specification are used
in the paper.

This paper allows an in depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom,
and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically within families and with regard to matters of life
and death. This unit has the largest entry on the specification and engages the interest of young
people, as it addresses many Christian beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting
young people today.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.2 - The creation of the universe

The question asked was Outline three Christian beliefs about the Creation.

The candidates needed to provide any three beliefs a Christian might hold about the Creation; they

did not need to be biblical, although, naturally, biblical beliefs were acceptable and a frequent
answer.

1 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about the Creation.

wrhath Vegpeqcl i the bHe Vibcally did bagpen the

w&tﬁ’w@&zswbpﬂ ...............................................................................................................................................................
the. NN (se.. agLfeanE’&mb?_H}mMclwg ......................................

‘(ﬂo)k(%fﬁ’)\m*\\—!.'?mﬁaj

Examiner Comments

The candidate provides three correct beliefs. The
answers are given in as 3 sentences therefore can
gain the maximum of 3 marks.

- literally did happen the way it was described

- created in 6 24hour days

- God rested on the 7th day

It does not matter that the candidate has inserted

a dot to indicate a bullet point at the beginning of
each sentence.
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‘ ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Teachers should refer to the specification for likely
questions.

Candidates should make sure they have three
distinct sentences.

The question asked was: Outline three Christian beliefs about the Creation.
It assesses Assessment Objective One and has 3 marks.

1 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about the Creation.
{3)

....... ¢ e, Big bong , some. (NnGans elueve.
LANEe SNy

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 1 mark.

They only outlined one correct belief about the
Creation - the creation of the Big Bang

If they had linked the Trinity to creation this may
have gained marks.

‘ ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Candidates should make sure they clearly answer
the question set.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs
Bullet point 1.6 - Christian Eschatology
The question asked was: Explain two beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (b) items. Therefore, in this question two beliefs are
required, and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples. The development must link both to the reason given and to the question asked.

(b) Explain two beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.
(4)

Qﬂ-‘a‘m\&kﬁ“nm‘cmrewﬁuﬁu«j@tﬁw&%wm'rT\\&.
Nmm%‘r\u\\:ﬁkﬂ&w}}m;w\\RW\'ML\L*'\:%F“*\
“\‘\E&guﬂf»!ﬂu&«wsm\\mwrw%&m&%G“&ﬁ“‘hh

ﬁm‘rntm&w\&‘r\\uma&m%\ww%ﬁ“‘f\&\\%\‘”\t@
A'\ﬁk&f\ﬁf\‘i‘t\‘b“\&‘fbomti@wyﬁwﬂ\hkﬂ“\‘b

et b s\ vanced b o podRema of e sy Bigere

o mk,g:.i..ms ________ NN i

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Beliefs given had to be shown in the Bible. The
candidates did not have to identify where they
were found in the Bible although many were able
to do so.

This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

Beliefs are identified correctly - Day of Judgement
and Purgatory - and development was evident; it
used extra information which linked to both the
question and the belief identified.
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure they do not use the
same information twice, they will only be rewarded
once for a specific piece of information.

b) items are point marked - Two developed beliefs are required.

(b) Explain two beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.
(4)

O\Jbou\f\\r.z ________ s/ T VT WL .
C;;{)ﬂ\. ............ 1.-’\ .............................

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate is awarded 1 mark. They correctly
identify one belief - they will meet God in heaven.

4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates must ensure they follow the
requirements of the question which asks for 2
beliefs - this candidate only provided one.
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Question 1 (c)
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs
Bullet point 1.6 - Christian Eschatology

The question asked was: Explain two ways Christian beliefs about the Trinity which are shown in
the Nicene Creed.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the
question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'’; this must support

the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

(c) Explain two ways Christian beliefs about the Trinity are shown in the
Nicene Creed.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

Tre (\icerR Creed s 40 Jesus as. HeonGd.....
e AN o GO0k " Here Hnis CRSCrIes e (thL ...
..... Jesus. Aoys. Gnvae. Hoy t,rtmfa,.......,.....h.ets ﬁm&ﬂng’l
GQC‘ ................ Uesusss.en.as. Coolin., @ |rU1m6 fa.ng;rabt

...... E‘mm
_‘l’mrm,x:)spxrw 1 CUSO. MeNHdNe s IN g ApCLAL ...
..... Creedh . Siygong. L bekiene. it Holy Spicir, +n.o.brod

8 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B



< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two accurate beliefs; they are
both developed and an accurate source of wisdom
is used. Although these are in a reverse order they
link to each other.

Source - the only begotten son of God (1)

Belief One - God in a living tangible form (1)
Development One - describing the role He plays in
the Trinity (1)

Belief Two - The Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of
Life (1) (although it is a source it is used as a belief

here)

Development Two - presence of God on Earth
today (1)

This is a total of 5 marks

What constitutes a source of wisdom:

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote
or quote it word for word.

* If examiners are unsure they will use a search
engine.

e |f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and
then states another verse from John - then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate
to ‘verses' but it must be the correct book.

* If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then
puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is
ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or
vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks. The candidate gives two accurate teachings; they are both
developed and there is an accurate source of wisdom.

The response should be linked to the Nicene Creed, not be general about the Trinity.

(c) Explain two ways Christian beliefs about the Trinity are shown in the
Nicene Creed.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

...chnsnuns bﬁuElfe that. e trincty. . is.. God..intheee. ...
Purmsﬁodme&menmemnmwwy
LRt ln.the. NICen€. creed, God the. fatner (S
desceoed. as. AlMignty.! wailh. SUggests s .

OMNIROIENCE...And v g ED..and. ALSQ.The...
Crecitor oF heauen.and. Barﬂo aliatCia. SnewsS.. S

........ SR EOLOEL Yt et e e

.....mrmermom N tne.NICene. creed. Lt exploes the.
.....b.Q,u&.&.......Q..f..k...ﬁ!...J&S..L(LS.M..Ch.[.l.S,.t.......,.C&o.d........mf.......Sam.),...,....ﬂe.[,[B................................,,,.....

o Yo

SEntdownm“SauehwmaﬁxtyJ?ro(hSmsamWho

(ome aguin o ‘judge the wwing and the deod.’

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Belief One - Trinity is God in three forms (1)
Development One - God the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit (1)

Source - ‘Creator of heaven and earth’ (1) Belief
Two - Jesus Christ - God the Son (1) Development
Two - being sent home to save humanity (1)

5 marks

10 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B




ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should not attempt to 'shoehorn'in
random quotes as sources of wisdom; they must

use them appropriately.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RB0O 1B
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance
and influence. AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /
appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons
for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas and writing frames
restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 - Divergent solutions offered to the problem of evil/suffering
The question asked:

‘There are no successful solutions to the problem of evil and suffering’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give a
non-religious response.

d) items are LEVEL marked, they are NOT point marked. The d) items are marked by reading the

whole answer, then deciding the level by using the level descriptors. After a level is decided by best
fit then the mark within the level is decided.
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*(d) “There are no successful solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christlan teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion,

E%LMMM%'QM i o,
m-kt’,t-pmm WWMMM‘&.WM

o Aben aw wrres od on We wedd T AL Ao T dorsishians... soedd. R
W#WM,MMM otk anidda 0s Bro iddea f
Bemiicol actmliens. - om0t Ve ui..uHanM..r;.T.L..-
....... nalonad o) - T hese. ‘#Wm%k W'UA indead. ), ...

phos. n..\mufa. bt m% Freom whid e e odliess. ...

Afpodagg.. w LTiondday 3:16): T a0 a‘uﬂ- a.#m? .-anr.m.l
Aines, \BA . ehernal ard we. cne. moral 1 v cam. oanen Sy wderlound..
el ard Gedis vhon: Moreenen, thoe odln. of Tob s o toskmment .. L
%unﬂ#“'m]&ﬁmm%ﬂ
Hm.%mamhwm e \ebhical. \‘bam: LU S
....... Ahalermed ot .B.. M.\._......?... ..,.l...dnm«
Yot Uin dolom = asmdn a4 gw{m of od; m:.\m,
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate gains 13 marks in total.

The candidate has reached level 4 and was
awarded 10 marks and 3 marks for SPaG.

The candidate gained level 4 because: The
candidate is able to critically deconstruct religious
information. They used coherent and logical chains
of reasoning that considered different viewpoints.
They made use of sustained, accurate and
thorough understanding of religion and belief.
There were connections made among the full
range of elements in the question. They then made
some judgements fully supported by appraisal of
evidence. The candidate could have provided a
comprehensive appraisal of all the evidence
provided.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example,
because

* The candidate spells and punctuates with
consistent accuracy.

* The candidate uses rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

* The candidate uses a wide range of specialist
terms as appropriate.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B
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This item assessed the candidates' ability to evaluate statements about whether the problem of evil
and suffering can be solved. It was not about how evil can be overcome.

In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.

*(d);“There are no successful solutions to the problem of evil and suffering:"
Evaluate this statement consldering arguments for and against. e ﬁ,’an Sﬁ-'

In your response you should: Louns @_

« refer to Christian teachings
« reach ajustified conclusion. wioral + natuwral GU'\l

(15)

~Forntne most port.. ldlﬁm%“m Wik
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gains 6 marks in total - level 1 - 3
marks plus 3 marks for spag. The candidate gained
level 1 because: the candidate provides accurate
isolated pieces of information about natural evil
and free will and original sin. The candidate is
awarded 3 marks because it was at the top of the
mark range for level 1. The candidate provides
some credit worthy material but does not really
address the question.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should know the wording of the
specification.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.5- Christian teaching about family planning and regulation of births.
The question asked was:

Outline three Christian teachings about artificial methods of contraception.

The candidates needed to provide any Christian teaching about artificial contraception whether in
favour or against. No marks were awarded for descriptions of the types of contraception.

This question was very wide, any possible Christian teachings about artificial methods of
contraception, including teachings about why it might be allowed / not allowed were accepted.

Question 2: Marriage and the Family

2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about artificial methods of contraception,

SrRunmon. N ae o Pope Paul NN _.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 3 marks. Award one
mark for each point identified: Human vitae (sic)
states it is wrong (1) Sex is intended for
procreation therefore it is wrong (1) Encourage
being sexually immoral and is therefore wrong (1)

The last part of the last 2 outlines are required so
that the answer is about artificial contraception
rather than sex.
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ResultsP
Examiner Tip

It helps candidates remember to do 3 outlines if
they record each teaching separately.

This candidate clearly had some understanding but only wrote one teaching.

5

2 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about artificial methods of contraception.

ChistianS kel That RA

.C Dﬂ’thLe,ﬁt.l_O_m ........................................... Mot alour

used  fo mae '0“49‘7.6 2

od

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is awarded 1 mark. Sex is used to
make babys (sic) so contraception not allowed.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

An outline must be more than one word or item of
knowledge.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family
Bullet point 2.1 - The importance and purpose of marriage for Christians
The question asked was:

Explain two reasons marriage is important in Christian life.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

In this question we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from bullet 2.1 in the specification
about marriage. Teachers should use the wording and specialist terminology in the specification to
assist candidates' understanding of questions.

(b) Explain two reasons marriage is important in Christian life.

Leemountol s 0. Q. cm.mdg WQQQ‘Q, . —&\b&m
AOQE. D wh:u mwcmww aLoiple. hhoue...
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N,
<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

b) items are point marked The candidate is
awarded 4 marks. The candidate gives two
developed reasons: Reason One - the only way
they can have sex (1) Development One - allows a
couple to have sex without sinning (1) Reason Two
- way of allowing procreation to occur (1)
Development Two - increasing Christian
population (1)

It is important to stress the answers to this
qguestion had to focus on the purpose of marriage
rather than on the purpose of the family.

- ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for
reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.

It helps candiates to write answers which divide
into 2 paragraphs, each containing a reason and a
development.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.
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(b) Explain two reasons marriage is important in Christian life.
(4)

£LcSeN \_3, CAASELONS. D-aL_k..fLu—Q ............................................
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DECCLULSE Ene sy De L eve ..
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Se.conCuly (e MC\('K\C&$
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them:nDCjﬁtV\Qr-PQr cyxe..

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons:

Reason One - You shouldn’t have sex outside of
marriage (1)

Reason Two - God to bring them together for the
rest of their lives (1)

It is important to remember that in the question

we are assessing the candidate’s knowledge from
bullet 2.1 in the specification about marriage.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Examples can be used as development as long as
they link to the question and the reason given.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family
Bullet point 2.3 - Purpose and importance of the family

The question asked was

Explain two Christian beliefs about the purpose of the family.

Candidates needed to answer giving beliefs; specifically about the purpose of the family not
marriage (the making of families).

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of wisdom in
their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in the answer so they
can then be awarded 5 marks.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gives two beliefs these are developed and uses an accurate source of wisdom.

Crossed out material is not marked if it is replaced with another answer.
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(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about the purpose of the family.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
_____ Phsied ¥ belbevR. 1R curpose o4~
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

Belief One - Bring children up in the Christian way
(1) Development One - Children obey your mother
and father (1) (a quote can be development)

Then there is repetition

Belief Two - Provide emotional support (1) Source
- parents do not exasperate your children (1)

Development Two - encourage and help their
children (1)

LB\

S

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Candidates must study the whole breadth and
depth of the specification in order to achieve
higher grades. It is best to check that materials
used to teach cover the specification.
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The candidate is awarded 1 mark. The candidate gives one belief and does not attempt to develop
it.

(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about the purpose of the family.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Belief One - to ensure safety (1) This is not
developed

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The source must be relevant and used as part of
the candidate's reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the d items. As explained in the specification this means:
Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restrict the flow of the arguments, restricting candidates' progression
to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family
Bullet point 2.4 - Support for the family in the local parish

The question asked:

The local church community needs to support families.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates are not required to give a non-religious response, the bullet 2.4 does
not require study of a non-religious view

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B
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(d) “The local church community needs to support families.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion,

Gdﬂﬂl% dé ﬁmwww ..... h/ﬁw ...... WHYRNaG.......
) e Gl g woe,. W«&m
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N

N,
<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

d) items are LEVEL marked, they are NOT point
marked. This question does not have SPaG marks.
There is accurate religious information among
many of the elements' reasons for and against,
using specialist information although this is not
sustained.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements
supported by some appraisal of the argument.

Not level 4 as there is not a comprehensive
appraisal of the arguments.

The phrase this is a strong argument because
followed by another reason - is not appraisal.

9 marks in the top of the mark range for level 3
awarded.

<A\ ResultsPlus

\_‘ Examiner Tip

There are many different ways to answer d) items
and gain marks; a template will not assure good
marks.

d) items should be read completely and then
assessed against the level descriptors to find a
best fit.
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The candidate gains 9 marks. The candidate is reached level 3 and was awarded 9 marks which is
the top of Level 3.

This example is included to compare to the other of the same item to show how different
responses can gain the same marks using the level descriptors.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B 31



(d) “The local church community needs to support families.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12) |
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There is accurate religious information among
many of the elements reasons for and against,
using specialist information although this is not
sustained.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements
supported by good appraisal of the argument - the
paragraphs include discussion of alternative points
of view.

Not level 4 as there is not a comprehensive
appraisal of the arguments - most appraisal is in
the conclusion.

9 marks in the top of the mark range for level 3
awarded.
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Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided /

* the strength of the answer

* the validity of the chains in the answer

* a consideration of what is written in order to
answer the questions (rather than which side
they agree with)

* a measurement of which side is more logical

* an assessment of which is the more compelling
argument

* an understanding of which argument is more
convincing or rational or cogent.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.1 - Christian worship

The question asked was:

Outline three examples of non-liturgical worship.

The candidates needed to provide examples of non-liturgical worship, not provide reasons for
its use.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Three examples were required.

Question 3: Living the Christian Life

3 (a) Outline three examples of non-liturgical worship.

(3}
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Award one mark for each example outlined -
Charismatic worship, which is the gospel, playing
music and dancing (1) - Silent prayer is when you
sit for extended periods of time (1) - Private prayer
is a retreat from the world (1)
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‘ ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates and teachers should be familiar with
the requirements of the specification, not reliant
on published teaching materials. Examinations are
set from the specification alone.

This candidate is awarded 1 mark.

They did not provide an outline as required in the question.

3 (a) Outline three examples of non-liturgical worship.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate answered using a list which is not
an outline and thus can only receive 1 mark
according to the mark scheme.

Singing
Dancing
Informal prayer (1)

If each of these were part of an outline the
candidate would have been awarded 3 marks.

‘ ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences is a good idea.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.3 - The nature and purpose of prayer

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why set prayers may be important for Christians

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples. The development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why set prayers may be Ii'nportant for Christians.

o o e ncoa leessal 1‘“\"-\*“» o Qa..;n.‘.
§ doqucl-LeJ\
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:
Reason One - communicating with God (1)
Development One - seek guidance (1) (extra
reasoning is development)

Reason Two - show their devotion to the faith (1)

Development Two - learnt them off by heart (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs like this
candidate is a good idea.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Unless the answer indicated they were referring to informal prayer it was assumed candidates
were referring to set prayer.

(b) Explain two reasons why set prayers may be important foi Christiaps - W
(4)
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N (7 ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:
Reason One - enable them to feel closer to God (1)
Development One - follow the Gospel /Bible as
Jesus did (1)

Reason Two - it unifies Christians (1)

Development Two - support one another (1)

N\
-

&34\ ResuitsPlus

\'\) Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good
form of development.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.5 - Christian religious celebrations

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why Christians celebrate Advent

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a
source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the
question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'’; this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

Please note the celebrations named in this bullet point include Christmas, Easter, Advent and Holy
Week and all should be studied.

c) items are point marked; c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for REASON, 2 for the
development of each REASONS, and one for an accurate source that relates to the REASON given.
The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Cokdne\cs— recenalddhi=n
Piapar akien

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. CNUSFTYON
(5)
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(c) Explain two reasons why Christians celebrate Advent.
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two REASONS: these are
developed AND there is an accurate source of
wisdom used appropriately. Reason One - Lead up
to Jesus birth (1) Development One - prophecies
predicted Jesus birth (1) Reason Two - Provides
time to think about God's omnipotence (1)
Development Two - as He becomes incarnate (1)
Source - the Word became flesh (1)

\_ Examiner Tip

What constitutes a source of wisdom

* The candidates do not have to reference a quote
or quote it word for word.

e |f the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and
then states another verse from John - then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidates
to ‘verses' but it must be the correct book.

* If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then
puts (John 1:18) the bracketed reference is
ignored.

* If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or
vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B 41



The candidate is awarded 2 marks

(c) Explain two reasons why Christians celebrate Advent.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

_OnItany cf\eorfOC AAVENE o) tPAITCECDIOT
 FNNQ (Q0Y 1@ 0T SE303 DITN - AOWNE
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two REASONS: these are not
developed nor is a valid source of wisdom
provided. Reason One - Getting ready for Jesus'
birth (1) Reason Two - Candles are lit to show Jesus
was a gift to the world (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased, however they must
be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2 : Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including
their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the arguments used /
appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons
for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument . Formulas and writing frames
restricted the flow of the arguments, restricting student’s progression to the higher levels.

d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the level
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.8 - The role and importance of the Church in the world wide community
The question asked:

The main priority of the Church is to work for reconciliation.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

The candidate gains 13 marks in total - the candidate has reached level 4 and was awarded 10
marks + then 3 marks for SPaG.

Although the question was aimed to elicit responses about 3.8 it could have been understood to
refer to the sacrament of reconciliation 3.2, so both understandings were accepted.
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*(d) “The main prigrity of the Church is to work for reconcillation - 'eﬁ;

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

Level 4 - 10 marks SPaG 3

There is accurate religious information among
many of the elements' chains of logical reasoning
given.

Level 4 not level 3 as judgements are fully
supported by appraisal of the argument and the
accuracy is sustained.

Not level 3 as appraisal of the arguments is
thorough.

10 marks the bottom of the mark range for level 4
awarded. A better level 4 would be more precise
and contain more appraisal of the evidence.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Candidates can write on the exam paper and cross
out the elements required.
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Level 1 3 marks - SPaG 3

*(d) “The main priority of the Church is to work for reconciliation.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against,

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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< Examiner Comments

d) items are LEVEL marked, they are NOT point
marked

Level marking: Read the whole answer then the
level should be decided using the level descriptors.
After a level is decided by best fit decide a mark
within the level.

Level 1 3 marks - SPaG 3

Level 1 some information is identified, these are in
isolated points.

Not level 2 because there are insufficient
connections made and a lack of religious
understanding.

3 marks, the top of the mark range for level 1
awarded, as the final paragraph contains some
joined up ideas.

Y\ F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

AO2 needs to be evidenced in d) items. Candidates
must use their knowledge and understanding to
put forward arguments for and against and then
they must assess the validity of their argument.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.4 - Implications of the value and sanctity of life for the issue of abortion.

The question asked was:

Outline three Christian beliefs that may support the use of abortion.

The candidates needed to provide beliefs which were pro-abortion and could be used by Christians.
This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

The answer continues below and had to be marked in another marking system; however the
candidate could have written the entire response in the space given.

4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs that may support the use of abortion.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Award one mark for each point identified. - Life of
the mother is threatened (1) - Pregnant due to
rape (1)

The third point is out of clip but was worthy of a
mark (1)
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should read the questions carefully to
discern what is required in their answers.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs that may support the use of abortion.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Award one mark for each point identified - You
were raped (1)

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should provide 3 full sentences to
answer an a item

50 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B

(3)

Mﬁbﬂ?




Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.6 - Christian responses to non-religious arguments against life after death.
The question asked was:

Explain two ways Christians may respond to arguments against life after death.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and both
need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or
examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

b) items are point marked - two beliefs developed are required.

b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for reasons and 2 for the development of each reason.
The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

T ’ Ao mg m
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons:
Reason One - There is proof that there is an
afterlife (1)

Development One - for example some claim to
have a near death experience (1)

Reason Two - Jesus' resurrection suggests there is
life after death (1)

Development Two - will be rewarded in heaven (1)

4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should try to vary their answers as
much as possible to avoid overlapping material.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark.

(b) Explain two ways Christians may respond to arguments against life after death.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one way. Way One - where
does the soul and memories go if they don't go to
heaven or hell (1) This is a valid response to an
argument against life after death.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary
command word in each question. In this case it is

'ways'.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.2 - Christian teachings about the sanctity of life.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why Christians believe life is holy.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a

source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the
question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'’; this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not
gain a second mark for the source.

This item was straight off the specification and yet it caused some candidates difficulty; it is
important for candidates to be familiar with the wording of the specification.

c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason and one
for an accurate source that relates to one of the reasons given. The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why Christians believe life is holy.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two responses: these are
developed and there is an accurate source of
wisdom.

Reason One - God resides within us all (1) Source -
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit (1)

Development One - as we have the Holy Spirit with
ourselves life must be holy (1)

Response Two - God made mankind in his image
(1) (uses a quote as a reason)

Development Two - we resemble God's creation

(1)

& ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates do not have to reference a quote or
quote it word for word. Paraphrases are
acceptable and they do not have to memorise the
biblical reference.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why Christians believe life is holy.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N / ResultsPlus

‘v| < Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed reason.

The first part is not sufficiently precise to be
credited, and unless the question is about the
Bible saying the Bible is the Word of God is not a
development. One reason - Must be holy as it is
capable of many things (1)

Development One - It must be holy because it is so
special (1)

pa)

<A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason and the question
are good forms of development.

56 GCSE Religious Studies 1RBO 1B



Question 4 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.8 - Christin responses to issues in the natural world.

The question asked:

‘Animal experimentation should be used to help humans’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Christian teachings

* refer to relevant ethical arguments

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates were required to give an
ethical argument. The specification bullet point states ‘including the application of ethical theories’,
thus it is possible to ask for this in the question.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of this issue, sometimes at length, but
very few were analytical in their approach, some missed out the ethical argument and limited

themselves to level 2.

The candidate has reached level 4 and was awarded 10 marks.
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(d) “Animal experimentation should be used to help humans.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

« refer to relevant ethical arguments
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

Level 4 - 10 marks

There is accurate religious information among
many of the elements or chains of logical
reasoning given.

Level 4 not level 3 as judgements are fully
supported by appraisal of the argument and the
accuracy is sustained.

Not level 3 as appraisal of the arguments is
thorough.

10 marks are bottom of the mark range for level 4
awarded. A better level 4 would be more precise
and contain more appraisal of the evidence.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Candidates should be familiar with the
requirements in the levels' mark schemes.
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This question does not have SPaG marks - it is out of 12

The candidate gains 7 marks

(d) “Animal experimentation should be used to help humans.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
« refer to relevant ethical arguments
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< {ResultsPlus
‘/\ Examiner Comments

Level 3 - 7 marks

There is accurate religious information among
many of the elements; they gave reasons for and
against. Some gaps in logic are present. Some
attempt at appraisal.

Level 3 not level 2 as there are some judgements
supported by the beginnings of appraisal of the
argument.

Not level 4: the accuracy is not sustained and there
is not a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence
used.

7 marks: the bottom of the mark range for level 3
is awarded. A better level 3 would be more precise
and contain more appraisal of the evidence.

<A\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

This candidate fails to really appraise as they use
the phrase ‘this is a strong argument’ to introduce
more reasoning rather than to assess the reasons
for the strength of the argument. This is a case of
being taught a format/scaffolding without really
understanding the requirements of the marking
levels.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
e Answer a) items in outlines, i.e. in full sentences

* Provide 3 sentences for a) items, each on a separate line

* b) items should have 2 developed reasons, not more than 2

* development may be 1) example 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

¢ development must link to the reason given and still answer the question set

c) items are similar to b) items but should also use a source as a fifth element

the source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

d) item responses must show AO2 skills to get high marks
¢ d) items must show an appraisal of the argument, not simply rely on a set format

* Level descriptors should be used to mark d items, not point marking.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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